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INTRODUCTION

Anything as basic as the GODHEAD deserves careful
study by every child of God. Especially is this true of the
neglected subject of the Holy Spirit. Moses E. Lard wrote:
“An accurate scriptural view of Spiritual influence is some-
thing not hastily acquired. It requires not a little reading,
much thought, and an unusual care to avoid falling into
error. The most thorough investigation is not too sure to
lead to the truth; while anything less is sure to miss it.” It
is thought by the publishers that this book will help sincere
students in that “thorough investigation.”

Perhaps no man in our brotherhood today is better
acquainted with the BOOK than Gus Nichols. Five hours
of daily study for fifty years has developed a naturally-
gifted mind far beyond normal accomplishments. Many of
his one hundred public discussions have dealt with errors
about the Holy Spirit. By preparation and experience he
stands with few peers in the ability to discuss this theme.

The Walnut Hill church in Dallas invited Gus Nichols to
lecture for a week on THE NATURE AND WORK OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT. The lectures were recorded, and then care-
fully edited by the author. This combined the fine qualities
of a prepared manuscript and the fluency and appeal of an
oral sermon. Thus, this volume is able to present a difficult
subject in an “easy-to-read” and enlightening manner.

May the Lord bless the reader and his study of the Holy
Spirit.
THE PUBLISHERS
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BIRTH OF THE SPIRIT

It is a great joy to study the subject of the Holy Spirit
and his work. I'd like to think you will be honest of heart
as we present what the Bible says on the subject. All we
can know about the Holy Spirit and his work we must learn
from the Bible. This is a timely subject. There is probably
no other Bible subject concerning which there is more con-
fusion than the subject of the Holy Spirit and his work.
There is much superstition and error being taught to the
disturbance of religious people throughout the world, and
much of it centers around the Holy Spirit and his work.

The Birth of the Spirit

At this time let us consider “The Birth of the Spirit.”
“There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered and said
unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus
saith unto him, How can a man be born when' he is old?
can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and
be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born
again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”
(John 3:1-8.) This quotation from Jesus’ conversation with
Nicodemus declares that there is such a thing as being
“born of the Spirit.” Of course, this means the “Holy
Spirit.”
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8 LECTURES ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

Human Spirit Born

From verse 6 we learn that it is the human spirit that is
“born of the (Holy) Spirit.” Man has a soul, or spirit, as
well as a body. Jesus said, “Fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt.
10:28; Luke 12:4-5.) Man could so live and act as to “lose
his soul.” (Matt. 16:26.) Paul said, “Glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Cor. 6:20.)
The prophet Daniel said, “I Daniel was grieved in my spirit
in the midst of my body.” (Dan. 7:15.) The spirit is a part
of man; it is the inward man, the knowing part of man.
“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” (1 Cor. 2:11.) It
is the spirit of man which needs to be saved. (1 Cor. 5:5.) It
is the soul which can be lost, or saved. (James 1:21; Matt.
16:26.) The Bible says God is the “Father of spirits.” (Heb.
12:9.) The spirit of man came from God, and at death it
returns to God. (Eccl. 12:7; Acts 7:55, 59.)

By sin, man has become in spirit a child of the devil,
and must have the new birth in order to enter the kingdom
of God. The Bible uses the words “child of the devil” (Acts
13:10), “children of the devil” (1 John 3:10), and Jesus said,
“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do.” (John 8:44.)

Nicodemus thought Jesus meant the outward man must
be born again when he said, “Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3-4.) Then
Jesus tried to show him that the new birth is not the old
natural birth, but is a birth “of water and of the Spirit.”
(John 3:5.) Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh: and that which is born of the Spirit is SPIRIT"—
the human spirit. (John 3:6.) One’s conduct, the way he
lives, depends upon the kind of a spirit he has. (1 Peter 3:1-
4, Psalm 51:10.) God has purposed to make man over by
converting his spirit, and giving it a new birth. With a
right spirit, or inward man, at the steering-wheel of one’s
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life he will follow the Holy Spirit as he leads by his word
(Rom. 8:14), and not follow the flesh. “For if ye live after
the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mor-
tify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”
(Rom. 8:13-14.)

After Led By The Spirit

This does not mean that one is a child of God before he
begins to be led by the Holy Spirit. While discussing with
a denominational preacher the design of baptism, he asked
me, “Were you led by the Holy Spirit to be baptized? Or,
by the spirit of the devil?” He thought if I had been led by
the Holy Spirit to be baptized, then I was a child of God
before baptism, for “as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14.) I asked him
if he were led by the Spirit of God to believe, repent, and
pray for salvation (since he said these are conditions of
salvation). He said he was led by the Spirit of God; to
which I responded: “According to your logic, you were
saved unconditionally, and before you believed, repented,
and prayed for salvation.”

Our Spirit a Part of Man

This reminds me of a discussion which I had with a ma-
terialist, who contends that man has no soul or spirit, ex-
cept the “breath.” He said the spirit or soul is no part of
man. I replied that if this were true, then that which is
no part of man must be born again—and not the “man,”
as Jesus taught it. Jesus said, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3.) Again
he said, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.) Then
he said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh: and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6.) It cannot
be true that that which is no part of man experiences the
new birth, for Jesus said, “Ye must be born again.” (John
3:8.) Therefore, the soul or spirit is a part of man.

Whole Man Baptized
Another man asked, “Do you baptize the body of a man,
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or his spirit?” He argued that no bodily act can bring any
blessing to the spirit, or soul, or inward man. I asked him
if he preached so as to affect the inward man without
reaching him through the outward man—through his phys-
ical ears, etc.? I asked him if he ever took the Lord’s sup-
per? If so, did he eat the supper to benefit the outward
man, or the inward man? for the body, or for the spirit?
He quickly declared that the blessings in the Lord’s sup-
per are for the spirit, or inward man. Only prejudice kept
him from seeing that baptism is not for the benefit of the
body, but is an act prompted by the Holy Spirit, by his
word, and through the human spirit; and it is to bring
blessings to the spirit of man. Baptism has to do with the
salvation of the soul. (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21.) The whole
man—not just the body—is involved in scriptural baptism,
just as is true of the Lord’s supper. Speaking of baptism,
Paul says, “Ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine. . . Being then made free. from sin, ye became ser-
vants of righteousness.” (Rom. 6:17-18; cf. 6:3-4.) Since bap-
tism must be “from the heart,” or prompted by the con-
science, it is not merely a bodily act. (1 Pet. 3:20-21.) To
say a literal, physical, act could not affect the soul, is to
say the blood of Christ was shed in vain—for that blood
was physical, literal blood, just as much as mine or yours.
And yet it was shed “for the remission of sins.” (Matt.
26:28.) The physical act was unto our salvation. So is our
obedience which is from the heart. (Heb. 5:8-9.)

Our Spirit Born
We cannot overemphasize the fact that the new birth
is for the inward man, and not just the outward, nor a
matter of “formality.” Those baptized without the inward
and proper preparation of heart and spirit, need to be bap-

tized over, as the twelve at Ephesus were. (Acts 18:24 to
19:7))

The “Wind” Illustration
It is the inward and invisible man which is born again,
as Jesus taught. When Nicodemus thought and talked only
about a natural, physical birth, Jesus used the “wind” il-
lustration. He said, “The wind bloweth where it listeth,
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and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every one
that is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8.) He did not say, “So
does the Holy Spirit operate in the new birth.” But he said,
“So is every one that is born of the Spirit.” They could not
see the wind coming and going, like clouds; neither can
one see the spirit of man being born of the Holy Spirit.
As it comes out of satan’s kingdom, it is invisible; and no
man sees it as it is translated into the kingdom of Christ.
(Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9.)

How Begotten?

Since becoming a Christian is similar to a birth, how is
one begotten so as to be born again? Paul says, “I have
begotten you through the gospel.” (1 Cor. 4:15.) This is why
he wrote, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that be-
lieveth.” (Rom. 1:16.)

But some one may be ready to ask, “Is the gospel the
Spirit?” No; but the gospel was revealed and confirmed
by the Spirit. It was preached “with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven.” (1 Pet. 1:12) The Spirit guided the
apostles “into all truth” as they preached the gospel. (John
16:13; 14:26.) They spoke “as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.” (Acts 2:4; 1 Cor. 2:13.) The gospel was, and is, the
very word and message of the Holy Spirit.

In order, then, for the sinner to be born again, he must
be begotten by the gospel. (1 Cor. 4:15.) James says,
“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth.” (Jas.
1:18.) This is why the gospel must be przached “to every
creature” in “all the world,” in order to salvation. (Mark
16:15-16.)

Word of the Spirit
To be “born of the Spirit” is to be born by the word of
the Spirit—to be begotten “through the gospel,” and by
“obeying the truth.” Peter says, “Ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth. . . being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of .God.
which liveth and abideth forever.” (1 Pet. 1:22-23.)
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This is the way the Spirit operates upon the heart (spirit)
of man in the new birth. He does not miraculously make
men children of God. If he operated in that way, he would
make all men children of God, and salvation would be un-
conditional on man’s part. Instead, men are begotten and
born again by the word, or gospel—and not by a direct and
miraculous work upon the sinner.

“Born of the Spirit”

“So is every one that is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8.)
What does it mean to be ‘“born of the Spirit?” Well, it cer-
tainly means that the new birth is brought about through
the leadership—through the agency and work of—the Holy
Spirit; it means that the Holy Spirit makes people children
of God. You just could not get less than that from this
statement: “Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John
3:5.) “So is every one that is born of the Spirit”’ (v. 8) shows
that the Holy Spirit has something to do in the new birth,
to make us children of God. The apostle Paul said, “As
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” (Rom. 8:14.) To be “born of the Spirit” (John 3:8)
one must be led by the Spirit. When a man has been “led”
by the Spirit of God, he is a “son” of God, he is a child of
God. The Holy Spirit’s work in the process of the new birth
is defined as “leading” us—which he does through the in-
spired word he revealed. Those who follow as the Spirit
guides, have the new birth, or are “born of the Spirit.” The
Holy Spirit, then, makes us children of God. There is no
controversy about that, I presume, among any of us.

We all admit the fact that the new birth is “of the Spir-
it.” But the question is: HOW does the Holy Spirit make
us children of God? Does he do it directly, or does he do
it indirectly? Does he do it without medium, or does he
operate through the medium of divine truth? Well, let me
illustrate it. My right hand may represent the Holy Spirit,
and my left hand may represent the heart of the sinner.
All of us agree that the Holy Spirit must operate upon the
heart of the sinner and bring about the new birth. The
question is: HOW does he do it? Does he do it this way
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(author strikes his left hand directly with the right hand)?
Does the Spirit operate directly upon the heart? —with
no medium through which to work—a direct operation?
That is the way the denominational people of the world
think the Holy Spirit operates.

Or, does the Holy Spirit operate on the sinner’s heart
through the medium of divine truth, like this (with the
Bible in his right hand, author strikes the Bible against
his left palm)? Does the Holy Spirit use the truth to con-
vert, leaving man to be a free moral agent, to accept or
reject? —or is it miraculous, like this (again author strikes
left hand directly with right)? Will all those be converted
whom he wants converted, and nobody be converted whom
the Spirit doesn’t want converted? Does the Holy Spirit de-
cide the whole proposition, leaving man to be nothing but
a mere machine to be operated upon?

How is it brought about? Well, let us note the Scriptures
on it: “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth”
(striking the left hand with the Bible being held in- his
right hand). (Jas. 1:18.) There is the begetting in the new
birth: “Of his own will begat he us. . .” How? Is it “with-
out the word of truth,” this way (striking the left hand
directly with the right)? No! No! It is this way (striking
left hand with the Bible held in the right hand). James
says, God “begat . . . us with the word of truth.”

Take Peter’s statement: “Being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed; but of incorruptible, by the”—direct opera-
tion of the Holy Spirit? No! No! That is not the way it is!
Well, how is it, Peter? He said, “Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God”
—(striking hand with the Bible)—‘“which liveth and abid-
eth forever.” (1 Pet. 1:23.)

The Word By the Spirit
“Well,” says one, “the word of God is not the Spirit.” I
know that; and this Bible here is not my right hand, either!
But my right hand was “operating” on my left hand
through the Bible—my right hand was doing it, but was
doing it through the medium of the Bible. The Bible is
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actually the thing that contacted my left hand; and simi-
larly, the Holy Spirit converts the sinner—but he does it
through his word. So, Peter says “the gospel was preached
. . . with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” (1 Pet.
1:12.) Hence, Paul says, “The gospel . . . is the power of God
unto salvation.” (Rom. 1:16.) The Bible says, “Receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls.” (Jas. 1:21.) And speaking of the gospel, Paul said,
“By which also ye are saved.” (1 Cor. 15:2.)

So, the new birth is brought about by the Holy Spirit
through the word that he revealed and confirmed through
the apostles, and left on record in the revelation that we
have, which is a revelation of the Holy Spirit, his very mes-
sage—the gospel, the “good news” of salvation, through
Christ. That’s what it means to be “born of the Spirit.”

After we have been born of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit
dwells in us because we have been born of the Spirit. Paul
said, “Because ye are sons”’—because you have become chil-
dren of God, because you have had the new birth—“Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” (Gal. 4:6.) The
Spirit doesn’t come and dwell in our hearts until after he
has converted us (through the medium of divine truth),
and made the heart a fit place in which to dwell. But then
he comes into a clean heart which he himself cleansed
through the medium of divine truth, so that Jesus could
say, “Ye are clean through the word which I have spoken
unto you” (striking left hand with Bible held in right hand).
(John 15:3.) The gospel is the power. (Rom. 1:16.)

Spirit Uses the Word

The Spirit does not operate directly upon the sinner. But
the Holy Spirit uses the gospel, or word of God, and the
sinner is begotten by the word. He uses the moral and
suasive power, the power of the gospel, to bring about the
birth of the Spirit. Men are converted by the powerful
facts, commands, threats, and promises of the gospel, which
includes the whole story of Jesus and his love—the sweet-
est story ever told or heard!'
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Power In The Word

There was power enough in the devil’s word—the devil’s
lie—to lead man away from God, and make him a child of
the devil. (Gen. 2:17-18; 3:1-6; 1 Tim. 2:11-14; 2 Cor. 11:1-3.)
And there is power enough in the word of God, the gospel
of Christ, to bring man back to God and make him a child
of God. (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 4:15; Jas. 1:18, 21; 1 Cor. 15:1-4.)
The devil did not miraculously and directly operate on
man, to get him into sin; neither does God, nor the Holy
Spirit, operate directly and miraculously upon man to make
him a child of God. The new birth (conversion) is a moral
and spiritual change, and is brought about by moral and
spiritual means—the gospel of Christ. O! There are so many
people who need to know this!

Born By Faith

Man is born again by faith, and not by the gospel while
he rejects and disbelieves it. Only believers are given
“power to become” the sons of God, or to be born again.
(John 1:11-12.) Some believed on Jesus (John 8:30-32), but
would not obey him, and Jesus called them the “children”
of the devil later in the chapter. (v. 44.) Faith alone did not
make them children of God. Repentance is “unto life”
(Acts 11:18), which shows that one cannot be born again
(have life) without it.

Born of Water

The penitent believer must be “baptized into Christ” in
order to be a child of God by faith. Unto members of the
churches of Galatia, Paul wrote: “Ye are”—present tense
—“all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as have been baptized”—past perfect tense—
“into Christ have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:26-27.) Here the
apostle called them children of God, but not until after
they had been moved by faith to be baptized into Christ,
where they were “all one in Christ Jesus.” (v.28.) “If any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” (2 Cor. 5:17.) There-
fore Paul said, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?”
(Rom. 6:3.)
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Water Baptism

But some one may be saying, “That would make water
baptism a part of the new birth.” Well, Jesus said, “Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.) How could “born of
water’ mean “born without water?” If born “of water”
means “born without water,” then “born of the Spirit” (v.6),
must mean “born without the Spirit!” Of course, it does
not in either case mean “without.” One is “born of water”
and “of the Spirit” (John 3:5) when he is taught and “led”
(Rom. 8:14) by the Holy Spirit to believe in Christ, repent,
confess Christ, and be baptized “for the remission of sins.”
(Acts 2:36-38; 8:35-39.)

Raised From Burial

When Christ was raised from his burial and from his
grave, he was said to be ‘“the firstborn from the dead.”
(Col. 1:18.) His resurrection from the burial was a “birth”
from the dead. Our resurrection in baptism is a “birth” of
water, as taught and led by the Spirit. We are said to be
“buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with with him.” (Col. 2:12.) This resurrection in baptism
is a birth of water. “We are buried with him by baptism
into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4.) Here we get the new life
(“newness of life’’) after being “born of water and of the
Spirit”’—after coming forth from the water and from the
burial in baptism.

Very Important

This new birth is so very important, that I would like to
persuade men, as Paul did. (2 Cor. 5:11.) Many now do not
realize the need of it, even as Nicodemus did not. Christ
said to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again.” (John 3:7.)
He had not been born again.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a member of the biggest “de-
nomination” then in existence. (John 3:1.) But he had not
had the new birth! (John 3:3, 5, 7.) Many now in the denom-
inations have never been “born of water and of the Spirit,”
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and are not in the kingdom of God. They never will be, un-
less they obey the gospel. (John 3:5; 1 Pet. 4:17; 2 Thess.
1:6-9.)

Nicodemus was a “ruler of the Jews”—an intelligent and
educated man! He held a good position, and was a religious
leader of his people. (John 3:1.) But he had not had the new
birth! (John 3:3, 5, 7.) Not many of the great men of earth,
men of the elite class, have had the new birth. (1 Cor. 1:25-
27.)

Nicodemus believed in God, and said Christ was a teach-
er “come from God.” (John 3:2.) He was no atheist, nor in-
fidel. But his “faith” alone did not make him a child of
God, for he still needed the new birth. (John 3:3, 5, 7.) Faith
must obey and include baptism, in order to save, or bring
“remission of sins” and the new birth—the birth “of water”
and ‘“of the Spirit.” (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:15-16; John 3:5;
Acts 22:16.)

Nicodemus was not only a religious man, a member of
a big “church,” a religious leader of his “denomination,”
an intelligent man, and a believer in God: but he was not
a modernist nor a liberalist! He did not quibble against
miracles and signs done by Christ and his disciples. He
said, “No man can do these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him.” (John 3:2.) Believing that Christ
wrought miracles, which established his claim to be the Son
of God, Nicodemus believed in Christ. (John 20:30-31.) But
he had not had the new birth! He did not “believe” obedi-
ently. He, like many today, did not believe Christ’s teach-
ing about the new birth. (John 3:11-12.) Many now claim
to “believe” in Christ, while they reject what he says.
(John 12:48; Mark 16:15-16.)

Nicodemus believed that God was with Christ. (John
3:2.) Yet Nicodemus would not stand with Christ! He was
like many others who “believed” in Christ, but would not
“confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:
for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of
God.” (John 12:42-43.) To be ashamed of Christ is to stay in
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sin, and remain a child of Satan. (Matt. 10:32-33; Mark
8:38; Rom. 1:14-16.)

It seems that Nicodemus wanted to be some sort of “se-
cret disciple”—at that time. Three times the record says he
came to Jesus “by night.” (John 3:2; 7:50; 19:39.) He was,
perhaps, like Joseph, who later was “a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly for fear of the Jews.” (John 19:38.) But we
know that Nicodemus at first was not a child of God. (John
3:3, 5, 7.) A “secret” disciple is a false disciple. (John 8:30-
32; Mark 8:37-38.)

Finally, we may say Nicodemus was a “good” moral
man, even a good religious man. But his religion was vain,
and his morality did not make him a child of God. He
needed the new birth, without which no man can enter the
kingdom of God. “Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John
3:5.)

It’'s The Truth!

Jesus, in introducing the new birth, said, “Verily, verily
. .. ” This means, “Truly, truly,” or “It’s the truth, it’s the
truth. . .” Then he said a man “cannot see the kingdom of
God” or “cannot enter into the kingdom of God” without
the new birth. Friends, do you believe the Son of God?
“He that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life.” (John 3:36,
AS.V)



BORN OF GOD AND LED BY THE SPIRIT

We are to study one of the most difficult passages in the
Bible—one that is so often misunderstood that some inter-
pretations given it actually deny what it says. This is the
text: “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;' for
his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he
is born of God.” (1 John 3:9.) John says in the next verse
that “in this the children of God are manifest, and the chil-
dren of the devil.” Every man shows what he is by the life
that he lives.

Out of the Sinning Business

Jesus Christ came into this world to get us out of the sin-
ning business. The apostle Peter said, “Repent ye therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts
3:19.) Then, in verse 26, “God, having raised up his Son
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one
of you from his iniquities.” We must repent, which means:
“A change of mind for the better, heartily to amend, with
abhorrence of one’s past sins.” (Thayer.) Repentance is such
a change of mind, and heart, and purpose as will get us
away from sin, away not only from the love of sin and from
the purpose to sin, but immediately get us away from the
wilful practice of sin. It will eventually separate us from
the power of sin, and the thralldom of it, and get us away
from the powerful habit of sinning, and make us more and
more like Jesus as we grow in the Christian graces. That
is the purpose of Jesus’ coming. Had it not been for this
fact, God could have had universal salvation. If nothing
is necessary in going to heaven other than just pardon or
forgiveness of sins, we could have had that for all mankind,
if no conversion were needed. But heaven would have been
populated with unconverted people, with wilful sinners,
people who love sin and revel in it; and heaven would have
been no better than the devil’s hell as far as the environ-

(19)
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ment would have been concerned. Therefore, heaven would
have been spoiled and ruined, just as man has spoiled and
ruined this world by sin. Man would have spoiled heaven,
too, because God could have raised the bodies of every lost
and sinful and wicked man, woman, boy, and girl on earth
and given them glorified bodies, if that is all that it takes
to get people to heaven.

But man has a soul or a spirit as well as a body. Paul
said, “Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God’s.” (1 Cor. 6:18-20.) The spirit is to become a new
creature. Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; but that which is born of the Spirit”—meaning the
Holy Spirit—“is spirit”—our spirit. He says it is the spirit
of man that is born again. Materialists do not believe that
a man has a soul or a spirit as a living thing. Jesus said,
“Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul.” (Matt. 10:28.) Here we learn that the soul has
life just the same as the body. The body has life, and it
can be killed; but the soul has life, and it cannot be killed.
So man has within him a living soul, a living spirit that
will not die when the body dies. Hence, Jesus said, “Fear
him, which after he hath killed”—has killed the body—
“hath power to cast into hell; Yea, I say unto you, fear
him.” (Luke 12:4, 5.) So man has a spirit; and this spirit
must be converted. In its very purposes of heart, it must
be turned away from the business of sinning, in order to
be fitted for heaven and immortal glory.

Soul Changed in Conversion

All the change that the soul, the spirit of man, will ever
receive must be received in conversion, and as we live the
Christian life. We must become Christ-like in life, not in
the resurrection. It is plainly taught in the Bible that in the
resurrection man will get a different body and that will
be a miraculous change! Christ shall “change our vile body”
and fashion it “like unto his glorious body.” (Phil. 3:20, 21.)
By His almighty power, God will see to that. “This corrup-
tible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put
on immortality,” Paul says. “Behold, I show you a mystery.
We shall not all sleep”—we as Christians will not all die,
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some will be alive when Jesus comes and they will escape
death—*“but we shall all be changed.” There will be a
change for the body. “This mortal must put on immortal-
ity,” but there will be no change at that time for the soul.
The soul must get its change in conversion, in growing in
grace, in living the Christian life, and as we get ready for
heaven by a continual process of conversion. So Paul says
to Christians, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind .” (Rom. 12:1, 2.)
We are not through with the process of transformation
when we are initially converted.

When I was a young man we used to sing, “O, the best
life to live is the life of a Christian, serving the Lord Most
High. O, the best life to live is the life of a Christian, ready
to live or die.” That is a great Bible truth, and we have
nothing but pity for people who prefer some other way of
life. So, as we live the Christian life, we are being trans-
formed and changed and better fitted and prepared for a
heavenly society. Death and the resurrection of the body
affect the body only; the spirit will not be affected at all.
If you are expecting some great miraculous change to take
place in your soul and make it fit for heaven when Jesus
comes, you have been deceived. So, let us therefore empha-
size (as God has emphasized it) the importance of a new
birth, and of transformation. This takes place in medita-
tion upon God’s word and devout study thereof. In spirit-
ual worship, our spirit—the whole inward man—is involved
in singing, praying, and worshipping out of the overflow,
not in a mechanical sort of a worship that becomes a curse
instead of bestowing a blessing.

Make Preparation Now
Jesus came to fit our souls, our spirits, for heaven. “Pre-
pare to meet thy God.” (Micah 4:12.) Prepare for the judg-
ment; prepare for eternity; get ready. We are here just long
enough to make preparation. We are deciding now—today,
tonight—we are all deciding where we will be billions and
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billions of years from now. We therefore should not allow
this world to detract, and decoy, and lead us astray, nor
cause us to forget the most important thing that there is
in life—that is, that we are to get ready to really live with
God hereafter. If our souls are not ready, we just can’t go
to heaven, for God is not going to allow the wicked in
heaven to spoil it, like they have spoiled this world and
this environment down here. We read in Psalm 9:17, “The
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God.”

This being the very purpose of the coming of Christ, the
angel said, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall
save his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21.) He came to
get us out of the sinning business. He came to save us from
sin, from the love of it, and away from the wilful practice
of it. So it should be our determination and purpose to sin
no more. Our purposes and our hearts are pure. “Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” (Matt. 5:8.)
That is what Jesus came to do. He came to turn us away
from the love and the wilful practice of sin. He came to
get us out of the sinning business, just as a man may make
up his mind to get out of one sort of business and get into
another which he thinks would be better for him and more
profitable. And so he gets out of one business to get into
another business. He no longer is wilfully following the old
practice, the old business. He is in a new work and a new

sort of life, trying to find for himself a richer and better
life.

Vocation To Serve God

Man’s business is to serve God. Paul said, “Walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called.” (Eph. 4:1, 2.)
Being Christians is our vocation. Everything else is an avo-
cation, a sideline, something we may do or may not do. If
it is something clean and right within itself we may do it
or may not. A physician’s business, his vocation, is the prac-
tice of medicine. Day or night when he can administer to
the welfare of mankind, he stands obligated. He has de-
voted his life to serve, so that he will minister to those who
are in need of his services. And we stand pledged to God
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Almighty that as Christians we will not commit any sin
whatsoever. Our purposes are pure; our hearts are clean.
We may not perfectly live up to it, but we will do the best
we can and then God will do the rest. God wants us to do
now that which will keep us out of sin later.

You know sin sometime grows in clusters, like grapes.
And to commit one of them is to invite all the others to
come in and cluster round about. Unbelief, for instance, is
a root sin and out of that sin grows a great cluster of sins
Israel, at first, believed God. (Psalm 106:12.) But by the
time you get to verse 24, it says, “They believed not his
word.” They had lost their faith and with the loss of faith,
there came in all the sins that are the products of unbelief.
God wants to get us away from those things which cause
people to sin, such as the love of sin, and the purpose to sin.
Covetousness is a root sin. It brings into our hearts and
lives a great variety, or cluster of sins, because they per-
fectly fit into and grow in the hot-bed of covetousness.
(1 Tim. 6:5-17.)

Preventive Righteousness

We hear much about preventive medicine. The doctors
are not just interested in curing diseases, but they are in-
terested in preventing disease. But many members of the
church are not enough interested in preventive righteous-
ness. We believe in preventing diseases, and we therefore
try to eat, exercise, and so live as to promote good health.
We want to prevent sickness. We know that doctors can
usually cure us if we are sick. But they can also prevent
diseases. They have just about done away with smallpox
as a result of vaccination—preventive treatment. And ty-
phoid has largely been eradicated as a result of preventive
medicine—preventive treatment. And so it should be in the
religious life. If we are wise in the way of Christian living,
much sin can be prevented. “The way of transgressors is
hard.” (Prov. 13:15.) DeWitt Talmadge visited Sing Sing
prison, and looking back as he entered the big doors, he
saw a big sign: Proverbs 13:15, “THE WAY OF TRANS-
GRESSORS IS HARD.” He said to his guide, “Man, in the
name of God, why don’t you put that on the outside to keep
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people from coming in here?” And the reply was given,
“You look after those on the outside. We will try to look
after those on the inside. We want those in here to know
that the way of transgressors in here is hard—that if they
do not submit to the rules regulating the prison itself, it
will be hard on them. That is what we mean. You put it
outside. You advertise it out there. We will emphasize it
in here but it is true everywhere.” “The way of transgres-
sors is hard.”

We are interested in prevention. We are interested in pre-
vention concerning poverty. Henry Ford made the great
statement that he had rather give people an opportunity to
work so they could earn a livelihood, and prevent poverty,
than to give millions to the poor. It seems that we are right
on the border of inflation. Our citizens and statesmen are
frightened. They don’t want us to get into another depres-
sion, and we don’t want the experience. Isn’t it so much bet-

ter and wiser for us to prevent a depression than to get out
of it?

I had pneumonia in 1910. I got over it but I would have
been so much better off if I had not had it. I have a scar
on one of my lungs now nearly as big as a dollar that I
did not know I had until less than ten years ago, when I
had my lungs X-rayed. You can sin. You can get forgiveness
provided you can obey—provided you can repent. Don’t
trifle with sin. Don’t expose yourself and have pneu-
monia unnecessarily. We now have penicillin which will
cure pneumonia in nearly all cases. We had no real cure
at the time I had it. One out of every three who had pneu-
monia in 1910 died, and that is a narrow risk to run, isn’t it?
So it is much better not to have pneumonia, not to have a
scar, than to have the disease and get over it. It is so much
better not to sin than to sin and get forgiveness, even if you
could be sure that you would be good enough of heart to
repent and to obtain forgiveness.

Can Fall Away
There are those who can’t repent. People can go to the
point where they can’t get well of some disease. They can
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abuse the body where they can’t live longer as a result of
such abuse. They can go so far in sin that they can’t turn
back. You can go past the “point of no return.” When Colo-
nel Lindbergh was flying in his initial flight over the great
Atlantic in his Lone Eagle plane, he felt somewhat safe and
secure as long as he had gas enough that he could turn
around and come back. Finally he passed what he called
the “point of no return” and there his life was at stake. He
knew that he must make it from there to the other shore
on what gas he had. We can pass the point of no return.
We can get to the point where we can’t turn back and we
need to know that.

In Hebrews 6:4-6: “For it is impossible for those who
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world
to come, if they shall fall away,” (the American Standard
Version says, “and then fell away”—that it is impossible)
“to renew them again unto repentance.” If it is impossible
to renew them, it is impossible for them to be renewed, and
thus people can reach a point where they can’t come back.
They have fallen away and it is impossible to bring them
back. Now, so long as one has not fallen “away”—has not
given up faitb—he can come back. (Luke 8:13.) He
can be renewed. He can be restored. Jesus said to
the church at Ephesus that had left its first love
but still held on to faith in Christ and to the di-
vinity of the gospel and of the church and of their
religion, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fall-
en, and repent, and do the first works.” They had fallen
—could return. But when they “fall away” that is different.
If a man falls on the deck of a ship, he may get up. But if
he falls overboard and “falls away”—the word “away” dis-
connects him from the ship—then he may not be rescued.
And so when people simply fall—fall into sin, still believe
in God, still believe in Christ, have their faith yet—they
can come back and they can be renewed. But there is that
danger that we may go beyond the point of no return, and
therefore he pleads with people not to do that. We read of
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some who had gone beyond the point of return in their wil-
ful practices of sin, “Having eyes full of adultery, and that
cannot cease from sin.” (2 Peter 2:14.) When people get to
where they cannot quit the sinning business, they are gone!
They are lost forever. There isn’t any hope for them if they
get where they can’t cease from sin. So people can get so
in love with sin that all sense of honor, and of the spiritual
has been destroyed within them, with their hearts so hard-
ened, and their consciences so seared the gospel won’t reach
them.

Gospel Only Power God Uses

God has no other power that he uses in reaching men
other than the gospel. God has miraculous, creative power.
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
(Gen. 1:1.) But he does not use that miraculous power in
converting men. God has proposed to convert us through
the persuasive power of the gospel. Paul said it is the power
of God unto salvation. (Rom. 1:16.) God has other power
but he doesn’t use it in saving men. He deals with us as
free moral agents, as creatures of responsibility and ac-
countability and hence he appeals to us to be saved and
he has stipulated that salvation must be upon certain con-
ditions and these conditions are not for God’s benefit. They
are not meritorious. They do not earn salvation to any de-
gree. It is entirely of grace in the sense that we don’t pay
for it. It is conditional on our part. And it is not all grace
in the sense that it includes our obedience; but our obedi-
ence is itself also of grace in the sense that the gospel pro-
duces the obedience. God through his revelation has brought
us to salvation, the gospel has brought us there, and hence
faith is a part of grace in that sense; and repentance, con-
fession, and baptism are all parts of grace—God’s divine
means that are graciously bestowed to bring us to Christ.
Salvation is actually as much then a gift of God as if it
had been unconditional. The reason that it is conditional
is that the conditions are for our benefit, not to pay God
for salvation. They fit us for heaven, and if it were not
conditional on our part and God were to save us uncon-
ditionally, he would simply be pardoning and forgiving
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spiritual criminals and turning them loose on the society
of heaven eventually to spoil heaven. This is the same con-
clusion we reached awhile ago from another reasoning
viewpoint.

And so you can see why it is we have the gospel, why
we have the church, why we have Christianity: it is to get
us away from the sinning business and to get us fit for
heaven. It is a prepared place, therefore, for a prepared
people. If we don’t prepare, we just can’t go. He won’t per-
mit us to spoil it and ruin the place with sin. And we would
be miserable there anyway if we had not been converted.
People who don’t love services like this, who do not love
the praise of God in song and prayer, who do not love to
worship God and serve him now, would not be changed
one whit by being in heaven. They would still hate right-
eousness if they were in heaven. They would want the old
gang, they would want the old sins, and the old lust satis-
fied, for the spirit would still be the same. It would not
be changed.

The new birth, then, is to get us out of the sinning busi-
ness, make us new, make us over, so that we won’t wilfully
sin. That is what John is teaching in our text. I have laid
this background so that you can appreciate I John 3:9.

Consider Context

May I suggest that all passages of scripture should be
studied in the light of the entire revelation of God. We
should study any given statement in the light of all that God
has said from the first verse of the Bible to the last one.
Our conception of its meaning and interpretation thereof
should be in harmony with all that God has ever revealed
and said concerning the matter under consideration. And
then we should study a given statement, and especially one
that is hard to be understood, in the light of the book in
which it is found. For each book of the Bible had a general
purpose—an overall sort of a purpose for its very existence.
And then the statement should be considered in the light
of its own immediate context as well. What is being said
at the time the statement is made? What is he there talking
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about? To whom is he speaking? And who is speaking?
And under what circumstances is he speaking? All of those
things will help us to understand difficult passages of scrip-
ture. And we should study any word of the text that may
be difficult to understand.

A Difficult Text

I John 3:9: “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin.” I think the hard word here, the key word to unlock
the situation and give us understanding, is the word “com-
mit.” “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.”
What did he mean by it? Well, the word commit is from
a Greek tense that is in the present indicative. It means
to “practice,” as in the Living Oracles and other transla-
tions. “Whosoever is begotten of God doth not practice sin;
for his seed remaineth in him and he cannot sin; because he
is begotten of God.” Well, what is the meaning? “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16.)
When you trust in that promise, you are risking everything
in this world and in the world to come on it. That is faith
and that’s what he is talking about. Now then, when a man
has done that and has repented of all his sins, has faith
enough to turn from sin, he will say, like Noah said to the
old world, “Goodbye.” (That’s what he was saying by every-
thing he did in building the ark. “Goodbye old world—I'm
going to be done with you, I'm turning my back on you.
I’'m going to enter the ark and through the ark, I'm going
to come into a new world. So, goodbye old world.”) And
until a man says that, he has never repented. He isn’t fit
to be baptized. Many people get nothing but a wetting
when they are baptized. They go down into the water dry
and come up wet. That is the only change they get. They
go right on living the same old life, telling the same lies
over again and again, committing adultery and stealing and
defrauding and being dishonest and hating, hating God and
the Bible and showing their contempt by the very lives
that they wilfully live and by continuing on in their wil-
ful and purposeful practice of sin itself. They're in the sin-
ning business and they’re not born of God and John is tell-
ing us that when he says “whosoever is born of God doth
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not practice sin.” If you say you are born of God and you
are the same old sinner still, you are not born of God.
That’s what he is telling you.

He is trying to keep these brethren from being deceived
and deluded into thinking they are children of God for
some other reason than being born again—born of God.
That is why children of God are new people. They have a
new love, new affection. They have new ambitions and
aspirations. They now have a new hope for they have a
new life. Hence, inwardly, they are Christlike now. They
hate sin and they love righteousness. They hate their own
sins. They hate the sins of the wife or the husband. They
hate the sins of the children. The children hate the sins of
the parents. They’re against the sinning business every-
where. All-you have to do is identify a thing as sinful and
a faithful child of God is against it.

Be Against Sin .

President Coolidge was a man of few words. One Sunday
his wife was sick. He went to the denominational church
of which he was a member. When he returned, the follow-
ing conversation took place, “How were the services?”
“Good.” “How was the sermon?” “Good.” “What did the
preacher talk about?” “Sin.” “What did he say about it?”
“He was against it.” That was the end of it. He was of so
few words; but he said a mouthful, didn’t he? He said the
preacher was against sin. You can’t say that about some
church members, can you? They are not against the sin-
ning business. They are against certain sins. They are
against all sins except their pet sins. You know some people
have pet sins. And they say, “You can preach all you want
to—just stay off my pet sins. But when you get on my sins,
then I don’t like it.” Well, what does he like? He likes his
pet sin, and he is a wilful sinner.

Now I want to say this, and I’m not just a young preach-
er saying this because it came to mind. I've been saying
it for nearly 50 years. A man who will wilfully practice one
sin is going to hell if he does not repent of it—if he does
not correct it and get away from that purpose—he is going
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to hell. You say not many people are going to heaven. I
don’t think you are right about that. I think there are liter-
ally millions of people who really are not wilfully practic-
ing any sin. It is not my purpose to ever sin. David swore
to it that he would not commit sin. And yet I can’t get a
lot of my brethren to even promise themselves, much less
promise God, that they won’t sin. There isn’t a sin in the
catalog that I am willing to ever practice or ever commit
a single time. Now you say, “You claim perfection!” Oh,
no. But all the defect has got to be in my inability, in my
weakness, in my ignorance, it has got to be somewhere
other than in my heart. I'm not going to be a wilful sinner.
I don’t know of a commandment in God’s word that I am
not doing my best to obey and I don’t know of anything
he has forbidden that I even want to practice.

A man said, “You need the second blessing.” I said,
“What do you mean by the second blessing?” He said, “You
need to reach the point where the ‘want-to-sin’ is taken out
of your heart.” I said, “Conversion did that for me. I got
that blessing when I got what you call the first blessing.”
That is what conversion does for a man. It turns him away
from the desire to sin and from the purpose to sin and the
will to sin and makes him pure and clean in his very heart.
A heart that says, “Lord, I'll give up all my sins but my
alcohol, I'm not going to give that up.” or “I'll give up all
my sins except adultery,” has not repented—he is not con-
verted. He may have been baptized, but he just got wet. He
is not saved. And if he goes on living like that, he is deluded
if he thinks he is a child of God. God doesn’t save men who
have the purpose to commit any sin. If he could permit a
man to purpose to commit one sin and be a child of God,
he could permit another to commit two sins and another
three’ and another a thousand and another all the sins in
the catalog, and let them be children of God. No, God
doesn’t want us to come to the judgment with the love of
sinning in our hearts. So people need to be converted. You
can see what John means, “Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin”—he doesn’t practice sin.

The word “commit” here is from the Greek word used.
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in James 4:12-14, “Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomor-
row we will go into such a city, and continue there a year,
and buy and sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even
a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.” “I’ll go to such a city and continue:there a year and
buy and sell. . .” “Whoever is born of God doth not commit
sin”—doth not “continue” in sin. And that is the truth of
the passage, I John 3:9. That means then that if we are
Christians, if we are really children of God—have been
born again—that we’re not continuing in sin. We gave it
up when we obeyed the gospel.

Away From the Purpose To Sin

We died to the love and the practice of sin. We resolved
to turn from it and to get out from under it, as fast as God
could work through us and get us out. That is our purpose.
And so, in Romans 5, the closing verses, Paul said, “Where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound,” meaning that
the more people were sinful, the more they needed the favor
and grace of God through Jesus Christ and the more they
needed a Saviour. He knew somebody would jump to the
conclusion that, if we want the abundance of God’s grace,
we would have to be awful sinners to get it; hence, the
doctrine of the Bible would promote the sinning business.
So he says, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid.” That is, God forbid that we jump to
such an unscriptural conclusion. “How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?” (Rom. 6:1, 2.)

Yes, Christ came to get us out of the sinning business—
away from it. And if we will worship and serve God as we
ought, if we will study the Bible and fill our hearts with
it, learn from one another, be encouraged by each other,
and if we make our fellowship sweet and complete, it will
help us to stay out of the sinning business. We get out of
more and more of it through experience, and practice, as
we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we are changed into the image
of Christ, from glory to glory, from one state of glory to a
higher state of glory. (2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Peter 3:18.) All of that
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is involved in it. Getting out of the sinning business is the
purpose of conversion, and the purpose of our worship. It is
the purpose of prayer and the godly life—the whole of the
Christian life is to help us get more and more away from
sin, and into the work of the Lord. And that work itself
also helps us to get out of the sinning business.

We are away from the purpose to sin. We want to do
right. “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)
Cleanseth means God keeps us cleansed. ‘“Cleanseth us
from all sin.”

Away From Wilful Sin

Sometime ago, I was preaching in a gospel meeting and
the brother who opened the services that day prayed that
God would “forgive us of our many, many sins.” I thought,
“That is not the way Christians ought to pray, is it? If this
group is guilty of ‘many, many sins’ since they prayed last
night or this morning, they must be wilful sinners, and are
involved in the sinning business.” And I just didn’t feel that
I was a part of that sort of a group of people. I just did
not believe that represented that group properly. Then
the next brother who led a prayer had caught on to that
same old expression and he prayed likewise that God would
forgive us of our “many, many sins.” I thought, “What have
we done that is wrong, and so much of it, since we prayed
a few minutes ago? Just what have we done? Did he pray
in faith? Did the first man? Did the audience pray in faith
when they asked Him to forgive their many sins? What are
those many sins that they have committed in the last few
minutes? And they are now in worship. If they sin in wor-
chip like that, and commit other ‘many,many sins’ out of
worship, they must be wilful sinners.” And I'm afraid the
doctrine that people can be wilful sinners, and be Chris-
tians, is growing to be popular. And then the brother who
prayed at the table, instead of giving thanks, prayed that
we might be forgiven of our “many sins,” so that we would
be fit to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I don’t believe God
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is chalking up sin against me every day, much less every
two or three ticks of the watch like that.

God Will Keep Us Clean

I've heard denominational preachers say, “Churches of
Christ teach the doctrine that you're saved this moment;
but the next moment you will be lost, and you will be in
need of pardon again.” If you prayed a hundred times per
day would you need to pray for God to forgive you of your
“many, many sins” each time you pray? Jesus taught his
disciples to pray, “Forgive us our debts,” our “sins” (Matt.
6:12; Luke 11:4); but he had reference of course to all of
the sins down through life as we are penitent and humble
and prayerful—just keep us forgiven; keep us justified all
the way to heaven. That is the Christian life. Thus, “if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.” God will keep us cleansed be-
cause we are praying for him to keep us cleansed, to keep
us forgiven, and that is a penitent, humble, pure, clean at-
titude toward God. And a person like that ought to go to
heaven because he hates sin—his own sins. And he wants
God to keep him justified and saved and on the way to
heaven.

Try To Be Perfect

There are extremes. One is that a child of God can’t sin
at all. Well, that is a false interpretation of John’s state-
ment. This same apostle said in the next verse, “If we say
that we have no sin”—that is, that we never do anything
wrong, why then—“we deceive ourselves and the truth”
—God’s truth, God’s word—*is not in us.” We are ignorant
of the Bible if we say that. God says, “There is no man
that sinneth not.” (1 Kings 8:46.) And in Ecclesiastes 7:20,
“There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and
sinneth not.” In other words, there are no perfect people.
There is no man who is entirely out of the sinning business,
when it comes to the momentary acts of life. But a faithful
Christian wants to be perfect. “Let us go on unto perfec-
tion.” (Heb. 6:1.) Let us have maturity and perfection in
mind.
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A little child taking its first piano lesson would say, “I
want to play perfectly,” and will do its best. But the teacher
says in her heart, “He made an awful mess of it,” but gives
him a good grade—100 or an “A” or whatever the method
of grading the student—because he did his best. God is not
going to say at the judgment, “Well done, thou good and
perfect servant. Thou hast been perfect over a few things,
I’'ll make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into the
joys of the Lord.” If my Bible read like that, I'd want to
cry forever! There would be no grace sufficient to save
me and I don’t think it would reach all of you either! But
it is by the favor of God, his mercy and forgiving grace,
that we are saved and kept saved and kept on the way to
heaven. If lightning were to strike you and you had not
had time to pray since this morning, what about it? You
would go to heaven because if you hate sin and hate the
sinning business you are not wilfully living in sin. I'm liv-
ing in obedience to God. It is my all-consuming and rain-
bow purpose and plan in life never to commit a single sin.
That makes me a Christian. What about the practice of sin?
Like the little child, the practice is not up to the standard.
Thus, we grow into maturity and the life may never reach
that standard of perfection. “Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin,” that is, he does not practice sin or wilfully
sin. He is a changed man. He is a new creature. But that
does not mean that he is sinlessly perfect. It only means
that he hates sin, his own sins; and is trying to get away
from sin, and that he is no longer in rebellion against God.

To Whom God Will Not Impute Sin

Little children do wrong. They violate the word of God
just the same as adults. A little child, when he lies, does
wrong. God would be displeased if you parents were to
tell your children that it is right for them to lie, just be-
cause they are not accountable and responsible before God.
What is the difference? God does not chalk their sins up
against them. He does not chalk lying up against a child
for it is not accountable and responsible. It is not able to
do any better than it is doing. God does not chalk up steal-
ing against a little child. But the very day that a youth be-
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comes accountable before God, and responsible, God starts
chalking up sin against him and then he is lost, and is a
sinner before God. He will be eternally lost, just as any-
one else, if he dies without obeying the gospel and without
becoming a Christian. But God does not chalk up sin against
the faithful child of God. He keeps us justified. He keeps
us pardoned and forgiven of our sins. That is what Paul
meant when he said in Romans 4:8, “Blessed is the man to
whom God will not impute sin.”” The American Standard
Version says, “to whom God will not reckon sin.” What
does reckon mean? It means to count it, to chalk it up, to
put it on the record against one. “Blessed is the man to
whom God will not impute sin.” The Bible says, “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.” (1 John 1:8.) Everyone has sins, but he does
not have to be a wilful sinner. He will have enough of them
if he is sinning only through weakness and when doing the
best he can to overcome sin and to obey God in all matters.
He will still have some sins, but if he is penitent and pure
and clean in heart, in purpose of life, and is doing his best
to be like Jesus, then God will keep him cleansed and that
is the man to whom God will not impute, not reckon, not
chalk up sin.

It is encouraging to the Christian to know that he can
live the Christian life in spite of his weaknesses, and mis-
takes. If he is pure in heart, hates his sins and wants to live
right, God will see him through. So I do not hesitate to tell
the alcoholic that he can be a Christian. I do not hesitate
to tell the thief and the robber that he can become a Chris-
tian. I tell everybody that if he will obey the gospel, God
will forgive him and save him, and will keep him cleansed
so long as he is not wilfully sinning, so long s he is pure
in heart, he will see God. And God will not chalk up his
sins against him, because he is praying for continued for-
giveness every time he prays. Not, I've sinned so many sins
here in the last few moments, or in the last few days; but,
I want forgiveness for whatever sins I may commit while
not in the sinning business. That is what John means. (1
John 1:7, 8.)
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This is a field that is not being cultivated as it should be.
Many become discouraged. But some fellow may say, “Why
you preachers are hypocrites. You preach that if we will
obey the gospel we will be saved. What good will that do
us when the very first sin we commit we will fall from
grace, and Paul said you can’t be renewed unto repent-
ance.” And he says again, “If we sin wilfully, that there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.” They interpret this
to mean there is no more forgiveness. I had a debate with
one who affirmed this proposition: “The scriptures teach
that a child of God must succeed in living a perfect and
sinless life, in order to see God in peace, and go to heaven
when he dies.” Now you just think of a proposition like
that! The scriptures teach that a child of God must succeed
in living a perfect and sinless life in order to see God in
peace and to go to heaven when he dies. My first argument
in reply was that if that were so, every sin that a child of
God may commit, even through weakness, off-guard, or
under the stress and strain of some great temptation, in a
moment of great weakness—the weakest link in his char-
acter maybe—and that if he yields, it would be an unpar-
donable sin and that every sin that a child of God commits
would be an unpardonable sin. Thus, there would be no
hope for anybody, and we might as well cry forever. That
is exactly what the doctrine is. He quoted 1 John 3:9 to
prove that doctrine. That passage does not teach it. It sim-

ply teaches that we, as Christians, are out of the sinning
business.

Then there is another extreme, that one can wilfully sin
and die in murder, or in adultery, as a man did in Numbers
25, and still go on to heaven—die robbing a bank and go
to heaven—die drunk and go to heaven. This is the impos-
sibility of apostasy, and is another extreme.

Three Kinds of People
Now we close with this suggestion. There are three dif-
ferent characters, in God’s sight, as far as responsible beings
are concerned. There is the wilful sinner, the man who has
become accountable, responsible, and has not been saved,
never obeyed the gospel. He may have gotten drunk one
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time, just once, and he may have said, “I will never get
drunk any more.” And he may have prayed for God to for-
give him, but he did not forgive him. He may even be peni-
tent. But God does not save a man piecemeal-fashion, like
that. God never forgives a man of drunkenness to leave
him guilty of all his other sins. That is not God’s plan of
salvation. It is a perverted doctrine. He won’t forgive you
of any sin, until you repent of all sins, and resolve to obey
God in all matters, to the best of your ability. Your heart
is not even pure until you reach that decision. God chalks
up all sins against the alien sinner, and leaves them chalked
up against him until he obeys the gospel. If he never obeys
the gospel they will all remain chalked up against him, and
be imputed at the judgment bar of God, and will damn his
soul forever. They will remain piled up mountain-high
against him, millions of them—every impure thought, every
sin he ever did, even his sins of weakness, will be counted
against him for he had no forgiveness in his impenitence
and his life of wilful sin. So he is lost.

Then there is the backslider. God also chalks all of his
sins up against him, from the moment that he backslid,
from the moment he made up his mind to wilfully sin, and
go into sin, God started chalking them up against him. “If
we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.”
(Heb. 10:26.) Christ has made the only sacrifice that will
ever be made, and if you do not obey the terms of the
Lord, the second law of pardon, which involves repentance,
turning from sin, and prayer, that sacrifice Christ has made
will avail you nothing as a child of God. You will be as lost
as if he never had died for you if you backslide and wil-
fully or impenitently sin, and go back into sin. The Scrip-
ture says nothing remains “but a certain fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries.” (Heb. 10:27.) There is no hope for the
backslider if he dies in his sins. He is a wilful sinner. He
is impenitent. He sins wilfully and he stays in sin, if he
does not confess his wrongs. He can come back if he hasn’t
gone beyond the point of no return. Hence, we are warned
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not to harden our heart, nor to sear the conscience.

Then there is the third person, the faithful Christian, who
himself is imperfect. If, at the close of the construction of
a great skyscraper, the impartial judge should put his hand
upon the head of an old father who had had fifty years of
experience in constructing great skyscrapers, and his other
hand on the head of the son who had little experience in
such work, and is just an apprentice, the judge might be
able to say to both of them, “Well done, ye good and
faithful servants.” The son can be just as faithful as the
father. But if he were to put his hand upon the one who is
most nearly perfect, it would likely have to be on that old
father’s head. A new member of the church can be faithful.
He can stay with God and stay with the Christian life, and
do his best, just like anybody else, and he will be lost eter-
nally if he does not do it. There are some in the church
more nearly perfect than others, some more mature, of
course.

We're going to sing a hymn of encouragement. You can
be a Christian. Don’t you see you can? Will you come to-
night while we stand and sing the - hymn of invitation?



HOLY SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT
WORLD

Your presence is duly appreciated. My subject is one
concerning which there is more misunderstanding and
around which there has been thrown more mysticism, than
any other Bible subject. I feel very humble in approaching
this study, especially when I remember that we are study-
ing about the Holy Spirit. We can only know what is re-
vealed about the Holy Spirit. I may not even know all of
that. The Bible does not tell us all about God, all about
Christ, and-the Holy Spirit. God has revealed whatever is
necessary for us to know about the Holy Spirit, about God,
and about Christ, and perhaps all we can comprehend. In
Deuteronomy 29:29 we read, “The secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed be-
long unto us and to our children.” We want to confine our
study'to the things revealed and be satisfied with that.

Mysteries In Religion

There are great mysteries connected with our religion,
but they are over on the divine side. There is no mystery
about what to do to be saved, how to worship and serve
God, and to live the Christian life, and finally be able to go
home to God in heaven. The mystery is on the divine side,
and God will look after the mysteries. In 1 Timothy 3:16
he tells us, “Without controversy”’—meaning without any
argument, without any debate about it, there is nobody to
deny it, it is admitted by all who know anything about
religion—“without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness.” And he mentions some of those mysteries: “God
was manifest in the flesh”—which certainly has reference
to the virgin birth, a subject that we cannot fully compre-
hend; and then how that God—‘“was justified in the Spir-
it, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on

(39)
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in the world, received up into glory”’—great mysteries. We
can believe what -is said about these mysteries, but we
cannot fully comprehend them.

A World of Invisible Things

In the very first place, there is an invisible world. We’re
so prone to look at everything through material glasses
and are so secular and so materialistic that it is difficult
for us to conceive of a spirit world—an invisible world. But
even in our world there are things which are invisible. We
know about the atom and remember that the Hebrew writ-
er said, “Through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.” (Heb. 11:3.) The
things which are seen were made out of things which do
not appear—of invisible things—and this includes the
atoms, of course. Now nobody has ever seen an atom. We've
been able to make bombs out of the atom. We won the last
World War by using the atomic bomb, but we still have
never seen an atom. Though everything is made out of
atoms, we haven’t seen a single atom. And yet, all of us
know that they exist.

The same is true of other things that are invisible. I re-
member a man came from Thailand to the University of
Alabama to take some post graduate work. He was a grad-
uate of some university somewhere near Thailand, and
being a Buddhist, he was an atheist, and was brought by
a doctor’s wife, who was a friend of mine, for me to talk
to him. She thought I might be able to convert him. He said
he could not believe in God because he could not believe
in anything that he could not see. I asked him if he be-
lieved that there is such a thing as an atom, and he said
that he did. I said, “Did you ever see one?” He said, “No.”
“Well, do you have any evidence that anybody ever saw
one?” He said, “No.” I said, “Then, there are invisible
things!” Take the subject of gravity. No one has ever seen
gravity. It is an invisible thing. Yet it is connected with
our world. So right here in our world there are invisible
things. Also, we cannot see the wind. In John 3:8 we have
a clear statement concerning the wind that the “wind
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bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there-
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth.” They could not tell from which direction the wind
was coming and which way it would go because of the fact
that it is invisible. Had it been visible like clouds, an air-
plane, or something like that, you could tell which way it
was coming and which way it would go. Wind is invisible.
Our very homes and lungs are filled with invisible air.
There are things invisible.

Electricity is an invisible thing. You may say you see
lights produced by electricity. Yes, produced by it. But we
do not see electricity. We only see its product. Electricity
is invisible, and it is a great and mysterious thing, travel-
ing about 186,000 miles per second, surrounding this earth
at the equator about seven times in one second. There
are mysteries connected with a thing that can travel that
fast. But there are mysteries everywhere.

Some people refuse to believe in God because they can’t
see him, and reject the truth about the Holy Spirit because
he is invisible, and reject the Lord Jesus Christ because
he is now glorified, and has become an invisible being,
as far as we are concerned. We cannot look upon his glori-
ous presence with our human eyes and not be blinded as
was Saul of Tarsus (Acts 26), and as was John when he
beheld him in his glory when he appeared unto him (Rev.
1). There are invisible beings and things.

Gravity itself is suggested in Job 26:7 when the Lord
stretched “out the north over the empty place, and hangeth
the earth upon nothing.” It is now hanging up in space.
Here we are, millions of miles above stars and beneath
stars, stars all around us millions of miles away. We are
up here in orbit, going around the sun once a year, travel-
ing at tremendous speed—held up by what is commonly
called gravity, but the Bible calls it the power of God.
“Upholding all things by the word of his power.” (Heb.
1:3.) There are invisible things connected with this world.

Even our very minds are invisible. Nobody has ever
seen the human mind but that does not mean we are idiots
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—that we don’t know anything. Nobody has ever seen a
thought or an idea. But such things exist. We can see the
brain, but we can’t see the mind.

Right here in Dallas, once lived a preacher of the gospel
and defender thereof by the name of Joe Warlick. He was
about to catch a train out of the city to some point and a
little boy came into the depot with a Bible under his arm.
An atheist was sitting by who said, “What is that you have
under your arm?” The boy said, “My Bible.” “Well,” he
said, “you don’t believe in God, do you?” “O, yes,” he said,
“I believe in God.” “You go to Sunday School?” “Yes.”
“Did you ever see God?” “No.” “Did you ever contact him
with any of your five senses?” And he enumerated them.
“No.” “Well, how do you know there is a God, then?” Well,
the little fellow was very much embarrassed and Warlick
then took his part and said to the atheist, “Do you have
a mind or are you an idiot?” He said, “That is an insulting
question. Of course I have a mind.” “How do you know
you have a mind? Did you ever see it? Did you ever smell
it? Did you ever feel it? Did you ever taste it?”’ and so
forth. He said, “No.” “Well, you are an idiot then. You
can’t believe in God because you have never seen him,
and yet you claim to believe that you have a mind when
the facts are that you have never seen it either. According
to your logic and reasoning you would have to be an idiot,
to be consistent.” So there are those who claim they can’t
believe in God because of the fact they’ve not seen God.

There are invisible things and there is an invisible world
that we cannot see. We could not see those beings with
our naked eyes unless they assume some human shape or
form. Scientists now tell us that there are trillions of little
things in this world that we cannot see, even with our most
powerful microscopes. But there is a great world of living
beings which we cannot see. But we believe in them be-
cause we have proof of their existence, as we have of the
atom, without ever seeing one of them. So there is an in-

visible world of beings, and things not visible, some in
this world where we live.
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God Is Spirit

Therefore, it is not inconsistent for us to believe in the
Holy Spirit, an invisible being, and to believe in God and
to believe in angels and spirits. Traveling in Egypt we
had a guide who, immediately after we had started on
our journey from Cairo to the airport, said, “I presume
you are teachers.” I said, “Yes, and No.” “What do you
mean by ‘yes’ and ‘no’?” I said, “We are religious teachers.
Three of us are preachers.” (With my wife and me were
our son Flavil and Brother W. Gaddys Roy.) I said, “Three
of us are gospel preachers; so we’re teachers in that sense.”
“Yes,” he said, “and what church are you members of—
what religion have you embraced? Are you Mohammedans?
Catholics?” I said, “We’re not Jews nor Catholics, neither
are we Mohammedans. We are trying to be Christians only,
with no denominational affiliation, just following Christ
as Christians ought.” And he said, “I'm glad to meet you,
indeed. I have been a Christian for some time.” But we
had not gone very far until he said, “However, concerning
the matter of religion, I fear that the time is at hand when
no one in all the world will any longer believe in God.
We are just about to create life and if we succeed in doing
so, then the idea of God will be given up by all intelligent
people.” I said, “I don’t see how you can reach that con-
clusion from the premises. It takes so much intelligence
to create life that we have never been equal to the task, as
of now. We have never created life as of yet. We have
never had enough sense to do it. It takes so much intelli-
gence that we’ve never been able to create the tiniest form
of life. And if we were to succeed in creating life, it would
not shake my faith in the Bible one whit. It would, in fact,
confirm me in the belief that all life originates in back-
ground intelligence—and that no life comes by accident
and chance. We’ve never known any life to come by acci-
dent or chance. Spontaneous generation is a mere theory.
It has never been established. It is not a science. We know
nothing of such, it is nothing but an unproved theory.”
After he had attended to our business at the airport for
us he said he would go his way. But he came back in a
few minutes and said, “I want to apologize for the state-
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ment I made concerning the creation of life. I have been
thinking about it and I have decided, too, that if they suc-
ceed in creating life it will only prove that the first life
came from a great intelligence and therefore, of God.” Mr.
Edwin Conklin who is a great scientist and a biologist of
Princeton, made a statement that the idea that life orig-
inated from non-living matter by accident and chance, by
the blind forces of nature, guided by no intelligence, is
equal to the idea of the unabridged dictionary originating
from an explosion in a print shop. So we can see that there
is just no reason to think life came by accident and chance.
There is life. There is a world, an earth, a universe, and
it had to have a maker. It has every mark of divine causa-
tion and of having been designed and fashioned and made.
As Paul said, “Every house is builded by some man: but
he that built all things is God.” (Heb. 3:4.) If a house like
this proclaims its builder, whether you have ever seen him
or not, proclaims that it was designed, fashioned and made,
then the world and universe proclaim their Builder. Then,
of course, the existence of the world, of the universe and
man and all things would proclaim a great, divine Builder
equal to the task of creating all things. So there is a God.

The very first of these invisible beings introduced to us
in the Bible is God. Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth.” And of course God is
a spirit being and is an invisible being. John 4:24: “God
is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth.” And Jesus said, “Handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have.” (Luke 24:39.) God has always been. If there ever
had been a time when there was no God, there never
could have been anything. If you could $hink of a time
when there was nothing, you would be logically driven
to the conclusion that nothing ever could have existed for
something never comes from nothing. Something always
comes from something—all the way back to the eternally
existent something—God. Hence, God always has existed.
Psalms 90:1,2: “Lord, thou has been our dwelling place
in all generations. Before the mountains were brought
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forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” So
God is just as everlasting back the way we've come as he
is the way we'’re going. Hence, in Romans 16:26 he is
called “everlasting God.”

Of course we cannot fully comprehend a being so great
as God, any more than a little spider down by the railroad
tracks could comprehend a great railroad system with the
trains moving so rapidly where there are a hundred cars
and traveling at tremendous speed. Of course a little spider
wouldn’t understand all that because it’s far beyond his
ability to comprehend. But that is not as far beyond the
spider’s ability as God, and the comprehension of God, is
beyond our ability. So we therefore do not reject the ex-
istence of God on the ground that we cannot understand
him. A flea on an elephant couldn’t understand the ele-
phant. It would be so much larger and such a great animal
in comparison with himself, so far beyond anything that
he knew about other than just to merely see him to know
he existed, but he couldn’t comprehend him. But that
wouldn’t prove there’s no elephant, even if the flea were
to reach such a conclusion. So it is with man and God. We
are nothing but fleas in comparison with God Almighty.
We are nothing but dust worms of the earth, and are not
worthy to be compared with our Maker.

Christ Is A Spirit Being Now

Christ is himself also a glorified being, an immortal
being. You will recall that the Bible says that Christ, our
Lord, is a spirit being now. “The Lord is that Spirit,” (2
Cor. 3:17) and he is no longer in flesh and blood as he once
was. In 2 Cor. 5:16, “We have known Christ after the flesh,
yet now henceforth know we him no more.” So we don’t
know Jesus after the flesh any more. He is now glorified.
Paul’s statement in Philippians 3:21 says, “He shall change
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glor-
ious body, according to the working whereby is able even
to subdue all things unto himself.” And so Jesus Christ is
no longer a physical, material, fleshly being; but he is a
great spiritual being.
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Before this world ever was, Jesus was, and existed as
an invisible Being. We could not have seen him with our
eyes. We read in John 1:1-3, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him.” Christ was back there before the cre-
ation. “All things were made by him; and without him was
not anything made that was made.” And in verse 14, “The
Word was made flesh”—virgin birth—"“and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot-
ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” So he was an
invisible being, and yet conscious, and of course, infinite-
ly intelligent, back there before the world ever was. In
John 17:5, in his prayer to the Father, he said, “Glorify
thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.” And in verse 24, “Thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” So Jesus
existed back there—not in flesh and blood. But finally,
God prepared for him a body and he came down from
heaven to live and dwell in a little virgin born body. “A
body hast thou prepared me.” (Heb. 10:5.) And thus Jesus
took upon himself flesh to dwell among us. He came from
a spirit world. In John 6:38 he says, “I came down from
heaven.” In verse 62 he said, “What and if ye shall see the
Son of man ascend up where he was before?” He was up
there before he was down here. We read in John 3:17,
“God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
So Jesus came into the world from a spirit world, from
where God dwells, where the Holy Spirit dwells. And he
said in John 16:7, “It is expedient for you that I go away;
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin” . . . and thus he
goes on to describe the work of the Holy Spirit. He would
send the Holy Spirit, but he himself should first ascend
unto heaven. We know he safely arrived there because he
fulfilled his promise and on Pentecost in Acts 2 he sent
the Holy Spirit. Now, Jesus has been glorified so the Spirit
could come. In Acts 2:4 we read, “They were all filled with
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the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Human Spirits Invisible

Also, our own spirits are invisible. Our own souls are in-
visible beings. (Matt. 10:28.) Hardly a man could be found
who would deny that he has a soul or a spirit, yet he has
never seen it. He has never contacted it with his five sens-
es. He believes it solely and only upon the statement of
God’s word, such as Daniel 7:15: “I Daniel was grieved
in my spirit in the midst of my body.” And he believes it
‘because of Ecclesiastes 12:7: “Then shall the dust return
to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.” Acts 17:28, 29: “We are the offspring of God,”
and it is our spirits which are his offspring. “We have had
fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto
the Father of spirits and live?” It is the spirit of man that
is the offspring of God and causes God to love man. He is
interested in man because we are thus his offspring—just
like grandparents love their grandchildren, for instance.
They are their offspring, and they especially love them for
that reason. Remember that the spirit of man is a part of
man. Some think that the soul, the spirit, is just tha breath
—that it is no part of man. Well, if the spirit is no part of
man, then Jesus said that which is no part of man will
have to have the new birth. He said, “Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3.)
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.) Then, in
verse 6, he said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” It is the
spirit that is born again. But if the spirit is no part of man,
then that which is no part of man is born again instead
of man. And the man himself would not be born again, and
could not enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:6.) That is
the uncertainty to which it leads when people begin to
deny what the Bible says about the spirit.

Angels Are Spirit Beings
The angels of God are spirits and are invisible beings.
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Of course, they sometimes assumed the shape or form of
man in order to talk and converse with man. “Who maketh
his angels spirits,” (Heb. 1:7) and so there are such beings
as spirit beings. Remember that in Acts 23:6-8, Paul said
that he was a Pharisee and~the record says that Pharisees
believed in angels and spirits whereas the Sadducees did
not believe in either. There are people who are material-
ists now, like the Sadducees, and they do not believe in
anything invisible except when they begin to make excep-
tions. Also, the demons are spirits. In Mark 5:13 they are
called ‘“unclean spirits” and also Luke 7:21. And then the
angels have appeared here upon earth and have been seen.
When Lazarus died the angels came and carried Lazarus
to Abraham’s bosom. (Luke 16:22.)

Balaam’s eyes were opened so that he could see an angel
that he had not been seeing. And a great warrior was per-
mittad to open his eyes, by the power of God, to look
on a great host of angels, and soldiers, and chariots and
horses out yonder and things that he hadn’t seen. And God
only knows what all we could see if we had the right kind
of eyes to see. (2 Kings 6:17.)

Holy Spirit Invisible

The Holy Spirit, likewise now, is one of these invisible
beings and we, therefore, believe in such. In Cruden’s Con-
cordance he says, “In the scripture the word spirit is taken
for the Holy Ghost, the third person in the Trinity.” And
in the next place that the word spirit refers to the “spirit
of man.” The word “Trinity” of course means three. In
Matthew 28:19 the Lord in giving the Great Commission
said, “Teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” And we
read of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; the three of the
Trinity, in many scriptures, though not in that order all
the time. In 2 Cor. 13:14: “The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Ghost, be with you.” In Ephesians 4 we read, “There

. is one Spirit,” (verse 4) and there is “one Lord,” (verse
o) and “one God” (verse 6). Well, that would be three ones
together and the Trinity, the “one spirit.,” “one Lord,” and
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“one God.” Three “ones” make three, and thus the Trinity
of the Godhead. These are united. Jesus said in his prayer
for the unity of his disciples that he wanted them to be
one as he and his Father are one. (John 17:21, 22.) In 1 John
9:3-7 we read that the “three” bear record. There were the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, making the three
thus mentioned, again. The Godhead is mentioned three
times in the scriptures and I believe the Greek word is
used in another passage where the Apostle Peter says,
“According as his divine power hath given us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness.” (2 Peter 1:3.) The
three passages using the word Godhead are Romans 1:20;
Acts 17:29; and Col. 2:9. Hence, the Godhead is composed
of the three persons, the three intelligent divine beings
that make up the Godhead. Of course, the Father is God.
The word God means Deity. Sometimes it refers to all
three of the Godhead. “In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1.) Sometimes as you’ll
find in that chapter, the Hebrew word for God is
plural. In verses 26 and '27: “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness.” And thus, God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit were involved in the creation. Christ is Deity as I
showed awhile ago. He was back there at the creation. “All
things are made by him; and without him was not anything
made that was made.” (John 1:3.) Hence, he existed before
the world was. (John 17:5.) And the Holy Spirit is God, or
Deity, and a real personality, or divine being, and not a
mere thing like wind or electricity, or something of that
sort that has no intelligence. The Holy Spirit is infinitely
intelligent, as God and Christ, and as a member of the
Godhead. In Genesis 1:1, we read, “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth.” But in John 1:1-3 we
learn that he did it through Christ. (Heb. 1:1, 2; Col. 1:13.)
The Holy Spirit created. “And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.” (Gen. 1:2)) I read from Job
26:13, “By his Spirit, he hath garnished the heavens; his
hand hath formed the crooked serpent.” So God garnished
the heavens by his Spirit. The Holy Spirit gave laws to
regulate all things. He was in the creation of man and of
the earth and of all things. We read also where Elihu made
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the statement, “The Spirit of God hath made me, and the
breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” (Job 33:4.)
And when it is said in Genesis 2:7 that God “formed man
of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul,” the Holy
Spirit had a part in that creation of man. But I read again
in Psalm 104:30, “Thou sendest forth thy Spirit; they are
created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.” There
the Holy Spirit is in creation, back there in the beginning.

The Holy Spiri® Works Through Law

But the Spirit gave laws, when he garnished the heavens
and when God created everything through Christ, the Holy
Spirit then gave laws to the creatures of the world to re-
produce their kind, and gave laws to Adam and Eve to
“multiply and replenish the earth.” (Genesis 1:28.) He gave
the seed in the vegetable world and the seed has in it the
power to reproduce its kind. About nine times in the first
two chapters of Genesis it is said that everything will
bring forth after its kind.

The power to convert the world and to make Christians
is wrapped up in the seed, the word of God. The Holy
Spirit has put the power there. Jesus used the parable,
“The seed is the word of God.” (Luke 8:11.) “The sower
soweth the word.” (Mark 4:14.) There’s not an idea in re-
ligion today, which is true, that is not wrapped up in the
seed, the word of God. There are no direct ideas. You had
just as well expect to produce a crop out here by going
out to the farm and praying to God to send down direct
power and operate upon the soil and produce a crop and a
harvest as to expect a direct revelation of God’s will to
man now. He has finished his revelation. We sing the old
song, “How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid
for your faith in his excellent word. What more can He
say than to you He hath said? Ye who unto Jesus for refuge
have fled.” So we should stay with the seed, the word of
God. We should depend upon it to produce the harvest.
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”
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(Psalms 126:5, 6.) So there is not a true religious idea in the
world not from the Bible. No man has such an idea except
as he receives it from the seed, the word of God. It just
narrows down to that. Everything else is false and extrane-
ous.

Now people sometimes have imagined that the Holy
Spirit was inspiring them, revealing something to them,
when it was not true. I remember that I was in a discussion
with Mr. Busbee of a denominational church over in Missis-
sippi many years ago. He spoke very rapidly and in his
haste he couldn’t quote certain scriptures. He would get
them backward and all tangled up in his haste and finally
he would stop and he would say, “Help me, Holy Ghost!”
And about that time, he would pick up the passage and
here he would go with it and he would quote it; then say,
“Thank you, Holy Ghost.” He was taking the audience
away with that trick. That’s exactly what it was, a trick
of the devil. People usually can be exposed when they get
off on something like that, and I kept looking for a place
to expose his trickery. Finally, he misquoted one and said,
“Help me, Holy Ghost,” and he imagined that the Holy
Spirit had helped him and he said, “Thank you, Holy
Ghost.” But he had perverted it, did not quote it correctly.
I turned then and read the passage and pointed out the
fact that he and his Holy Ghost (?) had made a blunder
and that his Holy Ghost was not the Holy Ghost. That the
ghost he was depending on was another, a wicked spirit,
and quoted several passages such as 1 Tim. 4:1, “The Spirit”
—that is God’s Spirit—‘speaketh expressly, that in the lat-
ter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” I said, “There
it is, a ‘seducing spirit.’ You are under the influence of the
spirit of the devil.” He didn’t like it, but I could not help
it. I had to expose him because he had no right to resort
to such trickery in the first place, to try to delude the p=o-
ple into thinking that he was inspired. He had claimed it
and then went down. Well, he never did say, “Thank you,
Holy Ghost,” any more during the rest of the discussion of
the three nights. The Holy Spirit is a person—a real being.
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And we will take that up tomorrow evening. We hope that
you will be with us. Bring your neighbors and your friends
and we will study these things.

Don’t forget there is a spirit world and we are deciding
now where we will be millions of years from now. So to-
night, will you follow the teaching of the Holy Spirit? If
you already know what to do to be saved, will you do
it tonight? If you don’t know, come and we will be glad
to help you and instruct you, from the Bible itself. We
will let you read it for yourself, what to do to be saved.
You can obey the gospel and go on your way tonight,
saved, your name written in heaven and be under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit rather than following the
flesh, and go to heaven rather than perdition when you
leave this world. We are going to stand and sing the hymn
of invitation at this time.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question: Had the word been translated Spirit rather
than Ghost, would that not have prevented some of the
confusion about the Holy Spirit?

Answer: The American Standard Version and modern
translations leave out the word Ghost and put the word
Spirit there. The facts are that the same original Greek
word “pneuma” is translated Spirit in the King James Ver-
sion in many places where it is occasionally translated
Ghost. Hence, it is the same identical original word. The
word used by Christ and the apostles is the same word
PNEUMA—a form of the word is pneumatic. You talk
about a pneumatic tire because the word pneuma primarily
had reference to air and wind. But it has no such meaning
in the Bible in passages refering to God, the Holy Spirit,
Deity. For instance, when it says, “God is a Spirit” (John
4:24), it does not mean that God is a wind or that God is
just hot air. It doesn’t mean that. He is a being of intelli-
gence, Almighty power, infinite wisdom, and the like. So
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the correction in the translation did go a long way in get-
ting people to thinking aright.

At the time, however, the King James translation was
made, the word Ghost carried with it the idea, largely, of
guest; a visitor; one who had come to make his abode with
us, and thus guest. At that time, when they would read
about the Holy Ghost, it just meant a being who had come
to live with man, dwell in man. So they didn’t get the
wrong idea back there in 1611 when the King James Ver-
sion was made. A Holy Guest. But finally the word ghost
came to connote in our changing, growing, language some-
thing it didn’t mean then. It came to mean a sort of a gob-
lin or something like that—something that is mysterious in
the sense that they didn’t know what it was—didn’t know
anything about it at all. Hence, false doctrines began to
develop and people began to teach accordingly. Now that
we have the corrected translation, we ought to use the
word Spirit as often as possible and we are not misquoting
the Bible because the Lord did not write in English. But
the New Testament was written largely in Greek and the
Greek word, pneuma, is the word that is translated both
spirit and ghost.

Question: What evidence do we have of demons at work
today?

Answer: I don’t know much about demons, either. All
I know about them is what God says about them and may
not know all of that. But remember that in Deuteronomy
29:29, God’s great declaration is: “The secret things belong
to the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children.” We don’t have to
understand demons and know all about them, tell of their
origin and all of that in order to believe what God said.
He says that there were demons and I do not know all of
their functions, all of their activities. But there are times
you read of devils instead of demons. For instance, when
James says, “The devils also believe, and tremble” (James
2:19), it is translated “demons” in the American Standard
Version. I gave some Scriptures tonight where the Lord
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spoke of these demons as “spirits.” We don’t know all
about them. It may be, as I thought of it this night, when
God sent his Son into the world that he allowed people to
be demon possessed so that the Lord might have an oppor-
tunity to counteract demonaic power and to show his
superiority over the demons. That’s exactly what he did
whether demons possessed people for that reason or not.
You remember when God called Moses, he offered some
excuses and God said, “What’s in your hand?” “A rod.” He
threw it down and God turned it into a serpent before his
eyes and he fled from before it. God said, “Take it by the
tail.” And he did. Then following those signs of which this
is the first mentioned, the magicians threw their rods down
and they turned to serpents. That is, it seems that they did.
It may be that they even had power, that God had some-
how allowed them power or they had demonaic power to
turn their rods to serpents. God may have permitted such
in the first century so that Christ would come and conquer
the demons and old satan—overpower them. In Mark 3:22
beginning and Matthew 12:22 beginning you will find that
they accused Jesus of casting out demons by Beelzebub,
the prince of the demons or devils. And Jesus, in defending
himself against this very dangerous doctrine, made the
statement that he cast them out by the power of the Holy
Spirit. “And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom
do your children cast them out?” (Matt. 12:27.) Their chil-
dren claimed to cast them out, also. If just the casting out
of demons proves one is in league with the devil, in league
with Beelzebub, in partnership with him, then your chil-
dren would be in partnership with him for they claim to
cast them out. With withering logic he attacked their pre-
tense and repudiation of the miracles of the Son of God
and of the gospel. And then Jesus said, “No man can
enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except
he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil
his house.” (Mark 3:27.) If you leave him untied, unharmed,
while you’re trying to take his furniture and spoil his
goods, he would perhaps be striking you upon the head
with a chair or something, and you will not get by with
it. So you have to first bind him before you can spoil his
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goods. As much as to say in this little parable, “I have
bound Satan and that’s why I can spoil his goods. That’s
the reason I can cast him out.” He had cast Satan out of
the man born blind and unable to speak. They couldn’t
deny that it was a real, actual miracle and so they just
impugned his motive and his power as best they could by
saying that he got his power from Beelzebub, the prince
of the devils. And incidentally, he could say that was blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit. In Mark 3:28, 29 he said,
“He that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost has never
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation,” and
in verse 30 he says, “Because they said, He hath an unclean
spirit.” So, to accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the
power of Beelzebub was to call the Holy Spirit Beelzebub,
was to call the Holy Spirit an unclean spirit, and that is
what blasphemy is. It is to speak against that which is
sacred and holy. And so they had blasphemed the Holy
Spirit. He said they were guilty of an eternal sin and would
never have forgiveness in view of that fact. He, also, in
this connection showed his power, of course, over the
devil. Satan cannot harm us if we will follow Christ. He
came to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:7). If we
will follow him we will win, we will be victorious, and we
will conquer over all the works and power of Satan. So it
may be that God permitted people to be devil possessed.
So Christ cast these demons out of people to show his
superiority over the power of wicked spirits.

Sometimes people raise the question, “Where did Satan
come from? Where did Satan originate?” First of all, it
seems from the teaching of the Bible that Satan was in
heaven. In Luke 10:18-20 Jesus said, “I beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven.” He was cast out. It seems that
he was cast out up there because of his rebellion against
God, that he was a great angel at one time, a good angel
at first. We read in 1 Timothy 3:6 about an elder of the
church, “Not a novice,” he said (which is a young, or recent
convert) “lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the
condemnation of the devil.” That does not mean that he
would fall into the condemnation which the devil would
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heap upon him. For the devil would not condemn a man
for being proud and haughty. He would approve of that.
That passage is nearly always misunderstood, mistaught.
It means, lest baing lifted up with pride he would fall into
the condemnation that the devil fell into when he was
lifted up with pride and became haughty, conceited, arro-
gant, and violated the law of God in heaven. Hence, “fall
into the condemnation of the devil,” means the condem-
nation into which the devil fell through his pride. Pride
and a haughty spirit go before a fall. We should look out
if we are haughty and “stuck-up” and proud. Be humble
and remember that God gives grace to the humble. But he
resists the proud and hates a proud heart. (Proverbs 6:16-
19.)

Further illustrating the matter—since this is the last
question, I will add these points here before we close—
that in John the ninth chapter connected with the healing
of a blind man, they asked Jesus, “Who did sin, this man,
or his parents, that he was born blind?” They thought it
had to be one or the other—that he sinned before he was
born so as to be born blind or else his parents had sinned
so that he might be born blind. Jesus said, “Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents,” that he was born blind.
He is not here saying that no parents have ever sinned in
such a way so as to cause their children to be born blind,
for many are born blind because of sins of parents, sins
that brought on disease which caused blindness. They
were born blind because of the parents’ sins. He says that
was not the case here. In this instance, God had a purpose
and this man was born blind that the purpose of God might
be manifested, “that the works of God should be manifest
in him”—that he might be an occasion, an example so
Jesus could demonstrate his great and mighty power in
giving him his sight—so he could establish his claim as
the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour and
hope of the world. Hence, God is in the background here,
in his rich provisions—providence—provide-ance, if you
please. God is the one who provides. God, himself, had
purposed and planned this birth to be as it was—had a
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child born blind that the power of God might be demon-
strated in him. He did a great deal of good, maybe more
good than a thousand normal people of his day, in being
(what we might be pardoned for saying) the guinea pig
of the occasion for Jesus to demonstrate his power as the
Son of God. Christ opened the eyes of the blind. Behold
the signs, said John, truly done by Jesus—besides this
one. “Many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of
his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these
are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” (John 20:30, 31.) I think this is as far
as we will go on this occasion. May God richly bless the
study of his word! May we go away with reverence and
a greater desire and determination to be led and guided
by the Holy Spirit and to know more about how he deals
with us down here in the world.



HOLY SPIRIT AND REVELATION

I could not feel that I had done justice to myself, nor
been courteous to you, without joining in the words of wel-
come and expressions of appreciation in the introduction.

Our overall subject is: THE PERSON AND WORK OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT.

All we know about the Holy Spirit is what is revealed
in the Bible concerning the subject. We know nothing
“directly” about the Holy Spirit. We have never seen the
Holy Spirit. We are not inspired, and we have wrought no
miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit. There are de-
ceptions around about, everywhere, concerning the work
of the Holy Spirit, and even concerning the very nature
of the Holy Spirit.

Spirit a Person

Yesterday evening we tried to learn something of the
personality of the Holy Spirit. Remember that the Spirit
is not a mere ‘essence’ of some sort, like water, air, or elec-
tricity, or something of that kind. Although figurative ex-
pressions are used in the Bible (such as, “I will pour out
my Spirit” and “the Holy Ghost fell on them,” Joel 2:28;
Acts 11:15), the Bible does not teach that the Holy Spirit
is a liquid, like water. These are figurative expressions.

The Holy Spirit is actually a person, a divine Being, as
is God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit is “eternal” (Heb. 9:14), just as God (Rom. 1:20) and
Christ (1 Tim. 1:17) are eternal. He is one of the Godhead,

is of the ‘Trinity,” as in Matt. 28:19, and many other such
kindred passages.

Spirit in the Old Testament
I would like first to point out something about the Holy
Spirit, and his teaching concerning himself, in the Old

(58)
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Testament. We read of the Holy Spirit, beginning with the
second verse in the Old Testament: “The Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.” (Gen. 1:2.) Hence, the
Spirit was “brooding” (as some translations put it) upon
the face of the waters back there in the first chapter of
Genesis.

The Holy Spirit could move men to speak and to write
Scripture. “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
(2 Pet. 1:20-21.) Peter’s statement that “no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation,” should be obh-
vious: it simply means that the prophecy of the scripture
did not come by the will of man, as he goes on to say.
Some ‘Drew Pearson’ back there did not take into consid-
eration the facts concerning the trend of the times, and
then interpret these to mean that in the future certain
things were going to happen. The prophecies did not come
“by the will of man” in such fashion. It was not some pre-
diction based upon even a good knowledge of the facts con-
cerning the ‘trend’ of things at that time. In the next verse
Peter affirms: “Holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet. 1:21.) Thus the Holy Spirit
moved men to speak and to write the Old Testament scrip-
tures, even prophetic scriptures.

”’Spirit of Christ”

We also read that “the Spirit of Christ” was in those
prophets back there. (1 Pet. 1:10.) The “Spirit of Christ”
was the Holy Ghost. He was sometimes called “the Spirit
of Christ” (Rom. 8:9-11), and sometimes “the Spirit of
God,” as well as “the Holy Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit spoke through men in Old Testament
times. David said, “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me,
and his word was in my tongue.” (2 Sam. 23:2.) Peter said,
“Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David
spake . . .” (Acts 1:16.) And so, the Holy Spirit spoke the
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scriptures of the Old Testament, and the Spirit was in the
inspired men who spoke and wrote.

Spirit Interested

God said, “My spirit shall not always strive with man.”
(Gen. 6:3.) This indicates that the Spirit is interested in
man. However, the flood would come in “one hundred and
twenty years,” which would be early in life for many, and
they would not live out their usually-allotted time of eight
or nine hundred years. So, the Spirit was striving—but
would not always strive—with man. David prayed in the
great “Confession” Psalm, “And take not thy Holy Spirit
from me.” (Ps. 51:11.)

Spirit Strives With Man
From Gen. 6:3 we learn that the Holy Spirit “strives”
with, and is interested in, man and his welfare. He strives
with man to get him to do right. He does not just leave
man alone, and leave him to be lost, without making an
effort to reach him, and without trying to influence him
for good and for God. So, he is striving with men. He strove
with people then through the preaching of God’s word.
Of Noah we read that he was “a preacher of righteousness.”
(2 Pet. 2:5.) Hence, Noah, as one of God’s “holy men,”
“spake as” he was “moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet.
1:21.) It was the Holy Spirit, then, who moved such “holy
men of God” as Noah, to speak to the people, and warn
them, and plead with them to turn and live. Hence, the

Holy Spirit was “striving” with man.

Noah Preached By The Spirit

This may help us to understand and appreciate the state-
ment that Christ was raised from the dead by the same
Spirit by which he had “preached unto the spirits in pris-
on; which sometime were disobedient, when once the long-
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: who is gone into
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heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and au-
thorities and powers being made subject unto him.” (1 Pet.
3:18-22.) Christ did not go in person; he went by the Spirit
in the person of Noah, for it was the “Spirit of Christ” who
was in those prophets back there. (1 Pet. 1:10.) Since “Spirit
of Christ” is just another name for the Holy Spirit, Christ
by the Holy Spirit (in Noah) preached (2 Pet. 2:5) unto
the spirits in prison. Christ preached by the Holy Spirit.

He preached to them “while the ark was a preparing.”
(1 Pet. 3:19-20.) That is when they “were disobedient.”
They are called “spirits in prison,” first of all, because they
were “shut up” under a destruction that was to come in
120 years: “yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty
years.” (Gen. 6:3.) And they were “in prison” in the sense
that they were involved in sin, and were in the “prison”
of sin. We read (Luke 4:18) that Jesus was to “preach de-
liverance to the captives, . . . and to set at liberty them
that are bruised.” This evidently has a direct reference
to the “prison” of sin. So, Christ’s preaching by the Spirit
through Noah was done to those who were in “prison.” And
it was done to those only who lived in the days of Noah:
“which sometime were disobedient when once the long-
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was a preparing.” Hence, the preaching was done through
Noah, done by the Holy Spirit, done unto the people before
the flood came; and in that manner the Holy Spirit was
“striving” with them.

Words Of The Spirit

The Spirit put his words in the mouth of Isaiah the
prophet (Isa. 59:21); and Ezekiel said, “The spirit entered
into me when he spake unto me.” (Ezek. 2:1-5.) This was
also true of the other prophets. We read (Mic. 2:7) that the
words of the Spirit were for the good of God’s people. The
Holy Spirit spoke always in behalf of the best interest of
the people. (cf. Deut. 6:24.)

But the Spirit did not then work miraculously upon peo-
ple to make them better. God has always dealt with sin-
ners with regard and respect for their free moral agency.
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Man is not a mere “machine,” to be operated upon by God
Almighty himself, nor by the Holy Spirit, for the purpose
of making him better. God works through moral means
to bring about a moral change which would fit man to
dwell in a perfectly moral society in heaven.

Spirit In Prophets

The Spirit was in the prophets, and God through that
means taught the masses of the people. He did not send
the Spirit directly to all the people to teach them. But he
sent the Spirit to his inspired men, that through them he
could teach the people. In Nehemiah’s prayer to God, he
said: “Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them.”
(Neh. 9:20.) The Spirit never did come to “confuse” people,
but to teach and instruct. Now, from this wverse alone, I
will admit that you could not know whether he gave his
Spirit directly to each individual, or whether he gave the
Spirit to inspired men to (through them) instruct the peo-
ple. But just ten verses later Nehemiah says God “testi-
fiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prophets.” (Neh.
9:30.) So the Spirit was in the prophets, and through them
testified against God’s people, who at that time were
wicked and sinful, in rebellion against God.

With this in mind, we read again of “the words which
the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former
prophets.” (Zech. 7:12.) Hence the Spirit was God’s spokes-
man through inspired men to the masses of the people. So
the Holy Spirit back in Old Testament times called upon
his prophets, one of whom was Ezekiel, and said, “Speak,”
and then guided them in their speaking. (Ezek. 11:5.)

We have in Joel 2:28-30 a prophecy fulfilled beginning
on Pentecost. Quoting this prophecy, Peter said, “These
are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the
prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days,
saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I
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will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and
signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the
Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:15-21.)

“This Is That”

Peter said, “This is that.” You can be certain you are
right when you find where some New Testament writer
quoted an Old Testament prophecy and said, “This is that
which was spoken by the prophet.” “This is that.” Peter
did not say, “Something that will happen way down yon-
der in the twentieth century, somewhere, will be that which
was spoken by Joel,” but he said “This that is happening
here on Pentecost, A.D. 33, in the city of Jerusalem, is it.”
Nearly nineteen hundred years ago Peter said, “This is
that” which was spoken by the prophet Joel. And Joel
said, “It shall come to pass in the last days .. .” So Pente-
cost (Acts 2) was in “the last days,” according to Peter.
“Last days” has no reference to the end of the world, nor
necessarily to the twentieth century. But it has reference to
the last dispensation of God’s mercy to man, the Christian
age of the world. So, God said, “In the last days” I will
pour out the Spirit; but he poured it out on Pentecost;
therefore Pentecost was in the “last days.” Concerning the
outpouring of the Spirit, God said, “I will pour out my
spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.”
(Prov. 1:23.)

Nature Of Spirit

But now study with me some of the characteristics of
the Holy Spirit, and see that the Holy Spirit is a divine
person or being, an intelligent being, and not some un-
intelligent something, nor a mere essence, like water, or
wind, or electricity, or such like. We read that the Spirit
could be blasphemed: “But he that shall blaspheme against
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation.” (Mark 3:29.) Thus one could blaspheme
the Holy Spirit. One could not blaspheme electricity, nor
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water, nor wind, nor some mere essence, nor a stone, nor
a stump; he could not blaspheme anything less than a per-
son or that which is connected with a divine person—like
the word of God, which is connected with God himself.
Hence, the Holy Spirit is a divine' being, the same as Christ
is. “Whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man,
it shall be forgiven him.” That is, this is a “pardonable”
sin; upon proper conditions, man can obtain pardon for it.
“But whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost” (that
would be “blasphemy” against the Holy Ghost, v. 31) “it
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither
in the world to come.” (Matt. 12:32.) “Because they said,
He hath an unclean spirit.” (Mark 3:30.)

Again: people can lie to the Holy Spirit: Peter asked,
“Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the
Holy Ghost?” (Acts 5:3.) Man could not lie to electricity,
water, wind, or something of that sort; but man can “lie”
to the Holy Spirit; hence the Holy Spirit is a divine Being,
as God—to whom also Ananias “lied.” (v. 4.)

Spirit Knows

The Spirit is intelligent, or knows: “What man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God.” (1 Cor. 2:11.) The Spirit of God, then, knows
the things of God, as the spirit of man knows the things
of man. And if the spirit of man is intelligent, then the
Spirit of God is intelligent. If the one is a person because
it can know, then so is the other.

Spirit Grieves

And then, the Spirit could be grieved: “And grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day
of redemption.” (Eph. 4:30.) Thus people can grieve the
Holy Spirit, just as children by their waywardness and
sins can grieve their parents, and as a husband by his sins
can grieve his wife, or the wife can grieve her husband.
Just so, people can “grieve the Holy Spirit.” (This proves
the Holy Spirit is not a mere essence, like wind, electricity,
etc.,, for man cannot “grieve” them.) The Holy Spirit is in-
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terested in us, and in our welfare. He grieves over our sins
more than our parents, because they don’t always know
all about their children, but the Holy Spirit does know.

Spirit Can Be Vexed

But then again: the Holy Spirit can be vexed, or aggra-
vated, or fretted, and that by men’s sins, just as God can
be angered by sin. Isaiah (63:10) said, “They rebelled, and
vexed his holy Spirit.” “Vex” means to harass, annoy, or
trouble grievously. Only a person could be “vexed;” there-
fore the Holy Spirit is an intelligent person of the godhead,
which consists of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (Matt.
28:19.)

Spirit A “Comforter”

The Holy Spirit could “comfort,” for Jesus said, “He shall
give you another Comforter . . . even the Spirit of truth.”
(John 14:16-17.) Christ was the first Comforter considered
there; he had been comforting them in that very chapter.
(John 14:1-3.) He was their present Comforter; but he spoke
of “The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name.” (v. 26.) He again called the
Spirit “the Comforter” in John 15:26 and 16:7. Of course,
he could not be a “Comforter” unless he were an intelligent
Being.

Of course, the Holy Spirit “comforts” by his word, which
he spoke through the apostles, which would comfort them
as they were taught. He would show them how to live as
teachers, and through them would show to others the way
of life and salvation. Hence we read: “Whatsoever things
were wrift"t a aforetime were written for our learning, that
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.” (Rom. 15:4) Again Paul said, “Comfort one
another with these words.” (1 Thess. 4:18.) So the words
of the Holy Spirit comfort man. When the Holy Spirit
dwells in men, he does not comfort them directly, in any
miraculous way; but he comforts now just like he always
has comforted—like he did the apostles and other people
in apostolic days—through his word which he spoke
through inspired men. He guided them “into all truth.”
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(John 16:13.) And as the Spirit spake by David, and his
word was in David’s tongue (2 Sam. 23:2), it was to comfort
people then, and encourage them, or to reprove them. As
we have seen, God ‘“/testifiedst against them by thy Spirit
in thy prophets.” (Neh. 9:30.)

Spirit Masculine In Gender
The Holy Spirit is referred to in the masculine gender,
and is presented to us as “He.” (John 16:13.) I know the
King James Version often reads “it” (as in Rom. 8:16, 26);
but the Holy Spirit is never called “it” in the better trans-
lations—but is referred to as “He.”

In discussing the new birth at Huntsville, Alabama, I
pointed out the fact that Jesus said we are “born of water
and of the Spirit.” (John 3:5.) My opponent ridiculed the
idea that men are born ‘“of water,” and said that made
“water” our mother! So he said I have a “Water Mother.”
Of course I did not say “water” is our mother, for Paul
said, “Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the moth-
er of us all.” (Gal. 4:26.) I simply quoted what Jesus said,
that “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.) Jesus
was “born” from the dead (Col. 1:18); does that make the
grave his mother? Of course not! Figures of speech cannot
be made to creep on “all-fours,” as logicians would say.

But I asked my respondent who—according to his doc-
trine—is the “mother?” “Who is the ‘mother’ in the new
birth?” He said, “The Holy Spirit.” To this I replied, “Then
you have a ‘HE’ mother in the new birth, for Jesus said,
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come.” (John 16:13.) The Spirit is
called “he” six times in this verse, and twice in v. 14;—so
my friend would have a “he” mother.

Spirit Begets
But the Holy Spirit is the “begetting” agency, rather than
the “mother.” In James 1:18 we read, “Of his own will begat
he us with the word of truth.” But remember, “the word
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of truth” or gospel is preached “by the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven.” (1 Pet. 1:12.) And so, the Holy Spirit
uses the word by which to beget people. Paul said, “I have
begotten you through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15), but that
gospel is the message of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit begat
people through the preaching of the gospel, and by that
means.

Guided By Spirit

Then again, the Holy Spirit could “guide,” as I have just
quoted from John 16:13: “He shall guide you into all truth.”
As the driver guides the automobile, so the Holy Spirit
guided the inspired man. He did not take away all the
man’s personality, and destroy that; he did not reduce the
inspired man to nothing more than a “microphone,” but
he guided him nevertheless. I think it was Bro. J. W. Mec-
Garvey who illustrated it by a man driving down the street
a horse hitched to a buggy. So long as the horse was going
exactly like he wanted him to go, the driver did not pull
either the right rein nor the left. But if, before the driver
wanted to go home, the horse started to turn homeward,
his master would pull the rein, guiding the horse and caus-
ing him to go exactly where the driver desired. After this
fashion the Holy Spirit did the guiding (John 16:13), but
left the inspired man free to use his own vocabulary in
speaking or writing. When the inspired man might be
about to go wrong, or use the wrong word, the Holy Spirit
would then guide and direct him. This gave us the ver-
bally inspired Bible. (1 Cor. 2:13.)

Spirit Bears Witness

Again, I call attention to the fact that the Holy Spirit
could bear witness. We read of the Holy Spirit, that “he
shall testify of me.” (John 15:26-27.) That is, he would come,
take possession of the apostles, and through them he
would preach the gospel, thus testifying of Jesus—that he
died for our sins, God raised him up, and he is alive and
at the right hand of God to make intercession for us.
Hence, the Holy Spirit testified through inspired men.
Jesus said, “Ye also shall bear witness, because you have
been with me from the beginning.” (John 15:26-27.) These
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apostles had been with him during his personal ministry,
even from the beginning, and they would bear witness of
Jesus.

Again we read: “The Spirit itself (ASV: himself) beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”
(Rom. 8:16.) Through inspired men, the Holy Spirit has
laid down the plan of salvation. The conditions of pardon,
revealed and confirmed by the Holy Spirit, are: faith in
Christ, repentance of sin, confession of Christ, and bap-
tism. (Acts 2:4, 36-38; 8:35-39.) And then our spirits testify
as to whether or not we have met these terms. (1 Cor.
2:11.) If we have complied with them, then there are two
witnesses to the fact that we are saved: our human spirits
testify that we are in the group who have done what the
Holy Spirit testifies must be done. Thus, the Holv Spirit
does not bear witness “to”—but “with”—our spirits. Hence,
it is a matter of faith, and Paul speaks of drawing nigh
“with a true heart, in full assurance of faith.” (Heb. 10:22.)

It is not a matter of physical knowledge that we know
we are saved, like a man knows he has a dollar in his hand.
It is not that kind of knowledge, but is a matter of “faith”
—4“full assurance of faith.”

Spirit a Teacher
The Holy Spirit could teach. Jesus said, “He shall teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things
whatsoever I have said unto you.” (John 14:26.) He could
“instruct,” for “Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct
them.” (Neh. 9:20.) This was done “by thy Spirit in thy
prophets.” (v. 30.) So, the Holy Spirit can instruct or teach.

Spirit Could Hear

The Holy Spirit could speak, and he could hear. “How-
beit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide
you into all truth, for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
show you things to come.” (John 16:13.) So he came and
took possession of the apostles, and through them he spoke
the word of God which he himself had heard from the
Father and the Son. In his prayer to the Father, Jesus said,
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“I have given them”—the apostles—“the word which thou
gavest me” and “I have given them thy word.” (John 17:8,
14.)

Spirit Could Speak

Then again we read, “He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” (Rev. 2:7.) And
you will find this admonition in each of the letters to the
seven churches of Asia: “Hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.” What the Spirit had to say to the churches,
he did not say directly to each individual member of
the church in some mysterious way; he did not inspire the
members, but through John the apostle the Spirit delivered
his message, saying it in the letter that was to be read to
the churches. When they heard that, they were hearing
“what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” The Spirit spoke
through inspired men, and could thus be heard by the
people.

“The Spirit speaketh expressly” (1 Tim. 4:1-3)—so he
did not stammer and stutter around when he spoke, like
many do. He could speak plainly; he is supposed to be un-
derstood, hence it says, “The Spirit speaketh expressly.”
And we know what he had to say, because it is recorded
in scripture: “The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” and so on.
(1 Tim. 4:1-3.)

Paul said, “Which things also we speak, not in the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth.” (1 Cor. 2:13.)

Spoke By Men

We learn (1 Cor. 2:13) that the Holy Spirit taught the
apostles the words to speak; he did not give them just the
idea, and let them use their own judgment in the selection
of words—and allow errors to thus creep into revelation.
But they were verbally inspired. The Spirit selected the
very words. So when the Holy Spirit came upon the apos-
tles, “They began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4) The Spirit gave them the
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utterance to say those things in other languages which the
apostles previously knew nothing about. They spoke in the
languages of the people, to teach them in their own
tongues. The people understood that the apostles were
talking about “the wonderful works of God” in raising
Jesus from the dead, seating him at his own right hand as
Lord and Christ. They understood. It was not “jabbering”
such as modern deceivers and deceived people try to palm
off on us.

Spirit Could Witness
Paul said, “The Holy Ghost witnesseth in every -city,
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.” (Acts 20:23.)
The Holy Ghost witnessed by saying this—not by a still
small voice that was no voice at all—was nothing but
imagination! The Holy Spirit is an intelligent being, and
always acted in an intelligent manner.

Spoke the Scriptures

The Holy Spirit spoke the scriptures. We read that “the
Holy Ghost saith” (Heb. 3:7-11) what was recorded in Ps.
95:7-11. Paul said, “Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias
(Isaiah) the prophet unto our fathers, saying . . .”—and
then he quotes from Isa. 6:9-10 and Isa. 44:18. So the Holy
Ghost “said” what was recorded by Isaiah. These scrip-
tures are quoted as the words of the Holy Spirit. This is
what the Holy Ghost had to say on the subject.

Jeremiah 31:33-34 is quoted in Hebrews 10:14-18, and in
connection therewith the author says, “The Holy Ghost
also is a witness to us”’—that is, a witness that under the
new covenant, sins would not be remembered again, as they
were under the old. But the Spirit’'s “testimony” is con-
tained in the scripture: “For after that he had said . . .”
and then follows the quotation from Jeremiah; but it is
attributed to the “Holy Ghost.” Therefore the Spirit spoke
the scriptures.

Could Be Resisted
The Holy Spirit could testify in words that can be under-
stood. God “testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in thy
prophets.” (Neh. 9:30.) And if they wanted the testimony



HOLY SPIRIT AND REVELATION 71

of the Spirit, they had to listen to the prophets. That is
why Stephen says, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” (Acts
7:51.) Like the Old Testament prophets, Stephen spoke by
inspiration of the Holy Ghost (Acts 6:3, 5); but he said,
“As your fathers did, so do ye.” (Acts 7:51.) How did their
fathers “resist” the Spirit? Well, when God * testifiedst
against them by thy Spirit in thy prophets: yet would they
not give ear.” (Neh. 9:30.) Therefore in rejecting the proph-
ets’ word, they were rejecting and resisting the Spirit’s
word—because the Spirit was speaking through the proph-
ets who testified against them. And Stephen said, “You
are doing the same thing your fathers did.”

The Spirit could strive with men (as we pointed out in
Gen. 6:3), and they resisted the Holy Ghost back there
by resisting what the Holy Spirit had to say to them
through inspired men. People today resist the Holy Spirit
in the same way that it has always been done—when they
resist the words of the Holy Spirit revealed through in-
spired men. (Neh. 9:20, 30; 2 Sam. 23:2; Acts 1:16.)

The Holy Spirit did not speak directly to the masses of
the people, but spoke to the fathers by the prophets, and
to us through the apostles and other inspired writers of
the New Testament. And we can understand what he has
to say. Paul says, “By revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ) which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partak-
ers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.” (Eph. 3:3-6.) So,
when we read we can understand what the Holy Spirit
wrote (through inspired men), and spoke, when he through
them spoke the scriptures. (Acts 1:16.)) When the word of
the Spirit is rejected and resisted, the Holy Spirit is re-
jected and resisted.

His Word Perfect
We must not add to the words of the Holy Spirit. His
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word is perfect, for we read, “The law of the Lord is per-
fect, converting the'soul.” (Ps. 19:7.) So the law of the Lord
is able to do a perfect job of converting men. It is able
to save: “Receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls.” (Jas. 1:21.) “The law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free.” (Rom.
8:2.) The Spirit is able to convert and save—but that does
not mean he does the pardoning. By his “law” (Rom. 8:2)
he influences us to turn from sin and become—and be—
Christians, and to live faithfully the Christian life. The
Holy Spirit is able to do that job; but he will not miracu-
lously do it. He works through the gospel.

Preached Gospel

Paul says the “gospel” is “the power of God unto salva-
tion, unto every one that believeth.” (Rom. 1:16.) And Peter
says this “gospel” was preached “with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven” (1 Pet. 1:12)—not directly by the Spirit,
but through the inspired apostles. To them Jesus said, “Go
ve into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” (Mark 16:15.) People were led by the Holy Spirit,
then, when they were led by the words of the Holy Spirit,
as spoken and written by these inspired men. And so, we
read: “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14) The Holy Spirit seeks to
“lead” all people aright. “God is no respector of persons.”
(Acts 10:34.) He does not “will” that “any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9.)

Revelation Complete

Therefore, we can be sure that we do not need any addi-
tional revelation from the Holy Spirit. He has said all that
is necessary. In closing the New Testament scriptures, he
warned: “If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues”—and one of them is hell fire!—
“that are written in this book: And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out
of the holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book.” (Rev. 22:18-19.) So we are not allowed to add
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to, to take from, nor to substitute anything else for, the
word of God. It is complete.

His Word In Bible
Hence, James says, “Receive with meekness the engrafted
word” (ASV: “the implanted word”) “which is able to save
your souls.” (Jas. 1:21.) The same writer then goes on,
“Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:21-
25)—and called the word the “perfect” law.

Therefore the Holy Spirit has given us a “perfect” rev-
elation. There is not a true religious idea on earth today
which is not found in the seed, the word of God. If you
want that idea perpetuated, just preach the word—and you
will do all that God ever intended for you to do in reach-
ing a world of lost people with the word of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit does not reveal ideas and thoughts to peo-
ple directly, nor guide them directly in some mysterious
way, leaving them to wonder whether it is the  spirit of
the devil, or the Spirit of God that is doing the suggesting,
and the leading, and such like. The Holy Spirit has no sug-
gestions to make, no instruction to give, other than what
he has given in the Bible.

Deception Explained

It is possible for someone with only a meager knowledge
of the Bible, to sum up in his mind certain great facts and
truths, which he cannot express in Bible words; and he
may imagine that the Holy Spirit is telling him, whispering
to him, or making him to feel in a certain way, that a cer-
tain thing is true. He may imagine that this is a direct
operation of the Spirit—when perhaps it was nothing more
than a summing up of what he already knows as revealed
in the Bible! There are no new ideas in the religious world
which are true, which are from heaven. We have nothing
that is true except what is revealed in the Bible. Paul said,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16-
17.) The Spirit does not have to detour around the scrip-
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tures to aid and assist us in any good work. Every good
work has been authorized and has been directed by the
Holy Spirit in the scriptures, his word.

Strives With Man

Tonight, the Spirit is striving with you to become a
Christian, if you are not such. He is striving with all of
us to be consecrated, dedicated Christians. He is striving
with us through his word. (Gen. 6:3; 2 Pet. 2:5.) He has in
that word offered incentives and motives, which are as vast
as all eternity, and in which he has wrapped up the mighty,
moral, persuasive power of Almighty God to save a lost
world.

If God could have put into the gospel any more power
than he did put into it, he would have done so. His great
interest in us and in our salvation, his great love for us,
his great throbbing heart of love, would not have permit-
ted him to rest a moment without putting that extra power
into the gospel—if he could have put it there and leave
man a free moral agent. Hence, God has gone “all-out” in
his efforts to save a lost world. He has put into his truth
the power to make us free. Jesus said, “Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32.) The
Spirit guided the apostles “into all truth.” (John 16:13.) So,
by the time the last apostle died we had “all truth.” There-
fore Jude says, “Earnestly contend for the faith which
was once” (ASV: “for all”) “delivered to the saints.”
(Jude 3.)

Revelation Complete
We do not need a new revelation of God’s truth. We have
that very truth—“all truth”—in the old revelation. This
old truth needs no new “revelation;” and it needs no new
“confirmation” by miracles today. (That will come up in a

subsequent lecture, which we are very eager for you to
study with us.)

I appreciate the good attention you have given. Let us
now stand, and sing the hymn of invitation, with the hope

and prayer that some lost soul will respond to the Lord’s
invitation.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Question: Please explain the ‘Blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost’.

Answer: Although I would like to speak forty-five min-
utes about the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, I will
have to be brief. (Nearly a dozen questions have already
been turned in for tonight.)

The word “blaspheme” means “to speak against.” Jesus
said, “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven
unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but who-
soever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be for-
given him, neither in this world, neither in the world to
come.” (Matt. 12:31-32.)

When Jesus said, “All manner of sin . .. shall be forgiven
him,” he meant those sins are pardonable. But he warned
the blasphemy of (or speaking against) the Holy Spirit
“shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world” (and the
word “world” is from the Greek aion, which means “age”);
it would not be forgiven him in “this world or age”—the
Jewish dispensation, during the personal ministry of
Christ—“neither in the world to come,”—during the Chris-
tian dispensation. It would not be forgiven in either of
these dispensations.

To “blaspheme” the Holy Spirit is to “speak against”
the Holy Spirit. In the context they had done that very
thing. “By the Spirit of God” Christ had cast out devils.
(v. 28.) But they said he cast out devils “by Beelzebub, the
prince of the devils.” (v. 24.) Mark (3:30) explains that they
said, “He hath an unclean spirit,” whereas Jesus claimed
he had the “Holy Spirit.” So to “blaspheme” the Holy Spir-
it was to speak against the Spirit, as they did. They denied
that the Holy Spirit wrought the miracles that Jesus did,
but attributed them to the devil, and gave the credit, glory,
and honor unto the devil for that which the Holy Spirit
instead did.

That will be all the time we have for that question.
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Question: If the Holy Spirit is not the same as God, how
could Christ be called the Son of God, when the Holy Spirit
made Mary conceive? (Luke 1:34-35.)

Answer: An illustration helps clarify this matter: God
sent the Holy Spirit through the apostles, to convert us.
We are converted by the Holy Spirit; we are “begotten”
by the Holy Spirit through his word. (1 Cor. 4:15; Jas. 1:21);
and yet we are “children of God.” “Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the children of God.” (1 John 3:1-4.) Now, if we
can be sons of “God” because we are begotten by the Holy
Spirit through his word, then why could not Christ be
called “the Son of God” when he was directly begotten by
the Holy Spirit? The angel Gabriel told Mary, “The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke
1:35.) Hence, I see no real problem, whatsoever, there.

Question: What is it that is being revealed through un-
righteous men? (Rom. 1:18; et al.) Is it only what we read
in the New Testament? Do these men get it from the New
Testament?

Answer: Unrighteous men reveal many things, of course;
but they reveal only human information. We can learn
from unrighteous people many things concerning unright-
eous people—because they reveal, make known, things of
themselves.

But where is the scripture that says unrighteous people
are revealing the will of God today? I deny that there is
any such passage.

Voice: “Isaiah 64:6”

Gus Nichols: Someone has given me a passage of Scrip-
ture which says, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” (Isa. 64.6.) They
did not have any righteousness at all! Their ‘righteousness’
was actually unrighteousness, and was as “filthy rags.”
Now, true “righteousness” is not as “filthy rags.” “All thy
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commandments are righteousness.” (Ps. 119:172.) “Every-
one that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is
righteous.” (1 John 3:7.) “He that . . . worketh righteous-
ness, is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34, ASV.) Such obedi-
ence “from the heart” (Rom. 6:17-18) is not filthy and un-
clean in God’s sight. But God’s people Israel were wicked
at the time Isaiah was prophesying concerning them and
said, “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”

But note: it was Isaiah (who was an inspired prophet)
who is saying this to the people. Hence this was not some
revelation made to Isaiah by the people themselves.

Question: Is the ‘angel of his presence’ (mentioned in
Isa. 63:9) the same as ‘his Holy Spirit’ (in v. 10)?

Answer:. I think the “angel of his presence” was some-
thing different. Of course, the “angel of his presence”
means a messenger from God’s presence. God sometimes
spoke by angels. Angels came and talked with Abraham,
and with Lot, who entertained them. “Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.” (Heb. 13:2.)

The Bible does not say the Holy Spirit is the same as an
“angel.” We need to get away from that idea.

Question: Did Christ himself speak to Saul in Acts 9:5,
or in the sense of through the Holy Spirit, as you discussed
in 1 Pet. 3:18?

Answer: Christ spoke to the apostles through the Holy
Spirit. So far as we know, all his speaking was done
through the Holy Spirit. John says, “He whom God hath
sent, speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the
Spirit by measure unto him.” (John 3:34) The context
shows he is speaking of Christ. So Christ spoke the words
of God, because God had not given unto him (that is,
Christ) the Spirit by measure. Hence, when Christ spoke,
it was by the Spirit which he had without measure.

Then we read, “The former treatise have I made, O
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
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until the day in which he was taken up, after that he”—
that is, Christ—“through the Holy Ghost had given com-
mandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen.” (Acts
1:1-2.) So Christ did his teaching, and did his speaking,
“through the Holy Ghost.” Not only so, but he wrought
his miracles through the power of the Holy Spirit: “I by
the Spirit of God cast out devils . . .” (Matt. 12:28.)

Question: Did you understand that this question deals
with the conversion of Saul? In Acts 9, did Christ himself
speak with Saul? or did he speak to him through the Holy
Spirit?>—at the time of his conversion.

Answer: Of course Christ spoke to him, for he said, “I
am Jesus.” (Acts 9:5.) But the Holy Spirit was, through
Christ, giving the message. (John 3:34.) I do not see any
problem there.

Question: How would you define (simply) the role of
the Holy Spirit in the Trinity?

Answer: The role of the Holy Spirit is to work with God
and Christ, the other members of the Godhead or the
Trinity. (Trinity means three: they are the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.)

The Father planned and purposed our redemption. “God
. . . hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 1:8-
9.) The church (Eph. 3:10) and the preaching of the gospel
(v. 8) were in ‘“the eternal purpose of God” (v. 11) before
the world was. Hence, God “purposed” our redemption, our
salvation. The church was not an “afterthought” with God,
nor an “emergency” measure that just came up when he
did not know what else to provide—and this was the best
thing he could plan in an emergency! But the church was
in the “purpose” of God from eternity, and our salvation
likewise. So God drew up the great “blueprint” of Chris-
tianity, we might say; and then he sent the Son.

So we read: “God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him might be
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saved.” (John 3:17.) Jesus said, “I came down from heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.”
(John 6:38.) There it is: God sent the Son to do the Son’s
work. The Son was to die for our sins, and do all else that
was necessary to be our mediator between us and God. (1
Tim. 2:5.) In the shadow of the cross he said, “I have fin-
ished the work which thou gavest me to do.” (John 17:4.)
Jesus went back to heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit, for
he promised, “If I depart, I will send him unto you.” (John
16:7.)

The Holy Spirit then came to do his work, which was to
reveal and to confirm what God had purposed, and what
Christ had wrought out in our behalf. The Holy Spirit was
to make known (to reveal), and to confirm for all time to
come, the glorious gospel of Christ. The Spirit thus guided
in the establishment of Christianity in the earth when this
gospel was preached by men, as God put it into the hands
of “earthen vessels.” (2 Cor. 4:7.) When that gospel is
preached, and when people believe and obey it to become
Christians and to live according to the words and teaching
of the Holy Spirit, they are “led by the Spirit” (Rom. 8:14),
and are comforted by the Spirit. They are encouraged by
the Spirit. They have the Spirit’s incentives and motives
and inducements—vast as all eternity —to be Christians.
And if the Spirit were to do his work over, he could not
do any better! He did his best—he did a perfect job.

God is not going to do his part over, and get up another
religion. Christ is not going to come back and be born
(again) of a virgin, and do his work over. Neither does the
Spirit need to do his work over. It is now time for us to
work—and we ought to be at it.

Question: Should an answer of ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ be given to
the question, ‘Is the Holy Spirit God’?

Answer: Well, some questions cannot be answered with
a ‘yes’ or ‘no.” Brother F. B. Srygley was in a discussion
with a Seventh Day Adventist who asked him a question,
and demanded a “yes-or-no” answer. Brother Srygley from
his seat responded, “Some questions cannot be answered in
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that fashion.” His opponent said, “Well, I will answer any
question you ask me with a ‘yes’ or ‘no’.” Whereupon Bro.
Srygley asked, “Sir, have you quit whipping your wife?”
(If he said,“Yes,” that would imply that he had been whip-
ping her; but if he said, “No,” then he still whips her!) So,
some questions cannot be answered with a “yes” or “no.”

But this one can: “Yes.” The Holy Spirit is “God.” “God”
is not narrowed down to the Father. In some passages
“God” includes the whole GOD-HEAD. The word “God”
means “Deity,” or “Divinity,” as in the definition of the
word “God-head,” the state of being God, or .divine. So,
the Holy Spirit is divine; the Holy Spirit is “God.”

Christ is “God.” Listen to John: “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God,” —now listen to
the next statement—‘“and the Word was God.” The Spirit is
not the “Father” God, but he is “God” or “Deity.” He is one
of the “Godhead.” That is why the “Father” (one of the God-
head or Deity) said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness.” (Gen. 1:26-27.) The plural pronouns no doubt
refer to the Holy Spirit, and to Christ—who were back
there. Christ said he had glory with the Father “before the
world was.” (John 17:5.) He was not the “Father,” but he
was “with” the Father “before the world was.” He said,
“Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” (v.
24.) We also read that “God” (the Father) created all things
“by” his “Son.” (Heb. 1:2; Col. 1:13-18.)

Question: Here is another question: “If the Holy Spirit
is a person, why can we not see him?”

Answer: Well, you cannot see any spiritual “beings” or
persons. Last night I took the time to show that there is a
spirit world, an invisible (to us) world. We cannot see God;
we cannot see Jesus Christ now; we cannot see the angels
up in heaven; neither can we see the “Holy Spirit.” (But
there are things down here on earth we cannot see. We
cannot see atoms, gravity, electricity, the wind, love, in-
stinct, nor thoughts.) So, there is a spirit world. The “Trin-
ity” are spirit beings—and that is why I took the time and
trouble last night to establish that fact.
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Question: Why would anybody ‘lie’ to the Holy Spirit?

Answer: That is what I'd like to know! Ananias did it,
and I suppose he did it through ignorance, or in a thought-
less manner. But today, why will brethren ‘lie’ about their
contributions? “Uncle Sam” says that if Churches of Christ
are receiving all the money their members are reporting
as contributions on their income tax deductions, he does
not understand how in the world we are going to spend
all that money! So, not all of the ‘liars’ are yet dead!

In Ananias’ day some could “discern” spirits. One of the
nine gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8-10) was “discerning of
spirits.” Peter must have been a discerner of spirits. He,
by the Holy Spirit, seemed able to discern a man’s spirit
and know when he was lying to God and the Holy Spirit.
Ananias probably did not know he could do that. Perhaps
presumptiously, he thought that the Holy Spirit would not
be able to detect the error. Hence he told and acted a lie
—and God killed him. (Acts 5.) That is the reason Peter
told Simon, “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart”—that he
could buy the gift of God with money—“may be forgiven
thee.” (Acts 8:22.)

There are people today so foolish as to think that they
can sway God Almighty with numbers, or by counting
noses, or by taking a vote, or with money.

Question: How do you know that the Spirit of Christ,
and the Spirit of God, are the same as the Holy Spirit?
Does not the Holy Spirit have his own spirit?

Answer: First of all, we do not read in the Bible where
the Holy Spirit has his own ‘spirit’. But the Bible speaks
of “the Spirit of Christ which was in” the Old Testament
prophets. (1 Pet. 1:10.) But Nehemiah said God “gavest also
thy good Spirit to instruct them”—but this was done “by
thy Spirit in thy prophets.” (Neh. 9:20, 30.) However, other
scriptures (such as Acts 1:16 and 28:25) show that it was
the “Holy Ghost” or “Holy Spirit” who spoke through the
prophets. Hence we must conclude that .the “Spirit of
Christ,” the “Spirit of God,” and the “Holy Spirit” are iden-
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tical. The “Spirit of God” and the “Spirit of Christ” are
used interchangeably in Romans 8:9-11. A “Thus saith the
Lord” ought to be the end of all controversy. There is no
reason to argue against the Scriptures which say that the
Holy Spirit in the prophets was called the “Spirit of
Christ.”

Question: Does the Holy Spirit speak through men today
in a direct way? Does he motivate them to speak by ‘in-
fluence’ on their behavior?

Answer: The Holy Spirit now through the Bible influ-
ences us to speak; but there is now no direct ‘independent-
of-the-word’ operation, or revelation, for wus. Such ideas
“make the word of God of none effect.” (Mark 7:13.) Such
‘traditions’ will make God’s word of none effect today be-
cause people will ‘turn up their noses’ at the word, and
look forward to, or expect, imaginary direct revelation.
This is absolutely a ‘decoy’ to get people away from the
word of God. The whole thing is a work of Satan, who
wants to belittle the “word” of God and render it ineffec-
tive.

Question: Are angels agents of the Holy Spirit, or do
they act independently?

Answer: They are agents of God, the Father. God sends
angels—or did send them. He dispatched (Luke 1:26) them
for his work. You will often read of the “angel of God” (as
in Acts 10:3), but I do not know where the Holy Spirit sent
angels. No such scripture comes to my mind.

Question: Is there any Biblical proof that the miracles
stopped with the last person on whom the apostles laid
hands and gave them power?

Answer: Of course there is! That will come up in about
two more nights, and I prefer not to enter into it now.
Time tonight forbids a mature study of it. And any other
question that arises, if I am planning to discuss it thor-
oughly later, I will defer it likewise. In the meantime,
study 1 Corinthians 13:8-13.
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Question: Does the Holy Spirit guide men today other
than through the word?

Answer: Tonight I have been saying over and over that
he does not! The Holy Spirit’s guidance in the written
word of God, and by it he does a thorough job of guiding
us. “Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel.” (Ps. 73:24.)
He does not guide us with ‘imaginations.” But concerning
such Paul wrote, “Casting down imaginations . . .” (2 Cor.
10:4, 5.) He did not say, “Exalt your imaginations, and
follow them instead of the written word of God.”

Question: Will you comment a little on the passage in
Romans that says, ‘The Spirit maketh intercession for us.’
Is this the Holy Spirit as a person?

Answer: Yes, I think that is the Holy Spirit making the
intercession; but his intercessions are his prayers for us.
They are made to God. He is working with God for us, in
our behalf. But he is not working directly upon us. There
is a world of difference! He is not operating on us, and
inspiring us, when he is praying for us! When I pray for
you, I am not operating and working directly upon you
in any miraculous way. Abraham interceded for Sodom
(Gen. 18:16-33)—but he was not operating on Sodom in any
mysterious manner. There are many illogical conclusions
being reached by some.

Question: Please give some reasons why you believe
such expressions as ‘“the Spirit of Christ,” “the Spirit of
God,” and “the Holy Spirit” all refer to the same one.

Answer: I did not say they refer to the same one: they
refer to the same Godhead, the same Trinity. (Rom. 8:9-11.)
But God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit are not the same
person. If that is what you mean, then I did not say that,
nor do I believe that. Many times in debate have I defend-
ed the fact that there are three persons in the Godhead.

Voice: “The question concerns the “spirit of God,” “Spirit
of Christ,” and the “Holy Spirit” being the same.”

Answer: It depends on what verse is under consideration.
The context shows whether it refers to the Spirit of Christ
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himself—his own spirit. For instance, he said, “Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46.) Well, that
did not refer to the Holy Spirit, but to his own personal
spirit. So the context must be considered.

Question: Romans 8:13 says, “If ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Does this
teach that we have personal, daily, help in living the Chris-
tian life? If so, would this not be a great encouragement to
him who says, ‘I would become a Christian, but I am afraid
I could not live it’?

Answer: Oh, yes! the Spirit encourages us very much to
live the Christian life; but he does it through his word.
When we study that, and follow his word, we are encour-
aged by it, strengthened by it, and by it mortify the deeds
of the body. But when you imagine that the Spirit in some
direct way encourages you, how would he do it? What
sort of thought would he present? How much more could
he say than has been said? The grand old song, How Firm
A Foundation, stresses this:

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?”

Question: [ have heard so much about the unpardonable
sin, which is supposed to be the sin against the Holy Spirit.

What is the sin? Do you intend to discuss this more fully
later?

Answer: Later; and I have already said enough about it
tonight in answering another question. It was to say the

Holy Spirit in Christ was an “unclean” or wicked spirit.
(Matt. 12:22-33; Mark 3:22-30.)

Question: Was the baptism of the Holy Spirit necessary
to perform miracles? Our brethren also believe in water
baptism. In view of ‘one baptism’ (Eph. 4:5), would this
now answer our few brethren who believe in ‘speaking in
tongues?’ Please give your views.

Answer: That will come up tomorrow night. I am defer-
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ring this one until that time, hoping you will come back.
That will be the main subject tomorrow night.

Question: If the Holy Spirit does not still guide us, and
perform for us, what good are some of our prayers for a
heart to be moved toward God and Christ?

Answer: Because the Holy Spirit does not have to oper-
ate directly upon a heart to move it. There are many things
God providentially does—not miraculously—in answering
our prayers. There is a difference between providence and
miracles. Providence is the word “provide” plus “-ance”
(with a slight change in pronunciation). God provides with-
out miracles (necessarily) in many cases, and always has
done so.

For instance, when Elijah prayed for rain, his servant
saw a cloud about as big as a man’s hand, coming from
over the Mediterranean Sea; and it rained out of that cloud.
(1 Kings 18:41-46.) There was no miracle about that: it was
providence, and it was in answer to Elijah’s prayer. But
if it had rained out of a-clear sky, or if the cloud had come
up from the desert, and brought rain—that would have
been miraculous! (When I was travelling over there in
1962 our guide told us that if the cloud had come from the
wrong direction, it would have been a miracle!) But the
cloud arose over the sea, and it rained out of the cloud!
That was providential.

A mother bird, taking care of the young in her nest, can
go out in search of food for which her babies have been
begging (‘praying’ if you please!); she can go out and
“answer” their plea for food—without working a miracle!
Yet some folk cannot believe (it seems) that God can use
the laws of nature and bless us! Some think every such
blessing would have to be a ‘miracle!’

I would just like to say, in closing, that I very much
appreciate your questions. I want you to feel free to ask
questions. If I cannot answer them, I will just say that I
do not know. I have, over the last fifty years, had to say
many times, “I do not know,” because I do not believe
God has revealed all matters, or I have not yet learned
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the answer. I am not here to be a ‘smart-aleck,” if you
please. I am very happy to think that these questions may
be helpful, even to those who did not ask them. May all
find it interesting to think upon them. God bless you.
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This evening we are to study “The Baptism Of The Holy
Spirit.” Of course, our general over-all theme for the week
is, “The Holy Spirit and His Work.” Certainly, we do not
know too much about any vital Bible subject. If we knew
all that God has revealed about any given subject, we
would not know too much. We can learn more and more
about God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit by prayerful study
of what he has revealed. One text we have used in the
background study says, “The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong
unto us and to our children.” (Deut. 29:29.) We are inter-
ested in the things which are revealed, not in some specu-
lative theories, nor in some imaginary system which some-
one has worked up and thought out for the rest of us.

Was A Promise

First of all, the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a promise
made unto the apostles of our Lord. John the Baptizer
made the statement: “I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than
I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: whose fan is in
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather
his wheat into the garner; but he ‘will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire.” (Matt. 3:11-12.) Beside water bap-
tism, two other baptisms are mentioned in this context.
“I indeed baptize you with water” assuredly refers to
water baptism, with which the people who heard John
were familiar. It is stated in this same chapter that the
people “were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their
sins.” (Matt. 3:5-6.)

Baptism An Immersion
Baptism is an immersion. The English word BAPTISM
is from the Greek BAPTIZO, which means to dip, immerse,

(87)
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overwhelm, submerge, and such like kindred ideas. It
never meant to sprinkle or pour. It has reference to the
burial, as mentioned in connection with baptism. The
apostle Paul says, “Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted to-
gether in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection.” (Rom. 6:4-5.) Hence baptism
is a burial. Paul also used the word “planted” here in de-
scribing the act. So, regardless of what the element might
be in which one is baptized, the baptism itself is always an
immersion, submersion, or overwhelming of some sort. Bap-
tism never meant a sprinkling. It never meant just a bit
of the element referred to. This is true of the baptism of
the Holy Spirit the same as it is true of baptism in water.

Baptism Of Suffering

Jesus said, “Are ye able to be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with.” (Matt. 20:22.) He was talking about
his suffering. Who would be so blasphemous as to say that
Jesus endured only a little “sprinkling” of suffering?—
that when he called his a “baptism” of suffering, he meant
that there was just a small bit of suffering connected with
his death? No! The Bible teaches us that he suffered ter-
ribly in death for us—that he suffered indescribably for
us that he might bring us unto God. (1 Pet. 3:18.) His suf-
fering was beyond what any human tongue can describe.
That suffering was a “baptism” of suffering! It was an
overwhelming of suffering, and a submersion, as it were,
in what is figuratively referred to as the “element” of suf-
fering. Hence, the word “baptism” connected with any-
thing, any element—literally or figuratively—describes an
overwhelming. This word necessitates a large measure of
the element, rather than just a small amount of it.

Greek Literature
In classical Greek literature we find the word “bap-
tism” connected with such experiences, for instance, as a
man being “drowned” with questions. He was said to be
“baptized” with questions. That didn’t mean only a few
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questions, but had reference to a great quantity of ques-
tions. If a man were overcome with debt—so deeply in
debt that he could not pay—he was said to be “baptized”
in debt. This is the use of the word “baptize” in the
language of the people whom Jesus addressed in the New
Testament. The Holy Spirit, through the apostles and
other inspired writers of the New Testament, addressed
the people in their own—the Greek—language. They under-
stood that language, and received the word of the Lord
in the new covenant in that language. To them the word
BAPTIZO (baptize) meant to overwhelm, submerge, and
the like. When water is the element, “baptize” has refer-
ence to a burial, and a resurrection. (Rom. 6:4-5.) It refers
to a “planting” in the likeness of his death—thus a cover-
ing up—for when we plant our seeds we cover them up.
Not only so, but Paul says we are “buried with him in
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him.” (Col. 2:12))

So, baptism has reference to the act of submersion. It
has reference to an act which differs from receiving just
a bit of the element considered. Of John the immerser
we read that the people “were baptized of him in Jordan.”
(Matt. 3:6.) One man quibbled, “Well, it didn’t say River
Jordan.” True, that text doesn’t; but Mark 1:5 does: “They
were baptized of him in the river of Jordan.” Later we
read, when the Ethiopian eunuch was baptized, that “both
Philip and the eunuch” first “went down into the water”
preparatory to the performance of the act of baptism. (Acts
8:35-39.) Then the Bible says, “And he baptized him.” After
the baptism we read: “They were come up out of the
water . . .”—that is, they came back up on the land.

Now, the word “baptize” connected with the Holy Spirit
carries with it the idea (although figuratively expressed)
of the amount of the Holy Spirit given and received in the
case. Our Lord’s baptism of suffering implies the great
amount of suffering he endured. The one baptized in debt
was overwhelmed in the enormous amount of his debts.
One baptized with questions was submerged or “drowned”
in the multitude of inquiries. So likewise we refer to a cer-
tain large, voluminous measure (we might say) of the Holy
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Spirit when we talk about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
It is no ordinary gift of the Holy Spirit under consideration.

Christ To Administer Holy Spirit Baptism

John said Christ, whom he referred to as coming “after
me,” “shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost” or “Holy
Spirit.” (Matt. 3:11.) Christ was to administer Holy Spirit
baptism. When you find the Holy Spirit administered by
some man, as by the laying on of some apostle’s hands,
such is not the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit—because only
Christ was the administrator of that. The baptism of the
Spirit was not given through the imposition of apostolic
hands. (Tomorrow evening we will consider that measure,
which in the Bible is never called the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. We will see that it was bestowed by the laying on
of the apostles’ hands.)

God had given John a sign that, when he baptized Jesus,
he would see the Spirit descending in the form of a dove.
(John 1:33-34.) He said, “This is he”’—the Messiah, the
Savior and hope of the world—*. .. the same is he which
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” So, Jesus alone, is said
to baptize with the Holy Ghost.

Baptism Of The Great Commission Not Holy Spirit
Baptism

We know by this that the baptism.of the Great Commis-
sion is not the baptism of the ‘Holy Spirit. Jesus said to
his disciples, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them . ..” (Matt. 28:19.) Who were to do the going?
The disciples. Who were to do the teaching? The disciples.
Who were to perform the baptizing? The disciples. Hear
Jesus again: “Go ye”—you disciples—*“and teach all nations,
baptizing them.” That was water baptism; for only Jesus
could administer Spirit baptism, as we have seen.

Another reason for saying the baptism of the Great Com-
mission is water baptism is that it is to be performed “in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” (Matt. 28:19.) Certainly, Holy Spirit baptism would
not be “in the name of ... the Holy Ghost”—by the
authority of the Spirit himself. Great Commission baptism
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is in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There-
fore water baptism is the “baptism” of the Great Commis-
sion. Except the Society of Friends (Quakers), every reli-
gious body or denomination in my knowledge baptizes (?)
some way or other, according to their ideas of baptism.
And they never administer what they call “water baptism”
without doing it in some “name.”

Some of the Differences
Let us note some of the differences between water bap-
tism and Holy Spirit baptism.

1. Water baptism is for ‘“all nations,” and is required of
“every creature” who is a gospel subject. (Matt. 28:19; Mark
16:15-16.) Holy Spirit baptism was not for all men, for in
speaking of “the Spirit of truth” Jesus said, “whom the
world cannot receive.” (John 14:17))

2. Water baptism is a command of God. (Matt. 28:19; Acts
10:48; 2:38; 22:16.) Holy Spirit baptism was a promise of
God unto a very few. (Acts 1:2-5.)

3. Water baptism is an act of obedience, an act of man.
(Acts 2:38; 22:16; 10:48.) Spirit baptism was an act of the
Lord, not an act of man. (Acts 1:5.)

4. Water baptism is administered by men, by those doing
the teaching. (Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 1:14.) Spirit baptism was
administered by the Lord himself. (Matt. 3:11; John 1:33.)

5. Water baptism is a condition of salvation to a lost
world. (Mark 16:15-16; 1 Pet. 3:20-21.) Spirit baptism had
to do with either revealing the gospel, or confirming it.
(John 16:13; Heb. 2:4.)

6. Water baptism is “in the name” (or by the authority)
of Christ, and “into the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19, ASV; Acts 2:38; 8:14-
16; 22:16.) Holy Spirit baptism was in no name at all—was
not performed by man. (Matt. 3:11.)

7. Water baptism is an act of faith. (Gal. 3:26-27; Mark
16:15-16; Col. 2:12.) Spirit baptism was not an act of man,



92 LECTURES ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

hence it could not have been an act of faith. (Luke 24:48-
49.)

8. Water baptism has in the action both a burial, and a
resurrection—as Christ was buried and raised. (Rom. 6:4;
Col. 2:12.) Spirit baptism had no resurrection, and no vis-
ible burial. (Acts 1:5; 2:4.)

9. Water baptism is a baptism “of repentance” (Mark 1:4;
Luke 3:3; Acts 19:4; 2:38)—that is, it belongs to, and grows
out of, repentance. But Holy Spirit baptism came three-
and-one-half years after the apostles repented and were
baptized in water. (Mark 1:4; Luke 7:29-30; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4.)

10. Water baptism is a condition of cleansing one from
the guilt of sin. (Acts 22:16; Eph. 5:25-26.) Spirit baptism
came long after the apostles were already “clean” (John
15:3) through the word.

11. Water baptism puts one “into Christ.” (Rom. 6:3-4;
Gal. 3:26-27.) Spirit baptism of the apostles came after they
already were “in” Christ, and had been urged to “abide in”
Christ. (John 15:1-6; Acts 2:1-4.)

12. Water baptism is in order to “receive” the ordinary
“gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38; 5:32.) Spirit baptism
itself was a reception of the miraculous ‘“gift of the Holy
Spirit” administered by Christ. (Acts 1:5; Matt. 3:11.)

13. Water baptism is to continue in God’s program “al-
ways, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 28:19-20.)
There is no promise of Holy Spirit baptism this side of
A.D. 64, when Paul wrote Ephesians 4:5.

14. You can obey the Lord’s command to be baptized in
water. (Acts 2:38; 10:48; 22:16.) But there is not now a thing
you can scripturally do to obtain Spirit baptism—for there
is only “one baptism” now. (Eph. 4:5.)

It is just like old Satan to get people to refuse to obey
God, and instead, spend their time trying to “get” some-

thing which God has not promised us today, and which is
not for us at all.
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Holy Spirit Baptism Promised

John promised that the disciples of Jesus would be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit: “I indeed baptize you with
water . . . but . .. he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost” or “Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 3:11.) Baptism in water—
even in the case of the apostles—would not take the place
of, be a substitute for, Holy Spirit baptism. Neither would
Holy Spirit baptism alone be sufficient. As apostles, they
first had to be baptized with water. (Matt. 3:11; Luke 7:29-
30.) But cases are not always uniform: we find a vast dif-
ference between the baptism of the apostles in the Holy
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit baptism of the Gentiles at the
house of Cornelius. (Acts 2 with Acts 10 & 11.)

Promised To Apostles

We notice next that Jesus (in addition to John) promised
to the apostles the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Let us read
from Acts the first chapter. I want you to get the noun
and the pronouns that follow clearly in mind. (You may
not have read it carefully!) Luke says, “The former treatise
have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both
to do and teach, until the day in which he was taken up,
after that he through the Holy Ghost had given command-

ments unto the apostles . . .”—there is our plural noun,
apostles; now watch the pronouns which follow all the
way down for the next twelve verses—*. . . he had given

?”

commandments unto the apostles whom . . .”— the veryv
next word after ‘apostles’ is a plural pronoun, referring to
the noun ‘apostles™—“. . . unto the apostles whom he had
chosen. To whom”—the same pronoun—“also he showed
himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs,
being seen of them”—that’s another plural pronoun, refer-
ring to the apostles—*. . . being seen of them forty days,
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God: and being assembled together with them”—the apos-
tles—“commanded them”—that’s the apostles again—“that
they”’—another pronoun referring to the apostles—*“should
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye’—another plural pronoun re-
ferring back to the noun ‘apostles’—*ve have heard of me.
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For John truly baptized with water;”—as we quoted from
Matt. 3:11—“but ye”—a plural pronoun again, meaning the
‘apostles’—“shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence.” (Acts 1:1-5.) Pentecost follows in the
next chapter, and it was “not many days hence”’—usually
considered to be about ten days after the ascension.

But let us read the sixth verse, going right on without
skipping a verse: “When they’—the apostles—“therefore
were come together, they”’—the apostles—“asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king-
dom to Israel? And he said unto them”—the apostles—,"It is
not for you”’—the apostles—"“to know the times or the sea-
sons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye”
—the apostles—“shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you”’—the apostles—“and ye”’—that, too,
is the apostles—“shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth.”

At The Ascension

Luke continues: “And when he had spoken these things,
while they”’—the apostles—*“beheld, he was taken up; and
a cloud received him out of their’—still talking about the
apostles—“sight. And while they”—that’s the apostles—
“looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold,
two men stood by them”—by the apostles—*“in white ap-
parel; which also said, Ye”’—apostles—“men of Galilee,”—
these apostles were men of Galilee,—“why stand ye”’—you
apostles—‘“gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which
is taken up from you”—all these pronouns refer to the
noun ‘apostles’ back in the second verse. But we continue
in verse 11: “This same Jesus which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye’—you
apostles — “have seen him go into heaven. Then re-
turned they”’—the apostles—“unto Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath
day’s journey.” We have considered this meeting until it
broke up. The apostles went out and saw the Lord ascend;
now they have come back into the city for some things
that occurred during the interval between the ascension
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and Pentecost, which is usually regarded as a ten-day
period.

Apostles Needed Holy Spirit Baptism

Now, I wish to call attention to the fact that these apos-
tles were just fallible men. They were not qualified as yet
to go out and preach the gospel under the Great Commis-
sion. (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16.) In a “former treatise”
(Acts 1:1) by this same author, we have another record:
“Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer,
and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repent-
ance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are wit-
nesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise”
—here’s the promise about which we have been talking
(Matt. 3:11); the baptism of the Holy Spirit was to take
place later, on Pentecost day. (Acts 2.) “And, behold, I send
the promise of my Father upon you”—Jesus was talking
to his apostles, and was here giving them the Great Com-
mission—“but tarry ye”’—that’s the apostles—“in the city
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high.” (Luke 24:46-49.) So the promise is made unto the
apostles; and the noun “apostles” (Acts 1:2) is the anteced-
ent of the pronouns which we have followed all the way
down until our Lord ascended to his throne in heaven.
Those “apostles” turned back unto the city. (Luke 24:50-
53; Acts 1:12))

Apostles Received Holy Spirit Baptism

There was no promise of the Holy Spirit to be poured
out in a baptismal measure upon all mankind, nor on the
multitude of people, nor on the “hundred and twenty.” We
have seen that this promise was to the apostles. Of them
we read further in Acts 1. The last word in the closing
verse of Acts 1 is the noun “apostles.” Remember that God
did not divide the Bible into chapters and verses. (This
was done by men for convenience.)

Let us read the last verse of Acts 1, with the first four
verses following it, ignoring the division into chapters:
“And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Mat-



96 LECTURES ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

thias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.”
There is the noun ‘apostles;’ it is the last word in the first
chapter. We read right on: “And when the day of Pente-
cost was fully come, they . . .”—‘they’ who? The apostles!
The pronoun ‘they’ refers back to the preceeding noun
‘apostles.” “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they”—the apostles—“were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they”’—there’s the same pronoun again, referring to the
apostles—“were sitting.” (Note that Luke does not say,
‘where they were wallowing or rolling in the sawdust, or
down in the dirt,’but they were ‘sitting™in an orderly
fashion, 1 Cor. 14:40, of course.) “And there appeared unto
them”—that again is the apostles—“cloven”—or forked—
“tongues like as of fire . ..” (These “tongues” were “cloven”
or forked, like flames of fire leaping up, forking out this
way and that.)

No Fire Baptism On Pentecost

“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as
of fire . . .” There was no “fire” baptism on Pentecost.
Good people were not promised “fire” baptism. Fire bap-
tism is hell fire! We read that the wicked “shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.”
(Rev. 21:8.) Hell is here spoken of as a “lake” of liquid
brimstone (sulphur) on fire. Now, John said Jesus would
baptize with two baptisms: (1) one would be the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, and (2) the other would be the baptism
of fire. In this context John mentions this “fire” on both
sides of verse eleven. (Matt. 3.) He says, “And now also the
axe is laid unto the root of the trees; therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit”—that is not good
people—*is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” (v. 10.)
Now, that fire is not something to be prayed for, and
sought after; it’s for the bad and fruitless trees. John also
soid Jesus “will gather his wheat”—those are the good peo-
ple—“into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.” (v. 12.) Don’t you see that is hell fire?
“Unquenchable fire” is never said in the New Testament
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anywhere to be for the righteous, for good people; but it
is for the wicked, and has reference to eternal punishment
in torment. Later, when Jesus repeated this promise to his
faithful apostles only, Jesus omitted any reference to the fire
baptism. (Acts 1:5.) Hence, when John said Jesus would
“baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire” (Matt.
3:11), we know the apostles were in one group, apart from
those for whom fire baptism is intended—for they received
the Spirit baptism, as we are tracing the account in Acts 1:26
to 2:4. In Acts 1:5 Jesus renewed the promise to the apos-
tles that they would be baptized in the Holy Spirit “not
many days hence.” And they did soon receive Him. (Acts
2:1-4.)

Both Visible And Audible

Thus we learn that the “fire” mentioned on Pentecost
(Acts 2:3) was not real, literal, fire. Luke simply said the
tongues were cloven or forked “like as of fire.” He did not
say they were actually tongues of fire. So down goes the
theory that the apostles would be, and were baptized with
the Holy Ghost and with fire on Pentecost! There isn’t a
word of truth in that idea; it is false doctrine! Your Bible
says, “There appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of
fire, and it sat upon each of them”—there on each of
these apostles was a visible appearance. The multitude,
when they assembled (v. 6) could all see that forked or
cloven tongues sat upon the apostles. That was not some-
thing which depended upon the apostles’ testimony. One
apostle did not get up and claim, ‘I’'ve got it!” and then
another eventually arise, saying, “Well, I've got it, too!
It’s come upon me, too!” The audience that “came together”
(v. 6) did not have just the apostles’ word for their baptism
in the Holy Spirit. The multitude could see this demon-
stration of Holy Spirit baptism upon the apostles. That is
why Peter says Christ “hath shed forth this, which ye now
see and hear.” (v. 33.) And the people could hear the apos-
tles speaking in their language, which is another mighty
miracle connected with the baptism of the apostles in the
Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:1-4.)

We read right on in Acts 2: “And they”—that is still talk-
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ing about the apostles—“were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues”—that is,
other languages —“as the Spirit gave them”—the apostles
—“utterance.” (Acts 2:4.) Now the apostles have been bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit by the time we finish this verse.

Apostles Only On Pentecost

It was the apostles who received Spirit baptism on Pen-
tecost, not the “hundred and twenty,” not the multitude,
nor everybody in the city round about. But let us read
further: “And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, de-
vout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when
this”—the Spirit’s coming upon the apostles—“was noised
abroad”—when people of the city heard that the apos-
tles had been baptized with the Holy Ghost, or heard
the ‘sound . . . as of a rushing mighty wind’—“the
multitude came together.” (v. 5-6.) The multitude was
not present when this great miracle occurred. “The
multitude came together, and were confounded . . .”—the
multitude, not the apostles, were confused—“because that
every man”’—every one of the multitude—"“heard them”
—the apostles—“speak in his own language.” The apostles
were enabled to speak in the languages of the people of the
multitude, even though they had never studied those
languages a day in their lives! “And they were all amazed,
and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all
these”’—these apostles—“which speak Galileans?” Remem-
ber, we read (Acts 1:9-11) where two men (angels) in bright
apparel at the ascension called the apostles “men of Gali-
lee.” The apostles were “Galileans,” whereas the multi-
tude were from all over the civilized world. “And how
hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born?” They could hear the gospel as it was preached to
them in their own language which they could understand.
No miracle was performed on the multitude. It did not
take a miracle for a man to hear the gospel preached in
his own tongue when by the power of the Holy Ghost a
man preached it in that tongue. This miracle was still upon
the apostles, not upon those who heard.

The apostles were not ‘jabbering’ or ‘muttering’ some-
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thing that nobody could understand! The multitude in-
quired, “How hear we every man in our own tongue”—
or language—*“wherein we were born?” The audience spoke
different languages in the communities where they were
reared; but the apostles were enabled, by the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, to “speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.” (v. 4.)

Then Luke lists fifteen countries from which the multi-
tude had come. He says there were “Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia,
and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about
Cyrene, and strangers of Rome,’—then he explains that
all of them worshiped according to the Old Testament,
for they were all “Jews and proselytes,” which are not
places;—“Cretes and Arabians, we”’—the multitude—“do
hear them”—the apostles—“speak in our tongues . . .”
(Now, were the apostles really ‘speaking,’ or were they
just ‘jabbering’ something? Let’s read that again.) “We do
hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of
God.” They knew what the apostles were talking about!
They were telling about God’s wonderful works in raising

Jesus, and exalted him!

How Audience Reacted

“And they”—the audience—“were all amazed, and were
in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?”
(There are many people who do not yet know the mean-
ing of it!) “Others mocking said, These men”—there were
no women in the group baptized by the Holy Spirit on Pen-
tecost! The people were right there looking at the group
that had been baptized by the Holy Spirit; they could see
the “cloven tongues like as of fire” sitting upon them, and
they could hear them in their own language as they told
the multitude the “good news” (gospel) of the great works
of God in raising Christ, and exalting him. They knew
who received Holy Spirit baptism that day! Some who
stood by said mockingly, “These men are full of new wine.”
They did not say any ladies as well as men were filled
with the Holy Spirit on this occasion.
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Sometimes some fellow will say, “Well, God said, ‘On
my servants and on my handmaidens will I pour out in
those days of my Spirit.’ (Joel 2:28-30.) Thus there had to
be some ‘maidens’ there—unless oene of the apostles was a
‘daughter’ or a ‘maiden’.” The truth of the matter is, Joel’s
prophecy only began to be fulfilled on Pentecost. Later, at
the house of Cornelius, the Spirit was poured out upon the
whole household, and it involved ladies as well as men.
You remember that Cornelius had invited his friends and
his kinsmen. (Acts 10:26-27.) Hence men and women, his
friends in general, were present; and all of them were bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 10 & 11.) Then, and not
before then, was Joel’s prophecy completely fulfilled so
as to include the pouring out of the Spirit on the hand-
maidens, as well as upon “all flesh.” (Cf. Luke 3:6.)

Returning to Acts 2, we continue our reading: “But
Peter, standing up with the eleven”’—Peter was not stand-
ing up with the hundred and twenty, nor standing up with
the three thousand, nor standing up with a lot of men and
women; but he was ‘standing up with the eleven,’ the other
apostles!—“lifted up his voice and said unto them, Ye men
of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this
known unto you, and hearken to my words.” Now the
multitude must be converted by words that they must
quietly hear, consider, and understand, believe, and obey
in order to be saved.

Apostles Not Drunk

“For these’—here is a plural pronoun again; ‘these’
who? Well, ‘these men.’ Some had said, “These men are
full of new wine,” and Peter said, “These”—meaning these
men—"‘“are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the
third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel . . .” Then follows Joel’s prophecy,
and Peter’s sermon reaches this conclusion: “Therefore
being by the right hand of God exalted,”—that’s Christ’s
exhaltation—“and having received of the Father the prom-
ise of the Holy Ghost . . .”—this does not mean Christ re-
ceived, after he got to heaven, the Holy Ghost which God
had promised to give him. No; but he received from God
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the “promise of” (or made by)“the Holy Ghost”—the prom-
ise upon which Peter at that moment was commenting.
What was that “promise?” That Jesus would be raised to
sit upon David’s throne. The Holy Spirit promised that
to David. (2 Sam. 7:12-13.) And now Christ has been raised,
and has ascended into heaven, and has received David’s
throne, which was the thing promised by the Holy Ghost.

“And having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, he”—Christ—*hath shed forth this”—the bap-
tism of the apostles in the Holy Spirit—“which ye now
see and hear.” Peter did not say some apostle shed it forth
by laying hands on somebody, but Christ has “shed forth
this”—for only Jesus could administer Holy Spirit bap-
tism. (John 1:33; Matt. 3:11.) Peter proceeded to preach
further to them: “Let all the house of Israel know assured-
ly”’—Dbelieve most confidently—“that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ.” (v. 36.)

What The Multitude Needed

Note the result of this sermon: “Now when they heard
this, they were pricked in their heart”—the hearers were
pricked in their heart by the gospel which they heard,
which is ‘sharper than any two-edged sword’ (Heb. 4:12)
—“and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles . .. "
They didn’t inquire of Peter and the “rest of the hundred
and twenty.” Neither did they ask Peter and the “rest of
the three thousand,” nor ask Peter and the “rest of the
multitude.” But—“they said unto Peter and to the rest of
the apostles, Men and brethren .. .”—and sisters? No! Just,
‘Men and brethren.’ “Men and brethren, what shall we
do?” This question was propounded to nobody but the
apostles; they were the only ones who were qualified to
answer it. That the apostles were the proper ones to ask,
was demonstrated in the presence of the multitude by the
“cloven tongues like as of fire” sitting upon the apostles,
and by the fact that the apostles miraculously preached
the gospel in the languages of the people present. (v. 37.)

Remember that the Holy Spirit is speaking through the
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apostles, for “they began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4.) The Spirit, speak-
ing through the apostles, is now directing the multitude,
and telling them what to do to be saved: “Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38.)
“For the promise is unto you,”—you Jews—*and to your
children,”—they will be Jews, too—*and to all that are
afar off,”—that is us, Gentiles—*“even as many as the Lord
our God shall call. And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this un-
toward generation.” (v. 39-40.)

Notice that the multitude did not receive any direct rev-
elation of the Spirit to them; but of the audience we read:
“Then that that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41.)

Why Were The Apostles Baptized With the Holy Spirit?

We have found that the Holy Spirit fell upon the apos-
tles (Acts 1:26-2:4), and it came upon them as sent by Jesus,
and was thus administered by Christ—that Christ did bap-
tize them in the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 3:11; John 1:33.)- Now,
why were the apostles baptized with the Holy Spirit?

1. In the first place, these apostles were baptized with
the Holy Spirit in order that they might be enthroned.
Jesus said they would “sit upon twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matt. 19:28; Luke 22:28-30.)
They were enthroned, in power, and made to sit upon these
twelve (figuratively called) “thrones” when they were thus
given power. Jesus promised, “But ye shall receive power,
atter that the Holy Ghost is come upon you . . .”(Acts 1:8.)

2. That they might be empowered to function as apostles.
We read: “Ye shall receive power, after that” (A.S.V.
‘when’) “the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me . . .” (Acts 1:8.) Again: “But tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from
on high.” (Luke 24:49.) Holy Spirit baptism was to give
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them supernatural power, to reveal and confirm the gospel,
the New Testament, for all time to come.

3. It was to make them able ministers of the New Testa-
ment. Paul wrote that Christ “hath made us able ministers
of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit;
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” (2 Cor.
3:6.) Hence, this was to make them “able ministers” of the
New Testament, by enabling them to reveal the gospel,
and to confirm the New Testament, for all generations to
come, so long as the world stands.

4. The baptism of the Spirit was to enable the apostles
to fulfill this promise of Jesus: “Greater works than these
shall ye do; because I go unto my Father.” (John 14:12.)
After his ascension they would do greater works (not great-
er miracles). Holy Spirit baptism was to enable them to
perform these greater works, which would involve bring-
ing people into the kingdom of God. Remember that Christ
ascended before the kingdom was established. (Mark 9:1;
Acts 1:8; 2:4.)

5. It was to confirm through the apostles the word or
gospel, which “was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to his own will.” (Heb. 2:3-4.)

6. The Spirit was to be their Comforter. While with them,
Jesus comforted them: “Let not your heart be troubled...”
(John 14:1.) But now he says, “I will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another Comforter.” (v. 16.) Of course,
the Holy Spirit now comforts by his promises, by teaching
and encouraging us, through the apostles. They would,
through the revelation of the Holy Spirit, be comforted.
Hence we read of the “comfort of the Scriptures.” (Rom.
15:4.) Paul said, “Comfort one another with these words”
—words just revealed and written by the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit. (1 Thess. 4:18.) The Spirit used words; the
words of inspired men are written by the Spirit for our
comfort. Therefore, we do not have any direct comfort of
the Spirit. Some erroneously imagine that we must have
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the Comforter come and do his work “in addition to, and
independent of, the written word of God.”

7. Jesus said the Spirit would teach the apostles all
things. “Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them,”
and “testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in thy prophets.”
(Neh. 9:20, 30.) Jesus said, “He shall teach you”’—the apos-
tles—*“all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.” (John 14:26.) They could
not remember everything Jesus had personally taught
them; but the Holy Spirit would enable them to accurately
recall what Jesus had taught, and bring it to the apostles’
remembrance when needed. This prevented their leaving
out something that ought to have been in the gospel, or
in the new covenant.

8. Then, “He will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13.)
They didn’t have a line of the New Testament in writing.
They had to give the world the New Testament, orally at
first, then put it in writing. Without any guide, depending
on fickle human judgment and memory in giving us a
testament, they may have mixed and scrambled truth with
error—like vegetable soup! But the Spirit guided them
to give us a book of truth, without error.

9. The Holy Spirit was to show the apostles “things to
come.” (John 16:13.) He foretold of the apostasy (2 Thess.
2:4), and predicted that false teachers would come. (Acts
20:29-30; 1 Tim. 4:1-3))

10. He was to enable these apostles to lay hands on
others, to confer the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit
on them. “Simon saw that through laying on of the apos-
tles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given.” (Acts 8:18.)

11. By the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the apostles were
enabled to make known the terms of the remission of sins.
“Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them;

and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” (John
20:23))

12. Spirit baptism gave the apostles the “keys of the
kingdom.” (Matt. 16:18.) It enabled them to “bind on earth”
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what is bound in heaven, and “loose on earth” what is
loosed in heaven.

13. By it the apostles were enabled to be “witnesses.”
(Luke 24:48.) Jesus told them to tarry for this power
as witnesses. (v. 49.) Then he said, “Ye also shall bear wit-
ness . . .” (John 15:27.) Also with their own eyes they had
seen certain things of which they could bear witness.

14. There was a language barrier in their way. In giving
the apostles the Great Commission, Jesus had said, “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” (Mark 16:15.) They could not do that without divine
help, because not every creature in all the world could
speak the same language. This humanly-impossible barrier
was in the way, and they would be unable to carry out the
Great Commission, unless the Lord gave them the power
to preach in the various languages. Holy Spirit baptism
enabled them to speak in languages they had never studied
or learned, and thus get the gospel started among all
tongues, by empowering them to preach in the various
languages. (Acts 2:1-14.)

15. It was to establish the church. The Holy Spirit came
(Acts 2:1-4); the kingdom came “with power” (Mark 9:1)
—the power of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8.) Peter said, “The
Holy Ghost fell on . . . us at the beginning. (Acts 11:15.)
But the Holy Spirit fell on them on “Pentecost.” (Acts
2:1-4.) Hence, Pentecost was the beginning—the beginning
of the church or kingdom, which came with power. (Mark
9:1.)

16. The apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit to in-
spire them. They began to preach the gospel, or speak “as
the Spirit gave them utterance” in other tongues (or
languages). Peter said the gospel was preached “with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” (1 Pet. 1:12)) “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God.” (2 Tim. 3:16.)

17. In the next place, Holy Spirit baptism was to aid
the apostles to carry out the Great Commission. Whatever
was required in the matter of revealing and confirming
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the great Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Spirit showed them
—even things to come. (John 16:13.) He guided them into
all the truth that the world will ever need. (John 16:13.)
They were the “last” apostles, says Paul. (1 Cor. 4:9; note
marginal reading.) The only current, living ‘apostles’ on
earth are “false apostles.” (2 Cor. 11:13-15.) Jesus said the
Ephesians had “tried them which say they are apostles,
and are not, and hast found them liars.” (Rev. 2:2.) So they
had lying “apostles” back then; and there are today lying
“apostles”—*“false apostles, deceitful workers, transform-
ing themselves”—as Mormon ‘apostles’ do—“into the apos-
tles of Christ.” They claim to be real ‘apostles,” successors
of the apostles of Christ; but the apostles of Christ had
no successors! Paul said, “God hath set forth us the apos-
tles last.” (1 Cor. 4:9.)—“L-A-S-T!”

No Successors

One function of an apostle was to be a witness; and a
witness cannot have a successor. If a prominent and im-
portant witness in a legal case dies, we can’t have some
neighbor, or anyone else, come in and take his place, and
testify in his stead. A witness can’t have a successor! Since
that is one of the prominent functions of an apostle—to
be a witness—it follows therefore that we can have no
other apostles. These New Testament apostles are our
apostles tonight. They are on their thrones (Luke 22:30) to-
night. They have ruled, and do now rule; they have made
inspired decisions and they are on record. Every decision
necessary, every truth ever to be revealed, has been reveal-
ed by them, and has been confirmed. This truth needs no
new revelation; and it needs no new miraculous confirma-
tion. Thus, my friends, when we follow the apostles’ teach-
ing in the New Testament, we are being governed and
guided by the Holy Spirit through them. The New Testa-
ment apostles are our apostles—and we don’t need any ‘liv-
ing apostles’ tonight. This was one purpose of Holy Ghost
baptism for the apostles. (Acts 2:1-4.)

The Case Of Cornelius
Now, let us briefly turn to the house of Cornelius: Cor-
nelius and his household were also baptized with the Holy
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Spirit, but not for the purpose of revealing and confirming
the New Testament, as were the apostles. The purpose of
the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit at the house of
Cornelius (Acts 10 & 11) differed from the purpose of the
Spirit baptism of the apostles on Pentecost. (Acts 2.) Peter
said that as he “began to speak” (Acts 11:15) at Cornelius’
house, “the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word.” (Acts 10:44.) All who heard the word—kinsmen,
near friends, all those gathered by Cornelius (Acts 10:24)
—all who heard the word. It didn’t fall on just a few here,
and a few there, who were ‘seeking’ it—nothing of that
sort happened! It fell on everybody, seemingly unexpected.
This was a great miracle! They could “speak with tongues”
(v. 46); this was a miraculous outpouring. Perhaps it came
with the noise of a cyclone or tornado, as it did on Pente-
cost when it was accompanied by the sound “as of a rush-
ing mighty wind;” and “cloven tongues” (Acts 2:2-3) no
doubt sat upon these also. There was some visible manifes-
tation of it, so that Peter could say, “As I began to speak ..”
He knew exactly when it happened! “As I began to speak,
the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.”
(Acts 11:15.) He did not say that it fell on them as on us
last week, last year, or during the ‘big meeting’ where I
was recently preaching!

Only New Case

Several years elapsed between Pentecost and the house
of Cornelius—about eight or ten years, according to Bible
scholars’ estimates. But Peter could not think of another
case like the house of Cornelius between that time, and
Pentecost! He had to go all the way back to Pentecost to
think of another case like it. “The Holy Ghost fell on them,
as on us at the beginning.” (Acts 11:15.) Well, the apostles
received the “baptism” of the Spirit in the beginning—for
Jesus said it would be that. (Acts 1:5.) And Cornelius also
received the “baptism” of the Spirit—for Peter said, “Then
remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said”
(in Acts 1:5) “ . . ye shall be baptized with tke Holy Ghost.”
(Acts 11:16.) (Peter left off—did not quote—the “not many
days hence” part of Christ’s promise, because the “not
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many days hence” part would fit only the apostles. Acts 1:5
with 2:1-4.) So Peter remembered Christ’s promise about
the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit, and applied it to the
household of Cornelius. Hence, he and his house received
a “baptism” of the Spirit, like the apostles did on Pentecost.
Luke says that it “fell on all them which heard the word”
—at his house. (Acts 10:44.)

Did Not Save
Spirit baptism to Cornelius’ household was not to save
them—nor did it fall on the apostles to save them. They had.
been out preaching under the limited commission (Matt.
10:5-7) for three-and-a-half years before Pentecost, before
they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2.)

It was not to give either Cornelius and his household or
the apostles a “second blessing,” in the sense of taking the
“Adamic nature” out, and making it impossible for them to
ever sin any more; because John (one of the apostles)
says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8.)

Man could note when the house of Cornelius received the
baptism of the Spirit. It was a direct outpouring, like that
on Pentecost, in a baptismal measure. (John 1:33.) Christ
administered it. Nobody laid hands on Cornelius and his
house as Peter started to speak, so that they received this!
But it came directly from God. Christ was “baptizing” with
the Holy Spirit, as had been promised. (John 1:33; Matt.
3:11.) Joel’s promise (Joel 2:28) was now being fulfilled: God
poured out his Spirit on “all flesh,” which includes Gentile
flesh. There are just two “fleshes” (if you please), Jew flesh,
and Gentile flesh. Jew flesh had received this promise on
Pentecost (Acts 2), and now Gentile flesh received it. There
is no other ‘“flesh” of man left.

Purpose Of It
Now, in view of that, we read that the purpose of it on
this occasion was to bear witness of the fact that Gentiles
can be saved if they obey the gospel—just like anybody
else. For fifteen hundred years the Gentiles had been ex-
cluded from God’s covenant grace and mercy, as revealed
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to the Jews. (Ex. 31:17; Rom. 3:1-2.) Paul explains: “That at
that time ye”—Gentiles—"“were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were
far off’—the Gentiles had been far off—*“are made nigh
by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of parti-
tion between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace; and that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” (Eph.
2:11-16.) Here is a great mystery which Jesus solved. Even
the apostles seemed not to understand the very words of
the Holy Spirit. Their prejudice, established for fifteen
hundred years, was so great that they couldn’t think of any
but Jews as being recipients of the blessings of the Great
Commission. (Mark 16:15.) So, it took these miracles (Acts
10 & 11) to break down this great barrier, and to get the
gospel started to the Gentile world. God planned it all, and
executed his plan for us. The mystery was, “That the Gen-
tiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and par-
takers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.” (Eph. 3:6.)

Before They Heard

But the ‘Holy Spirit fell on these Gentiles before they
heard the gospel! Peter says, “As I began to speak, the
Holy Ghost fell on them.” (Acts 11:15.) Thus it was before
they heard the word. The Spirit did not, nor does he now,
have to fall on people to get them to obey the gospel—that
is, people who were already understood to be involved in
gospel provisions and promises. But these Gentiles did not
understand themselves to be acceptable; neither did the
Jews think Gentiles were acceptable. It took a miracle, in
the first place, to get the Gentiles to send for a Jew, a
preacher like Peter. The angel said to him, “Send men to
Joppa and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who
shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall
be saved.” (Acts 11:13-14.) Cornelius sent for the preacher;
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but it took a miracle—the housetop vision—to convince
Peter to go over there! Finally, the Spirit said, “Go with
them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.” (Acts 10:20.)
So it took a miracle to make the Gentile send for a Jew;
and a miraculous work was required on the preacher him-
self (a Jew) to get him ready to go to these Gentiles. But
when he arrived he said, “God hath showed me that I
should not call any man common or unclean.” (Acts 10:28.)
These two miracles were for the purpose of getting the
preacher and the unsaved together.

So the preacher came. As he arose to speak, the Holy
Spirit “fell on all them which heard the word.” (Acts 11:15.)
This was God’s way of bearing witness to the fact that the
gospel is for all people, Gentiles, the same as Jews. Peter
later said, “God made choice among us, that the Gentiles
by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and be-
lieve.” (Acts 15:7.) Like all others, the Gentiles had to get
their faith by hearing the gospel preached, and not by di-
rect information or revelation from God. “And God, which
knoweth the hearts”—not ‘their’ hearts, as you often hear
Peter misquoted as saying, but—‘“the hearts”—God knew
the prejudice in the minds of the Jews, in their hearts; and
he knew the doubts in the minds and hearts of the Gentiles.
So, “God, which knoweth the hearts”—the prejudice and
doubt from both sides, Jew and Gentile. “God, which
knoweth the hearts, BARE THEM WITNESS .. .” (Acts
15:8.) “Bare them witness”—How? and witness to what?
To the fact that a Jew has no more chance of being saved
by the gospel than a Gentile; that a Gentile can be saved
through the gospel of Christ the same as a Jew. God “bare
them witness” to this fact. How? Let Peter answer: “God
. . . bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even
as he did unto us; and put no difference between us and
them.” There is no difference in the conditions of pardon
to the Jew and the Gentile! (Acts 10:34.) It took several
miracles to convince Peter the gospel is for those who,
under the Old Testament, were “far off.” (Eph. 2:13.) So
Peter said the baptism of Cornelius and his household with
the Holy Ghost was to bear them “witness.” “God bare
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them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did
unto us; and put no difference between us and them, puri-
fying their hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:7-9.) That simply
means that Gentiles can be saved by hearing the gospel,
believing and obeying it, so as to be saved by obedient faith
—just like Jews and everybody else on earth who will ever
be saved in the gospel age.

Was To Confirm

Thus the purpose of Holy Spirit baptism at Cornelius’
house was to reveal the fact the gospel is for all people;
that God is no respecter of persons; that in every nation—
Gentile as well as Jewish nation—“he that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34,
ASV.) It was also to confirm this great truth. But when it
was confirmed, it remains confirmed; it does not have to be
proved over, and over, again and again, every time some-
body wants God’s truth. The old truth is sufficient; there
is no “new” truth; and there is no new confirmation of the
truth. For instance: Christ was raised from the dead to
prove, to declare, him to be the Son of God with power.
(Rom. 1:4.) Now, he does not have to be raised again and
again in order to declare and to prove that fact, nor to keep
it established. He was raised one time, nineteen hundred
years ago. It proved that fact; and it stays proved! It stays
established! It has never been in doubt to anyone who be-
lieves the gospel, from that day to this. So also this trutl.
was confirmed in the gospel for all time to come.

The Report Confirmed Truth

When Peter went back to the church at Jerusalem, they
took him to task about his preaching to the Gentiles:
“Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with
them.” (Acts 11:3.) Peter explained the whole thing “by
order,” somewhat like I've gone into detail with it here.
Hearing about it —not seeing it transpire again the second
time in their midst, not seeing it re-enacted, but just hear-
ing about it—convinced the Jewish church, and all people
who believe in Christ, that the Gentiles are acceptable.
“When they heard these things, they held their peace, and
glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles
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granted repentance unto life.” (Acts 11:18.) What was the
evidence of this fact? Well, the miracles connected here,
abundantly confirmed it. If they proved to the Jewish
nation that the gospel, as revealed and confirmed, includes
Gentiles, then the hearing of it tonight ought to establish
that fact in our minds without our wanting a new case of
Holy Ghost baptism. Hence, there has not been a new case
of it from Cornelius until tonight!

One Baptism Now

Paul said, “There is .. . one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
(Eph. 4:5.) That was written in A. D. 64. Cornelius’ case of
Holy Spirit baptism was in A. D. 41. Pentecost was in A. D.
33. So, by the time Paul said (A. D. 64) there is “one bap-
tism,” the baptism of the Holy Spirit had served its purpose
in (1) guiding and qualifying the apostles, preparing them
for their life’s work, and (2) in confirming the fact that the
gospel is for Jew and Gentile alike, thus getting the gospel
going out to the Gentile world. This was established with
proofs which, when anybody else ever hears the gospel
message (including these “proofs” in preached form, as re-
vealed), will satisfy all other people to the end of the
world. These proofs never need to be repeated in a single
case. Hence, there are only two recorded cases of the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. (I think Saul also was baptized in
the Holy Spirit, but there is no record stating it, as in these
two cases.)

One Baptism Is What?

Now, in view of this, what is the “one baptism” (Eph.
4:5) that is left? Well, it is whichever one was intended to
last, and was for all people. Holy Spirit baptism was not
for all. Jesus says, “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive.” (John 14:15-17.) It is not for the
world, not for everybody; it was intended for only a few,
just a few necessary ones. (Acts 2 & 10.) But water baptism
is for all people: Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature; he that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:15-16.) Peter, when
speaking of water baptism, said, “The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us.” (1 Pet. 3:21.) Salvation
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is for the world; and so is the baptism (water baptism) upon
which it is conditioned. But Holy Spirit baptism is not for
the world. Hence the world is not to be “saved” through
Holy Ghost baptism—and this was also true of the apostles
and the household of Cornelius.

’

Water Baptism

In Matthew’s record Jesus says, “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them . . .” (Matt. 28:19.) This
baptism is for all men. It is not Holy Ghost baptism, but
is water baptism instead. “. . . baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach-
ing them”—after you baptize them—*“teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you”—with you, in what? In this work of
teaching all nations, baptizing people, and then teaching
those taught and baptized. But, wait a minute, Lord: how
long are you going to be with this work? “And, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt.
28:18-20.) This work of the Great Commission will last
“unto the end of the world” or always! This baptism, which
can be administered by the disciples, must be water bap-
tism. (Matt. 3:11.) But this baptism—water baptism—will
continue always, “even unto the end of the world.” Holy
Spirit baptism was nowhere promised to last unto the end
of the world. Hence, water baptism is the baptism of the
Great Commission; it is a condition of salvation, and is for
all people of the earth who will accept the gospel and who
want to be saved. Therefore, the ‘“one baptism” of Ephes-
ians 4:5 is water baptism.

Preach The Word

That’s sufficient, I think. This explanation is as brief as
I can make, yet be sufficiently clear in a time of controver-
sy. Recently I received an eight-page document from a
brother in California who has gone off into sectarianism,
and now contends for Holy Ghost baptism—including
‘speaking in tongues’ (?)—for members of the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ! Brethren, if we have any true regard,
reverence, and respect for the word of God, we’d better get
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