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INTRODUCTION

V. E. Howard, Evangelist of the church of Christ from
Texarkana, Texas, is the featured speaker on World Radio
U.S.A. weekly broadcasts. He has the distinction of being
a regular speaker on radio broadcasts longer than any man
in the brotherhood of churches of Christ. Brother Howard,
a native of Farmerville, Louisiana, began preaching the gos-
pel of Christ in 1931. In 1934, 33 years ago, he began his
radio ministry over station KTHS in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas and has continued as a regular speaker on weekly broad-
casts since that time. For some 25 years, he conducted the
weekly Gospel Hour broadcasts which were heard in most
parts of North and Central America.

Through the years his sermons have been heard by mil-
lions. During his radio ministry hundreds of thousands of
letters, coming from every state in the Union and several
foreign countries, have been received. More than a million
free copies of his sermons, books, tracts, and papers have
been mailed throughout a major part of North America and
other areas of the world. His sermons on “What Is the
Church of Christ?” brought what is believed to be the
largest response ever given a religious broadcast in radio
history. More than 75,000 free copies of these sermons were,
mailed. These sermons on “What Is the Church of Christ?”’
are now in book form and the third revised edition has just
been released.

In November of 1963, V. E. Howard became the first
speaker for a World Radio broadcast. His years of experi-
ence have made this a very effective radio ministry over
the past three years. Through his ministry of preaching the
Word in gospel meetings and in local work, he has baptized
more than 6,000 people. Some are preaching the gospel to-
day as a result of his radio ministry, and there is no way to
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know just how many have become Christians as a result of
his radio sermons.

This series of lessons by Brother Howard on the subject
of the Holy Spirit comes at a time when there is much dis-
cussion in religious circles concerning the operation and
gifts of the Holy Spirit. These lessons represent long hours
of study, research and prayer. We commend these lessons
to you for your careful and prayerful consideration.

Hal Frazier
Producer and Announcer

World Radio
West Monroe, Louisiana



FOREWORD

This series of sermons on the subject of “The Holy
Spirit,” originally broadcast on World Radio, is presented
for study and meditation with the hope for edification and
inspiration. Being fully aware that some of the subjects are
controversial, I humbly solicit an honest and since ap-
praisal of every scriptural truth presented. Surely, we must
never close our hearts to truth. Indeed, Jesus declared, “Ye

shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”

Most sincerely,

V. E. Howard
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THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to present this series
of addresses on the Holy Spirit; The Work and Operation
of The Holy Spirit, Baptism of The Holy Spirit, The Gift of
The Holy Spirit, The Sin Against The Holy Spirit, Mira-
cles and Healings By The Power of the Holy Spirit, and The
Indwelling of The Spirit.

Perhaps there is no subject in the Bible so grossly mis-
understood as that of the Holy Spirit. Ignorance of the Bible
teaching on this most important theme has caused true
Christianity to be exchanged for ‘“saw-dust trail,” “get reli-
gion,” and ‘“get the Holy Ghost” feeling religion. My friends,
I can tell you that not one time in the Bible was anyone ever
told to “get” religion, or “get” the Holy Ghost! Yes, we are
told to practice religion, but not “get it.”” Many honest and
sincere people have been misinformed.

Holy Spirit, A Person

The Holy Spirit is a person, a comforter, who guided the
apostles in God’s revelation, through Christ, to men of
earth. The term, “Holy,” very fitly expresses the character
of that Spirit which is the source of all holiness and purity.
The Holy Spirit is a Divine being, an intelligent speaking
personality, one of the Godhead three. He is not a ghost,
clouded in mysticism, making mysterious descents from
Heaven, striking the souls of men, causing them to fall out
prostrate on the ground, or at an altar, losing their physi-
cal and mental balance. Such superstition might be asso-
ciated with ghost tales, but not rightfully with the Holy Spir-

— 9



10 THE HOLY SPIRIT

it and His work. Many honest souls, under the spell of emo-
tionalism, have even lost consciousness and have been made
to believe that they were saved by the direct operation of
the Holy Spirit.

Personality, Not Materiality

The Holy Spirit is not recognized in a bodily sense. Al-
thought He is a person, He is unheard, unfelt, unseen, un-
tasted, and unsmelled! ‘A spirit hath not flesh and bones,
as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39), declared the Master. We
are not to become confused about personal identity of the
Spirit.

There is a difference in personality and materiality. Ac-
tually personality does not pertain to materiality. Bodies
which are purely material have no personality. They are
dead bodies! ‘“‘The body without the spirit is dead.” Only
the spirit gives evidence of personality. That which is
spiritual is not material. Personality becomes distinct and
pure to the degree it is uncontrolled and unhampered by
that which is material. Personality is the revelation and
function of spirituality.

The Holy Spirit has no material manifestations or dem-
onstrations. The Holy Spirit, however, is a distinct per-
sonality; a distinct personal being. When men claim to be
witnesses of material manifestations and revelations of the
Holy Spirit, they are false witnesses. The Holy Spirit can
not be identified as materiality. When men claim that they
saw the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Spirit appeared to them in
identity form, they are mistaken. The Holy Spirit does not
and has not appeared unto man in such material manifesta-
tions.

The Holy Spirit is divine and as much a person as God
himself. The Spirit was with the Father and Son in the
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chambers of the high court of Heaven, even before the
‘worlds began. In fact, Jesus declared that “God is a spirit
and they that worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” This is an affirmation that the reign of the Godhead
is through the Spirit, by the truth of God.

Person of The Holy Spirit

The personality of the Holy Spirit is evidenced by the
work of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is said to do things
only a person can do:

1: The Holy Spirit teaches. Jesus said, “And He shall
teach you all things” (John 14:26).

2: The Holy Spirit reproves. When Jesus promised to
send the Holy Spirit to the apostles He said, “And when he
is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteous-
ness, and of judgment” (John 16:8).

3. The Holy Spirit is a guide. In giving this promise
Jesus told the apostles, ‘“he will guide you into all truth”
(John 16:13).

4. The Holy Spirit, characteristic of a person, speaks.
Continuing His promise of sending the Holy Spirit, Christ
declared, “For he shall not speak of himself; but whatso-
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak” (John 16:13). Paul
declared, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly ...” (I Tim.
4:1). The Holy Spirit, therefore, is a person who hears
and speaks!

5: The Holy Spirit is one who is affected as a person.
He may be grieved (Eph. 4:30). He may be vexed (Isa.
63:10). The Holy Spirit may be lied to (Acts 5:3). The
Holy Spirit may be resisted or rejected (I Thes. 5:19).

6: The Holy Spirit, as a person, appointed and directed
God’s chosen men. In Acts 13:2 it is revealed, “the Holy
Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them.”
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7. The Holy Spirit makes intercessions for the saints of
God. Hear the apostle, Rom. 8:26, “Likewise the Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh interces-
sions for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

Holy Spirit In Creation

The Holy Spirit is a person, one of the three of the God-
head. When God, the Father, and the Son had performed
their first works in creation and the “earth was waste and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep” the Holy
Spirit came to fill his mission ir creation. His first organi-
zational work was to create light, with its separation from
darkness, calling the light ‘“day’ and the darkness ‘‘night.”
The six days of creation were six days of organizational
work under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, as an accom-
plishment of the Godhead.

Holy Spirit, Organizer

From the beginning, the Old Testament presents the
Godhead as three: God, the originator and supreme ruler
of all beings; Christ, the Son, later called the Word, who
was the co-creator of all things; and the Holy Spirit, the
life-giver and organizer, who gave all matter the law
through which he would guide all things in its course for
which it was created.

God, the Father, and His Son, in the beginning created all
things. In Gen. 1:1, it is declared: “In the beginning God
created the Heavens and the earth.” In Jno. 1:1-3 it is
revealed: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God . .. All things were
made (created) by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made.”
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After the work of creation was finished by the Father
and Son, the work was given over to the ministry of the
Holy Spirit for organization and operation of the created.
The six days of creation were actually six days of organ-
ization by the Holy Spirit. There is no way to determine
the time element between the time of “In the beginning”
(Gen. 1:1), and that of the advent of the Holy Spirit with
the beginning of his ministry revealed in Gen. 1:2.

During the six days of his ministry, the Holy Spirit
moved upon the face of the waters, organized matter,
gave it form, order and procreative power, setting forth
creation upon its mission in the universe. In Gen. 2:1 it
1s recorded, ‘“the heavens and earth were finished, and all
the host of them.” Again, it was said: “By his spirit he
hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the
crooked serpent.” Job 26:13. The Holy Spirit placed the
bodies and planets in their proper position in space with
laws to guide and govern them in ever revolving cycles of
space and never ending cycles of eternity.

David, the sweet singer of Israel, declared, concerning
the spirit, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither
shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the
uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead
me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” (Psalms 139:7-10).

There can be no doubt that the Holy Spirit is every-
where, guiding and directing all processes and operations
in God’s universe.

Holy Spirit And Law of Life

The Holy Spirit miraculously put into order the first
creatures of Almighty God. The original man and woman
were formed by this miraculous power without the means
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and laws of procreation and development. No man exists
except through law made and arranged by the Holy Spirit.
It is the same Spirit, but different manifestations. Law,
itself, has no power or force, but is that through which
power operates. It requires just as much power, or mani-
festation of God’s Spirit, to form a man by the law of pro-
creation as it did for the same Spirit to form Adam and
Eve from the dust of the earth by direct power without
the law of procreation. This life, or germ, that God,
through his Spirit, gives to a grain of corn which produces
“first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the
ear,” is as much the manifestation of divine power as the
creation of the first plant with its full grown matured
grain in the ear.

Not only did the Holy Spirit give the law which guides
matter in is workings, but he took up his abode in that
law, and is ever present, guiding in the path of life and
light. Many times when man looks upon things accom-
plished through the medium of law, he loses sight of the
power which makes that law work. In other words, we
often times attribute the power behind law to the power
of law itself. It must be remembered, however, there is
no power in law itself. Law alone has no power. Law is
only a rule of action. It is the medium through which
power operates.

Holy Spirit Is Revelator

Both Old and New Testament scriptures were revealed
by the Holy Spirit. This affirmation is made in 2 Peter
1:21: “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” The New Testament reveals the God-
head as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son; the



THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 15

Son gave his life and his blood to redeem man from his sins;
the Holy Spirit was sent as a comforter to abide with God’s
children and lead them and guide them, by truth, in paths
that lead to God. They are divine, distinct persons: yet
one in design, one in purpose and one in manifestations.

Holy Spirit and Apostles

The Holy Spirit, as a divine agency, has spoken from Al-
mighty God through the prophets, through Christ and His
apostles. The apostles were the last ones on earth to receive
such divine revelations. Christ declared to them: “And 1
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heav-
en: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven” (Matt. 16:19).

The Holy Spirit was first given to the Apostles in a lim-
ited measure before Christ left them. ‘“And when he had
said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost” (Jno. 20:22). The apostles re-
ceived the fullness of the Spirit to guide them into all truth
after Jesus was glorified. “In the last day, that great day
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst,
let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified)”
(Jno. 7:37-39). The full baptismal measure came upon the
apostles on the day of Pentecost after the Lord’s death,
burial, resurrection and glorification.

Our Lord admonished the apostles, “And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom
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the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you” (Jno. 14:16, 17). The full baptismal
measure came upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost,
after the Lords resurrection and glorification.

Guide Into All Truth

In Jno. 16:12-15, Jesus further assured the apostles of
their divine guidance by the Holy Spirit. Hear him!

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me:
for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that
he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

Christ declared to the apostles that the Holy Spirit ‘“shall
guide you into all truth”! Then, there is no divine truth
today not revealed in the New Testament. If the Holy Spirit
guided the apostles into ALL truth, then the claims of divine
revelations by men and women today are the claims of fakes
and imposters. The Holy Spirit did guide the apostles into
“ALL truth”! If “all truth,” then there is none from that
day hence to be revealed to any man.

Heaven itself authenticated the calling of the apostles
and their inspired proclamation of truth by confirming the
gospel proclaimed by them with signs, wonders and great
miracles (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:3). No man, since the apos-
tles, has received such divine revelations, there being no
promise nor necessity for such revelations. Miracles and
wonders have not been performed since those of New Testa-
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ment times because when the word of God was confirmed,
it was eternally confirmed. There is no such thing as re-
confirmation of God’s word!

Christ Sends Holy Spirit With Message

The office and person of Christ and the office and person
of the Holy Spirit are so distinct that Christ and the Holy
Spirit were not on earth at the same time in their distinct
personalities. It is recorded in Jno. 7:39: “But this spake
he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should re-
ceive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that
Jesus was not yet glorified.” According to Jno. 16:7, Jesus
declared to his disciples, . . . It is expedient for you that
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if I depart, I will sent him unto you.”
Just before Jesus went back to the Father in Heaven, He
commanded the apostles, in Luke 24:49, “. . . but tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power

from on high.”

The mission and advent of the Holy Spirit into this world,
after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, was to guide
the apostles, the chosen Ambassadors of Christ, into all
the truth and to bring to their remembrance the things he

had taught them.

The Holy Spirit began his work revealing the message
of the Son to lost humanity after the Son returned to the

Father in Heaven.

The Spirit was subject to the Son and the Son was sub-
ject to the Father. The message of the Spirit was the
message of Christ. The message of Christ was the message
of the Father. It was the Son who declared, “My meat is
to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.”
(Jno. 4:34). Furthermore, He admonished, “If ye love
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me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you” (Jno. 14:15-17).

Caused To Remember

The Holy Spirit came to bear testimony of the Son and
to bring to the remembrance of the apostles the teachings
of the Christ. ‘“But when the Comforter is come, whom 1
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify
of me: and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been
with me from the beginning’”’ (Jno. 15:26,27).

Although the apostles had been with Christ from the be-
ginning, God would not trust so sacred a thing as his word
to their memory without a guide, the Holy Spirit. “But
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and

bring to your remembrance, whatsoever I save said unto
you” (Jno. 14:26).

Apostles, Christ’s Ambassadors

Before Christ finished his mission on earth he chose the
apostles to be his ambassadors. Hear the apostle!

“To wit that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye
reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:19,20).
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Holy Spirit Revealed All Things

Just as the Father and Son were perfect, the Holy Spirit
did his work perfectly. He was perfect in setting in order
the operations and development of the material world. The
sun, the moon, and the stars have not yet had an accident,
nor shall they ever do so. Not one beat of a split second of
time was miscalculated. The Holy Spirit organized and
gave law and order to the material creation, taking up his
abode in those laws to guide their operations for all time
to come. In like-manner, the Holy Spirit, as the Lord’s
agent, took up his abode in the law of Christ in the spiritual
realm, guiding its operations, through the chosen ambassa-
dors of the Son, the apostles, revealing all truth completely
and perfectly.

Ladies and gentlemen, hear me! Are you listening?
When men today claim to receive revelations from the Holy
Spirit they deny the God of Heaven, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. One may as well claim that he can change the
orbit of the sun and bring the moon and the stars to this
earth and use them for street lights, as to claim direct
revelations from the Holy Spirit. These are false claims.
Many are honestly mistaken and some are impesters.

Yes, the Son promised to his apostles, who had been with
him from the beginning, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth” (Jno. 16:13).
Did you hear it, my friends? “He shall guide you into All
truth,” the Son declared! “ALL TRUTH” is not part of
the truth. The Holy Spirit guided them into all truth!
These men and women who claim to receive revelations of
the Holy Spirit, who claim to be guided by the Holy Spirit,
even to the extent of performing great miracles, are not
guided by the Holy Spirit. They have no more received di-
rect messages from the Holy Spirit than they have received
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messages from a Russian spy on the moon! Many honest
people have been deceived by their false claims. Such
false claims are mockery of God, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit! But, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.” They
will have their reward!

The Holy Spirit did his work perfectly and completely
when he guided the apostles into “ALL TRUTH” (Jno.
16:13-16).

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

Is the Holy Spirit a person?
What characteristics of person ascribed to Holy Spirit?
What was work of Holy Spirit in creation?

What was the mission of the Holy Spirit in revelation?

AN A A

Was revelation by Holy Spirit complete?



THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE WORD

No theory of the work of the Holy Spirit in revelation
which modifies or alters the written word can be true.

Paul, to Timothy, wrote: “But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:14-17). |

It will first be observed that Timothy “learned;” he
“learned’” what he was taught. We must learn of God
and the way of salvation. Jesus, himself, declared: “It
is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (Jno. 6:45).

Timothy was taught the sacred scriptures from child-
hood by his mother in order that he might become “wise
unto salvation.” The Holy Spirit did not intervene directly
from heaven and guide him in his knowledge of Goed and
salvation.

Holy Scriptures

The Holy Scriptures are of Divine origin. They are:
Profitable for teaching
Profitable for reproof

-_—21 —
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Profitable for correction
Profitable for instruction in righteousness
Man of God throughly furnished unto all good works.
The power of God unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:14-17;
Rom. 1:16).
Divine Origin

The word of God is of Divine origin. Peter, the inspired
apostle, declared of the Old Testament, “Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private inter-
pretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:20,21). Of the New
Testament scriptures it is said: ‘“And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written, in this book: But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name’” (Jno.
20:30,31).

The inspired men of God, chosen by Him, revealed God’s
word to man, as it was revealed unto them, not always un-
derstanding the full meaning of the word themselves. Peter
declared, ‘“Receiving the end of your faith, even the salva-
tion of your souls concerning which salvation the prophets
sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you: searching what time or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ, and the glories that should follow them. To
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
you, did they minister these things, which now have been
announced unto you through them that preached the gospel
unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which
things angels desired to look into” (1 Pet. 1:9-12 RSV).
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No Other Gospel

The Holy Spirit revealed one message of salvation
through God’s chosen ambassadors and there is no other
message of the Holy Spirit to be received, notwithstanding
the false claims of uninspired, modern men of today!

Of the Old Testament scriptures, Moses warned, ‘“‘Now
therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the
judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may
live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God
of your fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word
which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your
God which I commanded you” (Deut. 4:1,2). Further-
more, he declared, “What thing soever I command you,
observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish
from it” (Deut. 12:32).

Curse Upon Any Perverter

The inspired apostle Paul affirmed the gospel he preached
to be of divine origin and he declared that the curse of God
rests upon any man or angel who would pervert the re-
vealed gospel of Christ, that of the New Testament scrip-
tures. Hear the apostle: “For I make known unto you,
brethren, as touching the gospel which was preached by me,
that it is not after man. For neither did I receive it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through reve-
lation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11,12 RSV).

Cursed is the man who seeks to pervert the gospel, or
claims revelation of another gospel from the Holy Spirit.

“I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that
called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel;
which is not another gospel: only there are some that trou-
ble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But
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though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto
you any gospel other than that which we preached unto
you, let him be anathema” (Gal. 1:6-9 RSV).

The inspired word of God closes with a final warning
to those who might claim to receive new relations from
God.

“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book” (Rev.
22:18,19).

Holy Spirit and Scriptures

The scriptures constitute the means of instruction, by the
Holy Spirit, profitable for teaching, reproof, correction and
instruction in righteousness. By the scriptures, the word
of God, man is furnished completely unto every good work
(IT Tim. 3:16,17).

Jesus, the Son of God, endorsed Moses and applied ap-
propriate parts of his teaching unto himself. . .. Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4).

To teach men of the Son of God is to preach the scriptures
through which the Holy Spirit instructs the soul. “Then
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture,
and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

Man must believe, but he can not know what to believe
until he has been taught what to believe. To the Romans,
Paul wrote: “How then shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him
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of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher?’ (Rom. 10:14). The apostle con-
cluded in verse 17 of Rom. 10, “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Word Permanent and Enduring

When the Lord commissioned the disciples to preach the
word, he declared that their work would be permanent and
enduring. “. .. lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). No other human beings
since the apostles have been honored with the responsi-
bility of revealing the mind of God to man, his creation
upon the earth.

The inspired ‘“‘apostles, whom he had chosen,” were com-
missioned to set upon thrones of judgment and authority,
to accomplish the work for which they were set apart, this
great mission of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit to be
accomplished “through thy truth.”

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me.” (Jno. 17:20,21).

In verse 18 of Jno. 17, Jesus declared, “As thou hast
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into
the world.”

The apostle Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, af-
firmed that they, the apostles, were ambassadors of Christ,
who “gave unto us the ministry of reconciliation” (II Cor.
5:18-20).

Jude declared, “that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once’” — once and for all time, by the apos-
tles, — ‘““delivered unto the saints’” (Jude 1:3).
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Holy Spirit — Certified Gospel

The gospel proclaimed by the apostles was a Holy Spirit
revealed and certified gospel. ‘Moreover, brethren, I de-
clare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also
ye are saved, if yve keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures;” (I Cor.
15:1-3).

“But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached of me is not after man. For do I now persuade
men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:11,12).

Claims of direct revelations from God, Christ, or the
Holy Spirit today are absolute denials of the credibility and
inspiration of the Bible. We repeat, the curse of God Al-
mighty rests upon anyone who is so foolish to make such
false claims! The apostles were the divinely chosen agents
of God, with a divine message from the Holy Spirit to in-
struct man in the way of salvation (Gal. 1:7-9).

Foolishness of Preaching

The Almighty, our Creator, must of necessity be greater
in wisdom than the created. Therefore, man, the creature
of God, can not comprehend God without divine aid, through
the divine instruction of the gospel of Christ.

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wis-
dom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21).

Holy Spirit, Seed, Kingdom

The Holy Spirit is the life regenerating power of the
word of God. In I Jno. 5:6, we are informed, “. . . And
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it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is
truth.” Our Lord, in prayer to the Father, said, “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (Jno. 17:17).
To His disciples, He explained, ‘“The seed is the word of
God” (Luke 8:11). From these divine declarations we
learn that the “Spirit” operates through the “truth,” the
“word” of God, which is the ‘“seed” of the kingdom.

The Spirit gives life to the word, the truth, by which
man is regenerated, begotten as a child of God.

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth-
ing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life”’ (Jno. 6:63).

. “I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved
sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instruc-
tors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel (1 Cor. 4:14,
15).

Peter declared, to the born-again elect of God, “Seeing
ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth
. . . Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever” (I Pet. 1:22,23).

The ‘“seed” is the “word,” the “word” is the “truth,”
and the “truth” is the ‘“spirit”; therefore, those who were
begotten by the seed, the word, were begotten by the Spirit
through the seed, God’s word.

The regenerating power of the Spirit of God is to be
found only in the word of God, the seed of the kingdom of
God. Any theory concerning direct operation of the Holy
Spirit, separate and apart from the word of God, is false!

Born of Spirit — Life — Seed — Word

The farmer plants the seed of corn with expectation of
reproduction, because there is the regenerating life that
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God put in the seed. Corn can not be produced without
the seed because the reproductive life is in the seed. The
reproductive life in the God-made grain of corn is the same
thing to the seed of corn that the Holy Spirit is to the word
of God, the seed of God’s Kingdom! The Holy Spirit gives
life, regenerating and reproductive power to the word of
God. No wonder Jesus declared, “the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are lite” (Jno. 6:63).
The Holy Spirit does not operate independent, separate and
apart from the word of God!

The fantastic claims of direct revelations from the Holy
Spirit by men, since the close of the apostolic age, are false
claims. No such revelations have been received, regardless
of all the claims of men combined. We would say with
Paul: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, trans-
forming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light” (ITI Cor. 11:13,14).

Let us observe these characteristics of the word of God,
through which the Holy Spirit operates, and ask ourselves
can the Holy Spirit do more separate and apart from the
word ?

1. The word is that which furnishes the man of God
completely (2 Tim. 3:16).

2. The word is that which enlightens man’s soul, Psa.
19:8.

)

3. The word makes one wise unto salvation, Psa. 19:7; 2
Tim. 3:15. Does the Holy Spirit, apart from the word, do
more than that?

4. The word is perfect converting the soul, Psa. 19:7.
If the word is perfect converting the soul, then why the
theory of the direct operation of the Holy Spirit?

5. The soul is begotten by the seed, the word, the truth.
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The spirit is the truth (I Pet. 1:22,23; I Jno. 5:6).

If born of the Spirit through the seed, the word, then
what part could the Holy Spirit, in a direct way, have to
do with the new birth?

6. The word produces faith in the heart (Rom. 10:17).
“Faith,” the apostle declared, “comes by hearing and hear-
ing by the word of God.” Does the Holy Spirit instill faith,
apart from the word? The heart is purified by the word,
I Pet. 1:22, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth.” If the soul is purified by obedience to the
word, the truth, then what would be the work of the Holy
Spirit separate and apart from the word of God in con-
version ?

Ladies and gentlemen, hear me! Are you listening?
There is not one thing man can name that the Holy Spirit
is said to do in conversion, separate and independent of the
word of God, but what it may be definitely known that the
same thing is accomplished by the Spirit, through the word
of God!

Direct Operation Holy Spirit Void Gospel

If God should today convert a soul by direct operation
of the Holy Spirit, through miraculous intervention, He
would set aside the whole scheme of redemption, revealed
by the Holy Spirit through the apostles in the New Testa-
ment. This false theory would mean that God made a tragic
mistake. After four thousand years of planning, and requis-
itioning prophets, angels, His own Son, the apostles, and
thousands of disciples, in providing the scheme of redemp-
tion, God decided to set it all aside and dispatch the Holy
Spirit, directly from heaven, and operate directly upon the
sinners heart. Truly, a false conception of almighty God.
Who would accuse God of such blunders!
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The false theory of the direct operation of the Holy
Spirit in conversion would dispense with the gospel. Yet,
Jesus said the word is the seed of the kingdom (Luke 8:10,
11), and Paul declared that the gospel is the power of God
to save the believer. Hear him! “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).

The direct operation theory would dispense with the
preacher of the gospel. Yet, Paul, by the Holy Spirit, em-
phasised: “How shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher?” . .. (Romans 10:14). To the Corinthians he
concluded:

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by its
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.” (I Cor. 1:21).

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit commanded: “And he com-
manded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is
he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of the quick
and the dead” (Acts 10:42).

The theory of direct operation of the Holy Spirit in con-
viction and conversion would nullify the cross and all it
means to salvation. The apostle Paul declared that the way
of salvation is the way of the cross revealed in the gospel.
Hear the apostle:

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which
I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep
in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have be-
lieved in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the scriptures” (I Cor. 15:1-4).
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It is very evident that the Corinthians learned of Christ,
the glory of the cross, and the power of His resurrection
through the gospel preached by Paul and not by some di-
rect operation of the Holy Spirit.

My {riends, no theory of direct operation of the Holy
Spirit’s work in conversion that eliminates the parties of
the new covenant, with their respective responsibilities to
the contract, can be accepted. This new covenant includes
the divine mind of God, in written contract, between God
and man, with Christ Jesus, the mediator or surety. The
apostle wrote: “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a
better testament” (Heb. 7:22). Also read Heb. 8:1-13.

The Holy Spirit does not operate independent of the
word of God, but reveals the word, giving power and life
to it. When God, through the Holy Spirit, spoke to Moses
and the prophets, He directed the mind of Israel. When
God spoke through Christ, his Son, and by the Holy Spirit,
He moved and directed the minds of the apostles, giving to
the world one message of salvation; the heaven-born, spirit-
filled message of the cross, offering conditions of pardon
and promises of salvation. The Holy Spirit moves the mind
and convicts the soul today, but not independent of the
word. When man hears the gospel, he hears the word of
the spirit; when he obeys the gospel, he obeys the word of
the Spirit.

The word of God has always been the revelation of the
Spirit to which man is obligated to hear and obey.

Hear the word of the Lord to Joshua: ‘“Only be thou
strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all the law, which Moses my servant com-
manded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the
left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
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mayest observe to do according to all that is written here-
in: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success (Josh. 1:7,8).

Word Perfect In Conversion

Hear David: “The law of the Lord is.perfect, converting
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten-
ing the eyes” (Psa. 19:7,8).

To affirm the necessity of direct operation of the Holy
Spirit in conversion is to deny the divine statement, “The
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul”! If the
“law of the Lord” is perfect, converting the sinner, then
there is no need for the direct operation of the Holy Spirit
in converting the sinner. The apostle Paul, Rom. 1:16,
declared the gospel of Christ is “the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth . . .” The spirit di-
rected gospel is God’s power to save the believer. There
is no other power that can do more. If the Holy Spirit op-
erates directly from Heaven, separate and apart from the
word of God, then why the necessity of sending mission-
aries to foreign countries to preach the gospel to those
who know not God? Why does not the Holy Spirit convert
the heathens, without the preaching of the gospel, if the
Spirit operates independently of the word? The gospel is
God’s power to save the believer!

Jesus, our Lord, said, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say? Whosoever cometh to
me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew
you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an
house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock:
and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon
that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon
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a rock. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man
that without a foundation built an house upon the earth;
against which the stream did beat vehemently, and imme-
diately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great” (Luke
6:46-49).

Cleansing from sin is the result of obedience to the word
of God, not a direct operation of the Holy Spirit. Hear
Christ: “Now ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you” (Jno. 15:3).

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

1. What is the relationship between the Holy Spirit and
the word of God?

2. Did the Holy Spirit guide the apostles unto all truth?

3. What are the consequences of perverting Holy Spirit
revealed gospel?

4. Does the Holy Spirit give life to the seed of the kingdom,
the word of God?

5. Does the Holy Spirit reveal word of God directly from
heaven to men today?

6. 1f the Holy Spirit operates separate and apart from the
word of God, then is the “law of the Lord perfect, con-
verting the soul”?

7. If the gospel of Christ is the power of God to save the
believer, what power could the Holy Spirit exercise that
the gospel does not have?
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Ladies and gentlemen, there is much misunderstanding
concerning the operation of the Holy Spirit in conversions.
Many honest souls have been led to believe that the Holy
Spirit operates directly from heaven upon the heart of the
sinner to bring about his conversion. Some have gone to
their graves, lost for eternity, waiting for the intervention
of the Holy Spirit to bring to them salvation. Others claim
conversion by the direct power of the Holy Spirit and re-
late their experiences as evidences of their salvation. Their
experiences, usually very emotional, varied, and unusual,
are relied on as evidence of salvation more so than the
positive teaching of God’s word. A false conception of the
Holy Spirit as a mysterious, unknown power likely to
descend from heaven anywhere, any time, and take pos-
session of the soul of man is, no doubt, responsible for
much of the misunderstanding of operation of the Holy
Spirit in conversion.

When we speak of conversion, we speak of a person being
born again, regenerated, redeemed by the blood of Christ;
one who has been reconciled unto God. A meaning of the
term convert is, “To change into another state, form or
substance; transform.”

The Holy Spirit and Knowledge

The knowledge of God revealed to man in the Scriptures
is sufficient to meet our needs. When man does not have
knowledge of God he becomes alienated from God. In the
beginning, man was alienated from God through ignorance.

—34 —
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“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of
their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is
in them, because of the blindness of their heart: Who being
past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness,
to work all uncleanness with greediness” (Eph. 4:17-19).

When man gives up his knowledge of God, God gives up
man. Hear the apostle: “And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not conven-
ient” (Romans 1:28).

Ignorance and alienation are close companions. Knowl-
edge is the first step toward reconcilliation. God has re-
vealed by the Holy Spirit, through the written and con-
firmed word, all things that pertain to life and godliness.

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, According as his
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory ‘and virtue: Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:2-
4).

Revelation, in all ages from Moses, the prophets, Christ,
and the apostles, until the end of time, is executed on the
bases of man’s ability and accountability; ability to obtain
knowledge of God and accountability for believing and obey-
ing God, or disbelieving God.

The Holy Spirit is an essential agent in conversion be-
cause he speaks, through the word of God, in an understand-
able language to every responsible person on earth. No
theory of the operation of the Holy Spirit in conversion that
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eliminates language, as a means of communication from
God to man, can be true. Likewise, any theory that elimi-
nates human beings, as a medium of communication from
God to man, is false!

By direction of the Holy Spirit the apostles, as Christ’s
ambassadors, were to perform two great responsibilities;
something never done before or since by any human being.
One: To bind upon all men certain conditions of salvation,
to be ratified in heaven, and to last until the end of time.
Two: To cause the release of man’s sins from his soul, dic-
tated by the authority of Christ, upon the irrefutable terms
of pardon expressed in His will (Matt. 16:19). The Holy
Spirit had a three-fold responsibility in conversions, namely:
to convict the world of sin, of righteousness and of judg-
ment. (John 16:8-11).

The great task of Christ, by the Holy Spirit, through the
ministry of the word by the apostles, is expressed in the
great commission, when He commanded: “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you; and, lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the
world” (Matthew 28:19,20).

Also, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.” (Mark 16:15,16).

The Holy Spirit at no time, under any circumstance, di-
rectly or indirectly, modified, supplemented, or eliminated
any part of the Great Commission given by our Lord. The
Holy Spirit directed the execution of the Great Commission
through the apostles.

A popular theory of the work of the Holy Spirit in con-
version is the affirmation that the Spirit operates on the
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sinner’s conscience, heart, and life independent of the
gospel and any human co-operating agency. By miraculous
power the Holy Spirit is said to direct the mind of God to
the sinner’s heart, over-ruling and ignoring all the laws of
the human mind. This is a false theory.

Jesus himself declared that the world can not receive the
Holy Spirit ‘“because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him”
(John 14:17). There is no direct visible, or invisible, over-
whelming power of the Holy Spirit in conversion.

Direct Operation Dispense With Church

The false theory of the direct operation of the Holy Spirit
in conversion would dispense with the church, for which
Christ shed his blood, whose mission in the world is to

preach the gospel and make known the manifold wisdom of
God.

“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ; to the
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heav-
enly places might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God” (Ephesians 4:9,10).

Christ died for the church, purchased it with His own
blood (Eph. 5:25-27; Acts 20:28). Who would accuse God
of being guilty of a tragedy of all tragedies, that is, allow-
ing his Son to be crucified, to die for the church, all in vain?
Such would be the inevitable conclusion, if the Holy Spirit
operated directly upon the sinner’s heart independent of the
gospel, which was divinely ordained to be proclaimed by the
Lord’s Church.

The work of the Holy Spirit in conversion does not in any
way modify, abridge, or abolish the fact that all responsible
human beings have the ability and responsibility to choose,
to use, or abuse, their faculties and privileges, as a free
moral agent, created by Jehovah, God.
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These responsibilities and capabilities of the human heart

include: “Hearing,” “thinking,” “willing,” “believing,”
“choosing,” “reasoning,” “judging,” ‘“‘remembering,” ‘“con-
sidering,” “knowing,” ‘“obeying,” ‘refusing,” ‘“yielding,”

“resisting,” ‘“disobeying,” ‘hardening the heart,” and “re-
belling” — all expressed in the Bible.

The direct intervention of the Holy Spirit in conversion
would completely ignore the individuality and integrity of
man, as God’s creation, and make him a mere puppet or
machine.

The Natural Man

Many people have misunderstood the work of the Holy
Spirit in convicting the world of sin, of righteousness and
of judgment because they have not been able to distinguish
between the ‘“natural man” and the “inward man.” The
Holy Spirit, through Paul declared: ‘“But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). There is a
“natural body’’ and the “inward man,” the apostle affirmed.

For I delight in the law of God after the inward man”
(Rom. 7:22). Also, in Romans 7:25 the apostle said: I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with
the mind I myself serve the law of God: but with the flesh
the law of sin.”

There can be no doubt about it, the soul, the mind, the
heart, the person himself, is the “inward man,” who lives in
the house of the “natural man,” and has charge and respon-
sibility of that house. It is the “inward man” who “hears.”
“believes,” “obeys,” or disobeys. The Holy Spirit, therefore,
appeals, through the teaching of the gospel, to the “inner
man’’ and not the “natural man.”
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The Holy Spirit And Remission of Sins

The direct operation of the Holy Spirit theory has caused
many honest and sincere souls to reject the Holy Spirit in
the offering of remission of sins. By this theory it is con-
cluded that remission of sins is an inward experience and
man should look within himself for evidence of salvation.
Because of this misconception of the operation of the Holv
Spirit, resulting in the misconception of remission of sins,
the conditions of pardon, or remission of sins, offered by
the Holy Spirit, through the gospel of Christ, is often re-
jected, causing souls to be lost. Such misguided souls, there-
fore, consider our Lord’s command of baptism, as a condi-
tion of salvation (remission of sins), as absurd and un-
necessary. Remission of sins is not the change of heart in
conversion, rather, it is a state of pardon as a result of a
changed, obedient, heart.

The change of heart, or inward experience, is repentance
which is the result of the conviction of sin by the Holy
Spirit through the word of God. At no time did God, Christ,
or the Holy Spirit ever even imply that repentance is re-
mission of sins. Repentance is the condition of the heart
of the sinner and belongs to man. Remission of sins is a
state of forgiveness, subsequent to repentance, and belongs
to God. It is God, through Christ, His Son, and the Holy
Spirit who offers remission of sins upon certain conditions
of pardon. The “inward experience,” which may be re-
pentance, must not be confused with remission of sins, for
remission of sins is consequent upon repentance, not a part
of it.

Such expressions as, “repentance and remission of sins”
(Luke 24:47), “baptism of repentance unto remission of
sins” (Mark 1:4), and “Repent and be baptized everyone
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
your sins” (Acts 2:38), can leave no doubt as to the dis-
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tinction between repentance, the inward experience, which
belongs to man, and remission of sins, the state of pardon,
which belongs to God.

The Holy Spirit does not operate upon the heart of the
sinner, independent of the word of God, causing him to re-
pent; neither does He offer remission of sins without obe-
dience to the gospel.

Word ef God In Conversion

All responsible men on earth are sinners by reason of
transgression. All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Man has become alienated
from God by reason of his own sins. To be saved from
his lost state he must become converted, changed to an-
other state, become reconciled unto God. He must be trans-
formed. He must become a new creature.

The apostle Paul stated most conclusively, that one is
to become a new creature in Christ in order to become
reconciled unto God. But the power of this transforma-
tion, conversion, or reconciliation is within the word of
God (2 Cor. 5:17-20). He affirmed that God gave to the
apostles the ministry of reconciliation, having committed
unto them ‘“‘the word of reconciliation.” The same apostle
declared that the gospel of Christ is the “power cof God
unto salvation unte everyone that believeth” (Rom. 1:16).
If the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation,
then the Holy Spirit does not have some separate or addi-
tional power to save.

Ladies and gentlemen, hear me! Are you listening? If
the gospel of Christ is not the power of God unto salva-
tion and the Holy Spirit has additional or separate power,
then who is responsible for the heathens in lands where the
word of God has not gone? In lands where the Bible, the
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word of God, has not gone, there are thousands and mil-
lions who have never heard of Christ, or the Holy Spirit.
If the Holy Spirit operates upon the heart, directly from
heaven, independent of the gospel of Christ, then why
does he not go to the millions in lands where the Bible
has not gone and convert them to Christ? Don’t you know
that it is necessary that we take the gospel to all men on
earth, in order for them to be converted, to be saved! Re-
member, Jesus commanded, “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned” (Mark:15,16). It should also be remem-
bered that the apostle declared that “it pleased God by

the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (I
Cor. 1:21).

We have pointed out in these addresses that the Holy
Spirit is the person who revealed the gospel of salvation
to the apostles, whom our lL.ord chose as His ambassadors.
So inseparable is this operation that the Spirit is said to
be the “truth.” The truth is the word of God, the seed
of the kingdom, which receives life from the Spirit by
which one is born again, or converted unto Christ. (Read
carefully 1 John 5:7; John 17:17; Luke 8:11; John 6:63;
1 Pet. 1:22,23).

When Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit to the
apostles to do his work in conversion, He said, “. . . I will
send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment
...” (Jno. 16:7,8). Without question, this work is to be
accomplished through the word, the gospel, revealed to the
apostles by the Holy Spirit. There is positively no case
of direct intervention of the Holy Spirit in any conversion
recorded in the New Testament. To ascertain how the



42 THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit operates in conversion, we give brief attention
to some conversions recorded in the New Testament.

CONVERSION OF LYDIA AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

If any recorded case of conversion in New Testament
times, during the days of miraculous works of the Holy
Spirit, should bear evidence of direct intervention of the
Holy Spirit in conversion the case of Lydia surely would
be that one. There was not a gospel preacher on the con-
tinent of Europe where she lived. From Sabbath to Sab-
bath, she was attending a prayer meeting on the river bank,
although she was some three hundred miles away from
her home. She was a Jewess business woman of Thyatira,
or she was a most devout woman who had been converted
to the Jewish faith. She worshipped God, according to the
dictates of her conscience, but, obviously, was not a Chris-
tian.

Since there was not a minister of the gospel within hun-
dreds of miles, why could not the Holy Spirit have con-
verted her, directly from heaven, independent of the gos-
pel of Christ? The simple answer is, the Holy Spirit does
not and never has operated upon the heart, independent of
the gospel of Christ which is the power of God to save the
believer. It was necessary for a preacher of the gospel, in
this case, Paul, to present the word of the Lord, by which
this God-fearing woman and her associates might be begot-
ten unto a new and living hope.

To accomplish this purpose God overruled the course of
travel of Paul, Timothy, Silas and Luke who might have
gone to Ephesus in Asia, or Bithynia. God directed Paul
to go to Macedonia, through the voice which beckoned:
‘“come over into Macedonia and help us.” Paul concluded,
“the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them’’
(Acts 16:10).
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All of these circumstances were incidental to the open-
ing of Lydia’s heart; the most essential circumstances be-
ing the necessity of a gospel preacher, using the instru-
ment of God’s power, the gospel of Christ, to convert the
soul of Lydia, “whose heart the Lord opened to give heed
unto the things which were spoken by Paul.”

HOLY SPIRIT IN CONVERSION OF THREE THOUSAND

The Lord Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, opened Lydia’s
heart and she became a Christian (Acts 16:14,15). The
important question is, however, how did the Lord open
Lydia’s heart?

“Lydia . . . heard us: whose heart the Lord opened that
she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul
and she was baptized . . .”

The gospel, which is the power of God to save the be-
liever (Romans 1:16), was the instrument which the Lord
used to open Lydia’s heart. She heard the things which
were spoken by Paul. She understood; she believed; she
was baptized into Christ. She became a Christian only.
The Holy Spirit did not in any way affect her heart, in-
dependent of the gospel preached by Paul, before her con-
version, nor in the process of her conversion.

HOLY SPIRIT IN CONVERSION OF THREE THOUSAND

The Holy Spirit has a very distinct part in the conversion
of every soul to Christ. No man is born into the kingdom
of Christ without having been begotten by the Holy Spirit
through the word of God.

From the divine truth already quoted, we have learned
that the “Spirit” is the “truth,” the ‘“truth” is ‘“word,”
and the “word” is the ‘“seed” of the kingdom. Christ pro-
claimed, “Ye must be born again.”
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The inspired apostle Peter declared of the elect children
of God that they purified their souls in their “obedience
to the truth . .. having been begotten again, not of corrupt-
ible seed, but of incorruptible through the word of God.”
There can be but one conclusion: they were begotten by
the Spirit, through the word, the incorruptible seed. Man
is, therefore, begotten by the Holy Spirit, through the
word of God, when he is converted to the Lord, or born
into the kingdom of Christ.

Circumstances Not Conditions

The record of the conversion of the 3,000 souls on Pen-
tecost is found in Acts 2nd chapter. We must not mistake
the circumstances attending the conversion of these people
for the conditions of conversion dictated by the Holy Spirit
to the apostles. The apostles received the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, as had been promised by the Lord (Acts 1:4,-
5,26; Acts 2:1-4).

The baptism of the Holy Spirit was no part of the con-
ditions for remission of sins obtained by the 3,000 converts.
They received the ‘“gift of the Holy Spirit,” or the Holy
Spirit as a gift.

The miraculous gift of the Spirit enabled the apostles to
speak with ‘“other tongues,” which astonished the multi-
tude, for “every man heard them speak in his own lan-
guage” wherein he was born. Speaking in tongues was
no part of the conditions of their salvation, but it was a
miraculous demonstration that caused the people to give
attention and to hear the gospel proclaimed in their own
language, although spoken by men who did not speak their
language. Incidentally, there are people today who claim
to speak in ‘‘tongues,” by the power of the Holy Spirit, as
did the apostles, but it is very obvious that they do not
speak in “tongues” so that people of different nationalities
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can understand them in their own native tongue. There is

not a man on earth today who can speak in “tongues,” as
did the apostles!

The conditions of conversion, or remission of sins, re-
vealed by the inspired men of God on Pentecost, were in
no way related to the peculiar circumstances which attended
their conversion. Having heard the gospel proclaimed by
the special chosen apostles, this gospel being directed by
the Holy Spirit, they were “pricked in their heart” and,

as believers, they were told what to do to obtain remission
of sins.

We must not mistake attendant circumstances of the
conversions, recorded in the New Testament, with the con-
ditions of salvation. According to Acts 16:22-34, the jailor
and they that were in his house were converted by the
gospel proclaimed by Paul, directed by the Holy Spirit.
They believed and were baptized into Christ. Those were
conditions of salvation. The circumstances were different.
Paul and Silas were beaten and placed in prison and at mid-
night a “great earthquake” occurred. If one could make the
attendant circumstances conditions of salvation, then every
time there would be a conversion there would be an earth-
quake! Paul preached the gospel, God’s power to save, to
the jailor (Acts 16:32); but Christ, by the Holy Spirit, re-
vealed the message of salvation to the apostle (Gal. 1:12).

Begotten By Spirit, Born of Water

Peter identified those who were ‘“begotten again” (be-
gotten by the “seed,” the “word,” the “truth,” the “Spirit”)
in I Pet. 1:1, as the same people referred to in the second
chapter of Acts, who heard the first gospel sermon, offering
remission of sins in the name of Christ, which was preached
in the city of Jerusalem on the first Pentecost, after the
Lord’s resurrection from the dead (Acts 2:5-11).
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Peter proclaimed unto them the truth, the word. He
planted the seed of the kingdom in their hearts. ‘“Now
when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost . . . Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls . . . And
the Lord added to the church daily those that were saved”
(Acts 2:37,38,41,47).

To Peter, Christ had declared: ‘“I will build my church
... And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven . ..” (Matt. 16:18,19).

By the Holy Spirit, Peter used the keys of the kingdom
by preaching the word, commanding faith, repentance, and
baptism for the‘remission of sins (Acts 2:4, 14, 36, 37, 38).
The divine record reveals that “they that gladly received his
word were baptized” (Acts 2:41), and the Lord ‘“added to
the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47).
Later, the apostle wrote the epistle of First Peter to them,
declaring that they had been begotten again by the incor-
ruptible seed, the word of God. They were begotten by the
Holy Spirit through the “truth,” the ‘“word,” the “seed,”
and were baptized unto the remission of sins, born of water,
into the kingdom of Christ.

Christ had declared to Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (Jno. 3:5). The
three thousand were born of water and the Spirit, born into
the kingdom of Christ.

“They that gladly received his word were baptized,” it
was affirmed (Acts 2:41). Peter declared that they were
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“begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, through the word of God” (I Pet. 1:23). John
proclaimed that the “Spirit is the truth” and Christ de-
clared that the “truth” is the “word” and the “word” is the
“seed,” therefore, it must be concluded, beyond question,
that the three thousand were begotten by the Holy Spirit,
through the word of God, and born of water (baptized for
the remission of sins) into the kingdom of Christ!

It must, furthermore, be concluded that at no time did
the Holy Spirit act independently of the word, proclaimed
by the apostles, in the conversion of the Pentecostians. The
apostles were divinely guided by the Holy Spirit in pro-
claiming the gospel. The Holy Spirit brought conviction
to the hearts of the sinners, who were converted only
through the preaching of the gospel.

The mission of the Holy Spirit, through the apostles, was
to “reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment” (Jno. 16:8). The medium of that God-given
mission of the Holy Spirit, through the word, has not
changed and will never change!'

HOLY SPIRIT AND CONVERSION OF SAMARITANS

The divine record of the conversion of the people of Sa-
maria is found in Acts 8:5-25. As in every case of conver-
sion, the Holy Spirit performed his God-arranged part:
“And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and pro-
claimed unto them the Christ . . . and the multitudes gave
heed with one accord unto the things that were spoken by
Philip . . . But when they believed Philip preaching good
tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized into Christ.”

Philip, the evangelist, preached the word, “proclaimed
unto them the Christ.”” They that heard and believed
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“Philip’s preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom
and the name of Jesus Christ, were baptized, both men
and women.” The Samaritans were begotten by the Spirit,
through the word, and born of water when they were bap-
tized into the kingdom, as were the three thousand on Pen-
tecost of Acts Chapter 2. The Holy Spirit did not reveal
one word unto them about Christ and His kingdom, except
by mouth of the man of God with the inspired message.
Philip “proclaimed unto them Christ. The multitudes gave
heed with one accord unto the things that were spoken by
Philip . . . when they believed Philip . . . they were bap-
tized . . .”

Belcved, hear me! Are you listening? The Holy Spirit,
at no time, revealed himself directly from Heaven with a
message to the sinner. Sinners who were begotten by the
Holy Spirit and saved from their sins were they who heard
the gospel, believed the gospel, and obeyed the gospel by re-
penting and being baptized into Christ.

Laying On of Hands No Part of Conversion

Someone may inquire, ‘“did not the Samaritans receive
the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit?” Yes, beloved,
but this was a special administration of the Holy Spirit
which could be performed only by the apostles. Although
Philip was a minister of Christ and could perform miracles,
as was done in the apostolic age of the church, to confirm
the word when preached, he could not confer this miracu-
lous work of the Spirit to others. The apostles at Jerusalem
came to Samaria and ‘“laid their hands on them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:14-17). It was
necessary for the apostles to come and confer the miracu-
lous gift of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands. Only
the apostles had this power.
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Simon was informed, “Thou hast neither part nor lot in
this matter” when he sinned by offering to obtain this
gift of God with money (Acts 8:18-21). The Samaritans,
like all Christians, received the Holy Spirit, through the
word of God, when they obeyed the gospel, when they be-
lieved and were baptized. God gives the Holy Spirit to
them that “obey him” (Acts 5:32). The miraculous gift
of the Holy Spirit, however, was through the imposition
of the hands of the apostles and could not be accomplished
except through the apostles. When the last apostle died,
therefore, the laying on of hands, imparting the miraculous
works of the Spirit, ceased!

When the people of Samaria were converted, they were
begotten by the Spirit, through the word of God, and born
of water into the kingdom of Christ!

Regenerating life is within the seed. The regenerating
power of the Holy Spirit is inseparable with the gospel of
Christ, the truth, the word, the seed of the kingdom!

The Holy Spirit does not operate on the soul of man, in-
dependently of the word of God, in converting the soul.
When men talk about conversion by direct operation of the
Holy Spirit, they are presuming that conversion may be
experienced without the Spirit, without life, and without
the word of God. Such “conversion,” therefore, of neces-
sity would be Christless, Godless, Spiritless, and lifeless.

In the last day, men of earth will be judged, not by some
peculiar experience presumed to have been caused by a
direct operation of the Holy Spirit, but by the word of
God, revealed by the Spirit. Jesus said, “He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day” (Jno. 12:48).
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QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

. Does the Holy Spirit operate directly from heaven in

converting the sinner?
What is the power of God to save the believer?

Did the Holy Spirit come directly upon the 3,000 con-
verts, or the apostles, on Pentecost?

Did the Holy Spirit operate upon Lydia’s heart inde-
pendent of the gospel?

Were the miraculous circumstances attending the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit the same as conditions of sal-
vation?

Were the Samaritans saved before they received the
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit?

Were the apostles the only persons who could impart
miraculous power of the Holy Spirit?

. How is one begotten or born of the Spirit?
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CONVERSION OF SAUL

In Acts 9:1-8 and Acts 22:3-16 we have the record of the
conversion of Saul, who became Paul the great apostle. A
man, who later declared, as an apostle, that he was guided
by the Holy Spirit (Gal. 1:11,12), did not have the Holy
Spirit before his conversion. It was necessary for Saul
to change his religion and reverse his conscience concerning
the Christ and His church before he was converted to
Christ. The Holy Spirit, about which this great man of
God wrote so much after his conversion, had a part in his
conversion, but did not appear to Saul directly from heaven
and convert him.

According to Paul himself, as recorded in Acts 22:3 and
23:1, he was a man who lived before God always in all good
conscience toward God. He was a very religious man, deeply
devoted to God, but he was not a Christian at that time.
After he did become a Christian, he referred to himself as
being the ‘“‘chief of sinners” before he became a Christian
(1 Timothy 1:15).

No, friends, just because a person is honest, sincere,
lives before God in all good conscience, is deeply religious,
and is devoted to a religious cause does not mean that he
is a Christian. Saul was a very honest man and ‘‘zealous
toward God,” but he was unsaved. Then you ask, “What
did he do to be saved?”

Not Saved Directly By Holy Spirit

While on his way to Damascus to persecute the church
of our Lord, Jesus appeared unto Saul and said, “Saul,
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Saul, why persecutest thou me?” Saul replied, “Who art
thou, Lord ?”’ Jesus answered, “I am Jesus whom thou per-
secutest.”” Then, trembling and astonished, Paul said,
“Lord, what wilt thou have me do?” Christ replied, “Arise,
and go to the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do” (Acts 9:6).

I ask, my friends, would this not have been the most op-
portune time for the Lord to save Saul, directly from
heaven, if ever a person was to be saved by the power of
the Holy Spirit directly from heaven? But, Saul was no
exception. He had to obey the gospel, too.

Saul waited in the city of Damascus to hear what he
must do to be saved. For three days and night he was
deeply penitent and he prayed. Still he was unsaved.
Finally the gospel, which he must hear to know what to do
tc be saved, was brought to him by Ananias. According to
Acts 22:16, Saul was commanded, “And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call-
ing on the name of the Lord.” He was told what he must
do, as previously informed by Jesus Christ. He was told,
“be baptized and wash away thy sins.” Almost all denom-
inations teach that your sins are to be ‘“washed away”
and then you may be baptized. But, Saul commanded, “be
baptized and wash away thy sins.” Sins forgiven after he
was baptized! Baptism was essential to his salvation. Al-
though other conditions are just as essential, baptism is
no less essential.

Received Sight — Saved?

But, someone asks, ‘“Was not Saul saved when he received
his sight?” My friends, how long will men be deceived by
those who continue to pervert God’s eternal truth? In this
record of the Acts we have the account of Paul’s call to his
apostleship and the record of his conversion. Paul was made
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blind by the brightness of the light. Later his physical eye-
sight was restored. Imagine some preacher deceiving honest
people by saying Saul was saved when he received his sight,
just in order to try to get Saul saved before he was bap-
tized. A deliberate perversion of truth, it is! Remember,
Saul was told, “Arise and be baptized and wash away thy
sins, calling on his name.”

Friends, don’t you know that if Saul were saved before
he was baptized, the Lord didn’t know it, because Christ
said, “You will be told what you must do.” Don’t you know
that if he were saved before he was baptized, Saul himself
didn’t know it! I tell you, beloved, if Saul were saved be-
fore he was baptized, he was the most miserable saved per-
son I have ever read about. Don’t you know, my friends,
if Saul was saved before he was baptized, he was saved
with his sins still unforgiven! Don’t forget, he was told,
“Arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins.” His sins
were not forgiven until he was baptized. He was saved
by the power of the gospel preached by Ananias. He was
converted te the Lord. It was Paul who later wrote, “I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Paul received
the Holy Spirit, as a gift, when he obeyed the gospel.

Referring to his own conversion, Paul declared that he
was buried with Christ by baptism into His death where
the new, Spirit regenerated life began: ‘“Know ye not that
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized into his death. Therefore we were buried with him
by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3,4).

The Holy Spirit set Paul free from sin and death by the
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law of the Spirit, but not directly from heaven, independent
of the gospel. Hear the apostle:

“For the law of the Spirit in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2).

The venerable apostle concluded, ‘“For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God . .. The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God” (Romans 8:14,16).

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CONVERSION OF ETHIOPIAN

The record of the conversion of the Ethiopian officer, re-
corded in Acts 8:26-39, is another example of the operation
of the Holy Spirit in conversion. Here is a man, evidently
a devoutly religious man, who had to change his religion
to be converted to the Lord. He had been to Jerusalem to
worship and was “returning, and was sitting in his chariot,
and was reading the prophet Isaiah.” The Spirit directed
Philip, the preacher of the gospel, saying, “Go near, and
join thyself to this chariot.” Philip obeyed the Holy Spirit.
He approached the Ethiopian in his chariot and inquired,
“Understandest thou what thou readest?’ The Ethiopian
eunuch replied, “How can I except some one guide me?”
Philip accepted his invitation to join him in his chariot
and “beginning from this scripture, preached unto him Je-
sus.”

Saved Directly From Heaven?

My friends, could it be possible that anyone could so
stretch his imagination to think that the Holy Spirit ap-
peared directly from heaven and converted this officer of
Ethiopia? Surely it is unthinkable! The Holy Spirit was
present, but at no time did the Holy Spirit directly inter-
vene, affecting the man’s conversion. The Spirit directed
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a gospel preacher, Philip, to preach the gospel to this man.
If there was ever a time when the Holy Spirit might have
intervened in conversion, he could well have appeared to
the Ethiopian and revealed the meaning of the word of
God which he was reading. The officer stated that he did
not understand the prophecy, which related to Christ, the
savior of man’s soul, and could not understand it ‘“except
someone shall guide me.” If the Holy Spirit would ever
convert a soul by direct operation of his power from heav-
en, why did he not convert the Ethiopian by direct in-
tervention? The answer is obvious! The Holy Spirit does
not operate directly from heaven in the conversion of any
soul, regardless of all the claims of men to the contrary.
Just like every other case of conversion, he heard the gospel
of Christ, the Spirit filled and Spirit directed gospel; the
sinner believed and obeyed the gospel.

Preached Christ

Philip preached unto the Ethiopian Jesus Christ. In
preaching Christ, he preached the commands of Christ.
This is evident in vers;:f 35 through 39. ‘“And as they went
on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eu-
nuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded
the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him. And when they were come up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch
saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”

Beloved, may I ask, where did the Ethiopian get the idea
that he should be baptized? There can be but one answer.
When Philip “preached Jesus” he preached the gospel of
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Jesus. He could not preach Jesus without preaching the
gospel of Jesus. No man today can “preach Jesus” without
preaching the gospel of Christ. What did Jesus command,
as conditions of conversion, in his gospel? Hear it, my
friends! You must not misunderstand it! Are you listening?
...Jesus commanded, “... preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15,16).
Believe and be baptized to be saved, the Lord commanded!
The eunuch declared that he believed that Christ was the
Son of God. He did not make some confession of some hu-
man creed or discipline. He confessed his faith in the Son of
God and upon that confession he was baptized into Christ
where he became a new creature in Christ. He was buried
with his Lord in baptism, as pictured in Rom. 6:3,4. Both
Philip, the preacher, and the eunuch, the man being con-
verted to the Lord, “went down in the water, both Philip
and the eunuch; and he baptized him.” The Holy Spirit
had a part in the conversion of this officer from Ethiopia,
but only through the gospel of Christ, as in every case of
conversion. The Holy Spirit directed the preacher to the
man who was to be converted and inspired the gospel mes-
sage that brought about his conversion. Such direct op-
eration of the Holy Spirit was necessary during those days
of miracles, because they did not have the written and
confirmed gospel of Christ. But even during the miracu-
lous days, no soul was ever converted by the Holy Spirit,
directly from heaven!

Conclusions

The Spirit intervened in the conversion of the man of
Ethiopia but not independent of the gospel of Christ (Acts
8:26-39).

I submit the following conclusions concerning the Holy
Spirit and the conversion of the Ethiopian.
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It must be observed:

1) The Spirit was present but did not speak directly to
the man to be converted; rather, the Spirit directed the
evangelist, Philip, to go and preach the gospel of Christ
to the Ethiopian officer.

2) The sinner invited the preacher to guide him in an
understanding of the truth. “How can I understand ex-
cept some man should guide me?” he said. The Holy Spirit
was to appeal to his intelligence, his understanding, through
the teaching of the scriptures by Philip, the preacher.

3) Philip, from the Scriptures, “preached unto him Je-
sus.” He preached the gospel of Jesus. He proclaimed
the Spirit filled truth, by which the officer was begotten.

Philip preached Jesus by preaching the gospel of the
great commission of Jesus, which included, ‘“He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:15,16).
No man can preach ‘“Jesus” without preaching the com-
mands of Jesus. After confessing that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of God, in obedience to the command of the
Lord, the man of Ethiopia was baptized into Christ.

The Spirit was there. Philip was directed by the Spirit
of the Lord to preach the gospel to this honest soul. The
Spirit directed the evangelist on his way, after the con-
version of the eunuch, but at no time did the Holy Spirit
speak directly to the convert, or influence the decision or
experience of the man’s heart, independent of the teaching
of the word by the evangelist. The Holy Spirit operates
upon the soul in conversion, but not independently of the
gospel of Christ which is the “power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16).

CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS AND HOLY SPIRIT

Cornelius, another devotedly religious man, was converted
unto the Lord by the gospel of Christ, proclaimed by the
apostle Peter, inspired by Holy Spirit.



o8 THE HOLY SPIRIT

“But,” someone inquires, ‘“‘did not the Holy Spirit fall
upon Cornelius and his household and convert them ?”’ No,
beloved, the Holy Spirit never at any time came directly
upon anyone for the purpose of conversion. It is true the
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit came upon Cornelius and
his Gentile household, and, for a very specific purpose;
namely, to prove to Peter and the other Jews that the Gen-
tiles were subjects of the gospel as well as the Jews. The
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit was administered by
the Lord to the Gentiles, in the case of Cornelius, to estab-
lish the fact that the Jews on Pentecost, of Acts, the 2nd
chapter, had no special privileges over the Gentiles in the
Lord’s kingdom (Acts 10:44-47; 11:15-18). A more de-
tailed discussion of the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” will
be presented in another part of this series of addresses.

Cornelius was begotten by the Spirit through the word
of God which was proclaimed by Peter. Although he was
a devotedly religious man, Cornelius was an unsaved man.
He was informed by the angel: “Send men to Joppa, and
call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell thee
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved”
(Acts 11:13,14).

When Peter was convinced that Cornelius was a subject
of the gospel of Christ, he said, “Can any man forbid water,
that these should not be baptized, which have received the
Holy Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:47,48).

Cornelius was told to get Peter “who shall tell thee words
whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” Now, be-
ing convinced that both Jew and Gentile are subjects of
the gospel of Christ, and seeing that they were believers in
Christ, he concluded, “what was I, that I could withstand
God?”’ (Acts 11:16,17). He, therefore, “commanded them
to be baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:47).
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The heavenly messenger did not tell Cornelius, the sin-
ner, what to do to be saved but directed him to get a gospel
preacher, Peter, a man inspired by the Holy Spirit, to tell
him “words whereby’’ he should be saved!

Obedience To Gospel

This is the conversion of a man whose prayer was heard,
but the Holy Spirit did not descend upon him and save his
soul in direct answer to prayer. Neither did the miraculous
gift of the Holy Spirit have any relationship to his salvation
from sin. This miracle of the gift of the Holy Spirit, al-
though wrought upon Cornelius, was not for the purpose of
¢hanging Cornelius, but was for the benefit of Peter and
the Jews. We usually determine what a thing is for by the
use made of it, especially is this true with divine appro-
bation.

Here is a man, Cornelius, a very good man and a devoted-
ly religious man, but a lost man, who must hear words
whereby he should be saved (Acts 11:14). The only com-
mand he was given to obey was, ‘“And he commanded them
to be baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:48).

The only requirement, therefore, made of Cornelius and
his house, in order to be saved, was to be baptized into Je-
sus Christ. This does not mean that man is saved by bap-
tism alone. It is very evident that they were penitent be-
lievers and as believers were baptized into Christ. No
doubt, there are many honest, sincere, and even devotedly
religious people today who need to obey the Lord by being
baptized into Christ in order to be saved, as was the case
of Cornelius.

One does not need to feel a consciousness of being the
greatest sinner in the world to be conscious of his need of
salvation. Every man should look into the mirror of God’s
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word and try to see himself as he is, good or bad, religious,
or irreligious, and resolve to obey the commands of the
Lord, as they apply to him, even if he need only to be bap-
tized into Christ.

Disobedience to this command of the Lord, even though
one might be devotedly religious, may cause his soul to be
lost. Cornelius was lost until he was told by the apostle
“words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved,”
which were, “be baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts
11:14; Acts 10:47,48). The Holy Spirit had a part in the
conversion of Cornelius, but it was through the Spirit filled
“words’’ spoken by the apostle. He was not converted by
the direct power of the Holy Spirit, independent of the word
of God.

HOLY SPIRIT AND CONVERSION OF CORINTHIANS

The brief record of the conversion of the Corinthians is
recorded in Acts 18:8-11. “And Crispus, the chief ruler of
the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and
many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were bap-
tized.”” Paul continued to preach the gospel in the city
two years.

Crispus and other Corinthians, who were converted,
heard the gospel, believed and were baptized. Crispus was
baptized by Paul, I Cor. 1:14, as Christ commanded in the
great commission (Mark 16:15,16).

They were begotten by the Spirit through the gospel
preached by Paul. “For in Christ Jesus I have begotten
you through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15). This is in har-
mony with the inspired declaration of the apostle Peter
when he declared that one is begotten again of incorruptible
seed, the word of God (Pet. 1:22,23).
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The Holy Spirit gives the regenerating and life repro-
ductive power to the seed, the word, the gospel, the truth.
Paul emphasized that the gospel he proclaimed was in-
spired and directed by the Holy Spirit. “But I certify you,
brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal.
1:11,12).

The Holy Spirit operated on the hearts of the Corinthians
as they heard the gospel, believed the gospel, and obeyed
the gospel; as in every case of conversion in the New Testa-
ment. There is no divine record indicating that the Holy
Spirit ever converted any soul by some direct manifesta-
tions of power upon the sinner!

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

1. Did the Holy Spirit bring message of salvation directly
to Saul, or instruct preacher to tell him what to do to
be saved?

Was Saul saved on the Damascus road?
What was Saul told to do to be saved?
How did the Holy Spirit convert Saul?

Was the Ethiopian officer converted by the Holy Spirit?
Directly from Heaven? How?

6. Why didn’t Holy Spirit tell the Ethiopian what to do to
be saved instead of instructing Philip?

AN

7. Did the Holy Spirit save Cornelius directly from heav-
en?

8. Why was Peter sent to Cornelius?
9. What did Cornelius do to be saved?

10. Were the Corinthians saved by direct powers of the
Holy Spirit?
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My friends, many honest and sincere people are confused
about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. So confused are
many people that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit,
they think only of the baptism of the Holy Spirit; or, when
the Bible speaks of baptism some think only of the Holy
Spirit baptism. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
A few important questions will enable us to better under-
stand this subject.

1. Who was the administrator of Holy Spirit baptism?

2. To whom was the baptism of the Holy Spirit prom-
ised?

3. Who were baptized with the Holy Spirit?

4. Why were they baptized with the Holy Spirit?

5. May we expect the baptism of the Holy Spirit today?

Christ, Administrator of Holy Spirit Baptism

The Holy Spirit was never given as a command to be
administered by man, neither to be obeyed by man. The
baptism of the Holy Spirit was a promise to be received by
certain men chosen for a certain purpose. The baptism of
the Holy Spirit was immediate and direct from God, bear-
ing directly upon the spirit of man, resulting in the human
mind being completely subject to the dictates of the Divine
Mind in revealing all truth. In the beginning, the Holy
Spirit was an agent of the Father and Son, depending upon
them for right of action.

In regards to the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit,
the Bible most emphatically declares that Christ, the Son,
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was the administrator. John, the immerser, said: “I in-
deed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire” (Matt. 3:11).

Christ, not man, therefore, was the administrator of bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. John, the Baptist, could and did
baptize in water; but Christ, and only Christ, could bap-
tize with the Holy Spirit. It was Christ, the Son, in his
farewell message to his apostles, who commanded them
to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit. ‘“But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8). Luke reveals that Christ command-
ed the apostles to tarry in the city until they were clothed
with power from on high (Luke 24:49).

From John’s prophecy we observe his specific prediction
as to the identity of the administrator of the baptism of
the Holy Spirit; that being Christ himself. John spoke to
a mixed audience, including disciples and sinners, the wheat
and chaff, therefore, he not only spoke of the baptism of
the Holy Spirit but he spoke of the baptism of fire, which
I shall discuss later. One fundamental thing should be
understood now, however ; John did not mean to include all
disciples, with reference to being baptized in the Holy
Spirit; neither did he mean that all of the multitude, which
heard him, would receive the baptism of fire. He simply
made a prophetic declaration, regarding these matters, to
the multitude that heard him.

1. Who? — The Apostles!

The logical question now in order is, who was baptized
with the Holy Spirit? There can be no doubt about the
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identity of those who were promised the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. This promise was made to the apostles. The
very nature of the baptism of the Holy Spirit will bear evi-
dence of this fact.

The apostles were chosen ambassadors of Christ, to be
guided by the Holy Spirit, revealing to them all truth (2
Cor. 5:18-20; John 16:13). In order for them to reveal
all truth, and nothing but the truth, there was the necessity
of complete possession of their speech and their writings,
being completely endued by the Holy Spirit, or baptized
with the Holy Spirit. God entrusted these men, the apos-
tles, with the mysteries of the gospel and kingdom of God,
baptizing them with the Holy Spirit, having ordained them
unto this great mission. ‘“Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it you” (John 15:16).

Promise Limited

Jesus himself did not promise the baptism of the Holy
Spirit to all the world; neither did he promise it to all his
disciples, but only to his apostles. In giving His commis-
sion to them He said, ‘“And, behold, I send the promzise of
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusa-
lem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke
24:49).

Just before Christ ascended to the Father, He referred
to the very prophecy of John and applied it to His apostles.
Hear him: ‘“And being assembled together with them, com-
manded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of the Father, which saith he, ye
have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water;
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but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence” (Acts 1:4,5).

To be more specific, as to the identity of those who should
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we need only to
read Acts 1:2, where the identity is definitely narrowed to
the apostles: “. . . he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen.”
Notice: He “gave commandment unto the apostles,” the
record reveals.

Not Many Days Hence

Another fact, indicating that all disciples for all time
to come would not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
was the setting of the time when the baptism of the Holy
Spirit should be received: ‘“Not many days hence,” Jesus
said. “Not many days hence,” my friends, does not mean
1900 years hence. The days of the fulfillment are fully
stated in the Bible. We need only to read the remaining
part of the first chapter and the second chapter of Acts to
learn that “not many days hence” was the first Pentecost,
as already pointed out from the scriptures, after the Lord’s
resurrection from the dead.

Not 120 Disciples

It is believed by many religious leaders that the baptism
of the Holy Spirit came upon the one hundred and twenty
disciples gathered in Jerusalem, but a careful and honest
analysis of the scriptures will refute this false conclusion.

In the first place, the promise of the baptismal measure
of the Holy Spirit was never made to anyone, except to the
apostles. It is true that John, the Baptist, did not specify
all who were to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He
did say that some, whom he had baptized in water, would
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be baptized in the Holy Spirit, but He made it known that
he could not administer Holy Spirit baptism. Christ only
could baptize with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11). We need
only to consult the scripture further to identify those who
were to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This prom-
ise was only to the apostles. They did receive the baptis-
mal measure of the Holy Spirit.

Before Christ left the earth, He told the apostles He
would send them the Holy Spirit to bring to their remem-
brance the things He had taught them and to guide them
into all truth (John 14:26; 16:26; 16:7-15). To know the
identity of those who did receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, we need only to read the account of its administra-
tion. The record is found in Acts, beginning with verse 1,
chapter 1. Hear it! Are you listening?

“The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all
that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy
Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he
had chosen: To whom also he shewed himself alive after
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God: And, being assembled together with them,”
(Now notice: with whom? “With them,” the apostles)
“commanded them’” (charged whom? He charged ‘“them,”
the apostles) “that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye
have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water;
but ye . ..” (but, “ye” ... whom? we ask. The apostles,
unquestionably!) ‘“ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence. When they,” (‘‘they,” whom? The
apostles!) “They therefore were come together, they asked
of him, saying Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not
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for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power. But ye” (‘“ye,” whom? we ask.
The apostles, of course) ‘“ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts
1:1-8).

After this specific promise of the Holy Spirit to the apos-
tles, Christ ascended to the Father in heaven.

Now, as absolute evidence that the Lord fulfilled this
promise of the Holy Spirit to the apostles, we read the ac-
count of the administration of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Beginning with the last verse of Acts, 1st chapter,
and continuing through Acts 2:4, we read:

“And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they” (May
we pause and emphasize the question, who were ‘“they”?
Who is the antecedent of “they” in this verse? There is
but one answer; the apostles!) “They” (the apostles)
were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they” (Again we pause and in-
quire, who were “they”? The antecedent of they can only
be the apostles); “they,” (the apostles), “were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 1:26; 2:1-4).
Surely, the identity of the apostles in this text can not be
mistaken!

Ladies and gentlemen, there can be no doubt about it!
The apostles only were they who received the baptism of
the Holy Spirit on this day, the first Pentecost after the
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Lord’s resurrection from the dead. They waited in Jeru-
salem, as they were commanded, until Jesus fulfilled his
promise to them, by baptizing them in the Holy Spirit.

Multitude, 120 Not Present

The multitude, including the 120 disciples, was not even
present when the baptism of the Holy Spirit came upon the
apostles. In verse 6 of Acts 2, it is revealed: ‘“Now when
this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and
were confounded, because that every man heard them”
(and again I emphasize “them,” the apostles) ‘“speak in
his own language.” As evidence that the multitude did.in-
clude the 120 disciples, we need only to read Acts 1:15.
The revised version definitely states, “the company of per-
sons was in all about a hundred and twenty.” Of the mul-
titude it was said, ‘“and they were all amazed and mar-
velled, saying, Behold, are not all these that speak Gali-
leans? And how hear we every man in his own language
wherein we were born?”’

My friends, don’t you know that such questions as those
of Acts 1:15 would not have been asked of the 120? Were
the 120 all Galileans? Why was the multitude amazed?
Obviously, because they were listening to twelve men, who
were baptized with the Holy Spirit, speak God’s word which
was heard and understood in at least sixteen languages
of different nations. The multitude “came together” and
were amazed as they listened!

Carrying out this divine purpose, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, the record reveals: ‘“But Peter, standing
up with the eleven,” (May I pause and ask, standing up
with whom? Does the Bible say, “But Peter standing up
with the 120”? No, my friends, the 120 did not receive the
baptism of the Holy Spirit with the apostles, for it was
not God’s purpose that they should receive the baptism
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of the Holy Spirit! This is what the word of God says:
Hear it! Are you listening? “But Peter standing up with
the eleven, lifted up his voice and spake forth unto them”
(Acts 2:14). Peter stood up with the other apostles who
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. You do under-
stand that, don’t you!

Fulfillment of Prophecy

Having been accused of being drunk, because the multi-
tude did not understand the purpose of the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, the apostle answered the critics by quoting
the prophecy of Joel to confirm the fact that they were
endued with the Holy Spirit.

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy” (Acts
2:17-21).

The apostle said: “This is that which hath been spoken
through the Prophet Joel.” He plainly says, “this s that

.. “These are not drunken . . . but this is that which
hath been spoken through the Prophet Joel.”” Some men
claim the same baptism of the Holy Spirit is being admin-
istered on men and women today. They have misunder-
stood the prophecy of Joel and do not get the full import of
Peter’s application of the prophecy.

There is no baptism of the Holy Spirit administered to-
day. Peter concluded that the “last days” are here; the
last dispensation, that of Christ and divine revelation.
The gospel is now to be proclaimed to all men of all nations,
by those whom God hath ordained as His ambassadors.
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Cbjection: “All Flesh”

But an objection is raised, declaring, “Did not Joel say,
‘I will pour forth of my Spirit on all flesh’ meaning all men
and women of the earth?’ The prophet did say, “I will
pour forth of my Sprit upon all flesh,” but surely we must
understand the meaning of ‘all flesh.”

In the first place, “all flesh” could not literally mean all
flesh. Paul, by the Holy Spirit, says, “All flesh is not
the same flesh; but there is one flesh of men, and another
flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of
fishes” (1 Cor. 15:39). Surely, we would agree the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit was not promised to the animals.
But, someone suggests, ‘“all flesh” means all “human flesh.”
That, my friend, is no better; for ‘“all human flesh’’ would
include the drunkard, the fornicator, the reprobate and all
sinners. Surely, no responsible person would advocate the
theory, that all human beings are to receive the miraculous
gift of the Holy Spirit. Then the statement, ‘“all flesh,”
must have a definite application, its meaning being that all
races, both Jew and Gentile.

When Joel made the prophecy, the Jew and Gentile were
separate peoples. The Gentiles were separate from the
covenant of promise. Paul wrote, “Wherefore, remember,
that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are
called uncircumcision by that which is called the Circum-
cision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,

having no hope, and without God in the world” (Ephesians
2:11,12).

Even the Old Law, which was to be abolished, was a bar-
rier between Jew and Gentile. Hear the apostle! Are you
listening? ‘“For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
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and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between
us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that
he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached
peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were
nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father” (Eph. 2:14-18).

Also, the inspired apostle wrote, “And you, being dead
in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all tres-
passes; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out
of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled prin-
cipalities and powers he made a shew of them openly, tri-
umphing over them in it” (Col. 2:13-15).

All Fiesh Not All Jews And Gentiles

We are not to conclude, however, that ‘‘all flesh” means
all Jews and Gentiles. As already pointed out, that would
include all sinners. There can be but one answer; that is,
the promise was given to representatives of both Jews and
Gentiles.

The prophecy of Joel was the promise of the miraculous
out-pouring, or gift, of the Holy Spirit upon “all flesh,”
representatives of both Jews and Gentiles.

The baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit was adminis-
tered to the Jews, as we have discussed from the second
chapter of Acts, on the day of Pentecost, while the special
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit was administered to the
Gentiles at the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:44-47). “All
flesh” therefore has received the miraculous administration
of the Holy Spirit.
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One Baptism — Water Baptism

The Holy Spirit, having been sent to this world the gos-
pel of Christ, which was confirmed by the mighty works of
the Spirit, will abide perpetually in that same gospel, which
was proclaimed on Pentecost and at the house of Cornelius,
to save the world.

Today, there is only one baptism. Hear the Spirit,
through the apostle! “One Lord, one faith, one baptism”
(Eph. 4:5). Language could not be plainer. One baptism.!
The same Spirit, in the same book, chapter and verse, who
said there is one Lord, declared there is one baptism! That
one baptism is water baptism. Jesus said, “Go ye, there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19). According to Mark, He said, “. . . Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15,16). Peter
commanded, “. . . Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

Saul was commanded, ‘“And now why tarriest thou?
Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Later, Paul wrote,
by the Spirit, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life” (Romans 6:3,4).

Peter, by the Spirit, wrote, “. . . Wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water. The like figure where-
unto even baptism doth also now save us . . .” (1 Peter

3:20,21).



THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 73

Jesus declared, “. . . Verily, verily I say unto thee, Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

Philip preached the gospel to the man of Ethiopia, “And
as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water:
and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized? And Philip said, if thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And
he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and
he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoic-
ing” (Acts 8:36-39).

“One baptism;” WATER BAPTISM! Surely, there can
be no doubt of it. There is ‘“one baptism’ today (Eph.
4:5), and that is water baptism.

Holy Spirit baptism is one, water baptism is one, and
the baptism of fire is one. One plus one, plus one, equals
three. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is in the past, Christ
having fulfilled his promise to the apostles. The baptism
of fire is yet future, baptism of fire in hell for the unsaved
(Matt. 3:11,12). Three minus two equals one, therefore,
“one baptism,” water baptism. There were two, the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of water (Acts
2:2-8, 38,41), but today there is “one”’

There can be no denial of the fact that the inspired apos-
tle declared that there is “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Ob-
serve the key word, “is,” in the text. It is present tense.
Today, now and until Christ comes, since the day of Pen-
tecost, including the day Paul wrote those words to the
church at Ephesus, there is ‘“one baptism;” baptism in
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water, “for remission of sins,” to “wash away thy sins,”
which puts a believer into Christ (Gal. 3:26,27; Rom. 6:3,4).

Baptism of Fire

The baptism of fire was promised in Matthew 3:11,12,
with Christ as the administrator; with hell fire the element
and future punishment as its purpose. Verse 12 of this
text leaves us no doubt that the baptism with fire will
occur when the righteous are separated from the unright-
eous. In Palestine the Jews often used a fan in separating
the chaff from the wheat. . But when Christ comes again
“he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.”

I have heard honest people pray for the baptism of fire,
but, my friends, you don’t want the baptism of fire! It is
yet future and will be punishment of the wicked in hell.
When our Lord comes he will thoroughly purge by separat-
ing the wheat from the chaff and he will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire!

The baptism of fire will be administered by the Lord
when he comes again. The wicked, ungodly, and disobedi-
ent will be banished from the presence of the Lord, bap-
tized in fire, to be punished throughout eternity.

Jesus, himself, declared: ‘“So shall it be at the end of the
world, the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just, And shall cast them into the furnace
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matt.
13:49,50).

We plead with all eternity bound souls to so live and die
that you may avoid the baptism of fire! Obey the gospel re-
vealed in the New Testament, proclaimed by men who were
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baptized with the Holy Spirit. Be baptized into Christ; be
born again, and live a faithful consecrated, Christian life
that it may be well with your soul!

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION
To whom was the baptism of the Holy Spirit promised?
Who was administrator of Holy Spirit baptism?
For what purpose was the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
When was the baptism of the Holy Spirit administered ?
Who received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
What was the meaning of “speaking in tongues”?

What is the meaning of “all flesh’”?

® N o ;o WD

Have both Jews and Gentiles received the miraculous
gift of the Holy Spirit?
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Ladies and gentlemen, what are the gifts of the Spir-
it and for what purpose did the gifts of the Spirit serve?
Were all Christians in New Testament times endued with
special gifts? These are important questions.

We have already learned that the kingdom of Christ was
inaugurated with distinctive gifts of the Holy Spirit, in
a baptismal measure, which enabled the Apostles, under
complete, divine domination, through revelation, to pro-
claim the gospel of Christ, offering remission of sins in the
name of Christ. The beginning of the kingdom was a
great and notable miracle with physical manifestation,
signs and tongues, enabling the apostles to attract the at-
tention of the multitudes and speak, by inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, God’s word of salvation without fault. This
power, the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit, with mi-
raculous gifts, came directly from heaven without human
aid as a fulfillment of Christ’s promise to His apostles.

For purpose of distinction, we may refer to these gifts
as primary gifts to the apostles. As already pointed out,
the apostles were the only ones who received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, for enduement, enlighten-
ment, and inspiration. The Gentiles received a miraculous
“gift of the Holy Spirit,”” at the house of Cornelius, to
prove to the Jews that the “middle wall of partition” had
been removed between Jews and Gentiles and the gospel
was to be preached to all the world, to both Jews and Gen-
tiles!

In addition to the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, as a re-
sult of the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles,
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which were performed only by the apostles, there were
miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit conferred upon other
Christians through the laying on of the hands of the apos-
tles. The apostles only possessed the rare gift of transfer-
ring miraculous gifts to others, but they could not confer
the power to pass these gifts from the first person to sec-
ond persons. These special gifts were not imposed beyond
the first receiver. We shall discuss these matters in more
detail later.

Why Gifts of The Spirit

The purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit has al-
ready been discussed, but some added remarks are in order.
Christ, God’s Son, had already been rejected. “He came
unto his own and his own received him not” (Jno. 1:11).
He was obscure and so poor that he had “not where to lay
his head” (Luke 9:58). Even his birthday was forgotten,
if it was ever remembered. Yet, he came to establish a
world-empire, the kingdom of love. He had no wealth, no
position of power, and His teaching was so deep and spiri-
tual that few understood its meaning. Therefore, the great
miracles, gifts of the Spirit, were to attract attention to
the fact that He was the Son of God, to the words of His
Father’s will, and to confirm the word as God’s will.

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God . . .” (Jno. 20:30,31).

“And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with
signs following”’ (Mark 16:20).

“. .. Which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God
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also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will?’ (Heb. 2:2-4).

The apostles, His chosen ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20),
like the Lord, from the world’s viewpoint, were unlearned,
humble, obscure and without influence to be heard. There
was, therefore, the need for visible signs and miraculous
acts to demand the attention of the people, to prepare the
soil for the planting of the seed of the kingdom. These
facts, of course, were secondary to the primary purpose
of sending the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the apos-
tles, which was to divinely guide them in the proclamation
and declaration of the gospel.

Jesus came from God with the message of salvation. He
passed it down to the apostles, revealing to them, by reve-
lation of the Holy Spirit, the eternal truth of God which
was to be to every creature in all the world. This message
from God, His Son, and the Spirit, once planted in the
hearts of men, with mature fruits, would ever be an abid-
ing power for the salvation of man’s soul. That word has
been confirmed by the mighty wonders and gifts of the
spirit, written and preserved in the New Testament, the
word of God.

When men erect a great building they put up the scaf-
folding. But when the building is finished and it can stand
alone, the scaffolding is removed. The great signs, mira-
cles, and gifts of the spirit, revealed in the New Testa-
ment, constitute the scaffolding for the truth and the
church in its infancy. Now that it is finished, there is no
longer need for the scaffolding.

Gifts of The Spirit By Imposition of Apostles’ Hands

The gifts of the Spirit, by the laying on of the hands of
the apostles, were indirect, miraculous gifts peculiar to the
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apostolic age. No one could impart miraculous gifts of the
Spirit to others, except the apostles. As evidence of this
fact let us first consider the ministry of Stephen and Philip.

According to Acts 6:2-6, “Then the twelve called the
multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not
reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve
tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the
word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude; and they
chose Stephen a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,
and Philip and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they
set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they
laid their hands on them.”

Had Holy Spirit Before Laying on Hands

We have no further reference to the works of all these
men, but we do know something about the works of Stephen
and Philip. It should be observed that these men had the
Holy Spirit before the laying on of hands of the apostles.
One of their qualifications was to be ‘“full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit.”” These men had obeyed the gospel and
thus had received the Holy Spirit. In Acts 5:32 it is af-
firmed that God gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey
him: “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is also
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey
him.” The Holy Spirit dwells in all God’s children (I Cor.
3:16), but all of God’s children do not have miraculous gifts
of the Spirit. Peter commanded, ““Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
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Ghost” (Acts 2:38). The “gift of the Holy Spirit” does
not mean miraculous gifts of the Spirit.

For one, other than the apostles, to perform miraculous
gifts of the spirit, it was necessary for the apostles to lay
hands on him. The apostles laid their hands on Stephen
and Philip, along with the other chosen five. Of Stephen
it was said, “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great
wonders and miracles among the people” (Acts 6:8). He
eloquently preached the word and did great works for the
Lord. “They were not able to resist the wisdom and the
spirit by which he spake” (Acts 6:10), therefore, they
stoned him to death.

Philip, on whom the apostles had laid their hands, be-
came the first evangelist and a great preacher who worked
for the Lord. He “went down to the city of Samaria, and
preached Christ unto them. And the people with one ac-
cord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hear-
ing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean
spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many that
were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies,
and that were lame, were healed. And there was great
joy in that city” (Acts 8:5-8).

Not Part of Conversion

There were signs that ‘“followed” the preaching of the
word by those men with gifts of the Spirit. Jesus said it
would be so (Mark 16:17,20). However, it was the preach-
ing of the gospel, and not the signs, or miraculous works of
the Spirit, that converted the people. “But when they be-
lieved Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom
of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women” (Acts 8:12). That is what Jesus
commanded when he gave the great commission saying,
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
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creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15.16).
Philip preached that gospel. The people heard, believed
and obeyed the gospel. They were baptized into Christ as
a result of the preaching of the gospel by Philip. The mir-
acles and wonders he performed caused the people to give
“heed to the things which Philip spake,” but they were
converted by the power of the gospel and not by the power
of the gifts of the Spirit. The gifts of the Spirit only com-
manded attention to the gospel which he preached.

Philip Could Not Transfer Power

The apostolic hand had been laid on Philip, which en-
abled him to do the ‘“‘signs and great miracles,” but he
could not transfer that power to another person. Only the
apostles had this particular power. A person, on whom the
apostles had laid hands and conferred the miraculous gifts
of the Spirit, could perform the mighty works of the Spirit,
but that person could not in turn lay his hand on another
person and confer the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. Only
the apostles could impart spiritual gifts.

Laying on Apostles’ Hands

When Peter and John, apostles of Christ in Jerusalem,
heard that the Samaritans had received the word of the
Lord they went to Samaria and conferred on the baptized
believers the miraculous gift of the Spirit through the lay-
ing on of hands. This is the divine record:

“Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto
them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down,
prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they
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were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid
they their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Ghost”” (Acts 8:14-17).

Simon evidently recognized that it was through the lay-
ing on of the hands of the apostles that miraculous powers
were imposed upon the Samaritans (Acts 8:18). He ‘“saw
that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit
was given” and he offered the apostles money to purchase
that power. Peter informed him that this “gift of God”
could not be purchased. Furthermore, he declared, “Thou
hast neither part nor lot in this matter” (verses 20,21).
From this text we are forced to the conclusion that the “gift
of God,” obviously, the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit,
were received only by the early Christians through laying
on of the apostles’ hands.

Another example of the laying on of the apostles’ hands
is found in Acts 19:1-6. At Ephesus Paul “laid his hands
upon them and the Holy Spirit came upon them; and they
spake with tongues, and prophesied.” The Ephesians spoke
in tongues and prophesied only after they had received the
Holy Spirit through the laying of the apostle Paul’s hands.
There can be no doubt about the necessity of the imposition
of the apostles’ hands before the Christians of New Testa-
ment times could speak in tongues, prophesy, and do miracu-
lous works. It is, therefore, false to presume that men to-
day can speak in tongues, prophesy, and perform miracles
since there are no apostles on earth with power to confer
such miraculous gifts through the laying on of hands. When
the last apostle died, therefore, the laying on of hands,
imparting miraculous works of the Spirit, ceased!

Miraculous Gifts — Corinthian Church

The church at Corinth was characterized by a diversity
of apostolic gifts. These gifts are referred to in the
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twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth chapters of 1 Corin-
thians. Verses I through 11 of the 12th chapter specifically
reveal the character of these gifts.

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not
have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried
away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Where-
fore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And
there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one
1s given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith
by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the
same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discering of spirits; to another divers
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
But all these worketh’that one and the selfsame Spirit, di-
viding to every man severally as he will.”

From the study of Paul’s dissertation on spiritual gifts
we learn much about the nature, the distribution, and ob-
ject of the miraculous gifts in the early church. It seems
that the gifts were so numerous in the Corinthian church
that it was necessary for the inspired apostle to regulate
the use of them (1 Cor. 12th and 14th chapters).

The objectives of the spiritual gifts are obviously stated.
The different types of gifts, the distribution and value of
them are unquestionably stated. The duration of the spiri-
tual gifts is not left without attention.

It will be observed that all the gifts were not given to
all the believers (verses 18-30). All believers did not re-
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ceive the same gifts. Some of the gifts, evidently were
more important than others. Included in the catalogue of
gifts were the “gifts of healing,” gifts of “miracles,” gifts
of “tongues,” and gift of ‘“knowledge.” All these gifts were
important in their time, but the apostle concludes, in verse
31, there is ‘“a more excellent way.”

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

1.What was the purpose of gifts of the Holy Spirit?

2. What was source of power for miraculous gifts of the
Spirit?

Who was able to impart power of miraculous gifts?
Did all believers receive gifts of the Holy Spirit?

Were miraculous gifts a part of conversion?

A S

Did those who received miraculous gifts of the Spirit
already possess the Holy Spirit?
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Several years after the apostles had received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2), Cornelius, a Gen-
tile, received a miraculous “gift of the Holy Spirit.” The
divine record is found in Acts, Chapters 10 and 11. Cor-
nelius, a good, devoutly religious man, but not a Christian,
was told to send to Joppa and get Peter, who was an apos-
tle and a Jew, who would tell him, “words, whereby thou
shalt be saved, thy and thy house.”

In the process of time, God performed a miracle before
Peter’s eyes, convincing him that he should call no man
“common or unclean,” preparing him (a Jew) to preach the
gospel to a Gentile. Peter knew that Gentiles were looked
upon with disfavor by the Jews, and, no doubt, realizing
he would have to give an account of his actions, he carried
along with him six Jewish brethren. This fact, itself, is
important to an understanding of the reason for the special
administration of the gift of the Holy Spirit upon Corne-
lius.

Gentiles Receive Holy Spirit

Peter, the apostle, proclaimed the gospel of Christ to
Cornelius, having introduced his sermon by stating, “Of a
truth, I perceive that God is no respector of persons: But
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteous-
ness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34,35).

What a glorious thought! The gospel is for all. He is
Lord of all! The Gentiles are now to become Christians,
beginning with Cornelius. But, my friends, be not misled
by any theory of the gift of the Holy Spirit, which makes

— 85 —
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it. applicable to Cornelius and all other people of the world,
so much that it is essential to salvation. Cornelius, a Gen-
tile, like the Jews on Pentecost, had to hear, believe, and
obey the gospel in order to be saved. Remember, he was
told to send and get Peter, “Who shall tell thee words,
whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” (Acts
11:14). This special gift of the Holy Spirit had nothing
directly to do with his salvation. Yes, it was a miracle,
like the miracle on Pentecost, when the 3,000 were saved,
but this special administration of the Holy Spirit had noth-
ing directly to do with the conversion of the converts.

On Pentecost the purpose of the miraculous administra-
tion of the baptism of the Holy Spirit was to guide the
apostles in the revelation of the gospel, as already pointed
out. At the house of Cornelius, the miraculous measure
of the Holy Spirit was evident in two ways. First, the Holy
Spirit directed Peter, without prejudice, to preach the gos-
pel to the people of another nation, to “make known among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,” to prove
to the Jews that the Gentiles were a part of “every crea-
ture,” a part of “all flesh,” who should obey the gospel of
Christ and be saved. Secondly, the miraculous “gift of the
Holy Spirit” was poured out on Cornelius, a Gentile, to
convince the Jews that salvation in Christ was also granted
unto the Gentiles.

When Peter related these facts to his Jewish brethren,
they were accepted as God-given and all criticisms were
silenced. ‘“When they heard these things, they held their
peace and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.”

Poured Out Gift of Holy Spirit

In Acts 10:44-48 it is recorded that, “While Peter yet
spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which
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heard the word. And they of the circumcision which be-
lieved were astonished, as many as came with Peter, be-
cause that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man
forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have
received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” In this
text it should be observed that the divine record reveals
“that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the
Holy Spirit.”” Later, when the apostle Peter reported the
matter, Acts 11:15, he said, “As I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning.”

Not Baptism of Holy Spirit For Cornelius

As we study this text, with reference to the miraculous
appearance of the Holy Spirit, we must observe the state-
ment of Peter when he said, “Then remembered I the word
of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost” (Acts
11:16).

Our first thought might be that Peter was concluding
that Cornelius had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit
as did the apostles. But, let us look at his statement more
carefully and in view of other related references to the

matter.

Peter reported that he remembered the miraculous out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost when the Holy
Spirit “fell on them,” that is, Cornelius and his household.
This miraculous incident carried Peter back to that eventful
day when they, the apostles, received the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, .:s had been promised by Christ, and 3,000 be-.
lievers were baptized in water for the remission of sins and
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received the gift of the Holy Spirit. This “like gift”’ came
upon the Gentiles that believed in a miraculous way, but it
was not the baptism of the Holy Spirit, like the apostles
received, neither was it for the same purpose. This was
a miraculous administration of the Holy Spirit, not merely
the Holy Spirit as a gift, which all believers receive when
they obey the gospel.

Cornelius received this special “gift of the Holy Spirit”
before Peter had finished speaking the word of the Lord;
before he was commanded to be baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus. This was a miraculous incident which re-
minded the apostle of the miraculous incident they experi-
enced on Pentecost at the beginning.

Like Gift

The “like gift” the apostle refers to, no doubt, was the
miraculous gift of speaking in tongues. In Acts 10:44-46
it is revealed that the Jews who came with Peter were
astonished “because that on the Gentiles also was poured
out the gift of the Holy Spirit. For they heard them speak
with tongues, and magnify God.” There seems to have been
different members of the early church with the gift of
speaking in tongues, but it also seems evident that all speak-
ing in tongues was not by the same measure of the spirit
and not for the same purpose.

Purpose

Surely there can be no doubt about the purpose of this
miraculous administration of the gift of the Holy Spirit.
It was to convince the Jews that God had “also to the Gen-
tiles granted repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18). The con-
vincing evidence, resulting from the “gift of the Holy
Spirit” upon the Gentiles, that brought this conviction to
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Peter and his Jewish brethren, even so much as to astonish
them, was the fact that “they heard them speak with ton-
gues” (Acts 10:45,46).

Baptism of Spirit, Not “Tongues” Only

The object of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which the
apostles received, was more than the miraculous gift of
speaking in tongues. It was to guide the apostles in re-
vealing all truth (Jno. 14:25,26; 16:13). The baptism of
the Holy Spirit, which was promised to the apostles (Acts
1:2/4,5), enabled them to be divine “witnesses” for Christ
“in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit enabled the
apostles to speak with ‘“tongues as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance”’ and ‘“‘every man heard them speak in his own
language’” (Acts 2:4,6). There can be no doubt that this
was divine revelation!

Furthermore, the apostles who had received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, could impart the miraculous gift of the
Holy Spirit to other Christians by the laying on of hands.
It was necessary for the apostles, Peter and John, to go to
Samaria and lay hands on the disciples to confer the gift
of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14-17). No one else had the
power to confer this miraculous gift of the Spirit. There
certainly is no evidence that Cornelius had the power to
confer the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit by the laying
on of hands. Neither is there evidence that he could pro-
claim the gospel in its fullness, divinely guided by the Holy
Spirit, by speaking in tongues so that men could hear and
understand in different languages, as did the apostles. The
reason: he did not receive the same baptismal measure of
the Holy Spirit as did the apostles.
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Cornelius Not Promised Baptism of Holy Spirit

In the first place Cornelius was not among those who had
been promised the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In the next
place he was at the wrong place, Caesarea, and not the right
place, Jerusalem, which the Lord designated as the place
where His promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit would
be administered. Furthermore, Cornelius was not included
among those who were told to wait for this power by which
they would be clothed (Holy Spirit baptism), to be received
“not many days hence,” all of which would enable them to
witness for the Lord and confirm the word by miraculous
works by the power of the baptismal measure of the Holy
Spirit. Surely, there can be no doubt that there were mi-
raculous gifts of the Holy Spirit in New Testament times,
in addition to the gift of the Holy Spirit received by all who
obeyed the gospel. According to Acts 6:2-8, Stephen and
Philip received the miraculous gift of the Spirit through
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, which enabled them
to perform miracles. But, it must be observed that they
had already received the Holy Spirit as a gift. One qualifi-
cation for service, before the laying on of the apostles’
hands, was “. . . brethren . . . of good report, full of the
Holy Spirit and of wisdom . . .”

Later we find Philip, a man “full of the Holy Spirit,”
who had also received the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit,
by the laying on of hands of the apostles, preaching at Sa-
maria and performing miraculous works. Multitudes, at-
tracted by “the signs which he did,” heard the word and
obeyed the gospel. Although he had the miraculous gift of
the Holy Spirit, which enabled him to perform miracles,
he was not an apostle and could not confer that special gift
to others. It was necessary for the apostles, Peter and
John, to come to Samaria and confer the miraculous gift
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of the Holy Spirit upon the Samaritans through the laying
on of their hands (Acts 8:4-17).

My friends, there can be no doubt about it. There was
a definite distinction in the miraculous power of the Holy
Spirit received by the apostles, in a baptismal measure,
and the power of the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit
received through the imposition of the apostles’ hands.
Both Cornelius of Caesarea and the Samaritans received
the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit. The difference was:
the “gift of the Holy Spirit” came miraculously and directly
from heaven upon Cornelius and his house; whereas, the
miraculous power of the Spirit was received by the Sa-
maritans through the laying on of the apostles’ hands.

Cornelius did not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
neither did the Samaritans. They received a miraculous
gift of the Holy Spirit. In the case of Cornelius, this mi-
raculous power included the gift of speaking in tongues,
which served the purpose God intended, which was to con-
vince the Jews that: no man is ‘“common and unclean;”
that God is no respector of persons; that the Gentiles were
to become citizens of the Lord’s kingdom.

If Cornelius should have received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, as did the apostles, then he should have been able
to speak by divine revelation, and he should have been
able to impart the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit by the
laying of hands. According to the Bible, only the apostles
had such power of the Holy Spirit! We must conclude that
the “gift of the Holy Spirit” upon the Gentiles, of Acts
10th and 11th chapters, was a miraculous demonstration
directly from heaven, which, in particular, enabled them to
speak in tongues and it fulfilled its purpose in that it con-
vinced the Jews that the Gentiles were subjects of the
gospel. The “gift of the Holy Spirit” to the Samaritans of
Acts 8th chapter was also miraculous, but through the im-
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position of hands of the apostles. Neither Cornelius, nor
the Samaritans received the baptism of the Holy Spirit as
did the apostles. Furthermore, it must be concluded that
basically the purpose of the miraculous administration of
the Holy Spirit in each case was not the same, but each
purpose was divinely performed and fulfilled. Later, we
shall consider in more detail the purposes of ‘“speaking in
tongues.”

From all the evidence we have considered we would,
therefore, conclude that Peter’s statement, that he remem-
bered the word of the Lord, referred to the promise of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit to the apostles. The ‘“ye” in the
Lord’s promise referred to the apostles and not Cornelius.

Ladies and gentlemen, it had been some ten or fifteen
years since Peter and the other apostles had received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost; yet, he goes back
to that time of the miraculous operation of the Holy Spirit
when he makes reference to any other occasion of such mi-
raculous administration of the Holy Spirit. If anyone else
had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit previously,
why did not Peter say, “Can any man forbid water that
they should not be baptized, which have received the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit, as well as those two weeks ago,
a year ago, or 5 years ago, at different places?”

My friends, Peter went back some ten or fifteen years
in the past to the occasion of the apostles’ Holy Spirit bap-
tism, because there had been none other since that time.
Ladies and gentlemen, hear it! Are you listening? There
18 no record of any Holy Spirit baptism since the record of
Acts, chapter 2. Today there is only “one baptism’”. One
thing is most peculiar! All religious groups who make
claim to baptism of Holy Spirit today also practice some
form of water baptism. One thing is certain: that is, Holy
Spirit baptism is one and water baptism is one. One plus
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one equals two; therefore, two baptisms! But Paul says
there is “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Don’t you know that
Paul is right?

The overwhelming power of the Holy Spirit, the mighty
miracle, had come to the Gentiles, as on the Jews, the apos-
tles, “at the beginning”; not for the same purpose, but a
miraculous measure of the same Spirit. The Jewish breth-
ren with Peter were witnesses. The Gentiles are now to
be recipients of the glorious, new-born gospel of salvation.
The Jews are convinced. Peter would not be disgraced by
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, or by eating with
them. The dawn of a new day had come, breaking the long
night of heathen darkness! Gentiles are now a part of the
body of Christ. “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs,
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ
by the gospel” (Eph. 3:6).

Spirit Directed Gospel

Peter, beginning with John’s ministry, and reviewing
the ministry of Christ, boldly proclaimed the doctrine of
the resurrection and the hope of salvation. He preached
the gospel of Christ, including the Lord’s conditions of
the gospel of salvation, given in the great commission. “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved . . .” (Mk.
16:16). We know Peter preached the gospel for he said,
“Can any man forbid water, that these should not be bap-
tized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
. . . And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:47,48). Now, all men are sub-
jects of the gospel. Being convinced that the Gentiles were
subjects of the gospel of Christ, Peter commanded water
baptism in the name of, by the authority of, Christ. How
like the 3,000 on Pentecost. They were told, “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
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for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). One Lord, one Savior, one
gospel, one way of salvation for all men!

Miraculous Measure of Holy Spirit No More

The day of Pentecost, the beginning of the gospel dis-
pensation, the inauguration of the kingdom among the
Jews, with the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the apos-
tles, has never been and never will be duplicated again.
The miraculous administration of the Holy Spirit at the
house of Cornelius and the inauguration of the Kingdom
among the Gentiles has never been and will never be dupli-
cated!

The baptism of the Holy Spirit, having endued the
apostles with all truth and having borne public testimony
that the gospel is for “all nations,” “every creature,” ‘“all
flesh,” there is no longer need for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit in the administration of the affairs of the kingdom
of God and its mission in the world. The miraculous ad-
ministrations of the Holy Spirit has never occurred since

those of New Testament times, and will never happen
again.
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QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

. Did Cornelius receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
or the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit?

. What was the purpose of the gift of the Holy Spirit
upon Cornelius?

. What was the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit
upon the apostles on Pentecost?

. To whom was the baptism of the Holy Spirit promised ?

. What was the difference in the baptism of the Holy
Spirit of Acts 2nd chapter and the gift of the Holy Spirit
of Acts 10th chapter?

. Was the gift of the Holy Spirit a condition of the salva-
tion of Cornelius?

7. What did Peter command Cornelius do to be saved?

8. If Cornelius received the “baptism of the Holy Spirit,”

as did the apostles, should he not have been able to speak
by inspiration as did the apostles?



MIRACLES AND HEALING BY POWER OF
HOLY SPIRIT NO.1

Friends, our subject for discussion is: ‘“Miracles and
Healings by Power of the Holy Spirit.”” What is a miracle?
Are miracles and divine healings possible today? These
are questions worthy of consideration.

Someone has defined a miracle as ‘‘something contrary
to the laws of nature,” but this definition is incorrect.
Rather, a miracle is something above the laws of nature;
something that laws of nature could not do in its ordinary
course and operations. To illustrate: no law of nature
ever brought Adam and Eve forth in this world at maturity
and without parents. In other words, nature never pro-
duced life without parents.

It is not a miracle for an oak tree to produce an acorn,
nor for the acorn to produce the oak, but it is a miracle to
produce an oak tree without an acorn, or an acorn without
the oak tree. The first tree, or the first acorn, was a mir-
acle. The first man and woman were a miracle. In fact,
ladies and gentlemen, everything; every specie of life,
animal, insect, and vegetable began by miracle. The be-
ginning was a miracle!

What is a miracle? It is that which is above the laws
of nature! Something beyond the finite mind and ability
of man. No law of nature ever raised a person from the
dead. A miracle has done so! No law of nature ever gave
immediate hearing to the totally deaf, sight to the blind,
speech to the dumb, nor legs to the lame! Miracles have
done so!

— 96 —
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My friends, no law of nature can multiply “five loaves
and two small fishes” sufficiently to feed five thousand per-
sons and have “twelve baskets full of fragments” left over!
No law nor circumstance, without divine interposition,
could enable men to speak in some fifteen or seventeen lan-
guages which they had never studied or learned. A miracle
evidently is above all human concept, law, and regulation.
It is divine!

Pretentious Miracles

There may be pretenders to perform miracles who may
sometimes seem to succeed in their deceptive pretensions.
Pretenders fail, but miracles never fail! An example of an-
cient pretenders of miracles may be found in Daniel, the
second chapter. Old Nebuchadnezzar demanded of his
“would-be” miracle performers, or magicians, to tell his
dream that he had forgotten and give the interpretation
of it. Realizing that this was beyond their power they
cunningly replied, “Let the king tell his dream, and we will
show the interpretation of it.”” But the king insisted, say-
ing, ‘“Tell me the dream and I shall know that you can show
me the interpretation.” Then, acknowledging complete
failure, these deceitful workers replied, ‘“there is not a man
in the earth that can show the king’s matter.” King Neb-
uchadnezzar was wroth and displeased with their lying pre-
tenses, and declared, ‘“There is but one decree for you, make
known to me the dream, with the interpretation thereof,
or ye shall be cut to pieces, and your houses shall be made a
dunghill!”’

To expose the deceitful work of these ‘“would be” mir-
acle performers, God sent Daniel, the prophet of God, to
the king and made known to him his dream and the inter-
pretation of it. I tell you, my friends, God has a way to
expose the false claims of pretenders.
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Is it possible for man to perform miracles and divine
healings today, as in Bible times? By miracles, and divine
healings, we mean those as revealed and manifested in the
word of God, such as taking up serpents and not being
harmed, drinking deadly poison without injury, raising the
dead, and healing the sick. These are miracles indeed; a
power above the laws of nature.

According to Mark 16:17,18 these acts accompanied the
works of the early disciples in the church. Christ sent the
twelve to “heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the leper,
and cast out demons,” as revealed in Matt. 10:8. Now,
the question is, are these miracles, or any other miracles,
performed today? Do men today have the power to per-
form such miracles?

Purpose of Miracles

First, let us observe the purpose or design of miracles
and healings. That will help much to answer the ques-
tion at hand.

The design and purpose of miracles was two-fold: name-
ly, to confirm the word of God, and make men believe that
Jesus was the Son of God. Hear the apostle in Heb. 2:2-4:
“For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense
of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great sal-
vation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God
also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, ac-
cording to his own will?”

The great purpose of miracles was to establish the foun-
dation truth of Christianity and salvation, that Jesus was
the Christ, the Son of God. In John 20:30-31 Jesus de-
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clared, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the pres-
ence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name.”

Miracles and divine healings, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and performed by the apostles and disciples of
Christ, were to convince the world that their message of
salvation was from Christ, and that they were divinely
chosen and sent by God. Miracles were their credentials!
In Mark 2:2-12 we have the record of the paralytic. There
were infidels present then, as there are infidels hoday!
Some of them accused Him of blasphemy, but Jesus said,
recorded in verse 10, “But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath authority (or power) on earth to forgive
sins.”

Nicodemus was convinced that Jesus was the Christ be-
cause of the miracles he did. In John 3:2 he said, “we know
that thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.”

The purpose of miracles performed in New Testament
times was so different from the purpose of ‘“pretenders”
today. The main theme and plea of these modern miracle
performers is healing of the sick and diseased bodies.
The matter of physical healing is so important to them that
they have little to say about Christ’s gospel, which is the
power of God to save the sin sick soul. I can tell you, la-
dies and gentlemen, Jesus, nor His disciples, ever healed
anyone of physical disease merely for purpose of healing
the body. As stated already, the purpose of miraculous
healings was to make men believe that Jesus was the Son
of God and to confirm the word spoken as His word. The
sick were not healed just because they were sick. The sick
who were miraculously healed, were not immune from
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sickness or disease again. The dead who were raised from
the dead would die again!

Word Confirmed

When the word was spoken by men of God, who were
guided by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21, Jno. 16:13), it was
confirmed by the miracles and wonders that accompanied
the preaching of the word. Once the word was confirmed
as the word of God, it was forever and eternally confirmed
as His word. There is no such thing as re-confirming the
word of God. When the high court of our land confirms
the decision of a lower court it is for all time confirmed.
When the word of God was confirmed by signs, miracles
and wonders it was confirmed, — confirmed for eternity.
It is absurd for poor, weak, and foolish men to presume to
aid the infinite wisdom of God by presuming to perform
miracles, assuming to re-confirm God’s word, which has al-
ready been confirmed by God’s chosen men who were guided
by the Holy Spirit.

No Power For Miracles

Miracles and healings have ceased because the means of
securing miraculous power to perform miracles have ceased.
The New Testament reveals two means of bestowing mi-
raculous power upon men chosen by God. One: the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4,43). Two: the laying
on hands of the apostles. (Acts 8:14-48; 19:1-7).

The Bible reveals only one recorded example of Holy
Spirit baptism in New Testament times. According to
Acts 2:4, the twelve apostles received it. In Acts 10:44
and Acts 11:18 it revealed that a special miraculous gift
of the Holy Spirit was bestowed upon Cornelius and his
household. Of course the Apostle Paul, as a special chosen
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apostle, was endowed with the Holy Spirit and was divinely
guided by the Spirit. (Gal. 1:11,12). This last occurrence
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which we have a record
of, was about the year of A. D. 33. Some twenty-three
years later the apostle Peter wrote about water baptism
which saves (I Pet. 3:20,21). The Holy Spirit, through
Paul, declared there is ‘“‘one baptism’” now. Obviously,
that is water baptism. We must, therefore, scripturally
conclude that there is no baptism of the Holy Spirit now,
as a source for miraculous works.

Oh, yes, I am quite aware that many today claim to
have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but you may
be sure, my friends, no man or woman on earth today has
ever received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. If any man
today ever received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, he
could do the miraculous works the apostles did and he
could speak by inspiration as did the apostles. But that,
no man can do! The very fact that men can not perform
the miraculous works done by the apostles is evidence of
the fact that no man has received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit as did the apostles. The very fact that no man today
has received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, as did the
apostles, is evidence of that fact that man can not perform
miracles as did the apostles.

The Bible does teach that God’s people receive the Holy
Spirit, as a gift, when they obey the gospel, (Acts 5:32
and Acts 2:38), but not the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Some people, it seems, become confused every time they
read anything in the Bible about the Holy Spirit. Every
time the Holy Spirit is mentioned they think it means the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This is a gross mistake! There
is only ONE baptism today (Eph. 4:5). That is water
baptism. Read Acts 8:35-39; 1 Pet. 3:20,21; Mark 16:15,
16).
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Power Through Laying On Of Hands

The apostles were the only ones in the Jerusalem church
who could work miracles until they imparted this power
to others (Acts 2:43 and Acts 5:12). The seven deacons
could perform miracles only after the apostles laid their
hands upon them (Acts 6:6). Stephen could perform mir-
acles (Acts 6:8). Philip could perform miracles (Acts
8:6), but not until after the laying on of the apostles’
hands.

Although Philip could do miraculous work, he could not
impart this power to others. He went to Samaria, preached
the gospel and confirmed the word with miracles. Many
believed and were baptized into Christ (Acts 8:12). It
was necessary for Peter and John, apostles of Christ, to
go from Jerusalem to Samaria and lay hands on the new
converts and impart to them miraculous power of the
Spirit to confirm the word by miracles (Acts 8:14-21).

Simon evidently recognized that it was through the laying
on of hands of the apostles that miraculous powers were
imposed upon others (Acts 8:18). He “saw that through
laying on of the apostles hands the Holy Spirit was given”
and he offered them money to purchase that power. Peter
informed him that this “gift of God” could not be pur-
chased. Furthermore, he declared, “Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter” (verses 20,21). From this
text we are forced to the conclusion that the “gift of God,”
obviously, the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, was

received only by the early Christians “through laying on
of the apostles’ hands.”

Another example of the laying on of the apostles’ hands
is found in Acts 19:1-6. At Ephesus Paul “laid his hands
upon them and the Holy Spirit came upon them; and they
spake with tongues, and prophesied.” The Ephesians spoke
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in tongues and prophesied only after they had received the
Holy Spirit through the laying on of the apostle Paul’s
hands. Also, there can be no doubt that Paul conferred
this miraculous gift upon Timothy through the laying on
of his hands (2 Tim. 1:6).

Ladies and gentlemen, hear it! Are you listening? . . .
It is evident that only apostles could lay their hands on
men and confer on them the power to do miraculous works.
Like Philip, who was not an apostle, those who had the
power to perform miracles, who were not apostles, could
not bestow that power to someone else. The apostles
have been dead more than nineteen hundred years now.
The last persons upon whom the apostles laid their hands
and conferred miraculous power have been dead now about
nineteen hundred years. When the last apostle died and
the last person upon whom the apostles laid their hands
died, miracles ceased. Regardless of all the fantastic and
ridiculous claims made by men and churches, there have
been none since! |

Use Limited

According to Acts 28:3,5,8,9 the apostle Paul had power
to heal the sick and render harmless the bite of a poisonous
serpent. Yet, he left his traveling companion, Trophimus,
at Miletum sick (II Tim. 4:20). The apostle had the power
to heal, but he did not heal even his traveling companion,
just because he was sick! He also had another traveling
companion who was sick, Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25,26).
Timothy, Paul’s son in the gospel, and a preacher of the
gospel himself, was told by Paul to take some wine for his
stomach’s sake (I Tim. 5:23). Miracles were not always
performed by those who had the miraculous power to heal,
as the practice of miraculous works were being terminated.

My friends, miracles and healings were never for the
physical benefit of man, neither were they to show the faith
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of the person through whom the Spirit of God performed
the miracle. Yes, the sick were healed, the dead were
raised, and the poisonous bites from snakes were rendered
harmless, but such were miracles and performed only by
those whom God especially chose and appointed for that
special purpose. There is not a man on earth today that
has ever performed a miracle. There are quite a number,
however, who are in their graves because they attempted
to perform miracles by handling snakes and allowing them
to bite them. Others have gone to their graves because
they refused medical aid to help sustain health, according
to the laws of nature! A number of times people, including
some parents, have been carried into the civil courts of
our land because they contributed to the death of innocent
children by refusing them medical attention to help sus-
tain health of body, according to the laws of nature. Sure-
ly, there can be no doubt about the honesty and sincerity
of those mistaken parents. Some of them lost their chil-
dren, whom they loved dearly, in death because of their
misunderstanding of God’s word!

QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION

What is a miracle?
What was the purpose of miracles?

What was the source of power to perform miracles?

S

Were miracles performed for mere physical benefit of
man?

G

. Why should miracles not be performed today?

6. Who was able to impart miraculous power by laying on
of hands?

7. Why could not all Christians impart miraculous power
of the Holy Spirit?



MIRACLES BY POWER OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT NO. 2

Ladies and gentlemen, are miracles and healings by di-
vine power, through the instrument of men, possible today ?
Surely there can be no doubt about the fact that great
miracles were performed by men, who were endued with
special miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit, in Bible times.
Do men have this same power of the Holy Spirit today? 1
submit to you that if men have the same miraculous power
of the Holy Spirit that the apostles and the early Christians
had in New Testament times, then the same miracles may
be performed today. If men today do not have the same
miraculous power of the Holy Spirit, as those of Bible times,
then miracles can not be performed today. If the same
miracles, through the instrument of men, are not being
performed today then men do not possess the same mi-
raculous power of the Holy Spirit as men of New Testa-
ment times!

Beloved, our Lord authorized his disciples to perform
miracles during the period of infancy of New Testament
Christianity, but, as I have pointed out in a former address,
there was a two-fold purpose for such miraculous works;
namely: to confirm the word of God and make men believe
that Jesus was the Son of God (Heb. 2:2-4; John 20:30,31).
I submit to you that today the scriptural need for miracles
no longer exists, therefore, miracles are not performed by
men today.

Christ Commanded Raise The Dead

Let us consider the command of our Lord when He au-
thorized his disciples to perform the great and mighty
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works of God. Hear him in Matthew, chapter ten and
verse eight. “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.”

Ladies and gentlemen, if a person could perform one
miracle he could perform any miracle, and there would be
no special conditions, and there would be no failures! May
I suggest this proposal. I will go with any person, who
claims the power to perform miracles, to any grave yard
and when he raises a person from the dead I will also raise
one from the dead! Now is that unreasonable? You know
why I made that suggestion? Because, ladies and gentle-
men, we all know that no man on God’s earth today has
the miraculous power to raise the dead! But if any person
had the power of the Holy Spirit to perform any miracle,
such as healing one of an uncurable disease, he could also
raise the dead. In the same verse where Christ said ‘“heal
the sick,” He also said ‘“raise the dead.” Read Matt. 10:8
very carefully.

O, my friends, do not be deceived! You may hear much
talk about miracles and healings, but there are none today,
and have been none since the apostolic age of miracles and
healings revealed in the New Testament. Yes, you may
hear about someone who was supposed to have been cured
of some kind of ailment; or, some person may claim to have
had some kind of revelation from the Spirit, but you can
remember this; you won’t see any glass eyes on display
because the totally blind received sight; you won’t see any
mechanical or wooden legs which have been replaced by
the miraculous work of a healer; neither will you be able
to find a coffin now empty because someone has been raised
from the dead! If there were even one person who could
heal the sick, or perform a miracle, he could do any of
these miraculous works and he wouldn’t fail. Never, never,
does the divinity of God fail!
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The Corpse Escaped

Incidentally, a group of fake healers were exposed in
Washington several years ago. They executed a trick to
raise the dead, but their trick backfired on them. An AP
news report from Washington, date of August 4, 1951,
stated: “The Corpse Escaped. It all happened in suburban
Fairmount Heights, Md. A coffin was lowered into a
grave after a tent meeting revivalist told how the ‘doomed’
man would be raised from the dead. As the earth was
shoveled onto the coffin, somebody saw the ‘corpse’ crawl
out of a tunnel just outside the tent. The ‘corpse’ escaped
during the ensuing riot.”

Can you imagine such mockery and hypocrisy of men!
One of the modern “healers” was caught in his trickery. He
was bold enough to claim that he could raise one from the
dead. Let me tell you, if this man, or any other person,
could even heal a sore thumb, he could, by the same power,
raise one from the dead! This man was bold enough to try
to pull a “fake” resurrection of the dead. But his tricks
failed him. He got caught up with when someone happened
to see the man, whom he was going to raise from the dead,
crawling out of a tunnel they had dug for the purpose of
deceiving the public. You may be sure, ladies and gentle-
men, this miracle was just as genuine as others you hear
about today.

“Healer” Sends Injured To Hospital

A few years ago a modern healer was conducting his
“Healing Waters Revival” in Amarillo, Texas. The large
tent seated hundreds of people who came to marvel at his
miracles. Then a west Texas wind storm came along and
dried up his “Healing Waters” campaign quickly. The
tent was blown down and many people were hurt and treat-
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ed at hospitals. An AP news release in the Fort Worth
Star Telegram, Fort Worth, Texas, gave the following re-
port of the incident.

Headline: “50 Hurt When Storm Fells Revival Tent.”

Text: “A revival tent collapsed in a hail and rain storm
here Sunday night, injuring at least 50 persons. At a late
hour there were no reports of any dead or seriously injured
among the nearly 7,000 people in the audience of the Oral
Roberts faith-healing service.

“Witnesses said a gust of wind got under the tent during
a heavy rain and hail storm, lifted the $22,000.00 tent and
aluminum poles and then dropped them on the crowd. More
than half of the congregation was buried in the shattered
canvas.

“Most of those treated at local hospitals suffered cuts,
bruises, and a few of the injured had broken bones. All
available ambulances, doctors, and nurses were rushed to
the scene.”

The man who claimed the power from God to ‘“heal”
thousands, was not able to work even little miracles. The
wind didn’t obey his voice! He didn’t heal the broken
arms and cracked ribs! He couldn’t even heal a little
broken finger. He couldn’t perform even just a ‘“little mir-
acle.”

Why were the injured rushed to the hospitals? Why
were the injured ‘“‘treated” in local hospitals? Why were
“all available ambulances, doctors, and nurses’ rushed to
the “Healing Waters” folded tent? This ‘“miracle healer”
was performing before his audience of some 7,000 people,
claiming that great ‘“miracles” and ‘“healings’” were being
witnessed. This would have been a most opportune time
to really prove the ability to perform miracles. The ‘“healer”
could have made many “believers’ by just performing even
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a “little” miracle. But, my friends, this was the real thing;
no fake about the broken limbs and crushed ribs. That
medium sized Texas ‘“norther’” put him out of the ‘“heal-
ing” business right on the spot. He pulled out of Amarillo,
Texas, and left the doctors and nurses to ‘“heal the injured”
in the hospitals.

‘“Healer” Dies of Polio

Ladies and gentlemen, the falacy of the claims of miracles,
by the Holy Spirit was revealed a few years ago by the
death of a man who claimed to have the power of miracles.
The irony of it was the fact that this man claimed to have
healed a little boy of polio and then, a few months later,
died of polio himself. It was in 1956 when Mr. Jack Coe
of Dallas, Texas, was conducting a ‘“Miracle Healing Cam-
paign” in Miami, Florida. A child with polio came to be
healed. The “Miracle Performer” claimed the boy was
healed after his shouts of, “Jesus heal this body.” He
then ordered, “remove his braces!” When the braces were
removed the boy fell to the floor. The “healer” then or-
dered the parents of the boy to leave his braces off and
make him walk. Later, a doctor ordered the braces re-
placed or the child would suffer permanent injury. As a
result of it all, the parents of the child sued the ‘“divine
healer” for $225,000.00 damages allegedly suffered by the
boy after the braces were removed. The preacher landed
in jail. But the most revealing thing of all, the “miracle”
performer died of polio himself before he was brought to
trial. Some of his associates, who also claimed to have the
power of the Holy Spirit, tried to raise him from the dead.
That was in 1956, but he is still dead!

Rabbits, Dogs, And Cats “Healed”

Some claims of healing are beyond human imagination.
According to a Reuters news release, date line, London,
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England: one ‘“fake healer” turned his church ‘“healing”
service into a Barnyard-Dog-and-Cat-Healing-Clinic.

“ANIMALS BLESSED IN LONDON CHURCH.”

London, Sept. 6 (Reuters)—A greyhaired man rose from
among the kneeling congregation of a church in the Chelsea
area here and cried: ‘It’s an outrage, a travesty on religion.
It’s more like a movie than a church.’

A self-styled divine healer, Harold P. Nicholson, 45, was
conducting a service for animals in the church he built
himself. Rabbits, cats, dogs and other pets, in the arms
of their owners, waited to be led up the aisle to be blessed.

The verger escorted the protester to the door. Then
tortoises, mongrels and shaved French poodles were led
to the altar to receive a blessing. One puppy barked, but
the rest were well behaved.”

Can you imagine anything more sacrilegious than such
pretensions of “healings”? Yet, my friends, this preacher
in London could just as easily ‘“heal’” the rabbits, cats, and
dogs as any other “healer” could heal a person of an in-
curable disease!

Signs To Follow

Furthermore, when the question of miracles is discussed
someone may remind you that Christ told the apostles,
“These signs shall follow them that believe” (Mk. 16:17,
18). So often this passage of Scripture is misunderstood
and those who pervert it to their own use do not often
pretend to do these signs spoken of by the Lord.

Let us read the passage. ‘“And these signs shall follow
them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up ser-
pents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
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them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re-
cover.”

Ladies and gentlemen, don’t you think it is peculiar that
you hear much talk about “laying hands on the sick, and
they shall recover,” but you don’t hear anything about:
“THEY SHALL TAKE UP SERPENTS, AND IF THEY
DRINK ANY DEADLY THING IT SHALL NOT HURT
THEM.” Don’t you know that those are the signs the
Lord said shall follow them that believe? Don’t you know
that the Lord said, in the same chapter and verse, “They
shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing
it shall not hurt them” and ‘“they shall lay hands on the
sick and they shall recover’!

My friends, are you listening? Why is it that we hear
much talk about ‘‘healing the sick,” and all are afraid of
the snakes and deadly poison? How many of you ever
drank deadly poison and it didn’t hurt you? Would you
kindly give me the name and address of your doctor? Or
perhaps, I should ask for the name of the funeral director!
How many of you have taken up serpents and they didn’t
hurt you?

Ladies and gentlemen, hear me! Are you listening?
These modern “healers” must know that they do not possess
any miraculous power. I will assure you of one thing; you
will never get one of them to drink any deadly poison, if
he knows anything about it. And you may be sure that
if one does drink deadly poison, knowing or not knowing
anything about it, he will die . . . dead as dead can be . . .
and no miracle performer will be able to raise hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>