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PREFACE

This book was written to meet three definite needs.

So much is said about studying the Bible, but so little is done

about doing it. It is not enough to read books about the Bible, we must
read the Bible itself. There is an ever increasing number of works pro-
duced that discuss very carefully the seventeen historical books of the
Old Testament, and I would not for one moment discount their value,
but they are no substitute for reading for yourself the seventeen his-
torical books of the Old Testament.

More than five hundred students have taken my course on Sacred
History and Geography. Among these five hundred serious minded young
people very few of them had ever read carefully through the historical
portion of the Old Testament. Some had read parts of it (particularly
the book of Genesis), many had read outline material, and many more
had heard sermons or Bible School lessons on the subject. But how many
had carefully read for themselves these seventeen wonderful books of
God’s Word? Not very many. What is true in this instance is true in ten
thousand places. But why? I believe it is because they fail to read with
understanding. More important than that they are not challenged
to make the information given in these ancient books their personal
possession. I have prepared this material for the specific purpose of
enabling anyone to read the historical portion of the Old Testament
with understanding. But more, to encourage a personal investigation and
grasp of these books.

This book is a teaching manual. It has long been my strong persua-
sion that there are two principles in teaching that must never be neglected
if we are to teach effectively; I refer to_association and repetition. In
this book on Sacred History and Geography the student will be consider-
ing every person, place, and event from the tower of Babel to the rule
of Queen Esther. There are more than seventy-five diagram maps to
help associate the person and event with the place. The place as designated
on the map is a “peg” upon which you can hang the event, and with
which you can associate the person. Of course these maps and diagrams
employ the factor of visualization which is the basic thought of associa-

tion.
Throughout the book you will see the principle of repetition in




action. I have endeavored to cover the same area of study at least twice.
I trust that the variety of approach will keep up interest. We must

repeat if we are going to teach effectively. T

Let me say just a word about the answers to the more than five
thousand questions that appear in this work. Among the many direct
questions asked are what I choose to call “thought questions”. These
questions are not asked that we might receive a direct answer, but that
we might be caused to think on the point involved. For these questions
there are several possible answers. Remember that the important thing
is not whether we have the exact answer to all questions but whether we
have tried to personally master this divine record.

Most of all I hope faith in God and the veracity of His Word will
be more firmly established as this book is used. It is my conviction
that to search the scriptures with a good and honest heart is to find in
them the Christ of God. To personally find the record of God’s love is
to in turn be caused to love Him.

Read the Word for yourself!
Teach it!

Believe it!

Don DeWelt

January 29, 1955



INTRODUCTION

It is a joy to pen these words of introduction to this fine book,
for the author, Don DeWelt, has been my personal friend and co-laborer
for Christ for many years. I sat in the class where the background notes
for this volume on sacred history were first employed, and have watched
with joy as he has corrected and enlarged these notes, and prepared
them for printing. In this book, the reader will find invaluable material
for private study and for classroom use, and will doubtless capture
some of the author’s enthusiasm, consecration of purpose, and con-
summate faith in God and the holy Scriptures.

Don DeWelt has not only made an exhaustive study of sacred
history, but has taught it in the classroom for many years, neatly tying
together events and places in the history of God’s people. The author
of several other books, including “Ten Timely Truths,; “More Than
Conquerors, and “Acts Made Actual’’ Mr. DeWelt is well qualified to
write this book. He has been a powerful preacher of the gospel of
Christ from the beginning of his ministry, and has made practical appli-
cation of all his classroom work through intensive evangelism.

May God bless this book, so lovingly and painstakingly prepared.
I pray that it will prove a real aid to all students of God’s word, enriching
their lives and strengthening their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

WOODROW PHILLIPS

Missionary to Jamaica
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CHAPTER ONE

The Old Testament World

“Say, friend, where is Asia Minor? Do you know the location of
Elam?” These two questions put to the average church member would
be answered with a rather blank expression, and maybe with a query
like this:

“I don’t know, and even if I do not, what difference does that

make?”’

Well, it just so happens that MUCH OF PAUL’S MISSIONARY WORK
TOOK PLACE IN ONE COUNTRY; AND ONE WHOLE BOOK OF
THE BIBLE HAS ITS SETTING IN THE OTHER.

It truly is important that we have a working knowledge of the lands of
the Old Testament World. For this reason and many others, we should

study this chapter on the Old Testament World.

Here is a map of the world with the Old Testament World designated

upon it. (next page)
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Rather small isn’t it? Smaller than you thought? Well, this square is
1,400 miles from east to west and 900 miles from north to south, making

an aggregate of 1,260,000 square miles.

But note: If you take out the area occupied by waters in this land, you
will only have 1,110,000 square miles of actual land — ONLY ONE-
THIRD THE SIZE OF THE UNITED STATES.

But now notice:

ONLY ONE-THIRD OF THESE 1,110,000 SQUARE MILES OF LAND
ARE INHABITABLE; consequently man could occupy less than one-
eighth as much territory in the Old Testament World as he could in the

United Statesf

Let’s look at an enlargement of this square of the Old Testament World.
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Now, you can observe on the preceding page the following facts:

1. The Waters of the Land. They are:

1)

2)

3)

4)
)

6)
7)

The Caspian Sea. The largest body of water surrounded by land
on the globe.

The Persian Gulf. Which receives the water of the two great
riveis of the Bible.

The Two Arms of the Red Sea, i.e.: The Gulf of Suez and the
Gulf of Akabah.

The Mediterranean Sea. Mentioned many times in the Bible.
The Dead Sea. The lowest spot in the World.
Lake Van. ]

Lake Urumiyeh. | neither one mentioned in the Bible,
) but they are near to where the ark rested.

(Say, brother, don’t just read these points over; look across the page,
and locate them. They are all there, look!)

2. The Mountains of the Land.

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

The Ararat Group. The high mountain where the ark rested.
The Caspian Range. Not mentioned in the Bible.

The Zagros Range. Where the key to the ancient languages was
discovered. (An interesting story. You should know it.)

The Lebanon Range. Having two branches.
a. Lebanon on the West of the Jordan in Palestine.
b. The Anti-Lebanon on the East of the Jordan in Syria.

The Taurus Range. Where Paul walked many a mile.

(You can easily locate these mountains from the way in which they are
drawn on the map.)
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3. The Rivers of the Land.

1)
2)
3)
4)
3)
6)

The Araxes. Forming an important border.

The Tigris. Abram knew this river.

The Euphrates. Ezekiel looked upon its waters.

The Orontes. Solomon’s general contractor sailed on this river.
The Jordan. You know much of this blessed river.

The Nile. The same today as when Moses looked upon it.

(Now turn back the page and locate and learn each one of these rivers.
You can do it and that shortly, if you will do it NOW.)

4. The Countries of the Land.

1)

2)

3)

Lands of the Mountain System.
a. Armenia. The home of Noah for a while.

b. Media. The people who helped God fulfill the handwriting

on the wall.

The Lands of the Plain.
a. Assyria. The king that ate grass lived in this country.
b. Elam. People of this country capturcd Abram’s nephew.

c. Mesopotamia. The first judge conquered this people.
d. Chaldea. Who hasn’t heard of “The Ur of Chaldees”? Well,

here it is.

e. Arabia. History only records one man that ever made it straight
across this desert and lived.

Lands of the Mediterranean.

a. Asia Minor. We have already mentioned something about this
place. What was it?

b. Syria. The capital of this country is the town toward which
Paul was headed when Jesus stopped him. (Acts 9:3)
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c. Phoenicia. The home of those who “traded in many waters.”
d. Palestine. Need we say more?

e. Egypt. The house of bondage.

These are the thirty facts to be memorized. Yes, TO BE MEMORIZED!
It is not difficult. Don’t let anyone tell you it is. Here is a big help: A
blank map in which you can fill in all the facts. Start with the waters,
then the mountains, etc. DO NOT START WITH ANOTHER GROUP
UNTIL YOU HAVE CONQUERED THE FIRST. (Remember Phil.
4:13)

Say, would you like to know what you are going to get in your ex-

amination over this chapter . . . ? Here it is:

1. If you can answer correctly all the following questions FROM
MEMORY, you can’t miss an A.

2. If you miss from 3 to 5 questions, you have a B.

3. If you miss from 5 to 8, then a C. (If you miss more, we suggest

that you begin all over.)

Locate, by writing in, thirty facts on the blank map.
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WORLD

The Old Testament
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Here is another little review examination over this chapter:

Some Interesting Bible Items on the Old Testament World.

(Answer as many of these questions as possible from the
chapter just studied. Answers you can not find in the
chapter look up in a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia.)

WATERS:
1. Who had a navy in the Gulf of Akabah? ( )
2. Who called the Mediterranean Sea “the sea toward the going down

of the sun”?

Who moved 1,290 feet below sea level to find a place “like the
garden of God”? ( )

Who saw a cloud “about the size of a man’s hand” over the Mediter-
ranean ocean?  ( ) I rmmmeeeeeemmeneeeeeennmnneeenns

Whom did God call that had a home near the river Euphrates?
( ) e

MOUNTAINS:

1.

Upon which mountain did the ark rest?

( O

2. Which mountains form the northern boundary of Media?

( ) e

3. Which chain of mountains is the longest?

( )

4. Are the Anti-Lebanon mountains east or west of the Jordan?

5.

( ) e
Which mountains form the southern coast line of Asia Minor?

( ) s
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RIVERS:

1. Which river is not mentioned in the Bible, but forms the boundary
of Armenia and Media?

( )
2. Which river is called “Hiddekel” in the Bible?
) SRR

3. Which river is mentioned many times in the Bible? It is the north-
ern boundary of the promised land.

4. Which river empties into the sea just before reaching Asia Minor?

( ) ettt e
COUNTRIES:
1. Which country was it that could be named after a mountain?

( ) e
2. Which country was named after the son of Japheth? (Gen. 10:2)

( )
3. Which country had as its capital “Shushan the Palace”? (Esther

1:2) ( ) eeeeeeeemee e ees
4. Which country had within it the great town of Nineveh? (Gen.
10:11-12) ( g U

5. Which country had Amraphel as its king? (Gen. 14)

6. Which country is called “Aram Naharaim or Syria of the two

rivers”? ( ) e
7. Which country was the native land of Abram’s father?

.................................................
.................................................

10. From which country did Hiram, Solomon’s general contractor,
come? ( ) e

(Now subtract 2 points from 100 for each one you missed — record the
grade at the beginning of the review.)
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CHAPTER TWO

The Old Testament World and the Descendants of Noah

It will do us precious little good to be able to “rattle off”” and locate
the lands of the Bible unless we know who lived there and what hap-

pened in those places.

Well, let’s go back to the beginning. Say, how many sons did Noah
have? That’s right, “three’’ What were their names? Yes, “Shem, Ham
and Japheth” Yes, yes, but WHO WERE THE SONS of Shem, Ham,
and Japheth?

“T do not know, you say, and more than that you are probably won-
dering why you should bother yourself about it. Well, friend, there is
a VERY GOOD, VITAL BIBLE REASON why you should know this.

Maybe I can explain it better from a chart:

Here is a chart of the Bible wo:ld without the lands
designated. They are not designated for the very good
reason that there were no lands when this incident
took place. What incident? Well, look over on the
next page.
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Number one (1) stands for MT. ARARAT where the ark rested. (Gen.
8:4) 'The thf'etz lines going down from number one are the THREE
FAMILIES OF NOAH’S SONS. They all travelled to number two (2)
or the PLAIN OF SHINAR in the land of Chaldea. Here they started
to build the tower of Babel and they continued working on it until God
confused their tongues and then the three families of Shem., Ha.m, and
Japheth moved out to populate the world in the general direction the
arrows indicate. (Generally speaking, the color lines were formed as:

Shem (brown), Ham (black), Japheth (white).

“The general elevation of these highlands is from 6,000 to 7,000
feet above the level of the sea. Out of this elevated tableland rise lofty
peaks and mountains, running in parallel ranges east and west. The
two highest peaks are the Greater and Lesser Ararat, about seven miles
distant from each other. Its geographical relations are important. It is
the nucleus of the mountain and river systems of the Old Testament
World. By its situation it is the natural center for the dispersion of
the race, and this fact makes it not improbable it was the center from
which the world was twice peopled.” Bible Geography — Zollars.
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Now these three boys had sons which formed nations. Here they are
with their respective nations:

NOAH
JAPHETH (Aryan Race) HAM (Turanian Race) SHEM, (Semitic Race)
Cush  Mizraim Phut Canaan
1 2 3 4
Elam Asshur Arphaxad Lud Aram
1 2 3 4 5
Gomer Magog Madai' Javan Tubal Meshech Tiras
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Each son formed a nation. .. they are as follows:

JAPHETH HAM SHEM
1 Gomer — Celts 1 Cush — Ethiopia 1 Elam — Elamites
2 Magog — Scythians 2 Mizraim — Egypt 2 Asshur — Assyrians
3 Madai — Medes 3 Phut — Libya 3 Arphaxad—Chaldea
4 Javan — Greeks 4 Canaan — Palestine 4 Lud — Lydians
¢5 Tubal -notknown 5 Aram — Syrians
6 Meshech - not known
7 Tiras — Thracians

What we want to do is TO MEMORIZE these sons. An easy way? Here
it is, a chart with only the numbers. Fill in the names of the sons to
correspond to the numbers. Start with Japheth, and learn ONE AT A
TIME.
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NOAH
JAPHETH (Arayan Race) HAM (Turanian Race) SHEM (Semitic Race)
1 2 3 4
2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 53

On the next page you will find a map of the world. It will be divided
into three parts — the three parts populated by the three sons of Noah.
The numbers of the sons will be appropriately located. Your job? Name
the numbers. It’s easy — you have already learned the names and the
numbers. If not, why not?
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10.

Once again. Ten questions. See if you can answer
them all. Remember, 10 off of 100 for each mistake.

Which son of Japheth was opposed to Israel? (Ezk38:2-6) Which
modern-day people are probably the descendants of this son? (You
can look this one up in the Bible Encyclopedia.)

Which son of Japheth formed a great nation with King Darius as
their leader? (Use Bible Encyclopedia. Look up the name Darius.
DON’T ASK SOMEONE ELSE, DO IT YOURSELF.)

Which nation has five branches as mentioned in Gen. 10:4?
Whose wife was a descendant of a son of Ham? (Num. 12:1)

What is of special interest in the formation of the name Mizraim?
I mean that the name is of special form in the original language — a
form that relates to the division of the land this son populated.
(Look it up.)

Who was the progenitor of the Lybians, and who of the Lydians?

. From which son of Shem did the Persians originate?

Nineveh was the capital of which nation?
To which race did Abraham belong? Which son of Shem?

Of what help to your Bible study is this chapter on the beginning
of nations? Be honest. If none, just say “none”. Be specific. If

some help, specify just what.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE FIVE

PRIMITIVE NATIONS
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CHAPTER THREE
Physical Palestine

We are now going from the general to the specific, from a world to a

country.

This is a small country about the size of Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut. Events that have occurred here are of more importance than events
that have occurred in all of the other parts of the world put together.

But, strange to say, we are not going to emphasize the events, but
rather the country.

FIRST What is it called? And why? By several names for several

1)

2)

3)

4)

reasons:

1) Canaan 2) Palestine 3) The Holy Land 4) The Land

of Promise
CANAAN because as you know, Canaan, the son of Ham was
the first to live here.

PALESTINE because the Philistines lived down on the South--
Western shores of the land and gave the whole country their

name. You can note that the Philistines are descendants of
Mizraim through Philistim, his son.

THE HOLY LAND because it was there that the Holy Son of

God lived, died, and rose again.

THE LAND OF PROMISE because of the promise of God to

many of His servants concerning this land. (Num. 34)

SECOND What are the dimensions of this land? Here are three maps

that will help much in answering this question:
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CANAAN
BOUNDARIES

EAST: The Jordan The name “Palestine” is sometimes ap-
WEST: The Mediterranean  plied to this territory, but not properly
NORTH: Mt Lebanon so. It is smaller than the State of Mas-

SOUTH: The Desert sachusetts, having only 6,600 square

miles.
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PALESTINE
BOUNDARIES
EAST:  The Syrian Desert
WEST: The Mediterranean Sea Palestine proper contains
NORTH: The river Leontes 12,000 square miles.

Mt. Lebanon and Mt. Hermon

SOUTH: Arabian Desert
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THE LAND OF PROMISE

BOUNDARIES
(NUMBERS 34)

An are / f 60,000 square miles. Thisii‘s'{xs realized for 80
E

years i rmg the reigns of David and :Solomon.

Arabian Deser!

The River of Egypt. (Not the Nile)

Mt. Hor Kadesh Barnea.
NORTH: The entrance of Hamath.
WEST: The Mediterranean.

/ ! EAST: The river Euphrates and the Syrian and Arabian deserts.
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But, really, friend, the purpose of this lesson is to notice the:

NATURAL DIVISIONS OF PALESTINE

There are only four: 1) The Maritime plain. 2) The mountain region.

3) The Jordan valley. 4) The Eastern table-land. Here is the first di-

vision — THE MARITIME PLAIN — with its subdivisions:
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And then the MOUNTAIN REGION. Someone has said that the moun-
tain region is the “backbone of the country?” I must agree with them in

more ways than one. It has five divisions. You probably already know

two or three of them:

eIk

)

[

il
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Last of all THE EASTERN TABLELAND

Take a look:

9e it is the land ¢n top of the anti-

This is called a ‘“table-land” beca )

ptablefto pasturage. It was

Lebanon Mountains. It is fla/t 3
s /,,,f

divided int(’)// ffe three pajts/that you see here designated:
v Bashan, Gli ad and Modb. |
g :

N
%)
&

-
-
-
e, -—-.
- - -

~

~

- - g,
Ld
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The Jordan Valley

“The Jordan Valley is a remarkable
depression, beginning at the source
of the river and plowing a gorge
which grows deeper as it goes south-
ward.” Truly the Jordan Valley is a
remarkable place. At the origin of
the river it is 1700 feet above sea
level, but at its terminus it is 1300
feet below sea level. So in 134 miles
we have a drop of 3,000 feet. Let’s
take a look at the Jordan valley on
the map and notice some points of

interest:

NOTICE — PLEASE — NOTICE

1) In Judea there is a division marked out as THE JESHIMON, an

uninhabitable region, without verdure and penetrated with ravines

and caves.

2) In Samaria and Judea between the mountains and plains is the dis-

trict called THE SHEPELAH consisting of lower hills that gradually

slope down to the Maritime Plain — 500 feet above sea level. (Locate

these on the preceding map.)
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Now as to the WATERS of PALESTINE

The most familiar, of course, is the Jordan River.
What is the source of the Jordan?

There are three . . . they are as follows:
MOUNT
(@ HERMON
The first and most
norlharlti source

@ BANIAS
The one recognized
by the Jews

(> DAN

The lardest stream
~  from Iarge Spring
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There are also NINE BROOKS or “wadys”

Not mantioned
We should know these/. . . ‘oé n the soratures
Zeonites B, but very important
7 n /nklory

A bedstead
/35 feet long

Ghs river \§
fought Gods |\
enemses ‘

@ visit o thi's
rrver
David and the sonof
David both crossed

this river 1n Sorrow

Some one fought
a grant near hare
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Among the waters of the land there are THREE LAKES

3 miles across
Locafed /»n a SwaMf

.I_Aéo_‘”l_ Y ! _W . K

14 Miles

Colled Chinnereth”
in Old Testament
/300 fF# deep

/n some ,o/ace.s‘

+6 Mi/es

Lagoon 15
A only 20,
I deep™
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Now about learning the DIVISIONS OF THE RIVER?

Dead Sea

HASBEIYA

4OM/. | 1700t above sea
leve/

/I M;. The River Jordan

flows 200 miles in
11s course. The lenglh
1s only 134 miles
by air.

/¥ 15 from 8070/80

feef wide, 510 /2

feet deep and falls
4000 feet (22 feet
drop fo the mile).

The Kiver Jordarn

_________ ._i’_ —-/300
below sea level
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A TRIP TO THE MOUNTAINS

f Lebanon Mf Herm on
10,200 1,200 “[eﬁanon/owar
the Sunn;/nf

f Jebel Jermuk The battle of Deborak
' 4,000 Ona’ Barak
/ /r’lyée.r/,oom

/

(2) Horms Ha”m
| 200

4 Mounf of
F the beaf//ua/es
@)
l‘Hle

ITm+. M+ Tabor

lc,“;fg' el w?gmon ®
6/6/@0’75 7 M+t.Gilead 3000
Sauls de/e:f © !

t. Gilboa The hi// of

1,115 More h

Ebal 3,076
W ©
Gerizim

2850 M

Zion_2250

Davids castle](i0)

ed prom sea’ / Jond.

o =

Hebron 3,030

12)%
/Ve ar //zc plam o/
Mamre ¥ } 7
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In this trip to the mountains we have noted the names of 15 mountains:
12 on the West and 3 on the East. It will be easy for you to memorize
those places if you really try. That you may be encouraged to do so,
here is a blank map with the mountains noted on it according to their
numbers. Say, here is a secret of learning: There are five groups of
three mountains on this map. Do you see them? Yes, one group of three
on the east and four groups of three on the west. This is the secret:
If you learn three at a time, it will be but a few minutes until you know
them all. Try it. Start on the east. You can learn all the mountains on
the east of the Jordan in ten minutes. (Less if you are really in earnest

about it.) Then the first three on the West and so on down the map.

(I forgot to say that you could have worked this same system on the

brooks with success.)
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HOW MUCH HAVE YOU LEARNED IN THIS CHAPTER?

Do you know the names applied to the land? |
If so, unscramble these names and facts and put them in their proper

places in the columns below.

Palestine The place where the Holy Son of
The land of Canaan, the Son God lived, died and rose again.
of Ham The land of promise.,
The Holy Land The land promised to Abraham and
The land of the Philistines, others.
descendants of Mizraim Canaan.
NAMES THEIR MEANING
1 1.
2 2.
3. 3.
4. 4.

What were the boundaries given for the above given names?
1. Canaan? 2. Palestine? 3. The land of promise?

NORTH SOUTH
1. 1.
2. 2
3. 3.
: EAST WEST
2.
3.

Say, I believe we will just “throw the book at you?’” Note the map on
the next page? On this map I want you to fill in ALL THE FACTS

(except what we just had on the names, their meaning and dimensions).

Do it any time you want to . . . only BE SURE IT IS DONE FROM
MEMORY.

That means to locate on this map the: 1) Plains 2) Provinces
3) Brooks 4) Lakes

5) Mountains 6) Divisions of

the Jordan
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Journeys of the Patriarchs
THE JOURNEY OF ABRAHAM

Gen. 11:27 to 25:11

The life and journey of “Father Abraham” can be divided into twelve
divisions, as follows:

1

2

® NN e

10.
11.

12.

From Ur to Haran. 11:27-32

From Haran to Canaan. 12:1.9

Visit to Egypt. 12:10-20

Removal to Hebron from Bethel. 13:1-18
Pursuit of the Elamites. 14:1-24

The covenant of God with Abram. 15:1-21
The birth of Ishmael. 16:1-16

Covenant renewed; covenant of circumcision, promise of Isaac.

Circumcision of the household. 17:1-27

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 18:1 to 19:38
Settlement of Beersheba. 20:1 to 21:34

The offering of Isaac. 22:1-19

The last days of Abraham. 22:20 to 25:11

Or his life and journeys can be summed up under sixteen places as given
on the following map.
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It will be our purpose to follow Abraham fromi place to place as given

on the map.

Let’s start then at:

1. The Ur of Chaldees. Gen. 11:27-30.
Chaldea is in the district of Babylonia, as you have previously learned.
It is here in the cradle of civilization that the Garden of Eden was lo-
cated. But back to Abraham, or “Abram” as he was then called.

Ur was a large city in Abram’s day, and his family was only one of the
thousands that lived there. But let’s answer a few questions about this
time and place:

1. Who was Abram’s father? What race?

What was his occupation (traditionally) ? What was his religion?
(scripturally), cf. Joshua 24:2

Who were Abram’s brothers?

Who was the oldest? (supposedly)

Who died in Ur?

Who was Abram’s nephew? Through which one of his brothers?
Which brother married his niece?

Was Iscah the same as Sarai? (i.e., are they two names of the
same person) ?

9. Who left the Ur of Chaldees according to Gen. 11:31?

10. How account for Nahor in Haran later?

N

® NS

11. Look up Acts 7:1 and explain that in connection with Gen. 12:1.

12. How do you suppose Abram came to have faith in Jehovah?

(Write the answers to these questions in a notebook to be handed

in to the teacher each week.)
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2. At the City of Haran. Gen. 11:31-12:3. (This city must have been

named after Abram’s deceased biother.)

It was somewhat over 300 miles from Ur to Haran; however, it was a
well-traveled route, and one that was used by the merchants. Today it
is called “the fertile crescent]’ and as you can see it would form a
perfect crescent from the Ur to Egypt. But now, let’s answer these

questions:

1. What would be different about this call from the first one?

2. What is the meaning of the tezxms “bless and blessing™, as here

used in 12:2-37

3. Wouldn’t it be “respect of persons” to “curse them” that

cursed Abram?

4. What did Peter say was the blessing of all the families of the
earth through Abraham? (cf. Acts 3:25-26)

5. Do you think that Lot was also called to go?
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Down in Canaan’s Land

3. At Shechem. Gen. 12:4-7

Shechem 1is one of the oldest towns in the land of Palestine. A town

by the name of Nablus exists in the same place today.
See what you can do with these questions:

1. What is the “plain of Moreh™?
2. Why mention the Canaanites?

3. What “land” did the Lord mean when He made His promise
to Abram?

4. Why build an altar? Couldn’t he worship God without one?

On Down to Bethel

4. On a mountain between Bethel and Ai. Gen. 12:8-9
This place was evidently so close to Bethel that it came to be a part of it.

1. Why not stay here?

2. How often did Abram make a sacrifice?
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A Visit to Egypt

5. In Egypt. Gen. 12:1-20

Abram continued right on down the “fertile crescent” to complete the

trip into Egypt.

There are some mighty interesting things about this visit. Learn them

by answering these questions:

10.

How could Sarai be “fair to look upon”, considering her age?

Was Abraham mistaken in his estimation of the Egyptians’

morals?
Why would the story be a “half truth”, but a “whole lie”?
Who were the “princes of Pharaoh”?

Why treat Abram well?

How could Pharoah connect Sarai with the plague?

. Did Pharaoh sin?

Why not punish Abram?
Who told Pharaoh it was a sin to have another man’s wife?

You ought to look up the history of Egypt of about this time!!!
Most intriguing.



SACRED HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

65

Back to Bethel

6. At Bethel. 13:1-17

The altar evidently was still standing when Abram arrived. The land

was again producing, but there was trouble brewing . . . Find out

about it through these questions:

10.

11.

. What is “the south country”?

Where did Abram get his wealth?
What is meant by “calling on the name of the Lord”?

Why couldn’t Abram and Lot dwell together?

. What do you suppose the herdsmen quarreled over?

Why did Abram wish to settle the difficulty peaceably?
Why was Abram willing to make such a generous offer?

What two places did the Jordan valley resemble?

Couldn’t Lot have still chosen the valley and stayed out of
trouble? What was his mistake?

What reward did God give Abram for his humility? (cf.
13:14-15)

You really should look up a description of this district. Also
read II Peter 2:7 before you judge Lot too harshly.
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At Home in Hebron

7. In Hebron. 13:18 to 14:13

We said that Shechem was an old town, but Hebron really has the
reputation for antiquity. This is where Father Abraham was to make
his permanent residence.

Say, friend, in answering these questions, do the MOST you can with
them, not the LEAST.

Trouble from the East
Gen. 14:1-24

How could there be so many kings in such a small area?

. How long had the five kings served the four kings? When did

they rebel and when punished?

How could the micht of these kings be measured by the per-
sons they defeated?

What is a “slime pit”? (Don’t say “a pit with slime in it” )

. How come Lot was taken with those of Sodom? I thought he

only pitched his tent TOWARD Sodom.
How did Abram hear about the capture of his nephew?
Who were the Amorites who were confederate with Abram?

How many men in Abram’s army?

The Pursuit of the Elamites
Gen. 14:14-16

8. At Dan. 14:14-16 (This also includes the return trip.)

1.

This is an interesting section of the country. You should look
into it.

How could Abram and a small army do what an army of giants
could not?

Why had the people been saved alive?
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9. On the way back to Hebron and at the city of Hebron. 14:17 to 19:36

1. How could the King of Sodom meet Abram? I thought the king
was in the “slime pit?” (cf. 14:10)
2. Give three interesting facts about this interesting man, Mel-
chizedek.
3. Why make exception for Mamre,Eschcol, and Abner?
4. How did Abram testify of his faith in God to the King of
Sodom?
5. When did God give the law of the tithe?
God’s Covenant with Abram
15:1-21
Previous to this chapter we find that God had promised a blessing to
Abram, but in this chapter we learn of the details of that blessing.
We also learn of the provision for Abram that God included in this
covenant. You can learn these things if you answer the questions
below:
1. What two things did God promise to be to Abram? Will He
be that for you and me?
2. How could it be that Eliezer would be the heir of Abram’s
house?
How was Abram constituted righteous?
Why the strange offering?
How long did God say the seed of Abram would be in Egypt?
What did the “iniquity of the Amorites” have to do with God’s
promise ? |
What were the boundaries of the land promised? Was it ever
realized?

AN ol o

N

Hagar and Ishmael
16:1-16

Ten years is a long time, especially when you are waiting for some-
thing. But what God had promised Abram, surely Abram knew God
would fulfill.
There are always four steps to Hell: 1) Doubt, 2) Denial, 3) Desire,
4) Death. Adam took those steps through Eve. Abram took them
through Sarai. Here are some simple, stimulating questions on this
episode:
Where did Sarai secure this handmaid?
How did Sarai imagine she would obtain children “of Hagar”?
Why did Hagar despise her mistress?
How did Sarai imagine she would be freed from her guilt?
(ep. 16:5)
Why was Sarai so hard on Hagar?
Where was Hagar evidently headed when she stopped in the
wilderness?
What encouragement to return did the angel give Hagar?

N Y A
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8. What name did Hagar give to God because of her experience?
9. Get a Bible Encyclopedia and locate Beerlahairoi.
10. What lesson can you learn from this incident?

The Covenant Renewed.
The Covenant of Circumcision.
The Promise of Isaac.

Circumcision of the Household.

Gen. 17:1-27

Thirteen more years had come and gone and still there was no visible
evidence of the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abram. Ishmael,
Hagar’s son, was now a strong young man. One day Jehovah broke
the silence and spoke with Abram — now 99 years old — in wo:ds
more assuring than ever before. Note their content and answer these
questions:

-

w N

=

bW

-

The Covenant Renewed

17:1-8
What did God mean when He asked Abram to “be perfect”?
What additional thought did God add to His covenant with
Abram at this time?
What is the meaning of the tezm “everlasting” as given in these
verses?

The Covenant of Circumcision

17:9-14
What relation did circumcision have to the covenant God
made with Abram?

. How long was this covenant — “in the flesh’’ — to last?
g

Notice how important it was (verse 14) and then read Col.
2:11-13 and notice the circumcision of Christ and its impor-
tance to us as spiritual children of Abram.

The Promise of Isaac
17:15-21

Why change the name of Abram’s wife?
Did Abraham, when he laughed, doubt God? (cf. Rom. 4:
18-22)
Why did Abraham speak of Ishmael to God?
Why name the boy Isaac?
What nations did Ishmael form?

The Circumcision of the Household
17:22-27

. Was there any merit to be earned by being ci-cumcised?

Why circumcise the foreigner?
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The Destruction of Sodom and Gomeorrah
18:1 to 19:38

The Visitation of the Angels
18:1-8
1. Is there anything significant in the number of men who came
to see Abraham?

2. What two-fold purpose did these men have in visiting Abra-
ham?

3. Is the hospitality shown to these men an example for you and
me.?

The Promise of Isaac to Sarah
18:9-15
1. Notice the change of the pronouns in verse 9 . . . any signifi-
cance?
2. Why did Sarah laugh and then deny that she did?

3. “Is anything too hard for Jehovah?”’ Let us “stand upon His
promises” for all His words are “yea and amen?

Going Toward Sodom. Jehovah Reveals
His Plan of Destruction to Abraham
18:16-21
1. What reason did Jehovah give for revealing His plan for Sodom
to Abraham?

2. How is it that God had to go down and find out concerning
Sodom?
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Abraham Intercedes for Sodom
18:22-23

. Is there any particular meaning in the fact that only two of

the men went on to Sodom and the text says: “but Abraham
stood yet before Jehovah”?

. Was Abraham trying to change the mind of God?
3. What would constitute a “righteous” soul in Sodom?

4. Why was Abraham so interested in saving the city?

The Angel’s Visit to Sodom
19:1-11

. Do you think that Lot knew who the men were when he asked

them into his house?

. How could these men have stayed in the street all night? (Look

up “Bible Customs”’ )

. Is there any evidence of compromise in the words of Lot to

the men of Sodom?

4. Why was Lot so terribly anxious to protect these men?

. What estimation of Lot did the men of Sodom have?

The Angel’s Message Concerning Sodom
9:12-16

. Did Sodom have any effect on the children of Lot; if so, what?
2. What is meant by “one that mocked”?
3. Did Lot really believe the message of the angels?
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Look Not Back.
Do Not Stay in the Plain.

Concession Made.

19:17-22

Why not look back?

Why not stay in the plain?

What “evil” did Lot fear in the mountains?
Why couldn’t God do anything until Lot moved?

Lol R

The Destruction of the City
‘Remember Lot’s Wife
19:23-26

1. What is brimstone?

2. Wasn’t Jehovah cutting some of these folk off without a
chance?

3. What is meant by a “pillar of salt”?

4. What lesson is there in it for you and me?

Abraham Beholds the Smoke of Sodonmt from Hebron

19:27-29

1. What feelings do you suppose passed through the heart of
Abraham as he saw the destruction?

2. What one reason is given for the preservation of Lot?
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The Sin of Lot’s Daughters
19:30-38

1. How is it that Lot was now afraid to live in Zoar and not afraid
of the mountains?

2. Were these two girls at all justified in their actions?

3. Locate the home of the sons of Lot’s daughters.

Settlement at Beersheba
20:1 to 22:2

Let’s get the chronology straight. Three men came to promise Abra-
ham and Sarah that “at this season next year you shall have a son
and shall call his name Isaac’Then in the intervening months we
have the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah as recorded in chapters
18 and 19. Now just before the birth of the long awaited son (14
years) Abraham and Sarah move from Hebron to a place called Gerar,
30 or 35 miles south of Hebron. (Locate it on the map.) It is quite
probable that the move was made because of famine. Now notice the
strange thing that takes place at Gerar.

10. At Gerar. Gen. 20:1-18

The Deception of Abimelech
The Restoration

20:1-18

1. Why was the blame placed in part on Abimelech?
2. How did God show His mercy to Abimelech?

3. How could Jehovah be well pleased with Abraham in spite of
his sin?
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Was Abraham at all justified in what he did?

Why didn’t Abraham learn his lesson with Pharach?

What was the punishment that was brought on Abimelech?
What special consideration did the King give to Sarah?
What do you personally think about this incident?

The Birth of Isaac Somewhere Outside Gerar

Circumcision and Joy
Gen. 21:1-7

1. Was this the only son Abraham had in his old age?

Name two other women who had children through divine in-
tervention.
A Feast. The Removal of Hagar.
The Providence of God.
Gen. 21:8-21

1. How old was Isaac when they had the feast?

What caused the removal of Hagar? What prompted the out-
burst? |

Why was this incident especially grievous to Abraham?

4. Did Abraham imagine that Hagar would be able to exist on

the bread and water diet he gave her? Wasn’t this cruel?

Who did God hear in this problem of Hagar?

6. Who are the descendants of Hagar’s son?

1.

Where were the mother and son located in the wilderness?

11. At Beersheba. 21:22-22:2

Abraham evidently moved from place to place outside Gerar until he
came to the place called Beersheba.
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The Covenant of Abraham and Abimelech
Gen. 21:22-34

Why were Abimelech and Phicol so anxious to make a covenant
with Abraham?

Was it in the will of God for Abraham to so swear
with this Philistine?

Who was at fault in the dispute over the well of water?
Why give the sheep and oxen to Abimelech?

What was the special significance of the seven ewe lambs?

What is the meaning of Beersheba?
The Offering of Isaac.

22:1-19

Do you believe Abraham really believed he was going to kill
his son? (cf. Heb. 11:17-19)

12. At M. Moriah. 22:3-18

1. Locate Mt. Moriah on the map.

2. Did Isaac know why they were making the trip?

3. When was the heart of the father the most severely tried in

NS e

this incident?

How is the character of Isaac shown?

What typical significance does this incident have?

What additional word is added to the promise given Abraham?

What lesson of faith is in this for you and me?
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The Last Days of Abraham
Gen. 22:19-25:11

13. Back to Beersheba. 22:19--23:1

1.

2.

Abraham Learns of the Children of Nahor
22:20-24

Why is it important to know that Abraham’s brother had

chiidren?

Was it pleasing to God for Nahor to have a concubine?
The Death and Burial of Sarah

Gen. 23:1-20

14. At Hebron. 23:2-20

1.

-~

PN

How is it that Abraham was in Beersheba and Sarah was in
Hebron?

What nationality were the “children of Heth”?

Why did the foreigners have such a healthy respect for Abra-
ham?

Did they really mean that Abraham should take any one of
their sepulchres?

Why was the bargain made as it was?

How much in our money did Abraham pay for the field?
Who else was buried in this cave?

You ought to look up a picture of it.

A VWife for Isaac
Gen. 24:1-67

15. Back in Beersheba. Gen. 24:1 to 25:8

S W

Who was the servant that was sent for the wife?

Why this strange way of swearing?

What was the one thing that would release this servant from
the oath?

How far was the trip?

What was to be the special guidance of the servant?

Why would the provisions made for the selection of the women
show the providence of God?
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10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

What relation was Rebekah to Isaac?

Who was the brother of Rebekah?

How did the servant show his courtesy?

How did the servant manifest the urgency of his visit?

Why did the recital of the events make such an impression

upon the mother and brother of Rebekah?

What is meant by “took her into his mother’s tent”?
Who left with Rebekah?

Where was Isaac when he met Rebekah?

How is the faith of Rebekah shown?

The Last Days of Abraham
Gen. 25:1-11
How many sons did Abraham have by his second wife?

If Abraham had two wives and several concubines, a good
number of people could claim descent from the “father of the
faithful? Name some of them.

How did the death of a father bring together two sons who

were enemies?

What is the one outstanding lesson you learn from the life

and journeys of Abraham?
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THE TWO-FOLD PROMISE OF GOD TO ABRAHAM AT UR OF CHALDEE

THE TWO-FOLD PROMISE OF GOD TO ABRAHAM

(Gen. 12:2, 8)

The promise to make of Abraham “a great nation” was fulfilled at Sinai,
when the law of Moses was given and the Hebrew kingdom was perfected (Exo.
19:3-6; Mal. 4:4). The subsequent promise predicated upon this—to give him
the land of Canaan for a possession, was fulfilled when Israel entered Canaan

(Gen. 15:17-21; Josh. 1:11)

The second promise that in Abraham “shall all the families of the earth be
blessed,” referred to the Christ, and was fulfilled when individuals of all nations

shared alike the Gospel blessings.

(1) First ProMiskE: “I will make of thee a :g
great nation” (Gen. 12:2).

romise to Christ)

..................................................................

Zebulun
Issachar
Gen. 17:21 Gen. 28:2-4 Levi

............................... Simneon
Reuben
Benjamin
Joseph
: Naphtali
Cecetecceraes  sesesssecssccscane : Dan

- I : | Manasseh
Judah

B. C. 1921—(Gen. 12:1-3)

(The natural promise pointed to Sinai, and the spiritual p

e JUDAH

(2) Seconp ProMisE: “In thee shall
all the families of the earth be Heb. 7:14

blessed” (Gen. 12:3; comp. Rom. Gen. 49:10
9:3-13; Gal. 3:15-17).

------------------------------------------------------------------

Psa. 132:1

Rom. 1:3

Matt. 1:2, 17
22:42

Davip

Fulfillment of
Gen. 12:2
SINAI
Hebrew Nation
1491 B. C.
Palestine
Gen. 13:15
17: 5
50:24
Exo.33: 1
Acts 7:4,5

“The law which came 480 years after (the
promises Gen. 12:2) doth not disannul so
as to make the promise (Gen. 12:3) of none

effect” (Gal. 3:17).

Fulfillment of
Gen. 12:3

CHRIST
Gal. 3:15-17
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
(Gen. 12:1-3; comp. Heb. 11:8-16; Gal. 3:5-22)

INTRODUCTION

This subject marks the beginning of Hebrew history, and incidentally supplies
an interpretation of a large portion of the Bible. Here the plans and purposes
of God are unfolded in a most interesting manner. The subject should be mastered
by reading all references in the Bible.

1. The temporal and spiritual promises of God are revealed in conditional
covenants, in the development of which they are also approached.

2. The covenant which God made with Abraham falls into two natural divi-
sions, with subsequent related promises.

(1) Abraham, at the age of 75, in the Ur of the Chaldee, heard the call of
God, and answered it by faith (Gen. 12:4; Acts 7:4; Heb. 11:8, 9).

Note: “Faith” is the acceptance of testimony (Heb. 11:1).

3. Each of the two great promises of the covenant was complete within it-
self, and was therefore ratified and fulfilled separately. This fact is the earliest
suggestion of the separate nature of the law and the Gospel, both of which are in
view In the promises to Abraham.

I—GOD’S FOUR-FOLD OBLIGATION IN THIS COVENANT

1. First obligation: To make “a great nation” of Abraham’s posterity (Gen.
12:3).

2. Second obligation: To bless all nations through Abraham (Gen. 12:3).

3. Third obligation: At Moreh, a few years later, God again appeared to
Abraham and promised to give the land of Canaan to his posterity (Gen. 12:6, 7).

4. Fourth obligation: Twenty-four years after the third promise, God again
appeared to Abraham, renewed the former promises, and added the additional
promise to adopt his children in a special and peculiar manner (Gen. 17:7-14).
This called for a mark of distinction—Circumcision.

II—ABRAHAM’S OBLIGATION TO THIS COVENANT

1. He had to accept every promise on faith (Heb. 11:8; comp. Rom. 4:3,
16-23).

(1) He even left Ur of Chaldee wholly on faith (Heb. 11:8, 11; Acts 7:1-6;
Gen. 12:4-6).

2. He and his household “all died in faith, not having received the promises”
(Heb. 11:13).

(1) He saw the beginning of the first promise (“I will make of thee a great
nation”), when children were born in his house (Gen. 21:1-7; comp. Gen. 18:9-19).
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(2) He had a prophetic view of the second promise (“In thee shall all the
families of the earth be blessed”). This promise being spiritual, referred to Christ
Gal. 3:16). In addressing the Jews, Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced
to see my day, and he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56) .

(8) He saw a sign confirming the third promise (the land of Canaan to his
posterity) (Gen. 15:7-21).

(4) He saw the beginning of the fourth promise (the adoption of his chil-
dren in a special and peculiar manner), of which circumcision was given as the
sign (Gen. 17:9-12).

(5) But not one of these promises was fulfilled during his life. He lived to
see his grandson Jacob fifteen years of age (Gen. 21:5; 22:20; 25:7,26).

III—THE ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE PROMISES

1. Gen. 12:2. “I will make of thee a great nation.”

(1) This was to be fulfilled after Abraham’s death, through his posterity
(Gen. 15:12-21).

(a) The fulfillment of this promise began in the miraculous birth of Isaac
(Gen. 26:4), and developed through the line of Jacob (Gen. 28:1-4; 48:3, 4), into
innumerable posterity (Gen. 22:17; Hos. 1:10; Heb. 11:12).

(2) The promise of the land of Canaan was an essential development of this
promise (Gen. 12:6, 7; 13:17; 16:8; 15:7; 22:17; Ex. 3:1-12; Num. 14:20-24;
comp. Lev. 26:5, 6, 41-45; Jer. 11:2-5; Heb. 8:11). '

(8) The sign of circumcision was essentially a national distinction (Gen. 17:
9-14).

(4) This national promise was literally fulfilled in the Hebrew Nation which
was perfected at Sinai, 1491 B.C. (Ex. 19:5-8).

(a) The Israelites were obligated by a covenant that was sealed with blood
(Ex. 24:1-8).

(b) The inheritance of the land of Canaan was one of the provisions of this
covenant (Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:31; 82:49; Josh. 1:11).

(5) Four things necessary to adopt the Israelites as a peculiar and chosen
people:

(a) A creation. FULFILLED in the miraculous birth of Isaac (Gen. 17:1-8;
18:9-15; 21:1-7).

(b) 4 seal of adoption. FULFILLED in circumcision as a seal of distinction
(Gen. 17:9-14; Rom. 4:9-12).

; 5)(c) A purchase. FULFILLED in redemption from Egyptian bondage (Deut.
:15).

(d) 4 covenant of relation. FuULFILLED in the covenant at Sinaj (Deut. 5:
21; Ex. 20:1-17).
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2. (Gen. 12:3) “In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed” (comp.
Gen. 22:18).

@ l(1) This )promise was spiritual, and therefore referred ultimately to Christ
al. 8:16, 17). |

(a) The beginning of its fulfillment was in Isaac, to whom it was repeated
(Gen. 26:4).

(b) It is dimly seen through Jacob, in his selection before his birth (Gen.
25:23) ; in the parental blessing by Isaac (Gen. 27:27-29); in the domestic in-
structions from Isaac (Gen. 28:1-5); in God’s revelation to Jacob at Iuz (Gen.
48:8, 4) ; in the joining of the names of “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” Ex
3:6; Acts 7:32); and in due time was revealed with emphasis (Psa. 147:19, 20;
Heb. 11:9).

(2) This spiritual promise was separate from all the other promises, and not
fulfilled with them (Gel. 8:17-22).

NoTE: As a spirit can exist without the flesh, so the spiritual promise is in full
effect after the fulfillment of the temporal or national promise.

(8) In the fulfillment of this promise, the relation to God advanced from
fleshly to spiritual (Rom. 9:1-9; Gal. 6:15; Rom. 8:14-16; 1 Cor. 2:4; Jude 19;
1 Pet. 4:14; 1 Cor. 7:40; Eph. 2:18; 4:3; Phil. 1:27; 2:1; 3:3).

(4) The covenants belonging to the two great promises bear certain resemb-
lance, as. well as differences; as the adoption of the fleshly descendants of Abraham
set aside as uncovenanted all other nations, so the covenant of the spiritual creation
sets aside as uncovenanted all whom it does not include.

SUMMARY

1. God made a proposition to Abraham, and he accepted it by faith. When
Abraham conceded to this, it thereby constituted a covenant between him and

God.
2.The covenant with Abraham was two-fold, and in its development, it called

forth other agreements.

3. The promise of a great nation was fulfilled in the Hebrew nation at Sinai,
separate from the spiritudl promise.
4. The spiritual promise referred to Christ, in whom it was fulfilled; the

relation to God thereby advanced from fleshly to spiritual, with each individual
personally accountable before God (Matt. 28: 18-20; Rom. 14:12; Gal. 3:1 to

5:25).
5. We are therefore individually amenable to God through Christ, by the
Gospel(Rom. 2).
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ISHMAEL

(Gen. 16:1-16; 17:20; 21:17-21; Gal 4:21-31)

Jehovah had promised a son to Abraham, without designating the mother.
Sarah, his wife, was then past age for motherhood, but she still believed the prom-
ises (Heb. 11:11). Ten years later, when Abraham had reached the age of
eighty-six, Sarah presumed to assist Jehovah in the fulfillment of the promise.
She therefore selected Hagar, a youthful Egyptian slave, as a handmaid for
Abraham (16:1-7). Her sincerity is reasonably inferred from the fact that slaves
were then regarded as personal property, and their children were regarded as the
children of their mistress (comp. Gen. 20:3).

After Hagar conceived, she was despised in the eyes of Sarah, from whose
presence she was driven. “And the angel of Jehovah found her by a fountain of
water in the wilderness, by a fountain in the way to Shur. 8. And he said, Hagar,
Sarai’s handmaid, whence camest thou? and wither goest thou? And she said, I
am fleeing from the face of my mistress Sarai. 9. And the angel of Jehovah said
unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 10. And
the angel of Jehovah said unto her, I will greatly multiply thy seed, that it shall
not be numbered for multitude” (Gen. 16:7 -10).

It was from this angel that Hagar received the first specific information
concerning her unborn son. The predictions concerning Ishmael outline future
history with remarkable precision.

I—THE BIRTH OF ISHMAEL
1. His Sex and Name Pre-announced by the Angel.

FoORECAST

(1) Gen. 16:11. “And the angel
of Jehovah said unto her, Behold, thou
art with child, and shalt bear a Son;
and thou shalt call his name IsHMAEL,
because Jehovah hath heard thy afflic-

tion.”

FULFILLMENT

(1) The name “IsHMAEL,” which
means “God (i3) hearing,” had its
origin in the circumstances of his birth

(Gen 16).

Gen. 16:13-16. “And she called
the name of Jehovah that spake un-
to her, Thou are a God that seeth:
for she said, Have I even here looked
after him that seeth me? 14. Wherefore
the well is called Beer-lahai-roi (the
well of the living one who seeth); be-
hold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.
15. And Hagar bear Abram a son:
and Abram called the name of his son,
whom Hagar bare, IsaMAEL. 16. And
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FORECAST

FULFILLMENT

Abram was four score and six years
old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to
Abram.”

II—THE POSTERITY OF ISHMAEL
1. Twelve Sons were Predicted for Him, from Whom Nations Would Arise.

FORECAST

(1) Gen. 17:20 “And as for Ish-
mael, I have heard thee; behold I have
blessed him, and will make him fruit-
ful, and will multiply him exceedingly;
twelve princes shall he beget, and I
will make him a great nation.”

(2) National Distinction Forecast.
Gen. 21:18. “And also of the son
of the handmaid will I make a nation,

because he is thy (Abraham’s) seed.”

Gen. 17:20. “I will make him a
great nation.”

Gen. 21:18 “Arise, lift up the lad,
and hold him in thy hand; for I will
make him a great mation.”

(83) Numerous Posterity.

Gen. 16:10. “And the angel of
Jehovah said unto her (Hagar), I will
greatly multiply thy seed, that it shall
not be numbered for multitude.”

FULFILLMENT

(1) The “Twelve Princes” of Ish-
mael.

Gen. 25:12-16. “12. Now these
are ‘the gemerations of Ishmael, Abra-
ham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian,
Sarak’s handmaid, bare unto Abra-
ham: 18. and these are the names of
the sons of Ishmael, by their names,
according to their generations: the first-
born of Ishmael, Nebaioth, and Kedar,
and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 14. and Mish-
ma, and Dumah, and Massa, 15. Ha-
dad, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and
Kedemabh: 16. these are the sons of Ish-
mael, and these are the names by their
villages, and by their encampments;
twelve princes according to their na-
tions.”

(2) Nations that Grew out of
Ishmael:

The Nabaiotheans, Itureans, Ar-
abs, Saracens, and Hagrites descended
from Ishmael.

Both the mother and wife of Ish-
mael were Egyptians (Gen. 16:1; 21:
21), and his descendants were therefore
a mixed race. The descendants of Jok-
tan, the son of Eber (Gen. 10:25, 26)
are generally regarded as pure Arab-
1ans.

(3) Numerous Posterity.

In the days of Joseph, Ishmael’s
descendants were numerous, and car-
ried on extensive trade with Egypt
(Gen. 87:25-28). At an early period,
they were joined by the sons of Ket-
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FORECAST

FULFILLMENT

urah, one of whom was Midian, the
ancestor of the Midianites. This ac-
counts for the fact that the merchants
to whom Joseph was sold, are called
both “Ishmaelites (Gen. 87:25, 28),
and “Midianites,” in the same context
(Gen. 37:28, 36).

The Hagrites, previously mention-
ed, were a numerous people who de-
rived their name from Hagar, and lived
east of Palestine; in the days of Saul
they carried on a war with the tribe
of Reuben (1 Chron. 5:10-22; comp.
Psa. 83:6).

Esau, the elder son of Isaac, mar-
ried Basemath (Gen. 26:34), and Ma-
halath (Gen. 28:9), the daughters of
Ishmael, and from them arose the great
Edomite nation (Gen. 36:1, 19, 43).

III—CHARACTER OF ISHMAEL AND HIS DESCENDANTS

Ishmael and his descendants are figuratively likened unto a “wild ass,” a
species which is found in great numbers in East and South Tartary, in Persia,

Syria, the islands of Archipelago, and throughout Mauritania .

They are char-

acterized by their independence and liberty, and by their strength and nimbleness.

FoRECAST

1. Gen. 16:12 “He shall be as a
wild ass among men.” (Literally, “a
wild ass of a man™).

2. Job describes the “wild ass”
suggestive of Ishmael.

Job. 89:5, 6 “ Who hath sent
out the wild ass free? Or who hath
loosed the bonds of the swift ass.
Whose home I have made the wilder-
ness. And the salt land his dwelling
place?”

3.~ Job. 89:7 “He scorneth the
tumult of the city. Neither heareth he
the shoutings of the driver (taskmas-
ter).”

FULFILLMENT

1. The wild ass inhabits the saline
plains or salt wastes, where few other
creatures would care to live. Such land
has always been the favorite home of
the descendants of Ishmael.

2. Gen. 21: 20, 21 “And God was
with the lad (Ishmael), and he grew;
and he dwelt in the wilderness, and be-
came, as he grew up, an archer. 21.
And he dwelt in the wilderness of Par-
an: and his mother took him a wife
out of the land of Egypt.”

8. Gen. 21:21 “And he dwelt in
the wilderness of Paran.”

His descendants still prefer the
deserts, and avoid the restraint of cit-
ies and superiors.
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FoORECAST
4. Job. 89:8 “The range of moun-
tains is his pasture; and he searcheth
after every green thing.”

5. Gen. 16:12 “And he shall dwell
over against all his brethren.” (Liter-
ally, in the face of, or before.)

6. Gen. 16:12 “And he shall be
as a wild ass among men; his hand shall
be against every man, and every man’s
hand against him.”

FULFILLMENT

4. His descendants as a class, have
never had a fixed habitation; they pitch
their tents and feed their flocks wher-
ever they desire, seldom till the soil,
and live a nomadic life.

5. Gen. 25:6 “But unto the sons
of the concubines, that Abraham had,
Abraham gave gifts; and he sent them

-away from Isaac his son, while he yet

lived, eastward unto the east country.”

The country occupied by the sons
of Ishmael is described as follows:

“And they dwelt from Havilah
unto Shur that is before Egypt, as
thou goest toward Assyria: he abode
over against all his brethren” (Gen.
25:18) .

Ishmael’s descendants therefore
occupied from the Persian Gulf to
Egypt; their territory extended 1800
miles in length, and 900 miles in
breadth.

6. Ishmael’s characteristics are
manifest early in life. Gen. 21:9 says:
“And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the
Egyptian, whom she had borne unto
Abraham, mocking. 10. W herefore,
she said unto Abraham, Cast out this
handmaid and her son: for the son of
the handmaid shall not be heir with my
son, even with Isaac.”

This event is presented as typical,
in the allegory of the two covenants
(Gal. 4:21-31).

The Egyptians, Assyrians, Greeks
and Romans, have endeavored to sub-
jugate the Arabs, with only temporary
triumphs. From the beginning they
have maintained their independence,
and God has preserved them as a last-
ing monument of His Providential
care, and an irrefutable argument for
the truth of Divine Revelation.

The Arabs have a proverb: “In
the desert everyome is everyone’s en-
emy.” The Bedouin is regarded as a
law unto himself—an outlaw among
nations.
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FoRECAST

7. The descendants of Ishmael
were to decline in strength (Isa. 21:
18-17; Psa. 120:5). But KEeDAR, a
tribe of Ishmael in Northern Arabia,
is ultimately to receive the Gospel (Isa.
60:7).

FULFILLMENT

7. Eusebius records the spread of
speculative theories among the early
Christians of Arabia, and Origen’s suc-
cess in correcting their errors.

“But about this time, also, other
men sprang up in Arabia as the prop-
agators of false opinions. These as-
serted, that the human soul, as long as
the present state of the world existed,
perished at death and lived with the
body, but that it would be raised again
with the body at the time of the resur-
rection. And as a considerable council
was held on account of this, Origen be-
ing again requested, likewise here dis-
cussed the point in question with so
much force, that those who had been
before led astray, completely changed
their opinion” (Eccl. Hist. VI.
XXXVII. p. 239).

(Origen was born about A. D.
185.)

After Paul’s conversation, he re-
tired to Arabia, apparently for special
preparation for his Gospel ministry
(Gal. 1:17).

CONCLUSION

1. Abraham and Sarah could not understand how God could fulfill His prom-
ise of posterity, except by a proxy birth. This accounts for the birth of Ishmael.
But God rejected him as the chosen one for the line of the promises, and selected

Isaac who was of miraculous birth.

2. Every prediction concerning Ishmael has been literally fulfilled. Nations
have risen from him, and his personal characteristics have survived through the

centuries.

8. The historic accuracy of predictions, places a stamp of approval on the

predictive language.

4. The account of Ishmael is of special interest, because it it inseparably

associated with the history of the chosen people, and also enters the New Testament
record, both in the cruel Herods of Palestine, and the converts to the Gospel in
Arabia (Acts 2:11).
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THE LIFE AND JOURNEYS

of
ISAAC

Genesis 20:15-35:39

1. At Gerar. Gen. 20:15-21:22
Trouble arose here between Abraham and Abimelech, king of
Gerar, and Abraham was commanded to remove from the city and to
inhabit the surrounding territory. This he did and Isaac was born in

this district outside of Gerar.

He was with his family during the feast and the removal of

Ishmael and Hagar.

2. In Beersheba. (Including the trip to Moriah and back.) Gen. 22:1-
23:20

Isaac accompanied his father in this test of faith. The account
of this is given in the life of Abraham.
Isaac was here also at the death of his mother, and shortly after

her burial plot is purchased, Isaac moves to Beer-la-hai-roi.
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The Journeys of
ISAAC

Gen.20:15~35:29

BE ERSHEBA

!
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3. At Beer-la-hai-roi. Gen. 24:1-25:11

Sometime after the death of his mother he left Beersheba and

made his home here. He was coming from Beer-la-hai-roi when he

met Rebekah.(He was evidently there the whole time the servant was

securing him a bride.) He took her to Beersheba with him to his
mother’s tent where they were married. Afterward they returned to

Beer-la-hai-roi.

4. From Beer-la-hai-roi to Beersheba and then to Hebron and then back
to Beer-la-hai-roi. Gen. 25:9-11

He again left Beer-la-hai-roi at the death of his father. He and

his half-brother Ishmael carry the body of their father to Hebron for

the burial. The two sons of Abraham then returned to their respec-

tive homes: Isaac to Beer-la-hai-roi and Ishmael to Havilah.
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5. In Beer-la-hai-roi. Gen. 25:12-34

After the return from the burial of Abraham the following facts and

events are recorded.

1.
2.
3.

1.

The Generations of Ishmael

25:12-18
Who are the present descendants of Ishmael?
How many princes did God promise Hagar from hez son?
Locate Havilah on the map.

The Generations of Isaac
25:19-20
Why give the geneaology of Isaac when it was so limited?
The Birth of Jacob and Esau

25:21-26
In what way could we say that the birth of the twins was super-

natural ?

2.
3.
4.

NN BN~

Why did Rebekah despair of her life?

What two interesting facts are here given concerning Esau?
How long were Rebekah and Isaac married before the birth
of the twins?

The Childhood of the Twins

25:27-28
What two outstanding differences were to be noticed in the
boys from their early childhood?

The Sale of the Birthright

25:29-34
Why didn’t Esau have his mother feed him?
Of what was the pottage made?
Why was Esau called Edom?
What was the meaning of the “birthright”?
Why make him swear to it?
How could it be said that Esau “despised his birthright”?
How could a Christian despise his birthright?
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6. At Gerar. 26:1-21
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10.

What caused Isaac to move from Beer-la-hai-roi?

What encouragement did Jehovah give Isaac at this time?
Where was Isaac headed when Jehovah appeared to him?
How could Isaac so deceive Abimelech when he had twin boys?
How did Abimelech discover the lie of Isaac?

How did Abimelech, the Philistine, know of the guiltiness of
adultery?

How could Jehovah bless such a sinner?
What prompted the move from Gerar?
Why move just because Isaac was greater than Abimelech?

How did Isaac show good character in his dealings concerning
the wells?

7. At Rehoboth. Gen. 26:22

1.
2.

Why not strive over this well?

What is the meaning of the name?

8. In Beersheba. 26:23-35:27

1.

What encouragement was received the same night of arrival
at this place?

Why not bless Isaac for his own sake and not for that of his
father?

Was there no well dug here before?
What have you heard before of a peace treaty with Abimelech?

How was the covenant that Abraham made with this man a
bit more binding than that made by Isaac?



92 SACRED HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

6. What was peculiar about the well the servants dug here?

7. Notice that at this time the son of Isaac, Esau, when now 40
years old, took two wives of the foreign Hittites, and that they
were a great grief to his father and mother, Isaac and Rebekah.

26:34-35.

8. Notice also that Isaac now remains here in Beersheba all the
time that the line of events takes place in the life of his son
Jacob. The events begin with the obtaining of the blessing and
conclude with the return of Jacob and his family. 27:1 - 35:26.

9. Hebron. Gen. 35:27-29

Isaac had traveled to this place in his old age and here he died
at the age of 180 years. He was buried here in the cave of Machpelah

by his two sons, Jacob and Esau.
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THE LIFE AND JOURNEYS OF JACOB

. At Beer-la-hai-roi. Gen. 25:19-34
This is the birthplace of Jacob and Esau. The events recorded in the

life of Isaac under point five should be considered here.

. Gerar. Gen. 26:1-21

He accompanies his father and mother in the events mentioned in
these verses.

. In Rehoboth. Gen. 26:22
Jacob with his father here.

. Beersheba. Gen. 26:23 -28:9

The appearance of Jehovah to Isaac and the covenant with Abimelech.

26:23-33.

The two wives of Esau. 26:34-36.

Through treachery, Jacob obtains the blessing that was intended for
Isaac. 27:1-29.

1. What was the meaning of the blessing Isaac wanted to pro-
nounce upon Esau?

2. Why the need for the venison?
3. Who plotted the plan of deception?

4. What objection did Jacob have to the first proposal made by
his mother?

5. Why secure young goats for food?

6. What subtle efforts were used by Rebekah to deceive her
husband?

7. What terrible lie did Jacob tell to explain his early appear-
ance as Esau?

8. What did Isaac detect in the trick?\
9. What flat lie did Jacob tell?
10. Why ask Jacob to kiss Isaac?
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11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

Give three points in the blessing which Jacob obtained.
When did Isaac begin to “tremble exceedingly”?

Why say that even though Jacob had obtained the blessing
through guile he would yet be blessed?

Was it fair to Esau to thus be cheated?
What two-fold application of the name Jacob did Esau make?
What sad word did Isaac give concerning the blessing of Esau?

What blessing and prophecy was given concerning Esau?

The hatred of Esau and the plan of Rebekah to send Jacob away.
27:41-46

1.

SRk Wb

When did Esau purpose to kill his brother?
Was Esau married at this time? To whom?
How did Rebekah plan to save her son?
How long was he to stay?

What very wise method did Rebekah use in getting Isaac to
carry out her plan?

The actual departure of Jacob to obtain a wife of the children of

Laban.
1.

LA

28:1-9
Why not take a wife of “the daughters of Canaan?
Who was the mother of Jacob’s mother?
Who was the brother of Jacob’s mother?
What blessing was sent with Jacob by Isaac?

What act of spite and jealousy did Esau perform immediately
after the departure of Jacob?

5. At Bethel. 28:10-22

1.

2.
3.

What time of the year must it have been when Jacob started
his journey?

Where was the ladder located in tht; dream of Jacob?
Why were there angels on the ladder?
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What were some of the details of the wonderful promise God
made to Jacob in this dream?

How would all the families of the earth be blessed through
Jacob’s seed?

What thought filled the mind of Jacob when he awoke?
What is the meaning of “Bethel”?

What became significant about the stone pillow of Jacob?
What was the vow Jacob vowed to God? What were its pro-
visions?

Where did Jacob learn that a tenth belonged to God? Did he
keep his promise?

6. In Haran. 29:1-31:21

The incident of the watering of the flocks in which Jacob meets Rachel.

29:1-12

N PN

How far from Beersheba to Haran?

How did Jacob get to Haran?

What word of description was given concerning the well in
Haran?

Why the stone at the mouth of the well?

What was strange about the coming of Rachel?

What was the meaning in the kissing of Rachel by Jacob?
How could Jacob say that he was a brother of Rachel’s father?

Jacob is welcomed by Laban and stays a month. 29:13-14

1.
2.

What were the “things” that Jacob told Laban?
Why were they so glad to see him?

The marriages of Jacob. 29:15-25

NN RN -

What was meant by the words of Laban regarding work?
What is meant by the statement “Leah’s eyes were tender”?
What made the seven years of work seem like a few days?
How would it have been possible for Laban to so trick Jacob?
What lame excuse did Laban give for his action?

What was “the week” spoken of in verse 27?

Did he marry Rachel before or after the second seven years?
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The first children born. 29:31-35
1. What purpose was given as to the birth of child.en by Leah?
2. Give the names of the four sons and their meaning.

Trouble with Rachel. 30:1-8
1. Why did Rachel make her unreasonable request of Jacob?
2. How did Rachel hope to have children th.ough her hand-
maid?
3. What two sons were born and what is the meaning of their
names ?

Leah gives her handmaid through whom sons are born. 30:9-13
1. Why did Leah reciprocate in this way?
2. Who were the two sons who were born? How many does this
make?

The birth of Issachar through the sale of the mandrakes. 30:14-18
1. What are mandrakes?
2. Who was the mother of Reuben ?
3. What was the meaning of the name of the son who was born
of this unholy alliance?

The birth of Zebulon and Dinah. 30:19-21
1. What is a dowry? What did Zebulon have to do with it?
2. Why is there no word concerning the meaning of Dinah’s
name? |

The birth of Joseph. 30:22-24
1. Was Joseph’s birth also in answer to prayer like other sons
born of women who were barren?
2. What is prophetic about his name?

The desire to leave Haran. Wages paid. Jacob gains through treach-
ery. 30:25-43
1. Could Jacob have left sooner if he had wanted to? Why say:
“Send me away”?
2. What did Laban mean by saying that he had “divined” that
Jehovah had blessed him for Jacob’s sake?

3. What happened to all the odd colored sheep and goats that
were in Laban’s herd at the start of Jacob’s proposition?
Was it fair for Laban to accept Jacob’s offer?

Will the procedure that Jacob used then work today in a
flock of sheep or goats?
6. Was Jacob at all justified in his actions ?

Al
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The move from Haran back to Canaan. 31:1-21

; How did Jacob know that Laban was angry with him?

Z Do you believe that the words which Jacob spoke to his wives
5.
6.

1.
8.
9.
10.
11.

How did Laban hear of the deceit of Jacob?

What finally decided Jacob in his move?

concerning wages were true?

Was the divine element really in the speckled and ring-streaked
flock?

Did Jacob really dream the dream of which he spoke? If so,
what was its meaning?

Why say that he was “the God of Beth-el”?
What estimate of their father did the two daughters have?
How could Jacob leave and Laban not know of it?

What did Rachel take from her father’s tent?
What was the river they crossed?

7. At Mizpeh. 31:22-55

1.
2.

How long was it before Laban heard of Jacob’s departure?
How long did it take him to overtake Jacob?

3. How did God assist in the meeting of the two?

Why tell Jacob about the visit of God to him?

Do you believe Laban was sincere in his words concerning his
daughters and grandsons?

What one thing did Laban mention as being against Jacob?
What tragedy would have occurred if the gods had been found?
What deception did Rachel use to escape detection?

What is meant by the use of the word “chode” in verse 36?
Was Jacob as mistreated as he here stated? If not, why not?

What application did Jacob place upon the visit of God to
Laban?

Was the affection manifested by Laban sincere?

. What was the purpose of the covenant made between the two

men?

. Is the Mizpeh benediction as here given one of friendship

and trust?

. Why all the ceremony?
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8. At Mahanaim. 31:1-21
The meeting of the angels. 32:1-2

1.
2.

What is the meaning of the name of this place? Why?
Why did God send this company of angels?

Preparations made to meet his brother. 32:3-21

1.
2.
3.

4,

@

What message were the servants of Jacob to carry to Esau?
Why was Jacob so distressed over the coming of Esau?
What promise of Jehovah did Jacob bring before God in his
prayer?

What is meant by saying that he has now “become two com-
panies”?

Why bring up “the mother and the children”?

What promise that God had made of the future did Jacob
use for his present need?

How many “droves” altogether did Jacob send ahead to meet
his brother? Why do s0? (cf. vs. 20)

What mistake did Jacob make in all of this preparation to
meet Esau?

9. At Peniel. 32:22-33:16
The wrestling with an angel. 32:22-32

1.

@ N
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Why send all he had across the Jabbock?
Why did he stay on the side of the stream alone?

Do you believe Jacob knew that his assailant was an angel?
If not, who did he imagine him to be?

Why did the angel want to “prevail”?

Why touch him where he did?

Do you see any change in Jacob’s attitude here?
Why change his name?

Is this any example for prevailing prayer?

Why name the place Peniel?

What custom was started at this time?



100 SACRED HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

The actual meeting of the brothers. 33:1-16

Why the 400 men with Esau?

Why thus divide the children and the women?

How was it that the meeting was so different than Jacob an-
ticipated ?

What change of attitude is noted in Jacob’s words to Esau?
What “company” was Esau referring to in verse 8?

What is meant by the statement that Jacob made concerning
Esau in verse 10b?

What two generous offers did Esau make?

Why not accept them?

What is the place called “Seir” to which Esau went?

e W

LeeN

10. In Succoth. 33:17

1. What did Jacob do at this place?
2. Why call it Succoth?

11. At Shechem. 33:18-35:5
The purchase of the plot of ground. 33:18-20

1. Was it right for Jacob to thus purchase this field and settle
down here?
2. What nationality was Hamor?

The sin of Shechem, son of Hamor; the consequent treachery and
slaughter. 34:1-31

What lack of parental training did Dinah show?

What lack of God’s standards of morality did Shechem show?
Why say anything about the incident until the sons came?
Do you think that Shechem was offering restitution for his sin?
What is meant by the use of the word “soul” in verse 8?
Was it an answer of guile to make circumcision the only
difference between the two peoples?

What double gain did Shechem see in being circumcised ?
What relation to Dinah were Simon and Levi? Had she no
other full brothers?

What part did the other sons of Jacob have in this sin?
What one concern did Jacob see in all this terrible sin?

Did Shechem really deal with Dinah as with a harlot?

S
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God commands Jacob to go to Bethel. 31:1-5

- W

5.

Whence all the foreign gods?

What steps to preparation were made to go to Bethel? Why?
What did Jacob do with the foreign gods?

What is meant by “the terror of God” upon the cities?
What did Bethel mean to Jacob?

12. In Bethel. 35:6-15

1. What was the first act of Jacob upon arrival in Bethel?

LA

6.

Who died here?
Why tell Jacob a second time that his name was to be “Israel”?

What are the details of the renewed covenant?
What is a “drink offering”?

Why call the place Bethel?

13. At Bethlehem. 35:16-20

1.
2.

3.
4.

What place is Ephrath?

What encouragement did the mid-wife attempt to give to

Rachel?
Why name the son Ben-oni and Benjamin?

Can one go to the land of Palestine today and see the pillar
on Rachel’s tomb?

14. In Hebron. 35:21 to 45:28
The arrival in Hebron and the sin of Reuben. 35:21-22

1.
2.

What and where is the “tower of Eder”?

Did it make any difference to Jacob that his son had com-
mited adultery?

The sons of Jacob listed. 35:23-37

1.
2.

Why list the sons at this place?
Which son was the most important to world history?
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The death and burial of Isaac. 35:27-29

How long had Jacob been away from home?

The descendants of Esau. 36:1-43

How many princes had Jehovah promised Esau?

The story of Joseph. 37:1 to 45:28

This is a separate section and should be read carefully. There
are only two or three places connected with these chapters:
Beersheba, Goshen, Dothan.

15. At Beersheba. 46:1-7

1. What difference is noticed here in the way God referred to
Jacob?

2. Why fear to go down into Egypt?

3. How did God bring Jacob up again from Egypt?

4. What is the meaning of “Joseph shall put his hands on thy
eyes”?

5. What special provisions had Pharach made for their journey?

16. In Egypt. 46:8-50:6

All the events in the life of Joseph are to be considered under
this section.

17. At Hebron. 50:7-13

Describe briefly the burial ceremony of Jacob.
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THE SONS OF ISAAC
ESAU AND JACOB
Gen. 25:19-23; 27:27-29, 38-40
INTRODUCTION

1. The Messianic promise to Abraham was to be developed through the de-
scendants of Isaac (Gen. 17:18, 19). This necessitated posterity. But Rebekah

was aged and barren (Gen. 25:21).

2. A previous, parallel instance supplied a precedent for Isaac’s faith in God’s

promise.
ABRAHAM AND SARAH

(1) God had promised posterity
to Abraham (Gen. 12:3, 7; 15:2-5),
but Sarah was aged and barren (Gen.
16:1, 2; 18:14). Divine intervention
was therefore to be inferred from God’s
promise of posterity.

(2) In the absence of any prece-
dent, Abraham, at Sarah’s suggestion,
presumed (God would expect a proxy
birth to fulfill the promise (Gen. 16:
1-6; 21: 1-12).

But Jehovah rejected Ishmael, as
a proxy birth; he then reaffirmed the
promise, and intervened for the miracu-
lous birth of Isaac as the heir (Gen.
21:1-8; comp. Rom. 4:17-21; Heb. 11:
11).

(a) The blessing and the inheri-
tance was reserved for the lawful heir,
or Abraham (Gen. 15:38, 4; 25:5, 6).

Isaac AND REBEKAH

(1) God’s forecast pointed to pos-
terity of Isaac (Gen. 17:21; 24:60),
but Rebekah was aged and barren.
(Gen. 25:20, 21.) Divine intervention
was therefore to be inferred from God’s
promise of posterity.

(2) Isaac, with his own birth as a
precedent, trusted God to fulfill his
promise by direct intervention.

“So then Isaac entreated Jehovah,
in behalf of his wife, for she was bar-
ren, and Jehovah suffered himself to
be entreated by him, and Rebekah his
wife concetved. (Gen. 25:21, Rother-
ham Translation.)

(a) The blessing and the inheri-
tance was reserved for the lawful heir
of Isaac (Gen. 28: 4; Heb. 11:9).

I—THE CHARACTERISTICS OF ESAU AND JACOB

It will be noticed that they were opposites in many respects, and that their
peculiarities are handed down through their posterity. These facts enter vitally
into the divine preference of Jacob for the chosen one through whom the promise

of the Messiah was to be developed.

EsAvu

1. Esau means “hairy, rough,” re-
flecting his appearance at birth. “The
first came forth red, all over, as a man-
tle of hair” (Gen. 25:25, Rotherham
Trans.).

He is described as “a hairy man”
(Gen. 27:11; comp. v. 23).

JACOB

1. Jacob means “supplanter,” sug-
gestive of his characteristic nature, and
of the incident when he supplanted his
brother Esau. (Gen. 27:36).
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KEsAvu

2. “Esau was a skilful hunter, a
man of the field” (Gen. 25:27).

3. Esau is classed as a “profane
person” (Heb. 12:16).

4. Esau was worldly and carnal.
His lack of better qualities is suggested
in the following: “He did eat and
drink, and rose up, and went on his
way (Gen. 25:34).

A further evidence is seen in his
plan to murder his brother for stealing
his birthright. He merely postponed
the plan until after his father’s death.
A reconciliation was later effected be-
tween them (Gen. 27:41; Gen. 33).

5. Esau’s second name, “Edom,”
meaning “red,” is derived from the col-
or of the pottage, the price of the
birthright (Gen. 25:27-34; comp. Heb.
12:16, 17).

6. He encouraged his father’s fa-
voritism by supplying venison (Gen.
25:28; 27:24, 25).

JACOB

o2 “Jacob was a quiet man, dwell-
g n tents” (Gen. 25:27).

ol 8. Jacob was clever and resource-
ul.

(1) Esau said of Jacob, “Is not
he rightly named Jacob? for he hath
supplanted me these two times: he took
away my birthright; and, behold, nox
he hath taken away my blessing” (Gen.
27:36; comp. Hos. 12:38, 4).

(a) He schemed with his mother
to obtain the birthright (Gen. 27:5-17),
and deceived his father to receive the
“blessing” (Gen. 27:18-29).

(b) He outwitted Laban in divid-
ing the flock (Gen. 80:25-43).

4. Jacob was a man of unwaver-
ing faith until his death (Gen. 48:15,
16; comp. Heb. 11:21).

5. Jacob’s name was changed to
“Israel,” meaning “striving with God.”
The name was given him by the angel
with whom he wrestled (Gen. 32:22-
32; 85:10).

6. Jacob was favored by his moth-
er (Gen. 25:28).

II—THE FUTURE OF THE TWINS AND THEIR POSTERITY
1. The prenatal forecast to Rachel, when “she went to enquire of Jehovah”

(Gen. 25:22-24).

(1) Twins were to be born, and the descendants of each were to become a

nation.

(2) The younger one would be pre-eminent,
(8) The elder would serve the younger.

2. Jehovah’s selection of Jacob instead of Esau, the firstborn.
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(1) As the first born, Esau would have inherited a double portion (Deut.
21:15), and authority over the household after the death of his father.' .

(2) God had decreed the choice of Jacob on his merits, before his buj,h.

(a) It was so announced to Rachel: “The elder shall serve the younger” (Gen.

25:23).
10-13).

Paul so interprets this, according to “the purpose of God” (Rom. 9:
Note: “Hate,” from Greek miseo, means “to love less.”

(8) The divine purpose was doubtless revealed to Jacob by his mother. In
his desire to make it more certain, he forced Esau to surrender his birthright (Gen.

25:29-31).

In Esau’s intense hunger, he reasoned that he might better live without the

birthright, than to die with it (Gen. 25:30-34).

According to Paul, Esau tried

in vain to recover his loss (Heb. 12:16, 17; comp. Gen. 27:34-36).

3. Jacob’s paternal blessing, and its forecasts (comp. Heb. 11:20).

(1) By scheming with his mother, he deceived Isaac, and thus obtained the
blessing belonging to the firstborn (Gen. 25:5-17; 18-27).

(2) Jacob’s predictive blessing and its fulfillments (Gen. 17:27, 29).

FoORECAST

(a) To be prospered materially
(Gen. 27:28). “And God give thee of
the dew of heaven, and of the fatness
of the earth, and plenty of grain and
new wine.”

(b) Jacob’s sovereign preemi-
nence (Gen. 25:29). “Let peoples
serve thee, and mations bow down to
thee.”

“Isaac answered and said unto
Fisau, Bchold, 1 have made him thy
lord, and all his brethren have I given

FULFILLMENT

(a) Jacob accumulated posses-
sions of wealth (Gen. 30:43).

“And the man increased exceed-
mgly, and had large flocks, and maid-
servants and men-servants, and camels
and asses” (comp. Gen. 31:9-21).

His descendants inherited the land
of Canaan (Deut. 8:7-10; 33:28). :

“7. For Jehovah thy God bringeth
thee into a good land, a land of brooks
and water, of fountains and springs,
flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8.
a land of wheat and barley, of vines
and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive-trees and honey; 9. a land
wherein thou shalt eat bread without
scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything
in it; a land whose stones are iron, and
out of whose hills thou mayest dig cop-
per. 10. Thou shalt eat and be full,
and thou shalt bless Jehovah thy God
for the good land which he hath given
thee.”

(b) This was fulfilled in the con-
quering of the seven nations of Canaan
by Joshua, David, and Solomon.

Stephen refers to the “T'abernacle
of the testimony . . . which also our
fathers, in their turn, brought in with
Joshua when they entered on the pos-
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to him for servants; and with grain and
new wine have I sustained him” (27:
87).

(c) Let thy mothers sons bow
down to thee; Cursed be everyone that
curseth thee, and blessed be everyome
that blesseth thee” (verse 29).

session of the nations, that God thrust
out before the face of our fathers, unto
the days of David (Acts 7:44, 45).

Jacob was also spiritually pre-
eminent. The Christ came through
Jacob, and through Him the nations
were subjected (comp. Isa. 60:1-6; 62:
1, 2).

(¢) This was fulfilled in their de-
scendants. David conquered the Edo-
mites, “and all the Edomites became
servants to Dauvid” (2 Sam. 8:14).

Under Jehoram, they recovered
their liberty and thus fulfilled a pre-
diction concerning Esau’s posterity (2
Kings 8:20).

4. Esau’s paternal blessing and its forecast.

(1) Esau was absent when Jacob deceived his father; he recalled the first
wrong when the second was perpetrated (Gen. 27:30-36).

(2) Isaac reaffirmed the blessing to Jacob, before pronouncing a secondary

one for Esau (Gen. 27:37, 38).

(8) The predictive blessing and its fulfillment.

Esau’s FORECAST
(Gen. 27:39, 40)

(a) According to the prean-
nouncement to his mother, he was to
become a nation (25:28). “Two na-
tions are in thy womb, and two peoples
shall be separated from thy bowels.”

(b) He was to be materially pros-
pered. v. 39, “Behold, of the fatness
of the earth shall be thy dwelling. And
the dew of the heaven from above.”

(¢) He was to live by conquest
(27:40). “And by thy sword shalt

thou live.”

FULFILLMENT

(a) The Edomite nation sprang
from Esau (Gen. 86:1, 8, 9, 43). V.
9, “These are the generations of Esau
the father of the Edomites in Mount
Seir.” v. 48, “This is Esau, the father
of the Kdomites.”

(b) Esau became a man of large
“possessions, which he gathered in the
land of Canaan” (Gen. 36:6). v. 7,
“For their substance was too great for
them to dwell together; and the land of
their sojournings could not bear them
because of their cattle. 8. And KEsau
dwelt in Mount Seirr : Esau is Edom.”

Their fields and vineyards are
spoken of in Num. 20:17.

(c) They subdued the Horites
with the sword, and possessed their ter-
ritory (Deut. 2:12, 22).

12, “The Horites also dwelt in
Seir aforetime, but the children of Esau
succeeded them; and they destroyed
them before them, and dwelt in their
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Esau’s FORECAST

(d) They were to be servants of
the descendants of Jacob (27:40).
“And thou shalt serve thy brother.”

(27:29) “And let thy mother’s sons
bow down to thee.”

(e) The descendants of Esau
were to throw off the yoke of servi-
tude. V. 40. “And it shall come to
pass, when thou shalt break loose, that
thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy
neck.”

FULFILLMENT

stead; as Israel did unto the land of his
possessions, which Jehovah gave unto
them.”

22, “ ... as he did for the chil-
dren of Esau that dwelt in Seir, when
he destroyed the Horites from before
them; and they succeeded them, and
dwelt in their stead.”

Mount Seir was therefore later
known as “the mount of Esau” (Oba-
diah 8, 9, 19, 21).

They carried on war with Judah
(2 Chron. 28:17,18). While the Phil-
istines invaded the cities of the low-
land, the Edomites invaded Judah. v.
17, “For again the Edomites had come
and smitten Judah, and carried away
captives.”

(a) This was fulfilled in David
(2 Sam. 8:14). “And all the Edomites
became servants to Dauvid.”

{e) 'This was fulfilled under Jor-
am, king of Judah (2 Kings 8:20).

“In his days Edom revolted under
the hand of Judah, and made a king
over themselves.”

However, under Amaziah they
were again conquered. His son, Az-
ariah took from the Edomites Elath,
and rebuilt it and restored it to Judah
(2 Kings 14:7, 22; 2 Chron. 25:11, 12).

As already mentioned under the
blessing of Jacob, they were again set
free under Ahaz, and they again trou-
bled Judah (2 Chron. 28:16, 17).

They maintained their independ-
ence until they were subdued by Judas
Maccabaeus; according to 2-Mace. 10:
17, 23; 1 Macc. 5;65, he captured He-
bron from them and laid waste the
surrounding towns.

They lost their national identity
when John Hyracanus subdued them,
and compelled them to submit to the
Jewish religion (Ant. XIII. 9, 1).
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III—PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF JACOB AND ESAU AFTER THE
PATERNAL BLESSING

1. Esau determined to slay Jacob, because he had defrauded him in the birth-
right and parental blessing (Gen. 27:41).

(1) Rebekah learned of the threat, and sent Jacob to Haran, to stay with
her brother Laban, under the pretext of seeking a wife (Gen. 27:41-46).

2. As Jacob journeyed toward Haran, he stopped over night at Bethel, where
he saw the vision of the ladder connecting earth and heaven (Gen. 28:10-22).

8. Near Haran, he met Rachel, watering her father’s flock (29:1-12).

4. He proceeded with her to the home, where he met his uncle Laban. He
contracted with Laban for Rachel as reward for seven years of*work. When the
time expired, he was given Leah. He then worked seven years longer and obtained
Rachel (29:13-30).

5. He then served six years longer for an interest in the flocks, and he out-
witted Laban in the distribution of them (80:37 to 81:10, 38, 41).

6. On account of the envy of Laban and his sons over Jacob’s prosperity, he
decided to flee for Canaan. An angel so directed him in a dream (81:11-21).

(1) While pasturing the flock about three days journey from Haran (30:36;
81:22), on the Euphrates river, he sent for his two wives, eleven sons and daughter,
and possessions. On their arrival he crossed the river and fled toward Canaan
(81:21).

(a) He was overtaken by Laban, but their differences were adjusted in a
friendly covenant (81:22-55).

(2) As he approached near Mount Seir, he sent messengers of good-will,
with presents for Esau (82:1:21), from whom he obtained full forgiveness. On
parting, Esau went back to Mount Seir, and Jacob went to Canaan (33:1-18).

(8) It was on this flight, at Peniel, that he wrestled with the angel (82:22-32;
33:20; Hos. 12:4).

(4) He sojourned to Shechem, where he bought a parcel of ground (33
18-20).

(a) It was here that his daughter Dinah was ill-treated by the chief’s son, and
the deed was avenged by Simeon and Levi (comp. 49:5, 6). Jacob deplored the
act but later recognized the conquest and ownership of the town, and the subse-
quent ownership by the tribe (48:22; comp. 37:12).

(5) From Shechem he removed to Bethel. Here God appeared to him on
his journey to Padan-aram (28:10-22), and here he appeared to him again as he
returned (85:9-15). The change of his name was emphasized, and the blessing
of the Abrahamic covenant was deﬁmtely assured him.

(6) As he drew near to Bethlehem on his way toward Hebron, Benjamin,
his twelfth son was born, and Rachel died (38:9-20).

(7) Isaac died soon after the arrival of Jacob at Mamri, and he was buried
by Jacob and Esau (85:27-29).

7. Jacob apparently dwelt at Mamri the next twenty-three years, for he was
at Hebron about ten years after his return from Haran (87:14; comp. v. 2).
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8. He was presumably at Mamri when he was summoned to Egypt (46:1-7).

(1) He was 130 years old when he arrived in Egypt (47:9).

(2) In his dying hour, he blessed his twelve sons and the two adopted sons—
the sons of Joseph (Gen. 49:1-27; comp. Heb. 11:21). He died at the age of 147.

9. Before his death he requested that he be buried at Machpelah, where Abra-
ham and Isaac were buried (25:9; 85:27-29; 49:28-33; 50:1-14; Heb. 11:21; Acts
7:15).

Jacob’s children and grand-children, and servants and elders of Pharaoh’s house
took the body of Jacob to Machpelah and buried it (50:4-14).

CONCLUSION

1. The two blessings are the forecast of two great nations, and their part in the
divine plan.

2. Jehovah had already expressed his intention of adopting the younger of
the twins. The stealing of the blessing and birthright was a human weakness, a
fear that God might not fulfill his plan.

3. The remarkable accuracy of every prediction indicates the divine hand in
human affairs.
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THE EDOMITES

(Gen. 36:17-19, 43)

The prediction that God would make of Ishmael “a great nation” (Gen. 21:
13, 18), was fulfilled when Basemath and Mahalath, the daughters of Ishmael,
married Esau. The law of hereditary tendencies was never better illustrated than
in the descendants of Ishmael and Esau. They were both worldly and revengeful,
as were also their descendants. The comment under ‘“Ishmael,” and the one under
““The Sons of Isaac,” should be carefully studied in connection with this subject.

I—THE EDOMITES WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF
ISHMAEL AND ESAU

1. Predictions concerning the descendants of Ishmael were fulfilled in the
Edomites.

(1) In reference to Ishmael’s posterity, God said, “He shall be as a wild ass
among men; his hand shall be against every man, and every man’s hand shall be
against him” (Gen. 16:12).

~ (2) The nation through him was to be numerous. “I have blessed him, and
will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly (Gen. 17:20).

2. From Esau the Edomites inherited a worldly and carnal nature (Gen.

25:30; 86: 1, 8, 19), and from him they derived their name.

II—-THE LAND OF THE EDOMITES

1. Their land was formally called “Seir,” meaning “rugged,” a part of which
was captured from the Horites (Deut. 2:22). See also Gen. 32:3; 36:21; Num.
21:4). Seir thus became known as “the mount of Esau” (Obadiah 8, 9, 19, 21).
In the New Testament this land is called “Idumaea” (Mark 3:8).

2. Their territory bordered on Moab on the north, the Arabian Desert on the
east, the land of Midian on the south, and extended west to the ravine connecting
the Dead Sea with the eastern wing of the Red Sea (comp. Deut. 2:8, 9; Num.
20:22,23; 34:1-4; Josh. 15:1, 21; 2 Chron. 8:17).

3. The prediction concerning Ishmael, “And he shall dwell over against all
his brethren’ (Gen. 16:12), is literally fulfilled in the Edomites; they joined the
land of Israel below the Dead Sea (Num. 34:1-4; Josh. 15:21).

III—HISTORIC REASONS FOR EDOM’S DECLINE

1. The spirit of vengeance.

(1) Esau’s determined vengeance against Jacob, for defrauding him of the
parental blessing, appears to have been continuous until the time of Herod the
Great, who was “an Idumaean on his father’s side, and an Arabian on his mother’s”
(Jos. Ant. XIV. VII. 38).

(2) The earliest recorded vengeance is seen in their refusal to allow the Israel-
ites to pass through their territory (Num. 20:14-21; Judg. 11-17; 2 Chron. 20:
10,11).

The Israelites therefore went around Edom (Num. 20:22,23; 21:4-33;
Judg. 1:17, 18; comp. Judg. 5:4).
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(3) Obadiah 10 cites the vengeance against Jacob, as the primary cause of
the fall of Edom. “For the violence done to thy brother Jacob, shame shall cover
thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.”

iracy against Israel (Psa. 83:4-9).

é:)) '(lz‘(l)lzossrpjoin.‘ed tghe Moabites, Ammonites, )the king of Zobah, and the Phil-
istines, in conflict against Saul (1 Sam. 14:47).

(5) Vengeance done to Judah (Joel 3:19; Ezek. 25:12-14).

(6) “T'he pride of thy heart hath deceived thee” (Jer. 49:16).

1IV—THE FALL OF THE EDOMITE NATION

1. They were completely subdued by David (2 Sam. 8:13, 14; 1 Chron. 18:
11-13; 1 Kings 11: 14-16; Psa. 187:7; comp. Ezek. 25:12-14). They never fully

recovered.
2. Nebuchadnezzar subdued them 610-600 B.C. Jer. 27:3; comp. vs. 1-11).

3. Israel’s ultimate possession of Edom is foretold (Num. 24:18; Psa. 60:
8 ,9; 83:6; Ezek. 82:29; Isa. 11: 14; Amos 9:11, 12; Ezek. 25:12-14).

4. The fall of Edom is predicted in detail (Jer. 49:7-22).

“Of Edom, thus saith Jehovah of Hosts”:

(1) v. 8. “I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I shall
visit him.”

(2) v. 10. “his seed shall be destroyed.”

(3) v. 12. “thou shalt not go unpunished.”

(4) v. 13. “Bozrah shall become an astonishment, a reproach, a waste, and a
curse; and all cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes.” (NoTE: Bozrah is a city
within the land of Edom).

(5) v.14. God saw fit to permit the fall. “I have heard tidings from Jehovah,
and an ambassador is sent among the nations,saying, Gather yourselves together,
and come against her, and rise up to the battle” See also v. 15, 16).

(6) v. 16. “though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will
bring thee down from thence, saith Jehovah.”

(7) v. 17. “And Edom shall become an astonishment; every one that passeth
by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof.”

(8) v. 18. The fall likened to that of Sodom and Gomorrah. “As in the over-
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith Jehovah, no
man shall dwell there, neither shall any son of man sojourn therein.”

(9) v.20. “he shall make their habitation desolate over them.”

(10) v. 21. “The carth trembleth at the noise of the fall; there is a cry, the
noise whereof is heard in the Red Sea.”

(11) v. 22. “the heart of the mighty men of Edom at that day shall be as
the heart of a woman in her pangs.”

5. Edom is never to be permanently restored (Mal. 1:1-4).

6. The remnants of the Edomite nation exist in the Arabians and kindred.
Herod the Great is the climax of the nation.

7. Wherever the descendants are found, the spirit of Esau is recognized. The

history of the K.domites stands as a silent witness to the accuracy of relative pre-
dictions.
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THE MIDIANITES

The Midianites were the descendants of Midian, the son of Abraham and
Keturah, and are therefore closely related to the Hebrews. Their history is much
shorter than that of the Edomites, Moabites, or Ammonites, but it is eventful
and closely connected with Hebrew history. In the study of the book of Judges
a knowledge of the Midianites is exceedingly helpful. Their location is briefly
described in Judges 7:1.

I—HISTORIC ACCOUNT OF THE MIDIANITES

1. They were the descendants of Midian, the son of Abraham and Keturah
(Gen. 25:1, 2, 4; 1 Chron. 1:32).

2. Our first definite knowledge of them is when Joseph was sold to Midianite
merchants (Gen. 87:25-36). |

8. Our first knowledge of them as a distinct nation was when Moses fled to
Midian (Exo. 2:15).

4. Zipporah, the wife of Moses, and Jethro, his father-in-law, were Midianites
(Exo. 2:19-21).

5. In Numbers 22, 25, and 31, we learn of early conflicts between them and
the Hebrews.

6. They arose to power sufficient to reduce Israel to servitude (Judg. 6:1).

7. When Deborah delivered Israel from the Midianite servitude, in the cam-
paign under Gideon, their prominence reached its height, and with this event they
also passed out of sight in history.

Ephraim captured Oreb and Zeeb, princes of Midian, and put them to death
(See Judg. 7:25; 8:3; Psa. 83:9-11; 1 Chron. 1:32-33; 46; Isa. 10:26; 20:6; Heb.
3:7).

II—SPECIAL REASONS WHY THEY CONCERN US

1. They are related to the Hebrews, but like the Edomites, Moabites, and
Ammonites, were enemies of them, particularly in their later history.

2. The account of Hebrewtriumphswould be incomplete without a knowledge
of the conflicts with the Midianites.

3. Their connection with Moses through Zipporah, his wife, creates interest in
them as a people.

4. They supply an excellent demonstration of the fact that the plans of God
cannot be overthrown by military power. The nation met destruction while fight-
ing against God’s people.

5. The descendants of Midian are to be responsive to the Gospel (Isa. 60:6).
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THE AMMONITES

(Gen. 19:38)

The Ammonites descended from Ben-Ami, who was a son of L9t by hjs young-
er daughter (Gen. 19:38). In their origin, they parallel the.Moabltes., with a sim-
ilar record following. They are inseparably connected with the history of the
Hebrews ,with whom they were related.
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I—LOCATION OF THE AMMONITES

1. The Ammonites were located north and east of Moab, and east of the tribe
of Reuben. Their land extended from the Arnon river to the J abbok, east of the
Jordan (Num. 21:13, 24; Josh. 12:2; 13:10, 25; Deut. 3:16).

2. Their chief city was Rabbath-Ammon which contained the gigantic bed-
stead of Og, king of Bashan (Deut. 3:11).

II—HISTORIC ACCOUNT OF THE AMMONITES

1. The original inhabitants of the country were giants (Deut. 2:19, 20, 37).

2. The Ammonites, like their kindred, the Moabites, on account of their hostile
attitude toward Israel, were prohibited from entering “into the assembly of Jehovah
for ever” (Deut. 23:3, 4).

3. Their chief national god was Chemosh (Judg. 11:24).

4. Their hostility toward the Hebrews was the chief reason given for their
final destruction. '

(1) They joined Eglon and Amalek and smote Israel, and captured Jericho,
“the city of palm-trees” (Judg. 8:12, 13). Israel later served Ammon eighteen
years (Judg. 10:8). They were defeated by Jephthah at Gilead (Judg. 10:6-18;
11:1-33; comp. Amos 1:13). _

(2) They besieged Jabesh-Gilead when Nahash their king threatened its in-
habitants with a severe penalty, but they were overpowered by Saul (1 Sam. 11:
1-11; 12:12; 14:47).

(8) Silver and gold taken from them in battle, were presented by Joram to
David, who dedicated it to Jehovah (2 Sam. 8:9-12).

(4) They joined with the Edomites and Moabites and attacked Jehoshaphat,
but they were utterly defeated and destroyed by each other (2 Chron. 20:1-30).

(5) “Zabad, the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, conspired with Jehozabad,
the son of Shimrith the Moabites,” against Joash, king of Judah, and slew him
(2 Chron. 24:26. B. C. 839).

(6) Jotham reduced them to tribute (2 Chron. 27:5. B. C. 758).

(7) The Ammonites dssisted in the invasion of Judah, in the days of Jehoia-
kim (B. C. 610-599).

(8) Tobiah, an Ammonite, along with Sanballat the Horonite, mocked, re-
viled, and in different ways attempted to prevent Nehemiah from rebuilding the
wall of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:10, 19; 4:8, 7. B. C. 445).

(9) David mentions them poetically, along with Amalek, as enemies of Israel
(Psa. 83:7).
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(10) They brought the law of Moses into contempt, by intermarrying with
the Hebrews (Neh. 18:1, 23).

5. They produced some illustrious characters, and performed many commend-
able deeds.

(1) Zelek, an Ammonite, was one of David’s thirty valiant men (2 Sam. 238:37;
1 Chron. 11:39).

(2) We are told that Solomon loved many wives among them (1 Kings 11:1,
5, 7, 33). His wife who was the mother of Rehoboam, was an Ammonitess (1
Kings 14:21, 31; 2 Chron. 12:13).

(3) We are told that they gave gifts to Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:8. B. C. 758).

6. As a consequence of their persistent opposition to Israel, their destruction
was definitely announced to them (Fzek. 25:2-10).

(1) Amos cites deeds of cruelty as a reason (Amos 1:13-15).

(2) Their king Baalis sent Ishmael, son of Nethaniah; to slay Gedaliah, son
of Ahikam (Jer. 40:13-16; comp. 41:15).

(8) Their destruction is definitely connected with their reviling of Judah, and
the magnifying of themselves against Jehovah (Zeph. 2:8-11. B. C. 630).

(4) They are prophetically threatened with *““‘the cup of the wine of wrath”
(Jer. 25:21).

(5) Israel was not to profit by the possession of their land, because it was
given to Lot for a possession (Deut. 2:16-19).

(6) Their final subjugation was to be by the hand of Israel (Isa.11:18; comp.
Ezek. 25:4, 5). '

(7) They were to escape the invasion by Antiochus Epiphanes (Dan. 11:41).

(8) Although there would be remnants of them in other nations, their na-
tional identity was to end for ever (Kzek. 21:32: 25:7, 10). After the second cen-
tury of the Christian era they entirely disappear from history.

7. The only restoration spoken of for them, is in reference to their acceptance
of the Gospel, as individuals (Jer. 49:6; Isa. 11:11-14; Zeph. 2:9).

CONCLUSION

1. The history of the Ammonites confirms the statement of Paul, “whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” The iniquity of their origin follows them
to their end as a nation.

2. Their fall was primarily accredited to their hostility toward God’s chosen
people.
3. Every prediction concerning them has been fulfilled. Space forbids our

discussion of the devastation of their land after their fall. But history records every
destruction predicted for them.

4. Whatever remnants may have been left of them, may have free access to
the Gospel of Christ. This is God’s only approach toward them or any other
nation.
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THE MOABITES
(Gen. 19:36, 37)

The Moabites descended from Moab, the son of Lot and his older daughter
(Gen. 19:36, 37). Their evil origin seems to have been an important factor from
their origin until their destiny. They fully illustrate the proverbial utterance of
Jesus, “the corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit” (Matt. 7:17). Like the Ammon-
ites and Edomites, they were perpetual enemies of the Hebrews, on account of
which they finally lost their national existence. Their history is so close connected
with that of the Hebrews that it becomes a matter of deep interest to the Bible

student.
I—LLOCATION OF THE MOABITES

1. They were east of the Jordan. Joshua refers to “the plains of Moab, be-
yond the Jordan, eastward” (Josh. 13:82; comp. Num. 22:1; 26:3, 63; 31:12; 33:
48; 36:13; Deut. 1:5).

2. They were east of the Dead Sea, with the river Arnon as the boundary line
between them and the Amorites on the north (Num. 21:10-15); their territory
included Mount Nebo (Deut. 82:49); they joined the Edomites on the south
(Deut. 2:8, 9; Num. 20:22, 23).

IT—HISTORIC ACCOUNT OF THE MOABITES

1. Their perpetual enmity toward Israel is presented as the chief cause of their

decline and fall.

(1) When Moses and the Children of Israel left Egypt, they were refused
passage through Moab (2 Chron. 20:10, 11; Judg. 11:12-18).

(2) They hired Balaam to curse the Israelites (Num. 22:1-20; 23:3,4).

(8) They led Israel into sin (Num. 25:1).

(4) They made war against Saul (1 Sam. 14:47), and later against David
(2 Sam. 8:2; comp. 1 Chron. 18:1, 2).

(5) At one time, David sought refuge among them (1 Sam. 22:3-5).

(6) They rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab (2 Kings 1:1, under
Jehoram, 2 Kings 8:4-27).

(7) At the time of the Judges, God permitted them to chastise Israel because
of sin (Judg. 3:12).

(a) Israel served Moab eighteen years before delivery (Judg. 3:24-30).

(8) They joined the Philistines to fight against Israel (1 Sam. 12:9).

(9) They joined with the Ammonites in battle against Jehoshaphat(2 Chron.
20:1).

(10) Bands of them invaded the land of Israel for the purpose of destroying
the crops (2 Kings 18:20).

(11) After the return from Babylon, Sanballat, a native of Horonaim, a town
in Moab, was the chief opponent to the rebuilding of the temple (Neh. 2:19; 4:1, 2).

(12) After the restoration from exile, it was discovered that they had involved
the Hebrews by intermarriage (Neh. 13:23). )

(18)They were subdued by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 27:8).

(14) They were delivered out of the hand of Antiochus (Dan. 11:41).
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III—-THE DECLINE AND FALL OF MOAB

1. The doom of the Moabites is first hinted in Num. 21:20-30. A later state-
ment is more emphatic (Num. 24:17; comp. Psa. 60:8).

2. Jehovah’s punishment for their sins is revealed (Amos 2:1-3; Jer. 9:25, 26).

(1) Their punishment is figured by their being made to drink of the “cup
of the wine of wrath” (Jer. 25:15-29).

3. Jeremiah attributes their fall to the following causes (Jer. 48) :
(1) “Because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures” (v. 7).

(2) Ease and greed. “Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and hath set-
tled on his lees, and hath mot been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he
gone into captivity; therefore his taste remaineth in him, and his scent is not
changed” (v. 11).

(8) Boastfulness. “How say ye, We are mighty men, and valiant men for the
war? Moab is laid waste, and they are gone up into his citics, and his chosen young
men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the King, whose name is Jehovah of
hosts” (vs. 14, 15).

(4) Because they trusted in the god Chemosh. “And Moab shall be ashamed
of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence” (v. 13).
“He magnificd himself against Jehovah” (v. 26). “Moab shall be destroyed from
being a people, because he hath magnified himself against Jehovah” (v. 42).

4. The fall of Moab is distinctly predicted (Isa. 15:16; 25:10; Jer. 48; 25:
8-11).

(1) The opposition to Israel is given as the chief cause of decline (Psa. 83:6;
108:9).

(2) The fall of Moab was to be at the hands of Israel (Isa. 11:14).

(8) The land of Moab, like that of EEdom, was to be made desolate (Zeph.
2:8-11).

IV—SPECIAL REASONS WHY THEY CONCERN US TODAY

1. Ruth, who is mentioned in the genealogy of Christ, was a Moabitess (Matt.
1:5; Ruth 1:1-4; 2:1).

2. We are concerned about the Arabians, who are their descendants, and who
still manifest an intolerant spirit.

3. They are inseparable fram Hebrew history.

4. We are concerned because their descendants are subjects for the Gospel of

Christ.

Jeremiah foresaw the redemption of descendants of Moabites, through the
Gospel, “in the latter days,”—i.e., the end of the Jewish age. Many of them were
numbered among the early Christians.
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REVELATION OF THE FUTURE OF THE SONS OF JACOB

(Heb. 11:21)

Jacob, 1689 B.C. Moses, 1451 B.C.
in Egypt in Moab
(Gen. 49:1-27) (Deut. 33:1-29)
INTRODUCTION

1. Each prophetic account is a farewell “blessing” from an earthly head of
the race—Jacob as a father, and Moses as a lawgiver (Gen. 48:21; Heb. 11:21;
Deut. 33:1). The divine purpose and plan, which begins with personal charac-
teristics, is definitely revealed in historic developments. The “great nation” prom-
ised to Abraham (Gen. 12:2), through Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 17:21; 28:1-4), is
here prophetically perfected through the sons of Jacob (Gen. 50.24; Exo. 19:4-6;
Deut. 34:4).

The account by Moses is primarily an emphatic repetition of Jacob’s predic-
tions, in keeping with the purpose of the book of Deuteronomy in which it is rec-
orded. It naturally falls into three divisions: (a) An introduction (vs. 1-5); (b)
a benediction for each tribe (vs. 6-25); (c) a conclusion (vs. 26-29).

2. The predictions are clothed in figurative and poetic forms, but their re-
markable definiteness readily suggests the interpretative history. Thus, “we have
the word of prophecy made more sure” (2 Pet. 1:19).

3. Jacob had a two-fold inheritance to bequeath—a temporal, or land in Can-
aan (Gen. 28:1-4) ; and a spiritual, or the promise of the Messiah through him.

(1) The temporary legacy was divisible, and was therefore apportioned to
his twelve sons, and to his grandsons, Ephraim and Manasseh (Gen. 48:15, 16, 4).

(2) The spiritual estate referred to Christ, and was therefore indivisible, and
limited to one heir. Here we have the explanation of the “pre-eminence” of Judah
(comp. 1 Chron. 5:1, 2; Psa. 78:67, 68).

4. In the most commonly used English versions, the meaning of the Hebrew
text is sometimes partially obscured for the sake of smoothness. The Rotherham
Emphasized translation is unquestionably the most accurate English translation,
and it 1s therefore given the preference throughout this chapter, under the heading
of “Prophecy.” Under the heading of “Fulfillment,” certain relevant information
is interspersed, as an aid to the understanding.

I—REeUBEN (Gen. 49:3, 4; Deut. 33:6).

PropPHECY FuLFILLMENT
(Gen.49:3, 4) 1. The name Reuben means “Be-
Reuben, my first-born thou, hold a son,” and was chosen for him

My vigor, and the first-fruit of my as the first-born son of Jacob and L.eah
strength,— (Gen. 29:32; 35:23; 1 Chron. 5:1).
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Pre-eminence of elevation, and pre-em-
inence of power.

4. Boiling over like water, thou mayest
not have the pre-eminence,

Because thou didst mount the bed of
thy father,—

Then wast thou profane—My mar-
riage-bed he mounted.

FULFILLMENT

2. As “the first-born” son, his
birth-right included the following:

(1) “A double portion of all that
he (Jacob) hath” (Deut. 21:17).

(2) The prerogative of authority
over the household after the death of
Jacob.

(3) The office of intercessor, and
sacrificer, as head of the family.

8. In the patriarchal age it was
the prerogative of the father to con-
vey the birth-right from the first-born
to a younger child (comp. Gen. 25:
81, 32). But after it was definitely
fixed by the statute of Moses, it was
confined to the first-born (see Deut.
21:15-17). Typically, this referred to
Christ (Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:18).

4. The reasons for Reuben’s loss
of “pre-eminence”:

(1) An ungovernable temper (v.
4).

(2) Immoral conduct. He com-
mitted adultery with Bilhah, Jacob’s
concubine (Gen. 85:22; 1 Chron. 5:1).

5. History supplies the following
fulfillments:

(1) God transferred the birth-
right to Ephraim and Manasseh, the
sons of Joseph (Gen. 48:5), and the
priesthood to Levi (Num. 3:12, 13; 8:
8, 15, 16).

1 Chron. 5:1 says: “He was the
first-born but because he defiled the
couch of his father, his birth-right was
given to the sons of Joseph, son of Is-
rael,—and he is not to be enrolled in
the place of the first-born.”

(2) Reuben’s posterity never be-
came pre-eminent in number; at the
first census in the wilderness, Reuben
was not so numerous by one-third, as
Judah, Joseph, or Dan (Num. 1:21;
comp. vs. 27, 33, 85, 39). Judah ulti-
mately became pre-eminent in power—
“Judah is my sceptre” (Psa. 60:7).
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(Deut. 38:6)
Let Reuben live and not die,—

Nor his men be easily counted.

American R. V. says,
“Nor let his men be few.”

(83) Reuben’s posterity never pro-
duced either a judge, a prophet, or a
ruler.

(4) Reuben was among the first
to be carried away into the Babylonian
captivity (1 Chron. 5:26).

6. Reuben once saved the life of
Joseph, which may be included in the
reason why the justice of death was
withheld (Gen. 37:18-22).

The harmony of Deut. 83:6 with
Gen. 49:4, would indicate that Moses
spoke in terms of warning.

At the first census, Reuben’s army
numbered 46,500 men (Num. 1:20, 21;
comp. Lev. 21:10-12).

IT—SimeoN AND LEvVI (Gen. 49:5-7; Deut. 88:2-11).

(Gen. 49:5-11)
Simeon and Levi are brethren,—
Instruments of violence are their agree-
ments:

6. Into their circle do mot thou enter
my soul:

Into their convocation do not thou join
mine honor!

For in their anger they slew brave men,

And in their wantonness they ham-
strung oxen.

7. Cursed be their anger, because fierce,

And their wrath, because cruel.

1. Simeon means “hearing,” and
Levi means “joined” (comp. Gen. 29:
33, 34). They were “brethren” in deeds
of cruelty.

(1) They were united in the slay-
ing of King Hamor, and the helpless
Shechemites (Gen. 84:22-31). Jacob
disavows any foreknowledge of their
cruelties. He here leaves us to deter-
mine the specific incident from other
sources.

2. Their anger was occasioned by
the seduction of Dinah, their sister, by
Shechem, son of King Hamor (Gen.
34:1-5, 27). They slew the male in-
habitants, and plundered the city.

The account in Gen. 34 does not
state what they did with the cattle; but
Jacob speaks from positive knowledge
when he says, “they ham-strung cattle.”
He charges the unfortunate affair to
an ungovernable temper, and cruelty.
The seriousness of the incident caused
Jacob to remove to Bethel (Gen. 34:
80, 31; 85:1-6).
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(7) I dvvide them in Jacob,
And I disperse them in Israel.

(Deut. 33:8-11)

And of Levi he said:

Let thy PErFeECTION and thy LicHTS
belong unto thy men of Lovine
KinoNEss—whom thou didst put
for the proof at Massah.

With whom thou didst contend over
the waters at Meribah;

9. Who saith of his father and of his
mother, I behold them not.

And his own brethren regardeth he not,

And his own sons observeth he mnot,

Because they watch thy speech,.

That thy covenant they may preserve.

10. May teach thy regulations wunto
Jacob,

And thy law unto Israel—

May put incense in thy nostrils,

And a whole-offering upon thine altar.

FULFILLMENT

8. They were literally dispersed
among the tribes, and separated from
among themselves.

(1) In the dividing of the land,
the Simeonites were given a small por-
tion of the land allotted to Judah,
which included a few small towns and
villages (Josh. 19:1-9). When they
outgrew this territory, they formed col-
onies in different districts which they
conquered from the Idumeans and
Amalekites (1 Chron. 4:38-43).

(2) The Levites inherited no land
but were located in forty-eight cities
among the other tribes (Josh. 14:1-5;
Josh. 21; Num. 85:1-8; Deut. 10:9).

4. The American Revised Version
reads, “with thy godly one,” which was
Aaron and his descendants, for the fol-
lowing reasons:

(1) God strove with Aaron, as
well as with Moses, at the waters of
Mcribah (comp. Exo. 17:7; Num. 20:
13, 24; 27:14; Deut. 32:51; Psa. 81:7).

(2) “Perfection” (or “T'hum-
min”’), and “Lights” (or “Urim”),
were later used by Aaron as a “breast-
plate of judgment” (Exo. 28:29, 30).

(8) Aaron was also of the tribe of
Levi (1 Chron. 6:1-3). '

(4) In case of the death of a rela-
tive, the high priest was to proceed as
if he did not know him (Lev. 21:11,
12).

(5) The 1.evites siew 3000 of their
brethren at Sinai (Exo. 32:26).

5. A part of the duty of Aaron
and his sons was to teach the law to Is-
rael (Lev. 10:8-11). They were also to
burn incense in the tabernacle service
(Exo. 30:7, 8), and offer sacrifices for
sins of the people (Heb. 13:11, 12;
9).
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11. Bless, O Jehovah, his substance,
And with the work of his hands wilt
thou be well pleased—

Crush thou the loins of them who rise
up against him,

And- of them that hate him, that they
rise not again.

FULFILLMENT

6. The law of synonymous parallel
terms in Hebrew poetry, suppiies a key
to the interpretation of this prayer.
Since “the work of his hands” implies
the sacrificial functioning, “his sub-
stance” therefore refers to the sacrifice
itself.

The blessing of God to the tribe of
Levi was peculiarly necessary, in that
it received no allotment of land, and
lived by Providence from the offerings
and tithes of the other tribes.

7. This petition constitutes a warn-
ing concerning those who would inter-
fere with either the priestly office or the
sanctuary service (comp. Num. 8:38;
16).

The term “loins” symbolizes the
seat of strength (comp. Job. 40:16;
Prov. 31:17).

III—Jupan (Gen. 49:8-12; Deut. 33:7; comp. Psa. 108:8).

(Gen. 49:8-12)
Judah, as for thee thy brethren shall
praise thee when thy hand is on the
neck of thy foes,—

The sons of thy father shall bow them-
selves down to thee.

1. The name Judah means
“praise,” and reflects the joy of his
mother at his birth, on account of which
she chose the name (Gen. 29:35).

2. Prophetically, this prediction is
fulfilled in the pre-eminence of Judabh.
At the time when this was spoken there
were no natural indications on which
the predictions could have been found-
ed. In later history, it was fulfilled
(1 Chron. 5:1, 2; Psa. 78:67-72; 60:7).
The birth-right was passed down to Ju-
dah as the oldest worthy heir.

(1) Those who encamped at the
front, or east of the tabernacle, in the
wilderness, were “of the standard of the
camp of Judah” (Num. 2:3). Judah
led the march (Num. 2:9), led in the
conquest of Canaan (Judg. 1:1, 2), and
received the first allotment of land
(Josh. 15:1).

(2) The praise by the tribes is fur-
ther seen in the fact that the name of
Judah later became a designation for
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9. A lion’s whelp is Judah,

From thy prey my son hast thou come
up!

He hath stooped—hath crouched,

As a lion—or as a lioness,

Who shall rouse him?

10. The scepter shall not depart from
Judah,

Nor the commander’s staff from be-
tween his feet,—

Until that he come in as Shiloh,

And his be the obedience of the people.

FULFILLMENT

both the land and the people (Joel 3:
18; 2 Chron. 14:6; Heb. 8:8).

(8) The prediction also has a lit-
eral fulfillment in Caleb and David, the
most renowned warriors against the
Canaanites (Josh. 14:6-12; comp. Acts
7:45).

David, in an allusion to this pre-
diction, says: “As for my foes thou didst
give me their neck, And as for them who
hated me, I destroyed them” (Psa. 18:
40. Rotherham Translation.)

(d. The figure of a lion on a pole
became the standard of Judah. Here it
suggests his regal position. In military
qualities, Judah is here likened to “a
lioness,” the fiercest of animals ‘when
aroused.

“The city where David encamped”
(Jerusalem) is called “Ariel,” meaning
“the lion of God” (Isa.29:1).

Christ, the Prince of the descend-
ants of Judabh, is called, “the Lion of the
tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5), answering
to the type as a King, as a CONQUEROR
of the forces of evil (1 Cor. 15:25-28;
Rev. 19:11-16), and as an object of
Praise and WorsHIP (Rev. 4:8-11; 15:
2-4; 19:1-8).

8. The word “Shiloh” comes from
the Hebrew word “shalach,” meaning
“to send,” whence comes “messenger,”
and “ambassador.” Literally, it means
“one sent forth.”

Onkelos, the fellow-student of
Paul under Gamaliel, in his Targum
(translation and comments), renders
this word “Messiah,” meaning ‘“‘anoint-
ed.”

(1) This prophecy has an unbrok-
en fulfillment, beginning with David as
the first king from Judah (Matt. 1:2-4),
and ending with Christ (Luke 1:31-33;
Heb. 7:14).

‘During the captivity, in the ab-
sence of a king, “princes” or governors
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maintained the official relation (Dan.
1:7; Ezra 7:14; Neh. 9:31, 32, 38; 12:
31, 32).

(2) Herod the Great (B. C. 38-4)
fulfilled the departing of the “sceptre”
(rulership) “from Judah,” when he be-
came king over Judea, B. C. 37, being
the first foreign ruler (Matt. 2:1, 2).

Eusebius, “The Father of Church History” (A. D. 265-334, in Palestine),
says:

“At the time that Herod was king, who was the first foreigner that reigned
over the Jewish people, the prophecy by Moses received its fulfillment, viz. “That a
prince should not fail of Judah, nor a ruler from his loins, until he should come for
whom it is reserved.” The same, he also shows, would be the expectation of the na-
tions. T'he prediction was evidently not accomplished, as long as they were at liberty
to have their own native rulers, who continued from the time of Moses down to the
reign of Augustus. Under him, Herod was the first foreigner that obtained the
government of the Jews. Since, as Josephus has written, he was an Idumean by
his father’s side, and an Arabian by his mother’s (See Ant. IV., VII, 8). But as
Africanus, who is also no common writer, says, they who have written more accur-
ately respecting him, say that he was a son of a certain Herod of Ashkelonone of
those called the ministers of the temple of Apollo, in that city. This Antipater,
when a boy, having been taken prisoner by some Idumean robbers, lived with them,
because his father, being a poor man, was unable to pay his ransom. Thus growing
up in their practices, he was afterward befriended by Hyrcanus, the high priest
of the Jews. His son was that Herod who flourished at the times of our Savior.
The government of the Jews, therefore, having devolved on such a man, the ex-
pectation of the nation was now at hand, according to prophecy; because with him
terminated the regular succession of governors and princes from the time of Moses.
For before their captivity and their transfer to Babylon, they were first governed
by Saul and David as their kings; and before the kings, the government was ad-
ministered by magistrates called Judges, who came after Moses and his successor
Joshua. After the return from the captivity of Babylon, they continued to re-
tain the aristocratical form of government, together with the oligarchy. The high
priest had then the direction of affairs, until Pompey, the proconsular general of
the Romans, took Jerusalem by force of arms, and defiled the sacred places, enter-
ing the sanctuary of the temple. Aristobulus, who had been both king and high
priest by regular succession until then, was sent with his children to Rome, and the
priesthood was given to his brother Hyrcanus, whilst the whole nation of the Jews
was made tributary to the Romans from that time.

But Hyrcanus, who was the last of the high priests by succession, having been
soon after taken prisoner by the Parthians, Herod, as I said before, had the gov-

ernment of the Jews conferred upon him by the senate of Rome and the emperor
Augustus.”

(Fusebius Eccl. Hist. Book I, chap. VI, pages 17-19).
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(8) The promise of a “Shiloh” was fulfilled in the coming of Christ, in his
commission from God, and in his anointing (John 17:3; 20:21; Heb. 8:1; Acts

10:38).

He was clothed with full regal authority, transferred from Judah (Gen. 49:
10; Acts 3:22, 23; comp. Deut. 18:15-18; Matt. 28:18; Col. 1:18).

PROPHECY

11. Binding to the vine, his ass,

And, to the choice vine, his ass’s colt,
He hath washed, in ‘wine, his raiment,
And, in the blood of grapes, his mantle:

(Deut. 83:7)
And this is for Judah, when he said,
Hear, O Jehovah, the voice of Judah,
That unto his own people thou wouldst
bring him home,—
Let his own hands suffice him,
And a helper from his adversaries, do
thou become.

FULFILLMENT

4. The wealth of the land of Judah
has a spiritual parallel in the kingdom
of Christ.

The soil was rich and productive,
especially in the direction of Hebron.
Vines were so large and plentiful that
travelers tied their beasts to them.

The rich pastures and the abund-
ance of wine from the vineyards, is here
used to symbolize the Messiah’s king-
dom of peace and happiness, with the
beauty and blessings that could suggest
the eternal kingdom.

5. Judah’s safe return from battle.

Jacob had predicted for Judah,
glorious success in war (Gen. 49:8, 9).
Moses begins at this point and prays
that God would hear the petitions of
Judah for a safe return. The depend-
ance of Judah upon God, as a source of
guidance and strength, is prophetically
inferred (comp. Judg. 1:2; 1 Sam. 23:
1-5; 2 Sam. 7:18-19).

IV—ZeBuLuN (Gen. 49:13; Deut. 83:18, 19).

(Gen. 49:13)
Zebulun by a haven of seas shall he set-
tle down,
Even he by a haven of ships,
With the utmost part upon Zidon.

1. The word Zebulun means
“dwelling” (comp. Gen. 30:20).

The descendants of Zebulun, as
both Jacob and Moses predicted, were
a prosperous maritime and commercial
people.

When Canaan was allotted, Zeb-
ulun’s territory bordered on the Sea of
Galilee on the east, and on the Mediter-
ranean on the west (Josh. 19:10-16).

The commercial influence extended to
Zidon.
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(Deut. 33:18, 19)

And of Zebulun he said,

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out,—

And thou Issachar, in thy tents: .

19. The peoples unto the mountain will
they call, |

There will they offer the sacrifices of
righteousness,—

For the abundance of the seas will they
suck,

Hidden treasures of the sand.

FULFILLMENT

2. Here, Moses, like Jacob, places
the younger first.

Zebulun possessed extensive sea-
shores, and therefore rejoiced in his
“going out,” or commercial enterprises.
Issachar was an agricultural people,
and therefore poetically contrasted as
settled down “in thy tents.”

The sea afforded large fishing in-
dustry. On the coast the sand yielded
vitreous, which was used for making
glass. Tacitus (Hist. 1, v. c. 7) says:
“The river Belus falls into the Jewish
sea, about whose mouth those sands,
mixed with nitre, are collected, out of
which glass is formed.”

Josephus, in speaking of the sand-
bed of the river Belus, says: It “affords
such sand as glass is made of” (Wars,
II. X. 2).

The phrase “sacrifices of righteous-
ness” appropriately expresses the
praise and worship of Jehovah for these
material blessings (comp. Psa. 4:5, 6;
51:19), but was indirectly shared by all
the tribes (comp. Isa. 60:5, 6).

V—IssacaAR (Gen. 49:14, 15; Deut. 33:18).

(Gen. 49:14, 15)
Issachar an ass of strength,—couching
between the pens;
18. Then beholdeth he rest, that it is
good,
And the ground, that it is pleasant,—
So he bendeth his shoulder to bear,
And becometh a tributary servant.

1. The name Issachar means “bear-
ing, hire, reward” (comp. Gen. 30:18).

2. Location. Issachar occupied the
southern part of Galilee, on the plains
of Esdraelon. He was completely en-
closed by Zebulun on the north, Ma-
nasseh on the west and south, and by
Gad on the east (Josh. 19:17-23).

8. Occupation. His location in-
cluded the richest agricultural soil in
Palestine. He was given to agriculture.

4. Characteristiscs. The tribe be-
came lazy, and enjoyed the natural prod-
ucts of the soil in ease. In order to re-
main in this rich agricultural center,
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(Deut. 33:18)
Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out,—
And thou Issachar in thy tents.

FULFILLMENT

they willingly endured oppression at the
hands of the Canaanites in their midst.

They were prosperous and easy in
agriculture, and powerful in war (Judg.
5:15; 1 Chron. 7:5, “mighty men of val-
or”).

Moses contrasts the activities of
Zebulun, with the quiet, nomadic, agri-
cultural life of Issachar.

Issachar furnished 54,400 men for
the conquest of Canaan. When Tola
of this tribe judged Israel, the land had
rest twenty-three years (Judg. 10:1, 2).

VI—DAN (Gen. 49:16-18; Deut. 83:22).

(Gen. 49:16-18)
Dan shall vindicate his people—as one
of the tribes of Israel;

American R. V. “Judge his people.”

It cometh to pass that Dan is a serpent
upon the way,

A horned viper, upon the path,—

That biteth the heels of the horse,

And the rider falleth backwards:—

1. The Name. Dan means “judg-
ment.”

He was the first-born son of Bil-
hah, the handmaid of Jacob. The name
was given to him at birth, by Rachel,
wife of Jacob, because it expressed her
conviction that God had decided, or
judged in her favor, for a son by proxy
(Gen. 30:3-6).

2. “Shall vindicate” i.e., “judge.”
Although born of a handmaid, he head-
ed a tribe of equal inheritance with that
of the sons, as Jacob predicted.

Through Samson, of the tribe of
Dan, the Danites ruled Israel twenty
years (Judg. 15:20; 16:3).

8. Strategy and subtleness. Dan
generally gained his victories by cun-
ning and strategy. (Ex. The capture
of Leshem (Josh.19:47) ; the burning
of the standing grain of the Philistines
Judges 15:1-8); and the wreaking of
the vengeance of death upon three thou-
sand Philistines, in his own death
(Judg. 16:26-30).

The Danites bordered on the Medi-
terranean sea, and were a maritime peo-
ple. In the song of Deborah, they were
upbraided for neglecting warfare by re-
maining in the ships (Judg. 5:17).
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18. For thy salvation have I waited, O
Jehovah.

(Deut. 33:22)
And of Dan he said:
Dan is a lion’s whelp,—
He leapeth out of Bashan.

VII—Gap (Gen. 49:19; Deut. 33:20,

(Gen. 49:19)
Gad, a troop shall troop on him,—
But he shall troop the rear.

American R. V.
Gad, a troop shall press upon him;
But he shall press upon their heel.

FULFILLMENT

4. Dan was the first to be seduced
into idolatry, and introduced it into Is-
rael (Judg. 18:30).

5. Treacherous and courageous.
The caves of eastern Bashan (in north-
eastern Palestine), and the forest slopes
of Jebel Hauran in the western part,
were known and feared as harbors of
leopards and lions (comp. Song of Sol.
4:8). These treacherous beasts often
sprang upon the fine cattle, for which
Bashan was famous (comp. Psa. 22:
12).

The characteristics of the lion sym-
bolize the nature of Dan. The Danites
were allotted a small territory, north of
Judah, on the Mediterranean sea (Num.
1:12, 38, 39; Josh. 19: 40-48). But
they were restricted by the Amorites to
the hill country (Judg. 1:34, 85).

When the Danites became crowded
for room, they sprang upon the town of
Leshem. a foreign population, slew the
inhabitants, and rebuilt and renamed
the town (Josh. 19:47; Judg. 18:1-30).

21).

1. His name. The name Gad,
which means “fortune,” was significant-
ly suggested by Leah at his birth, and
was accepted by his mother, Bilhah
(Gen. 80:9-11).

2. “4 troop shall troop on him.”
Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Ma-
nasseh, were allies in the utter defeat
of the Hagrites, and in the possession
of their territory (Josh. 4:12, 13; 22:
1, 2, 8; 1 Chron. 5:18-22), “until the
captivity” (1 Chron. 5:22).

Gad was invaded by the Moabites,
Syrians, Ammonites, and was in servi-
tude under the Philistines forty years
(Judg. 10:6-8; 18:1; comp. Jer. 49:
1-6).

3. “But he shall troop the rear.”
Jacob places the emphasis on the sub-
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(Deut. 33:20, 21)
And of Gad, he said:
Blessed be he that hath made room for
Gad.

(R. V. “enlargeth Gad”)

As a lioness, hath he laid himself down,
And hath torn an arm, lLkewise the
crown of the head.

21.

And hath provided a first part for him-
self,

For there a commander’s portion hath
been hid.

FULFILLMENT
Jective side—the part Gad performed.

Ultimately, the invaders were all
subdued (comp. Judg. chap. 11 & 12).
During the reign of Saul and David, the
subjugation was completed (comp. 1
Sam. 11:1-15; 1 Chron. 5:18-22; 2 Sam.
8:1-14; Acts 7:45, 46).

4. Gad’s extensive territory. Gad,
with Reuben and the half tribe of Ma-
nasseh, was allotted a large territory
east of the Jordan (Num. 82). Moses
emphasizes God’s part in the victories.
Through Jephthah’s conquest, the ter-
ritory of the three tribes was greatly en-
larged (Judg. 11:82, 83; comp. 1 Sam.
12:11; 1 Chron. 5:11-22).

5. Military characteristics. He is
symbolized by “a lioness,” the most des-
perate and fearless of beasts. In Da-
vid’s time they are described as follows:

“Anéd of the Gadites, there separ-
ated themselves unto David, to the
stronghold towards the desert, lLeroes of
valour, men of war for battle, men that
could handle shield and spear,—and,
faces of lions were their faces, and like
gazelles upon the mountains were they
for swiftness” (1 Chron. 12:8).

6. Provision for himself. Previous
to the crossing of the Jordan, and of
the allotment of land, Gad and Reuben,
who had fine herds of cattle, requested
the pasture lands east of the Jordan for
their inheritance (Num. 82:1-5). The
request was granted on their promise to
cross the Jordan with the other tribes,
and assist in the war against the Can-
aanites (Num. 32:6-32).

In Deut. 33:21, Moses, with pro-
phetic foresight, praises them for the
promise as if it were already fulfilled
(comp. Num. 32:16-22; Josh. 1:12-18).
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So he cometh with the heads of the
people,

The righteousness of Jehovah, he exe-
cuteth,

And his regulations with Israel.

FULFILLMENT

7. Gad’s promise to Moses fulfill-
ed. The Gadites crossed the Jordan with
the other tribes, for the conquest of
Canaan (Josh. 1:12-17; 4:12, 13). They
were therefore formally allotted the
land which Moses promised to them
conditionally (Josh. 13:8).

VIII—AsuER (Gen. 49:20; Deut. 33:20, 21).

(Gen. 49:20)
Out of Asher, fatness is his food,
So he setteth forth dainties for a king.

(Deut. 33:24-29)
And of Asher, he said,
Most blessed of sons be Asher.

Let him have the goodwill of his breth-
ren,

And let him dip in oil, his foot.

25.
Iron and bronze be thy sandals,
And as thy days, be thy strength.

26.

There is none like God, O Jeshurun,—
Riding upon the heavens to thy help,—
And for lis own majesty on the skies;

1. The name. The name, which
signifies “happy,” or “blessed,” has its
origin in the joy of L.eah at his birth,
as the second son of Zilpah (Gen. 30:
18).

Prophetically, the name alludes to
the tribe that descended from Asher.
The territory occupied was a narrow
strip of land, about sixty miles in length,
extending northward, on the Mediter-
ranean coast (Josh. 19:24, 25).

2. Natural resources. The land
was noted for its grain fields, olive or-
chards, and vineyards—“dainties.”

3. Providentially favored. He was
blessed above his brethren.

(1) Living in the remote section
of the country, he did not participate in
the strifes between the tribes.

(2) Productiveness. From the ex-
tensive olive orchards, olive oil was pro-
duced in abundance (comp. Job. 29:6).
The diction reflects the ancient custom
of treading the olives to obtain the oil
(comp. Micah 6:15).

4. Security. Asher’s wealth of re-
sources afforded protection against an
enemy, and assured happiness of life.

Moses’ reference to iron and copper
is believed to have been in this territory
(Deut. 8:9).

5. Divine favor. Asher was
highly favored by Providence; natural
resources were abundant, in a great va-
riety.
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ProPHECY
27.
Above s the God of aforetime,
And beneath are the Arms of the ages,—
So he driveth before thee the foe,
And doth say—Destroy!

28.

Thus hath Israel settled down securely,

Alone, the fountain of Jacob,

Within a land both of corn and new
wine,—

His heaven also droppeth down dew.

29.

How happy art thou, O Israel!

Who is like unto thee,

O People victorious in Jehovah?

Thy helpful shield, who also is thy ma-
jestic sword,—

So that thy foes come cringing unto
thee,

And thou upon their heights dost march
along.

FULFILLMENT

6. The Canaanites were practically
out of Asher’s way, and peace and pros-
perity were enjoyed.

7. The entire “blessing” is a high-
ly figured and poetic exposition of the
name of “Asher,” together with the
promise of verification of the omen con-
tained in the name.

The history of Asher corresponds
to the tenor of this prophetic picture.

The strength and success of Asher
suggests a constant faith in Jehovah.

IX—NaraTALI (Gen. 49:21; Deut. 83:23).
(Gen. 49:21). The meaning of this passage must be determined before its

application. It has a variety of renderings, some of which unquestionably obscure
its meaning. From the King James and Revised Version rendering (Naphtali is a
hind let loose), the average commentary interprets the verb “let loose,” in the light
of a fleeing animal, as the correct symbol of Naphtali. But this idea may, or may
not be implied by the Hebrew verb, depending upon its usage. For the conveni-
ence of students who are interested in critical study, a few of the varied transla-
tions are here noted, as follows:

(1) Moffatt’s translation: “A slender oak is Naphtali, with lovely boughs.”

(2) Farrar Fenton’s translation: “Naphtali is a nimble stag, has the gift of
eloquent speech.”

(8) Jewish Translation, according to Messoratic Text: “Naphtali is a hind
let loose; he giveth goodly words.”

(4) A literal rendering of the Septuagint: “Naphtali is a spreading stem,
Bestowing beauty on its fruit.”
(5) The Old Testament, an American Translation (edited by J. M. Powiss

Smith (1927) : “Naphtali is a free-ranging deer, that bears beautiful fawns.”
Definition of Hebrew words.

(1) The Hebrew verb (shalach) commonly rendered “let loose,” means, “1.
to send; 2. to send away (Gen. 49:21, let loose, i.e., roaming freely) ; 3. to send out
or forth, i.e., to put forth, to stretch out, to extend” (Gesenius Heb. Eng. Lexicon).
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(2) The Hebrew word (emer), commonly translated “words,” means, “saying,

word, utterance” (Davies Heb. Eng. Lex).

Job. 6:25; Psa. 19:14; Prov. 16:24).

Compare its usage in Deut. 32:1;

Its kindred form (omer) is frequently used in the sense of a promise, covenant,
assurance, etc. (comp. its usage in Psa. 77:8; 2 Kings 8:19; 2 Chron. 21:17).
The difficulty in translating Gen. 49:21 into equivalent English, accounts for

most of the variations between our English texts.

ProPHECY
(Gen. 49:21)
Naphtali is a slender hind,—
That putteth forth antlers of beauty.

American Revised Version
Naphtali is a hind let loose:
He giveth goodly words.

(Deut. 33:23)
And of Naphtali, he said,
O Naphtali! satisfied with favour,
And full with the blessing of Jehovah,
The west and the sunny south do thou
possess.

FULFILLMENT

1. The name. The name “Naphtali,"
which means “wrestling,” owes its selec-
tion to the prevailing of Rachel over
Bilhah, for the birth of Naphtali, as the
second son by proxy (Gen. 30:8).

2. Prophetically, it evidently points
to the victory of Zebulun and Naphtali
over Jabin, under the leadership of Ba-
rak (Judges 4). In the song of De-
borah, these tribes receive special com-
mendation (Judg. 5:18).

If we base our exegesis of Gen.
49:21 on the premise of a poetic paral-
lel, the verb “putteth forth,” or “let
loose,” would have to do with the
“words.” 'The meaning would then be
that he spoke appropriate words freely.

8. Naphtali was granted territory
in northern Canaan ,east of Zebulun and
Asher, and extending east to the Jordan
and the sea of (zalilee (Josh. 19:32-34).

The Hebrew word (yam) figura-
tively rendered “west,” (from the Med-
iterranean sea west of Palestine) means
“sea” ; hence, the Sea of (Galilee on the
eastern border. Naphtali extended
south of the sea about ten miles.

X—JoserH (Gen. 49:22-26; Deut. 83: 13-17; comp. Gen. 48:8-31).

Jacob dwells with emphasis on the conflicts which these tribes were to undergo
(Gen. 49:23, 24) ; the law-giver looks beyond these, and sees Ephraim and Man-

asseh triumphant and established in power.

according to their subject matter.

(Gen. 49:22)
A fruitful bow is Joseph,
A fruitful bow over a fountain,—
Branches creeping over a wall.

The accounts are here rearranged,

1. Name. Joseph means “increas-
er.” or “added to.” His name was de-
rived from the statement of Rachel,
“Jehovah add to me another son” (Gen.
30:24).
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PROPHECY

(A literal translation of the Hebrew
text.)

A son of a fruitful tree is Joseph,

A son of a fruitful tree by a fountain.

(Gen. 48:14, 19)

Manasseh was the first-born.

19.

He also shall become a people, and he
also shall become great, but never-
theless, his younger brother shall be-
come greater than he, and his seed
shall become a filling up of the na-
tions.

(Gen. 48:16)
And may they swarm into a multitude
in the midst of the earth.

(Gen. 48:16)
The messenger—who hath been my re-
deemer from all evil, bless the lads!
And may there be called upon them My
NAME, and the name of my fath-
ers, Abraham and Isaac;

FULFILLMENT

Joseph was the first-born of Ra-
chel, and the eleventh of Jacob. He was
the favorite son of Jacob, “because he
was the son of his old age” (Gen. 37:
3).

2. Numerous posterity of Jacob.
Jacob’s fruitfulness is figured in the
phrase, “the fountain of Jacob” (Deut.
33:28). The numerous posterity of both
Jacob and Joseph are suggested by the
phrase, “a fruitful tree by a fountain.”

Jacob’s marvelous increase was re-
vealed to him at Luz, in Canaan, before
his departure to Egypt (Gen. 48:3, 4).
When he entered Egypt, his household
numbered about “seventy” (Exo. 1:5;
40:27; Acts 7:14). At the time of the
exodus ,215 years later, his posterity
numbered “about six hundred thou-
sand” men who were able to bear arms
(Exo. 12:37).

3. Posterity of Ephraim and Ma-
nasseh.

At the first census, Ephraim num-
bered 40,500, and Manasseh 32,200
(Num. 1:32-85). After entering Can-
aan they soon outgrew their allotted
land (Josh. 17:14-18), and rapidly
swarmed “into a multitude in the midst
of the earth.”

The tribe of Ephraim, on account
of its prominence, was sometimes pro-
phetically used to represent the North-
ern Kingdom (Isa. 11:13; Ezek. 37:
15-23).

4. Jacob adopted his two grand-
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, as joint-
heirs with his own sons. Their descend-
ants therefore bore the name of “Is-
rael” (Josh. 14:1), and received an in-
heritance in the land of Canaan (Josh.
17).
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PROPHECY

(Gen. 49:23)
So they attack him, and have shot,—
So they enclose him, do the masters of
arrows.

(Gen. 48:21)

And Israel said unto Joseph:

Lo! I am about to die, but it shall come
to pass that God will be with you,
and will take you back into the land
of your fathers.

(Deut. 33:13-16)
And of Joseph, he said:
Blessed of Jehovah be his land,—
W ith the precious things of the heavens,
with the dew,
And with the abyss crouching beneath;

14.

And with the precious fruits of the
sun,—

And with the precious yield of the
moons.

15.

And with the chief of the ancient moun-
tains,—

And with the precious things of the age-
abiding hills;

16.

And with the precious things of the
earth and its fulness.

FULFILLMENT

5. Joseph’s persecution by his
brothers.

The favoritism of his father con-
tributed to the envy of his brothers
(Gen. 87:3, 4) . Because of their thrusts
of bitterness, and hatred, Jacob meta-
phorically designates them, “masters of
arrows” (R. V. “archers”). They de-
creed his murder, but Reuben prevailed
in his favor (Gen. 87:18-24) ; they then
cast him into a pit, and later took him
out and sold him to an Ishmaelite cara-
van, “for twenty pieces of silver” (Gen.
37:25-26; comp. 45:4, 5) .

6. Return to Canaan foretold.

God revealed to Abraham the re-
turn from Egypt (Gen. 15:13, 14). Ja-
cob here reannounced it to Joseph, with
emphasis upon the divine leadership
(comp. Lev. 18:3; Deut. 82:52). The
event is also to be inferred from Jacob’s
request that after his death he be buried
in the family resting-place, at Mach-
pelah, in Canaan (Gen. 49:28-33).

7. Joseph’s natural inheritance.

The phrase “with the dew,” is ex-
planatory of the phrase, “with the pre-
cious things of the heavens.”

The phrase “the abyss couching
beneath,” used also by Jacob (Gen. 49:
25), is a poetic allusion to the rich

springs of the fertile hills (comp. Deut.
8:7).

(1) The phrase “the precious
yields of the moons,” completes the po-
etic parallel, but it also suggests the in-
gathering of the variety of crops
throughout the year.

(2) Jacob referred to this as a
“mountain-track” Gen. 49:22). Its fer-
tility is described in Josh. 17. Produc-
tive, rolling hills are the most highly
favored (Psa.72:16).
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PROPHECY

(Gen. 49:24-26)
But abideth as an enduring one, his bow,
And supple are the arms of his hands,—
From the hands of the Mighty One of
Jacob, from thence is the Shepherd,
the Stone of Israel.

(American Revised Version)

But his bow abode in strength,

And the arms of his hands were made
strong,

By the hands of the Mighty One of
Jacob

From thence is the shepherd, the stone
of Israel.

25.

From the God of thy father who hath
kept thee,

And God Almighty, who doth bless
thee,

Blessings of the heavens above,

Blessings of the abyss, couching be-
neath,—

Blessings of breasts and wombs.

26.

The blessings of thy father have pre-
vailed,

Over the blessings of the perpetual
mountains,

The charm of the age-abiding hills,—

They turn out to be for the head of Jo-
seph,

And for the crown of the head of him
who was set apart from his breth-
ren.

(American Revised Version)

The blessings of thy father _

Have prevailed above the blessings of
my progenitors

Unto the utmost bound of the everlast-
ing hills;

They shall be on the head of Joseph,

And on the crown of the head of him
that was separate from his breth-
Ten.

FULFILLMENT

8. Joseph’s Providential rewards.

Joseph arose in triumph above all
his persecutors.

Jacob here prophetically points to
the Christ, seventeen hundred years
hence, as his distinguished descendant.
In keeping with his thought of guidance
and permanency, he pictures Christ by
the words rendered “Shepherd,” and
“Stone” (comp. John 10:2; Isa. 8:14,
15; 28:16).

(1) Joseph survived all his afflic-
tions, and God blessed and prospered
him. When a famine drove his brothers
to Egypt, he became their benefactors
(Gen. 45:1-20).

Here, as in Deut. 33:18, the phrase
“the abyss couching beneath” alludes
to the springs of water with which the
hills were well supplied (Deut. 8:7).
The phrase “Blessings of breasts and
womb,” points to the marvelous increase
of Joseph’s descendants.

(2) Joseph received the parental
blessing, and therefore a double inheri-
tance (Gen. 48:22; 1 Chron. 5:2; Josh.
17:14-18). 'The additional allotment
of land included the rich hill country of
the Canaanites, with its fine forests and
agricultural land.

In his early life he was hated and
ostracized by his brothers, but he dedi-
cated his life to the service of God, and
lived to reward evil with good.
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PROPHECY

(Deut. 33:17) .
His first-born ox be an honor to him

And the horns of a buffalo be his horns,

American R. V.
“His horns are the horns of the wild-

»

ox.

With them let him thrust peoples,
All at once to the ends of the earth.

Yea, with these, the myriads of Eph-
raim,

And with these, the thousands of Ma-
nasseh.

FULFILLMENT

9. Military strength of Joseph.

In the parental blessing, Jacob
placed Ephraim before Manasseh, “the
first-born” of Joseph (Gen. 48:14-20).
As the ox is the common emblem of
strength, the phrase “His first-born ox”
is a metaphorical recognition of Eph-
raim’s invincible military power (comp.
Gen. 49:6; Psa. 22:12; Jer. 46:20;
Amos 4:1). “Ephraim is the defense of
my head” (Psa. 108:8).

(1) The Hebrew word (reem)
here rendered “buffalo,” refers to a
roaming, gigantic species of “wild ox,”
or “buffalo,” now extinct. It is referred
to nine times in the Scriptures, each of
which makes special reference to either
the strength or horns (Num. 23:22;
24:8; Deut. 33:17; Job. 39:9; 39:10;
Psa. 22:21; 29:6; 92:10; Isa. 34:7).
This huge animal is described as similar
to the elephant in size, and untamable.
The auerochs of the old Germans, and
the urochs of Caesar (B. G. V1. 28), are
fair estimates of this species, in size,
strength, horns, and wild characteris-
tics.

(2) Horns are commonly used as
prophetic emblems of power (comp. 1
Kings 22:11; Dan. 8:4). That the two
“horns” refer to Ephraim and Manas-
seh, respectively, is made clear in the
remainder of the passage. The appro-
priateness of this military symbol is
seen when the sons of Joseph subdued
the Canaanites in the rich hill country,
and added the territory to their regular
allotment (Josh. 16:10; 17:14-17).
But obviously it is applicable to the
days of Omri, when the Israelite kin-
dreds were in civil conflict for regal su-
premacy (1 Kings 16).

(8) In the closing statement, Mos-
es presents Ephraim and Manasseh as
the interpretation of the two horns. In
relative strength, Ephraim is represent-
ed as superior to Manasseh, as Jacob
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PROPHECY

(American Revised Version)

And they are the ten thousands of Eph-
raim,

And they are the thousands of Ma-
nasseh.

FULFILLMENT

had predicted nearly three centuries be-
fore (Gen. 48:19, 20), and fully verified
by the history of the two tribes.

Samuel used a similar statement in
presenting the relative strength of the
armies of Saul and David (1 Sam. 18:
7, 8).

XI—BEenJsaMIN (Gen. 49:27; Deut. 33:12.)

(Gen. 49:27)
Benjamin is a wolf that teareth in
pieces,
In the morning he eateth prey,
And at eventide he divideth spoil.

1. Name. Benjamin means “son of
the right hand,” i.e., “good fortune.”
He was the second son of Rachel, and
the youngest of Jacob. He was born
near Bethlehem where Rachel was bur-
ied, and is the only son born in Canaan.
Rachel, in her dying words, named him
Ben-oni, meaning, “son of my sorrow.”
But Jacob changed his name to Ben-
jamin (Gen. 85:18, 19).

2. His impulsive spirit.

The phrase, “a wolf that teareth in
pieces,” points to the combative charac-
teristics of the tribe (comp. 1 Chron. 8:
39, 40; Judg. 5:14). In this he re-
sembles Naphtali.

(1) Ex. Benjamin, with 26,00 men, defeated the other tribes with 400,000,
in two successive battles, inflicting a casualty of 40,000 men (Judg. 20:21, 25).
On the third day, the tribes slew 25,000 Benjaminites, and all but exterminated
the tribe (Judg. 20:835). His sons are significantly called “archers” in 1 Chron.

8:40.

8. Illustrious men of Benjamin.

(1) Ehud, from Benjamin, the second judge over Israel, saved the Israelites
from the hands of the Moabites (Judg. 3:15).

(2) Saul, the first king over Israel, and his son Jonathan, were noted war-
riors of Benjamin, making the prey of many enemies (comp.1 Sam. 11:6, 7, 11;

14:18, 15, 47, 48).

(8) Mordecai and Esther, from Benjamin, delivered the Jews from destruc-
tion, and slew the enemies (KEsther 8:7,9,11; 9:5, 6, 15, 16).

(4) Paul, the apostle of Christ, the most militant of his calling, was from

Benjamin (Rom. 11:1).

(Deut. 33:12)

Of Benjamin he said,

The beloved of Jehovah shall settle
down securely,—

W ith one to throw a shade over him all
the day long,

Yea, between his shoulders hath he
found rest.

4. Benjamin was specially beloved
of Jacob (Gen. 44:20). Moses predicts
no less favor from God himself. The
expression “between his shoulders) 18
equivalent to on the back (comp.
(Deut. 1:31; 1 Sam. 17;6), as a father
carrying his son.
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PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

5. The tribe of Benjamin joined
Judah on the north, with the boundary
line through Jerusalem, leaving the
temple on the side of Benjamin. The
temple was God’s dwelling place (Deut.
12:5, 12; 1 Kings 7:51; Josh. 18:11-
20). The adjoining position, and the
affiliation with Judah, practically assur-
ed protection. During the Babylonian
captivity Benjamin gradually became
united with Judah, and after the return
Benjamin’s distinctive mention ceased.

XII—ManasseH (Deut. 33:17; comp. Gen. 48:17-19).

(Deut. 33:17) 1. Name. Manasseh means “caus-

Yea, with these, the myriads of Eph- ing forgetfulness.” The selection of the

raim, name was occasioned by Joseph’s for-

And with those, the thousands of Ma- getting his toils and afflictions, because
nasseh. of the birth (Gen. 41:51).

“Manasseh . . . the first-born” of

. 48:14, , i
And they are the ten thousands of Eph- %‘;;g i‘ (Gen. 48:14, 18), was born in
raim, .

And the thousands of Manasseh. 2. Manasseh and Ephraim were
adopted by Jacob, as heirs with his own
sons (Gen. 48:15, 16). They were to
“grow into a multitude in the midst of
the earth” (Gen. 48:16, 18, 19).

Jacob placed Ephraim before Ma-
nasseh (Gen. 48:18, 14, 17-20), which
rank the descendants of Ephraim re-
tained.

American Revised Version.

3. Ephraim grew into preeminence over Manasseh.

_ (1) At the first census in the wilderness, Ephraim numbered 40,500 fight-
ing men, and Manasseh, 32,200 (Num. 1:32-835). At the second census, 38 years
later, Ephraim numbered 32,500, and Manasseh 52,700 (Num. 26:34, 37). How-

ever, in the history of the tribes, Ephraim was ultimately pre-eminent over Ma-
nasseh.

~ (2)_ On account of the superiority of Ephraim, the tribe is sometimes named
to include both tribes (Psa. 78:67, 68).

4. Inheritance of land.

(1) The half tribe of Manasseh, (together with Reuben and Gad), obtained
from Moses a conditional allotment east of the Jordan (Num. 32:1-32; 84:14, 15;
Deut. 3:12, 13; 29:8; Josh. 1:12-16; 12:4-6; 18:7; 1 Chron. 5:23, 24). After
these three tribes had fulfilled their obligation in the conquest of Canaan, Joshua
confirmed the conditional assignment by Moses.
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(2) The remaining half-tribe of Manasseh was allotted land north of Ephraim,
joining Issachar on the north, in Samaria (Josh. 17:1-13).

(8) It is worthy of note that Ephraim had cities in Manasseh (Josh. 16:9),
and Manasseh within Issachar and Asher (Josh. 17:11; comp. 1 Chron. 7:29).

(4) Manasseh failed to expel the Canaanites, and finally put them to trib-
ute (Josh. 17:12, 13; Judg. 1:27, 28).

5. Military eminence.

(1) The eastern half of Manasseh, in conjunction with Reuben and Gad,
waged war with the Hagrites and took possession of their country. But they
themselves were carried into Exile by Tiglathpileser (1 Chron. 5:18-26).

(2) Gideon, the greatest hero of his day, and a judge over Israel, was from
Manasseh (Judg. 6:15; comp. 35; 7:23).

Moses follows Jacob’s prophetic blessings with the following appropriate
statement (Gen. 49:28) :

All these are the twelve tribes of -Israel,—
And this is that which their father spake to them when he blessed them,
Each man severally according to the blessing wherewith he blessed them.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Palestine Before the Conquest
or
“Giants in The Land”

Well, the descendants of Aram, the son of Shem, were healthy chaps.
Yes, it is our persuasion that the list of giants in Gen. 14:5-7 and Deut.
2:10-23 are the descendants of Aram. As you will learn later one of their
number, whose name was “Og”’ had a bedstead of 131/, feet. We hence

conclude that Og must have been quite a man to occupy this article.

Here is a list of the variqus sons:
1. Rephaim.
2. Zuzim.

3. Emim.
4, Avim.

5. Anakim.

And here is where they lived and a note or two about each.
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But that’s not all . . .

There was another early inhabitant of this land of Palestine. Who was

he? Canaan, the son of Ham. Canaan was the progenitor of the “itesy

yes, the “ites’; i-t-e-s. Here is a list of some of them:

1.

9.

The Hivites.

. The Perizzites.

Jebusites.
Amorites.
Hittites.

Girgashites

. Canaanites.

Philistines.

Zidonians.

Yes, these were all the sons of Canaan (with the exception of the Phili-
stines). cf. Gen. 10:15-19

There is a map on the following page showing

where they lived, and a note or two about each.
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DO YOU KNOW ANY MORE NOW THAN WHEN YOU STARTED
THIS CHAPTER? LET’S SEE . .. HERE IS A MAP; LOCATE THE
SONS OF ARAM ON IT.

THAT’S FINE. NOW, HOW ABOUT ONE FACT ABOUT EACH SON?
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NOW, WHAT ABOUT THE SONS OF CANAAN? CAN YOU DRAW
IN THEIR BOUNDARIES ON THIS MAP? NAME THEM, TOO, OF
COURSE. TRY IT!

GOOD. NOW, ONE FACT
FOR EACH
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CHAPTER SIX

The Lands of Sojourn
and Wandering

—Part One—
THE LAND OF THE SOJOURN . . . EGYPT

Also Called
“The House of Bondage”

As you probably have noted by now, if you have a copy of that splendid
book, “A Bible Atlas,” by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, we are following his
outline to a large extent. All credit is hereby given to this source for
the material used. We feel that the arrangement in a practical, teachable
form is one of the many advantages of the notes we are preparing.

I. The NAMES of the land of the sojourn.

1.

Kem. The most ancient name of the land. Found on many of
the monuments, evidently the name given by the people them-
selves to their land.

. The Land of Ham. Of all the sons of Noah, Ham alone has

given a land his name. Note:

Psa. 78:51. “And smote all the first-born in Egypt,

the chief of their strength in the tens of HAM.”
Compare this reference with Psa. 105:23 and 106:22. It was
called “the land of Ham” because “Mizraim” the son of Ham
moved here.

. Mizraim. This is used in the PLURAL form. It is so used for

Egypt more than 80 times. Here is one example and some com-
parative references.
Gen. 12:10. “Abram went down to Egypt (Mizraim
in the original) to sojourn there.” (Gen. 12:11, 13;
14; 13:1.)
It is thought that the plural form of the word was used because
the land has always been divided into two parts: the Delta and
the Nile valley.
Rahab, “the proud, or insolent.” Used poetically. Note Psa. 87:4.
“I will make mention of Rahab (or Egypt) and Baby-
lon as among them that know me . . . ”
Also note Psa. 89:10 and Isa. 51:9. This evidently suggested the
character of the Pharaohs who ruled Egypt during the bondage.

. Egypt. The most modern name given to the land by the Greeks.

This name was never used by the inhabitants in ancient times.
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As to the extent of the whole land we quote from “Biblical Back
groundsy by McKee Adams, page 480.

“Egypt extends about 675 miles north and south and 500 miles

east and west, giving an area of approximately 350,000 square
miles. It is estimated that of this area 13,000 square miles are
suitable for permanent habitation. The cultivable portion would

be slightly less. The present population ranges between 13 and
15 millions.” II. THE DIVISIONS

But, as to the TWO divisions of the la:nd, here they are:
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III.

The two divisions of the land are graphically pointed out in the
double crown worn by the kings of Egypt.

In the earliest history of Egypt the land was divided into “Nomes’’
These were small kingdoms in the land, 36 to 50 in number. Each
one had its own king and small domain.

THE NILE

Without the Nile Egypt would be but a great, arid desert.

1.

The Sources of the Nile.

The river has its source in the great lakes of No:theastern and
Central Africa. A great lake called Victoria Nyanza in Africa is
the largest contributor.

Tributaries.

In the southern district called Nubia, there are three streams that
flow into the Nile as its main tributaries. These streams are:
1) The Baro, 2) The Blue Nile, and 3) The Atbara.

From the place where these tributary rivers empty into the Nile
to the mouth of the River is 1500 miles. The Nile flows for
these 1500 miles with no fu:ther tributary, a mighty flowing
stream of water running through a barren desert.

. Its Mouths.

There are three mouths to this great river. You have already
noted two of them on the previous map(Turn to page 128 and
find them.) These two mouths, you will notice, are but the emp-
tying out of the two branches of the river, thePelusiac and the
Canopic.

Between the two mouths, there stands a central mouth which
can not be so clearly defined as the two others. This mouth
rather “spreads out” into the Mediterranean.

The Overflow.

“The annual overflow of the Nile begins, in Lower Egypt, about
the twenty-fifth of June; the river attains its height in three
months and remains stationary twelve days at a height of about
thirty-six feet above its ordinary level at Thebes, twenty-five
feet at Cairo, and four feet at its mouth. This remarkable over-
flow is due to the heavy rains in Central Africa and, as it brings
down new soil, keeps the land always fertile.”

Bible Atlas, page 26.
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IV. THE PEOPLE
1. Stock.

There seems to be no disagreement in the thought that the Egyp-
tians are of Hamitic stock — descendants of Ham through his
son Mizraim. They formed one of the earliest civilizations known.

. Religion.

We quote from “Historical Geography of Bible Lands,” by John
B. Calkin, pages 91-92:

“The ancient Egyptians were a very religious people. They had
splendid temples, the walls of which were covered with scuiv-
tures, paintings, and hieroglyphics. The priests were skilled in
the learning of their day, and they practiced many myste-ious
rites. Of their hundreds of gods, Ra, the sun-god, stood highest.
He was often represented as a hawk-headed man. Osiris, with
his wife Isis and his son Horus, formed a triad of high rank. Set,
the author of all evil, was the Egyptian Satan between whom and
Osiris was waged eternal warfare. The Egyptians did not wor-
ship images. Various animals, however, as bulls, dogs, cats, croco-
diles, snakes and insects, especially the scaraboeus, were regarded
with great reverence as representatives of the gods, and to kill
one of them was a fearful sin. The soul of Osiris was believed
to dwell in some bull to be recognized by certain colored spots on
the animal. When the sacred bull died, his body was embalmed
with much ceremony and placed in his tomb, and search was
made for his successor in which the god had taken up his abode.
The Egyptians believed in the immortality of the soul and in its
reunion with the body. This may explain their practice of em-
balming the dead. They also believed in a day of judgment when
every one should be rewarded according to his deeds. Osiris was
the guardian of the dead, and he, with forty-two other gods as-
sociated with him as judges, would at the day of judgment deter-
mine the final award.”

The Book Of The Dead was a most remarkable feature of the
Egyptians’ religion. This curious document, a copy of which
was deposited with the mummy in the tomb, contains a funeral
ritual comprising a series of prayers to be offered during the
embalming process. It gives an account of the experiences of
the disembodied soul from the time it enters the spirit-world —
all its travels and perils until it falls in with and is reunited to
the bo