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FOREWORD

The fifty-two lessons presented in this Series are designed to be,
in their collective capacity, an Apologetic.

The thesis is, that the Person known historically as Jesus of
Nazareth, is the Christ, The Son of the living God,—THE FIRST
AND THE LAST.

The argument is presented and developed step by step as fol-

lows:

1. By showing, in the first place, that the Christian Docu-
ments in which the testimony about Jesus of Nazareth is pre-
sented, are genuine.

2. By showing, in the second place, that the testimony pre-
sented about Jesus of Nazareth in the Christian Documents, is
credible.

3. By showing, in the third place, that Jesus of Nazareth is
an actual historical character.

4. By showing, in the fourth place, that the Jesus of history
was more than man. This is proved by:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(N
(8)

the nobility of His teaching;

the faultlessness of His character and life;
the supernaturalness of His claims;

the fulﬁlrnent of Hebrew prophecy in Him;
the greatness and variety of His miracles;
the historic certainty of His resurrection;
the grandeur of the names ascribed to Him;

the place assigned Him in human history.

5. By showing, in the fifth place, that the Person known his-
torically as Jesus of Nazareth, is the God-Man, the Divine-
human Redeemer. This is proved by the evidence respecting:

(1)

His pre-existence;
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X Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

(2) His condescension and humiliation;
(3) His exaltation and coronation;

(4) His present universal sovereignty.

The conclusion is, then, from the evidence presented, that the
Person known historically as Jesus of Nazareth is, in truth, THE
CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD; the Sovereign over
all created things; The Anointed One of God; the Absolute Mon-
arch of the Kingdom of Heaven; the Head over all things to the
Church; the Savior of His people; the Judge of the living and the
dead; the Eternal Interpreter of the nature of God; the Heavenly
Executor of God’s eternal purpose and plan; in short, THE
FIRST AND THE LAST, and THE LIVING ONE.

The above outline should be consulted frequently by teachers
in presenting the subject-matter offered in this entire series of
lessons.

THE AUTHOR.



EXPLANATORY

This is the second two-volume series of a Survey Course
in Christian Doctrine. These two volumes may properly
be designated a Survey Course in Christology; in their
content they deal with the Mystery of the Person of

Christ, the Mystery of Godliness, (1 Tim. 3:16)

" Like the first sequence (published in 1962), the subject-
matter of this entire work is arranged in four series of
thirteen lessons each, thus providing an entire year of
Bible study. The sub-caption of the first volume is “The
Apostolic Witness”; that of the second volume, “Jesus the
First and the Last.” .

This Course is prepared for use in Bible Colleges, and
in Bible study classes in local church and church school
groups. Incidentally, these lessons were first prepared and
used locally some thirty years ago. They are now re-issued
(with but little revision) for general distribution.

In order to achieve the greatest possible measure of
simplicity, the material in these lessons is printed in ques-
tion-and-answer form., Of course, this material is not in-
tended to be a catechism, nor is it intended to be used by
anyone as such. It will be noted also that many of the
answers presented herein are in themselves brief sermon
outlines. This homiletic touch should add to the usable-
ness of the work.

As a rule, I have quoted in full, and with some repeti-
tiousness, the Scripture passages cited herein. I have done
this deliberately, in order to make sure they will be read.
Readers frequently do not make the effort required to
look up these passages in the Bible itself when only the
references are given.

Brief excerpts from the writings of competent authori-
ties will be found interspersed throughout the matter
presented in this Course. In most instances, for the sake
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of brevity, I have not indicated the sources. But I vouch
personally for the reliability of these sources. I am espe-
cially indebted to the following works:

The Christian System, by Alexander Campbell

The Scheme of Redemption, by Robert Milligan

Systematic Theology, by A. H. Strong

Evidences of Christianity, by J. W. McGarvey

How the Bible Came to Us, by H. G. G. Herklots

How to be Saved, by M. M. Davis

I should like to recommend the book by Canon Herklots
(published by Oxford University Press, 1954) as the best
of its kind that has come to my desk. I recommend for
reading also the two books by Daniel-Rops, Jesus and His
Times, translated from the French by Millar (published
by E. P. Dutton and Company, New York, 1954), and
Daily Life in the Time of Jesus, translated by O’Brian
(published by Hawthorn Books, Inc., 70 Fifth Avenue,
New York 11, New York, 1962).

I want to make it clear, too, that any book written by
me that may be found worthy of publication is written
and published for use by all who are devoted to the Bible
and especially to the spread of New Testament Christian-
ity. I hope that any preacher or teacher who finds it
practicable to do so will make use of any of the lesson
titles or subject-matter presented herein, without feeling
any obligation to give special credit to the author. This
policy of always having to give “credit” for the use of
anything put in print is being carried to ridiculous ex-
tremes today. Besides, no one has any copyright on divine
truth, and “there is no new thing under the sun” (Eccl.
1:9) anyway.

The only thing I desire is that everything presented
herein—and in any other book which I may write—may
be used to the glory of God and the advancement of the
Christian faith.

C. C. Crawford
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Lesson Fifiy-three
THE CHRISTIAN DOCUMENTS

Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 3:10-17.

Scrlpture to Memorize: “Every scripture inspired of God
is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction which is in righteousness; that the man of
God may be complete, furnished completely unto every
good work” (2 Tim, 3:16-17).

1. Q. What is Christianity?

A. Christianity is that system of religious teaching and
practice promulgated and established by Jesus of
Nazareth and His Apostles.

2. Q. What are the two component paris of Christianity?

A. The two paris or phases of Christianity are: 1. The

Person; 2. The System,
3. Q. Whom do we mean by The Person?
A. By The Person, we mean Jesus of Nazareth.

Matt. 1:21—“Thou shalt call his name JESUS; for it is
he that shall save his people from their sins.” The name
Jesus means Savior, or literally, Jehovah saves. Because
He was reared in Nazareth, He became generally known
as Jesus of Nazareth. Acts 2:22—“Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved of God among you,” etc. Acts 10:38—
“Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him with the Holy
Spirit and with power,” etc.

4. Q. What do we mean by The System?

A. By The System, we mean the principles, laws and in-
stitutions which Jesus revealed and established
through His Apostles, commonly called in their col-
lective sense, the Christian System.
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In the apostolic writings, the Christian System is desig-
nated “the faith.,” 1 Tim. 4:1—“in later times some shall
fall away from the faith.” Jude 3—“contend earnestly for
the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints.”
Luke 18:8—“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find
the faith on the earth?”

To what primary sources must we go for information
respecting Christ and Christianity ?

For information respecting Christ and Christianity,
we must go to the Christian Documents.

What do we mean by the Christian Documents?

By the Christian Documents, we mean the hooks of
the New Testament Scriptures.

S L

The system of religious faith and practice revealed in the
books of the Old Testament Scriptures, is what is known
today as Judaism, which came from God through the
mediation of Moses; and which was designed to lead up
to, and prepare the world for, Christ and Christianity.
The laws, principles and institutions of Christianity, which
came from God through the mediation of Jesus Christ,
and which Christ in turn revealed and established through
His Apostles, are recorded in the books of the New Testa-
ment Scriptures. '

7. Q. What is the name usually given to the Christian Docu-
ments as a whole? :
A. The name given to the Christian Documents as a
whole, is: the New Testament Canon.

The word canon means literally, measuring-reed; hence, a
rule, a standard, etc. The books of the New Testament as
a unit or whole are therefore usually designated the New
Testament Canon.
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8. Q. How many books are there in the New Testament
Canon?

A. There are twenty-seven bhooks in the New Testament
Canon.

9, Q. Into what four classifications do the bhooks of the
New Testament Canon divide as to subject-matter and
design?

A. The books of the New Testament Canon, as to sub-
ject-matter and design, divide naturally into four
classifications, viz., (1) Biography, (2) History,
(3) Discipline, and (4) Prophecy.

Or, as frequently given: (1) the Gospels, (2) Acts of
Apostles, (3) the Epistles, and (4) the Revelation, or
Apocalypse. The word apocalypse means literally, an un-
covering; hence, a revelation.

10. Q. How many hooks of Biography are there in the New
Testament Canon?
A. There are four hooks of Biography in the New Tes-
tament Canon.
11. Q. Name these four books of Biography.
‘A. They are: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.
12. Q. By whom were these four hooks of Biography writ-
ten?
A. They are written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John respectively.

Matthew and John were of the original group of Twelve
Apostles. Mark was a traveling companion of Barnabas,
of Paul, and later of Peter (1 Pet. 5:13). Luke, a physi-
cian and man of science, was an intimate companion of
the Apostle Paul.

13. Q. What are these four books of Biography commonly
called?
A. They are commonly called The Gospels,
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Not, literally, four Gospels, but rather four accounts of
the beginning of the one Gospel,—the Gospel, or good
news, respecting Jesus Christ and salvation through His
name.

14. Q. What is the essential nature of these four books of
Biography?
A. They are four biographies of the Person known his-
torically as Jesus of Nazareth.
15. Q. What is the design of these four books of Biog-
raphy.
A. They are designed to give us the evidence to con-
vinee us that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

By design, is meant the purpose for which they were writ-
ten. This purpose is expressly stated by John as follows:
“Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, are not only biographies,
name” (John 20:30-31). Hence the four books by Mat-
but testimonies as well.

16. Q. How many books of History do we find in the New
Testament Canon?

A. We find only one book of History in the New Tes-
tament Canon.

17. Q. What is the name of this one book of History?
A. Tt is named: Acts of Apostles,

That is, not all the Acts of all the Apostles, but some of

the more important acts of some of the Apostles, which

have been thus recorded for the guidance of the Church

and the Christian ministry. Hence, literally Acts of Apos-

tles.

18. Q. By whom was the book of Acts of Apostles written?
A. The book of Acts of Apostles was written by Luke.
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19. Q. What is the essential nature of the hook of Acts of
Aposiles?

A. It is essentially a record of the labors and accom-
plishments of the Apostles and their evangelistic co-
workers,

20, Q. What is the design of the book of Acts of Apostles?

A. Tt is designed primarily 1o tell sinners what to do to
receive remission of sins,

(1) That is, what to do to be saved (Acts 2:37, 16:30),
pardoned, justified, adopted, ete. (cf. Luke 24:25-49; Acts
2:88, 10:43) ; what to do to become Christians, citizens of
the Kingdom of Heaven, members of the Church of
Christ, etc. (2) In the book of Acts, we have the authen-
tic record of what the Apostles preached, what they told
sinners to do to be saved, how those things were done,
and what the results were in each case. (3) In Acts, we
have also concise accounts of several important cases of
conversion under apostolic preaching, which have been
set down as a pattern of evangelistic procedure for the
Church and her ministry to follow throughout the Chris-
tian Dispensation. (4) Finally, we have in Acts of Apos-
tles an historical account of the beginning and spread of
Christianity throughout the then known world.

21. Q. How many hooks of Discipline are there in the New

Testament Canon?

There are iwenty-one hooks of Discipline in the

New Testament Canon.

Name these twenty-one hooks of Discipline.

They are: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians,

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1

Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Tim-

othy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2

Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude.

Who wrote these twenty-one hooks of Discipline?

. They were all, with possibly one exception, written
by Apostles.

22.

O B

23.

e
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The first thirteen in the order named, were written by
Paul. One was written by James (as to which James this
was, there is some difference of opinion). Two were writ-
ten by Peter, three by John, and one by Jude. The au-
thorship of Hebrews is undetermined.

24. Q. What is the essential nature of these books of Dis-
cipline?

A. They are letters which were written by the Apostles
and addressed to the churches and Christians of
their day and age.

25. Q. What are these twenty-one books of Discipline com-
monly called?

A. They are commonly called The Epistles.

26. Q. What is the general design of these twenty-one
books of Discipline?

A. They are designed to serve as books of instruction
for all Christians in the essential principles of
Christian worship and conduct.

It should be emphasized at this point that the Epistles
were written to Christians, not to unconverted people.
They especially contain the apostles’ teaching. They are
intended to serve as a rule of faith and practice (hence
the term discipline, which means guidebook, book of prin-
ciples and rules, etc.) for Christians in all ages of the
present Dispensation. Cf. 2 Tim. 3:16—“profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which
is in righteousness,” etc. Acts 2:42: here we read that the
church at Jerusalem “continued stedfastly in the apostles’
teaching.”

27. Q. How many books of Prophecy do we find in the
New Testament Canon ?
A. We find only one book of Prophecy in the New
Testament Canon.
28. Q. What is the name of this one book of Prophecy?
A. Tt is named The Revelation, or The Apocalypse.
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29, Q. Who wrote this book of Prophecy?

A. Tt wag written by the Apostle John.

30. Q. Whai is the essential nature of this book of Proph-
ecy?

A. It is the inspired record of a series of panoramic
visions which were communicated to the Apostle
John on the isle of Patmos.

31. Q. What is the design of the book of Revelation?

A, It is obviously designed to poriray, by means of
prophetic symbolism, the trials and triumphs of the
Church, and especially the final joys and blessings
of the redeemed in the eternal state.

32. Q. What, then, is the design of the New Testament
Caneon in its entirety ?

A, It is obviously designed to give us all the essential

facts with regard to our eternal salvation.

It first presents to us Jesus, together with the evidence
to induce us to forsake the world and to accept Him as
our personal Savior. It then informs us what we must do
to be saved, to receive and enjoy the salvation that God
offers in Jesus’ precious name. It then gives us the neces-
sary instruction as to how to grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet.
3:18), and in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 14:17). Finally, it holds up before us, in
glowing imagery, the joys and blessings and glories of our
eternal home, thus nurturing in our hearts the living hope
which serves as an anchor of the soul (1 Pet. 1:3, Heb.
6:18-19). It will thus be seen that the New Tetsament
Canon, in its various parts, progressively meets every need
of the spiritual man.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-THREE

1. What is Christiantiy?
2. What are the two component parts of Christianity?
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
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Whom do we mean by The Person?

What do we mean by The System?

To what primary sources must we go for information
respecting Christ and Christianity?

What do we mean by the Christian Documents?

What is the name usually given to the Christian
Documents as a whole?

. How many bhooks are there in the New Testament

Canon?

Into what four classifications do the books of the New
Testament Canon divide as to subject-matter and de-
sign?

How many books of Biography are there in the New
Testament Canon?

Name these four books of Biography.

By whom were these four books of Biography writ-
ten?

What are these four books of Biography commonly
called?

What is the essential nature of these four books of
Biography?

What is the design of these four books of Biography?
How many books of History do we find in the New
Testament Canon?

What is the name of this one book of History?

By whom was the book of Acts of Apostles written?
What is the essential nature of the book of Acts of
Apostles?

What is the design of the book of Acts of Apostles?
How many books of Discipline are there in the New
Testament Canon?

Name these twenty-one books of Discipline?

Who wrote these twenty-one books of Discipline?
What is the essential nature of these books of Dis-
cipline?
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25. What are these twenty-one books of Discipline com-
monly called?

26, What is the general design of these twenty-one books
of Discipline?

27. How many books of Prophecy do we find in the New
Testament Canon?

28, What is the name of this one book of Prophecy?

29. Who wrote this book of Prophecy?

30. What is the essential nature of this book of Prophecy?

31, What is the design of the book of Revelation?

32. What, then, is the design of the New Testament
Canon in its entirety?

Lesson Fifty-four

THE GENUINENESS OF THE CHRISTIAN
DOCUMENTS

Scripture Reading: John 20:30-31; Luke 1:1-4; 1 Thess.
2:13-16. '

Scripture to Memorize: “Many other signs therefore did
Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book: but these are written that ye may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).

33. Q. What did Jesus Himself say with respect to His
teaching?
A. He said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away’® (Matt. 24:35).
34. Q. In what set of hooks is the teaching of Jesus re-
corded?
A. The teaching of Jesus is recorded in the hooks of
the New Testament Canon.
By the teaching of Jesus, we mean not only what He
Himself taught while in the flesh, but what He taught
through His Apostles as well. We must never overlook
the fact that the teaching of the Apostles is just as truly
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the teaching of Jesus, as if He had Himself written the

words which they wrote. John 16:13, 14—“Howbeit when

he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all
the truth . . . for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it

unto you.” Cf. Acts 1:1-8, John 17:18, John 20:21-23,

Gal. 1:12, etc.

35. Q. What, then, necessarily becomes the first matter for
us to investigate at his point?

A. The first matter for us to investigate is, necessarily,
the Genuineness of the Christian Documents.

By the Christian Documents, as it has already been ex-

plained, is meant the books of the New Testament, which

purport to have come down to us from apostolic times.

Have we sufficient grounds for accepting them as apostol-

ic?

36. Q. What do we mean by the Genuineness of the Chris-
tian Documents?

A. By the Genuineness of the Christian Documents, we
mean the certainty that they were written at the age
to which they are assigned, and by the men or class
of men to whom they are aseribed, and that they
have thus come down to us unimpaired in their
essential contents.

37. Q. In what age of the world’s history do the Christian
Documents represent themselves as having been
written ?

A. The Christian Documents represent themselves as
having been written in the last half of the first
century of the Christian era, i.e., about A.D. 50-100.

38. Q. By what class of men do the Christian Documents
represent themselves as having been written?

A. The Christian Documents represent themselves as
having been written by the Apostles or by men
intimately associated with the Apostles.

The apostolic writers were Matthew, John, James, Jude,

Peter and Paul. Mark was a companion of Barnabas and

Paul, and later of the Apostle Peter (1 Pet. 5:13, Acts

12:12). The Epistle to the Hebrews, in case it was not
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written—as tradition has it—by the Apostle Paul, must

have been indited by a member of the apostolic company.

39, Q. On what form of writing material were the Christian
Documents originally inscribed ?

A. They were inscribed on parchment, vellum, or
paper.

Parchment was writing material made from the skins of
sheep and goats. Vellum, which was more costly and more
durable, was made from the skins of young calves or ante-
lopes. The paper (from the Egyptian papyrus) used in
apostolic times was made from the inner bark of reeds,
and was very brittle and perishable, Parchment was evi-
dently used by Paul (2 Tim. 4:13); while it seems that
John, at least for his shorter epistles, used paper (2 John
12).

40. Q. In what language and style were the Christian Docu-

ments written ?

A. They were wriiten in the Greek language, and en-
tirely in capital letters.

These were known as uncial (inch-high) letters, an exag-

geration of their size, of course. In the ninth and tenth

centuries, a new style of handwriting was adopted called

the cursive (running hand).

41. Q. On what ground are we justified in accepting the
Christian Documents as genuine?

A. We are justified in accepting the Christian Docu-

ments as genuine, on the ground of corroborative
' historical evidence.
42. Q. Of what does this corrohorative historical evidence
consist?

A. It consists of the following: (1) ancient uncial
manuscripts; (2) ancient versions; (3) ancient cata-
logs; and (4) quotations in the ancient writings.

43. Q. What is meant by the Ancient Manuscripts?

A. By the Ancient Manuscripts, is meant the four great
uncial Manuscripts of the Bible, now reposing in
museums or libraries in London, Cambridge, Paris
and Rome. ‘
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It should be kept in mind that by a manuscript is meant
a hand-written (not printed) document. These four great
Ancient Manuscripts are hand-written copies of the
Sacred Writings in canonical form, in uncial style, and in
the Greek language. Their antiquity is so great and their
value so pre-eminent that every student of the Bible
should know about, them.

44. Q. What are the five great Ancient Manuscripts?

A. They are: (1) the Sinaitic Manuscript; (2) the
Alexandrian Manuscript; (3) the Vatican Manu-
script; (4) the Ephraemic Manuscript; and (5) the
Codex Bezae.

1. The Codex Sinaiticus, or Sinaitic Manuscript, is the
only one of the four which contains our present New
Testament Canon in its entirety. It also contains a large
portion of the Greek Version of the Old Testament (the
Septuagint), and has appended to it two post-apostolic
works, The Epistle of Barnabas and The Shepherd of
Hermas. It is written on vellum. It was found by Dr.
Tischendorf, a German scholar, in the Convent of St.
Catherine, at the foot of Mount Sinai, in the year 1859;
and was made the property of the Czar of Russia, who
financed Tischendorf’s researches, and for a long time
reposed in the Imperial Library in St. Petersburg. In
1934 it was sold by the Soviet authorities to the British
Government, and is now kept in the British Museum in
London. Biblical critics are unanimous in ascribing it to
the first half of the fourth century (between 300 and
350). It is the oldest and most valuable of all known
manuscripts.

2. The Codex Alexandrinus, or Alexandrian Manuscript,
is in four volumes. The first three contain the Septuagint
Version of the Old Testament Scriptures almost complete.
(The Septuagint is the translation of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures into Greek, made by seventy Greek scholars, in
Alexandria, about 285 B.C.). The fourth volume contains
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the New Testament Canon, with certain portions missing
(part of Matthew, two leaves of John’s’ Gospel, and three
leaves from 1 Corinthians); and appended to the New
Testament are the First Epistle of Clement, and a portion
of his second Epistle, It was sent as a present to Charles
I of England, in 1628, by the Greek Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, who had previously brought it from Alexan-
dria. It is also kept in the British Museum, where the
open volume of the New Testament can be seen under a
glass by every visitor. It is generally conceded that this
Manuscript dates from about the beginning of the fifth
century (about 400).

3. The Codex Vaticanus, or Vatican Manuscript, origi-
nally designed for a complete Greek Bible, now lacks the
first forty-six chapters of Genesis, and thirty-two of the
Psalms; and the New Testament portion terminates at
Hebrews 9: 14, The remainder of the New Testament has
been appended by a later writer. It was placed in the
Vatican Library in Rome shortly after the establishment
of that institution in 1448, and is still well preserved.
Nothing is known of its history prior to that date. The
open volume is kept on exhibition under a glass in a
magnificent hall filled with the rich treasures of the Vati-
can. In point of antiquity, this work is the rival of the
Sinaitic Manuscript, obviously dating from the fourth
century, or from between A.D. 350 and 400.

4. The Codex Ephraemi, or Ephraemic Manuscript, a
“palimpsest” (another work having been written over the
first on the same vellum), contains a small portion of the
Old Testament in Greek, and fragments of every book of
the New Testament, except 2 Thessalonians and 2 John.
It was brought from some unknown library in the East, to
Florence, Italy, in 1535; and was later transferred to
Paris, France, where it is now kept in the National
Library. It dates from about the same period as the
Alexandrian Manuscript (A.D. 400).
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5. The Codex Bezae, of the sixth century, once belonged
to the eminent reformer, Beza. It is now in the University
of Cambridge, England. It contains only the Gospels and
Acts in Greek and Latin and a few verses of the Third
Epistle of John in Latin.

6. The whole number of Uncial Manuscripts known to the
critical world is estimated at something over 120; and of
Cursive Manuscripts, at from 2,400 to 2,500. In addition
to these, Lectionaries, or copies of the Gospels, or of the
Acts and Epistles, arranged for reading in the churches,
are very numerous, and often contain fragments of the
very earliest texts.

7. Facsimiles of the pages of these Manuscripts have been
made and circulated among scholars, and have been used
in preparing the various versions now extant. It will thus
be seen that the world is in actual possession of authentic
Manuscripts of the New Testament Canon, which are
from fourteen hundred to sixteen hundred years old; or
which, in other words, were written from some two hun-
dred to three hundred years after the death of the
Apostle John, which took place about A.D. 100. Their
genuineness and accuracy can scarcely be called in ques-
tion.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON

FIFTY-FOUR
33. What did Jesus Himself say with respect to His
teaching?
34. In what set of books is the teaching of Jesus re-
corded?

35. What, then, necessarily becomes the first matter for
us to investigate at this point?

36. What do we mean by the Genuineness of the Chris-
tian Documents? :
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37. In what age of the world’s history do the Christian
Documents represent themselves as having been
written?

38, By what class of men do the Chrlstlan Documents
represent themselves as having been written?

39, On what form of writing material were the Christian
Documents originally inscribed?

40. In what language and style were the Christian Docu-
ments originally written?

41. On what ground are we justified in accepting the
Christian Documents as genuine?

42, Of what does this corroborative historical evidence
consist?

43. What is meant by the Ancient Manuscripts?

44. What are the five great Ancient Manuscripts?

Lesson Fifty-five

THE GENUINENESS OF THE CHRISTIAN
DOCUMENTS (Concluded)

Scripture Reading: John 20: 30 31, 21: 24 25; Luke 1:1-4;
1 Thess. 2:13-16.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Many other signs therefore did
Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book: but these are written that ye may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away” (Matt. 24:35).

45. Q. What is meant by the Ancient Versions?

A. By the Ancient Versions is meant Translations of
the Sacred Writings, {rom the original Greek into
other ancient languages; four of which Vel sions are
older than the four Ancient Manuseripis.
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46. Q. What are the most important of the Ancient Ver-
sions?

A. They are: (1) The Peshito Syriac; (2) The Old
Latin; (3) The Egyptian or Coptic Versions; (4)
The Latin Vulgate; (5) The Ethiopic Version; (6)
The Gothic Version; and (7) The Armenian Ver-

sion.

(1) The Peshito Syriac (literally, simple Syriac) Version,
is a translation of both Testaments into Syriac or Ara-
mean, the language of Northern Syria and Upper Mesopo-
tamia. It was made from a Greek text in the second
century. From its date to the present time it has been the
common Bible of the Syrian people who use it in their
public worship. It lacks four of the smaller epistles (2
Peter, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude) and the Revelation. It
is the most valuable of all ancient versions. (2) The Old
Latin Version was a translation of the Bible into Latin,
made in the second century, and frequently quoted by
Tertullian (150-230). Thirty-eight fragments of this Ver-
sion are yet in existence. (8) The Egyptian or Coptic
Versions, the early Egyptian Christians having been
named Copts by their Arab conquerors, contain all the
books of the New Testament, and date from the first
establishment of Christianity in Egypt. It will thus be
seen that the Peshito Syriac, the Old Latin, the Egyptian
and the Coptic Versions are some two hundred years
older than the Sinaitic Manuscript. (4) The Latin Vul-
gate, a revision of the Old Latin Version, made by
Jerome, in 382-385, was “canonized” by the Council of
Trent in 1546. All Roman Catholic translations are made
from it. Jerome testifies that in preparing it he made use
of “the ancient Greek manuscripts” extant in his day;
hence it is most valuable as an aid to criticism, It con-
tains all the books of both the Old and the New Testa-
ments. (5) The Ethiopic Version is a translation into the
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Ethiopic language which is closely related to the Arabic.
It includes all the books of the New Testament, and dates
from the introduction of Christianity into Ethiopia in the
fourth century. (6) The Gothic Version, is a translation
of both testaments into the Gothic tongue, made by Ul-
philas, a Cappadocian, between the years 345 and 388.
There is extant an uncial manuscript of this Version,
which is kept in the library of the University of Upsala,
Sweden. (7) The Armenian Version, a translation of the
Peshito Syriac Version, into the Armenian tongue, by
Miesrob, the inventor of the Armenian language, in the
fifth century.

47. Q. What is meant by the Ancient Catalogs?

A. By the Ancient Catalogs, is meant lists of canonical
books drawn up by the ancient church authorities,

(1) The earliest writer to have mentioned the books ac-
cepted as “the apostolic writings” by the Christians of
his day, was Marcion, who came from Pontus to Rome
about A.D. 140, and who became the founder of a hereti-
cal sect called the Marcionites. Although Marcion was
led by his extreme anti-Jewish prejudices to reject the
teaching of all the books of the New Testament not
written by Luke or Paul, nevertheless his writings show
that the four Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles were gen-
erally known and accepted as genuine at that early date.
(2) The earliest formal catalog of the New Testament
books now extant, is that of a document found in 1740 in
an old library in Milan, by an Italian named Muratori,
whence its name, The Muratorian Canon. This document
dates from the seventh or eighth century, and is a Latin
translation of a Greek original which claims to have been
written by a contemporary of Pius, Bishop of Rome (died,
A.D. 157). The Muratorian Canon in the West and the
Peshito Syriac Version in the East, both dating from
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about 160, in their listing of the New Testament books
mutually complement each other’s deficiencies, and to-
gether witness to the fact that at that early date, only
some fifty or sixty years after the death of the Apostle
John, every: book of our present New Testament, with
the exception of 2 Peter, was accepted as genuine.

(8) Tertullian, the well-known Latin' scholar of North
Africa, who lived about 150-240, left no formal catalog,
but his extant writings contain statements regarding the
Gospels and Paul’'s Epistles that are equivalent to a
catalog. He mentions all the other books of the New
Testament Canon except 2 Peter, James, 2 John, and 3
John. He names our four Gospels, and expressly states
that Matthew and John were written by apostles, and
Mark and Luke by “apostolic men.” In his great work
against the heresies of Marcion, he names all of Paul’s
Epistles in their established order. He frequently quotes
from Acts, which he ascribes to Luke; quotes by name 1
Peter and Jude; and quotes frequently from 1 John and
Revelation, expressly ascribing the latter to John. He
also insists that the Gospels had come down “from the
very beginning” and “from the apostles.”

(4) Clement of Alexandria (lived about 165-220) is quoted
by Eusebius in the latter’s Ecclesiastical History, as hav-
ing given explanations, more or less elaborate, of all the
books of our present New Testament. Clement was a
voluminous and scholarly writer. His writings fill two
volumes of the Ante-Nicene Library.

(5) A catalog promulgated by Origen, a pupil of Clement
of Alexandria, lists all the books of the New Testament as
we now have them. Origen (lived about 185-254) was
made the teacher of the Catechumens in Alexandria when
eighteen years old, and became the outstanding scholar
of his day. He traveled extensively over the entire Bibli-
cal world, wrote voluminously, and lived a life of extreme
self-denial. His testimony regarding the New Testament
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books is that of “a competent and unimpeachable wit-
ness” (McGarvey). .

(6) Another catalog has come down to us from Eusebius
(about 270-340), who was Bishop of the Church at Caes-
area, in Palestine, and who is known as “the Father of
Ecclesiastical History.” He does not leave us in doubt as
to the books which made up the Sacred Writings in his
day. He mentions all the books of our present New Testa-
ment and in the order in which they appear therein.

(7) Another catalog is that promulgated by Cyril, Bishop
of Jerusalem (lived 315-386). In one of his Catechetical
Lectures, as given by his biographer, Jerome, he lists the
books which are to be regarded as canonical, and the list
agrees precisely with ours, with the exception of Revela-
tion which is omitted.

(8) Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria from 326 to 373,
one of the most noted Greek writers of the fourth cen-
tury, lists the canonical books as they now appear in our
English Version, in a letter addressed to the Christians of
his day. He declares also that these books had been “de-
livered to the fathers” by those who were “eye-witnesses
and ministers of the word.” He appends to the list the
following warning: “These are the fountains of salvation;
in these alone the doctrine of religion is taught; let no one
add to them or take anything from them.”

(9) A formal catalog of the canonical books was promul-
gated by the Council of Carthage, in 397. It names all the
books of the Old Testament now included in our Bible,
and then gives the books of the New Testament in the
following order: “Four books of the Gospels, one book of
Acts of Apostles, thirteen epistles of the Apostle Paul,
one of the same to the Hebrews, two Epistles of the
Apostle Peter, three of John, one of James, one of Judas,
one book of the Apocalypse of John.” It concludes: “We
have received from our fathers that these are to be
read in the churches.” “This document,” says McGarvey,




36 Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

“shows not only that all of the books of our present New
Testament were in existence and in use as ‘divine Scrip-
tures’ at the close of the fourth century, but that they had
been held in the same esteem by the ‘fathers’ of the
venerable men who composed this assembly” (Evidences
of Christianity, Part 1., p. 61).

(10) This array of evidence, it will be seen, dates back to
within fewer than one hundred years of the actual writing
of the Christian Documents. It has come down to us in an
unbroken succession, we might say, from men who were
not far removed from the apostolic class. Moreover, the
evidence is mutually confirmatory and complementary,
l.e., what is overlooked by some of these men is supplied
by others. As a matter of fact, Marcion, the writer of the
Muratorian Canon, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria,
and Origen—these five men themselves unitedly mention
by name all the books of our New Testament Canon. We
may therefore safely conclude that our New Testament
Canon had its origin in the latter half of the first century

(A.D. 55-90).
48. Q. What is meant by Quotations found in the Ancient
Writings?

A. By Quotations found in the Ancient Writings, is
meant actual scripture passages which are quoted
in the writings of the early Christian scholars.

(1) The writers whom we have already cited—Tertullian,
Clement of Aléxandria, Origen, Eusebius, Cyril, Athana-
sius, etc.—quote freely and copiously from the books of
the New Testament Canon. (2) Irenaeus (120-202), a
disciple and friend of Polycarp, who was in turn a personal
acquaintance of the Apostle John, quotes in his writings
from all books of the New Testament except Philemon,
Jude and 3 John. (3) Justin, a native of the ancient city
of Shechem in Palestine, who suffered martyrdom at
Rome, from which circumstance he is known as Justin
Martyr, in his two Apologies and his Dialogue (written
about 146), quotes freely from the four Gospels, which he
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calls “the Memoirs” of Jesus Christ “which were drawn
up by His Apostles and those who followed them.” He
quotes by name from Revelation. He also quotes from
several of the Pauline Epistles and from 2 Peter. (4)
Papias (about 80-164), an overseer of the church at
Hierapolis (cf. Col. 4:13), was the author of a work en-
titled An Exposition of the Lord’s Sayings. He testifies
that Matthew “wrote the sacred oracles in the Hebrew
dialect”; and that “Mark, the interpreter of Peter” (cf.
1 Pet. 5:13), wrote, under Peter’s direction, an unsystem-
atic yet accurate account of the same discourses and
events. (5) Clement of Rome (died 101), Ignatius of
Antioch (martyred 115), and Polycarp of Smyrna (80-
156), all of whom were friends and companions of the
Apostles themselves, have left us in their writings over
one hundred quotations from, or allusions to, the books
of the New Testament, and among these every book, ex-
cept four minor epistles (2 Peter, 2 John, 3 John, and
Jude) is represented. (6) Finally, the genuineness of
John’s Gospel is confirmed by the fact that Tatian (155-
170), an Assyrian, and a disciple of Justin Martyr, re-
peatedly quotes from it.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-FIVE

45, What is meant by the Ancient Versions?

46. What are the most important of the Ancient Versions?

47. What is meant by the Ancient Catalogs?

48. What is meant by Quotations found in the Ancient
Writings?
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Lesson Fifty-six

HOW THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES HAVE
COME DOWN TO US

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:1-8.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Ye shall be my witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
(Matt. 24: 35).

49. Q. From what primary sources have the Christian Doc-
uments come down to us?

A, The Christian Documents have come down to us
from four primary sources, viz., (1) the Ancient
Manusecripts, and (2) the Ancient Versions; sub-
stantiated by (3) the Ancient Catalogs, and (4)
Quotations from the Post-apostolic Writings.

50. Q. What were the earliest iranslations of the Bible into
the English language?

A. The earliest translations of the Bible into the
English language were those made by John Wyelif,
William Tyndale, and Miles Coverdale.

(1) The first translation of the whole Bible into the
English language (medieval) was made by John Wyclif
and Nicholas Hereford, in manuscript form, about the
year 1381, It is commonly known as Wyclif’s Translation
and was made from the Latin Vulgate. Wyclif himself
suffered martyrdom for it, at the hands of the Papists.
(2) Tyndale’s Translation of the New Testament, the
first printed version of any portion of the Bible in the
English language, was printed at Worms, in 1525. It was
made by William Tyndale (who was burned at the stake
in 1536) from the original text as published by Erasmus.
Of the Old Testament, T'yndale translated only the five
books of Moses. (3) Miles Coverdale’s Translation of the
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whole Bible made from Tyndale’s Translation, the Latin
Vulgate, and the German Version, was published in 1535.
It was the first version of the whole Bible in modern
English. (4) Thomas Matthew's Bible was published in
1537, by John Rogers (under an assumed name), and
Rogers became the first martyr under Queen Mary. This
version was made from the translations by Wyeclif, Tyn-
dale, and Coverdale. (5) Other versions followed, based
largely upon the text of Thomas Matthew’s Bible. Among
these were Taverner’s Bible, in 1539; Cranmer’s Bible, in
1539; the Geneva Bible, in 1560, the favorite of the Puri-
tans; and the Bishops’ Bible, which was issued in three
parts in 1568-72. The Geneva Bible, a joint work of
Calvin, Beza, Knox, Coverdale, and others, at Geneva,
Switzerland, was the first English Bible divided into
verses and the first to print in italics the words not in the
original text.

51. Q. What are the four modern Versions of the English
Bible?

A. They are: (1) The Douai Version; (2) The King
James (Authorized) Version; (3) The Revised
Version; and (4) The American Standard Edition
of the Revised Version.

(1) The Douai Version, or the Rheims Version as it is
sometimes called, was made from the Latin Vulgate, by a
group of English Catholic divines who were at first con-
nected with the college at Rheims, and later with that at
Douai, a town in France. The Douai Version of the New
Testament was first published in 1582; and of the Old
Testament, in 1609-10. The Douai Version is the English
Version authorized by the Roman Catholic hierarchy.
However, it differs very little from the Authorized and
Revised Versions used by Protestants, with the exception
that it does contain the so-called Apocryphal books
which usually are not included in the Protestant Versions.
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These books, however, are purely historical and classical,
and of questionable origin; and their rejection or inclugion
means little or nothing so far as the fundamental teach-
ing of the Bible is concerned. They contribute no addi-
tional information whatever with respect to the Plan of
Salvation, or the Christian System. (2) The King James
Version, or as it is commonly called, the Authorized Ver-
sion, was begun in 1604, by forty-seven Biblical scholars,
who, at the invitation of King James, assembled, formed
themselves into six groups, and went to work to produce
an authentic translation. Seven years were spent on the
work. The finished product was published in 1611, and
has been since its publication the mainstay of the Chris-
tian religion throughout the English-speaking world.
Beautiful in its rhetoric, forceful in style, and delightful
in its intonation, it has been rightly called “a sacred thing,
which doubt has never dimmed and controversy never
soiled.” Its influence has made the English language what
it is, and has practically created our literature. (3) The
Revised Version is an up-to-date revision of the Author-
ized Version. It was made by an English and American
Revision Committee, of all evangelical denominations,
working together, in the years 1870-85; and for the pur-
pose of bringing the Authorized Version into perfect
harmony with more modern English, and with the results
of the latest researches in textual criticism, history,
archaeology, etc. The revisers did not confine themselves
to two or three of the older versions, but consulted all of
them, and all other original sources as well—in the form
of manuscripts, versions, catalogs, quotations, etc. Their
objectives were accuracy and authenticity. The Revised
Version of the New Testament was published by the
university presses of Oxford and Cambridge, in 1881; and
that of the Old Testament, in 1885. The Revised Version
is the finished product of the combined Christian scholar-
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ship of all ages of the Christian era. (4) The American
Standard Edition of the Revised Version, otherwise known
as the American Revised Version, is the outcome of about
thirty years’ work on the part of the American Revision
Committee, which continued its organization after the
English Revision Committee had disbanded in 1885. It
contains the changes recommended by the American
company of revisers, but not accepted by the English com-
pany; and such other changes as appeared to the American
Committee to be needed after twenty years’ experience
with the Revised Version. The American Revised Version
was published by Thomas Nelson and Sons, New York, in
1901. The Revised Standard Version, issued in 1952, is
in many passages more of a paraphrase than a translation.
The same is true of The New English Bible: New Testa-
ment, issued in 1961. (Some wag has remarked recently
that in reading the Gospel narratives, as they appear in
those two most recent versions, he fully expected on turn-
ing a page to find Jesus saying, “O.K.,” and was indeed
amazed that Paul’s “carnal mind” or “mind of the flesh”
(Rom. 8:7) was not rendered eros or libido. Attempts of
the translators of these two productions to “modernize”
the original text have surely vitiated the forcefulness of
Scripture teaching in many passages. The Old Testament
section of the New English Bible is due to appear soon,
and pre-publication reports indicate that it will truly have
the Menckenitic flavor.) Among the better paraphrases of
the Bible, or of the New Testament alone, are those of
Moffatt, Goodspeed, and Phillips.

52. Q. What must be our cenclusion with respect to the
Christian Documents as they appear in our English
Version?

A. Our conclusion must be, in view of the array of
evidence presented, that the Christian Documents
as they appear in our English versions are trust-
worthy.
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(1) The very fact alone, that in the New Testament
writings as we have them there is no reference except in
certain prophetic statements, to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, which took place A.D. 70, is almost positive proof
that the books themselves (with the exception probably
of the Apocalypse) were written prior to that date. It is
inconceivable that such an important event in the history
of the Jewish nation, such an obvious fulfilment of the
prophecies of Jesus, would have been allowed to go un-
noticed in the New Testament writings, had that event
occurred prior to the actual writing of the documents
which constitute the New Testament Canon. (2) Dr.
Benjamin B. Warfield, Professor of Didactic and Polemic
Theology in the Theological Seminary of Princeton, New
Jersey, 1887-1921, in his book entitled Revelation and
Inspiration, published by the Oxford University Press in
1927, summarizes as follows (p. 408): “We risk nothing in
declaring that modern biblical criticism has not disproved
the authenticity of a single book of our New Testament.
It is a most assured result of biblical criticism that every
one of the twenty-seven books which now constitute our
New Testament is assuredly genuine and authentic.”

53. Q. For what purposes were the hooks of the New
Testament Canon written?

A. The books of the New Testament Canon were written
originally for four purposes: (1) to give us the evi-
dence that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Son of
God; (2) to inform us as to what to do to be saved,
or to be received into covenant relationship with
God through Jesus Christ; (3) to instruct us in the
laws and principles of Christian worship and con-
duct; (4) to give us a final picture of the trials and
triumphs of the Church and of the future state of
the redeemed in the new heavens and new earth.

In the four Gospels, we have the evidence respecting
Jesus of Nazareth, sufficient to prove that He is the
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Christ, the Son of God. In Acts of Apostles, we have the
terms of remission, adoption, justification, etc., under
the New Covenant. In the twenty-one Epistles, we find
the instruction we need as Christians in the laws, princi-
ples, and institutions of Christian worship and living. In
Revelation, we have the portrayal, in prophetic symbolism,
of the trials and triumphs of the true Church of Christ,

54. Q. In what four books especially, do we find the story
of the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth?

A. We find the story of the life and work of Jesus of
Nazareth in the four hooks, commonly ecalled the
Gospels, written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

55. Q. For what purpose were these four books, commonly
called the Gospels, written?

A. They were written to give us the evidence sufficient
to convince us that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.

See again John 20:30-31. Let us therefore, as did the
Bereans of old, “receive the word with all readiness of
mind, examining the scriptures daily, whether these things
were s0” (Acts 17:10-11).

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-SIX

49. From what primary sources have the Christian Docu-
ments come down to us?

50. What were the earliest translations of the Bible into
the English language?

51. What are the four modern Versions of the English
Bible?

52. What must be our conclusion with respect to the
Christian Documents as they appear in our English
version?

53. For what purposes were the books of the New Testa-
ment Canon written?
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54. In what four books especially, do we find the story of
the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth?

55. For what purpose were these four books, commonly
called the Gospels, written?

Lesson Fifty-seven

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT WRITERS

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-8, Gal. 1:11-20,
2 Pet. 1:12-21.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Ye shall be my witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). “Am I not free?
am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord?”
(I Cor. 9:1). “For we did not follow cunningly devised
fables, when we made known untc you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewit-
nesses of his majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16).

56. Q. What did Jesus Himself say to His Apostles with
regard to their witnessing for Him?
A. He said: “Ye shall be my witnesses . . . unto the
uttermost part of the earth.”
57. Q. How are the Apostles witnessing for Jesus unto the
uttermost part of the earth?
A. The Apostles are witnessing for Jesus among all
nations in and through the New Testament wrilings.

(1) As it has been frequently pointed out, the Apostles
were essentially witnesses; and not priests, philosophers,
reformers, clergymen, or theologians. (2) Their testimony
as set down in the books of the New Testament pertains
to what they saw with their eyes; in other words, matters
of their own personal experience. 1 John 1: 1—*“that which
we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes,
that which we beheld, and our hands handled,” etc. (3)
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To the extent that the apostolic testimony is proclaimed
everywhere by faithful ministers and evangelists, just to
that extent do the Apostles witness for Christ unto the
nations. Matt. 28:19—“Go ye therefore, and make disci-
ples of all the nations.” Mark 16:15—“Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.” 2
Tim. 2:2—“the things which thou hast heard from me
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” Matt. 24:14
—“this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the
whole world for a testimony unto all the nations; and then
shall the end come.” '

58. Q. What claims do the New Testament writers make for
themselves in their writings?

A. The New Testament writers claim for themselves:
(1)actual personal knowledge of the matters re-
lated; (2) accuracy in assembling and relating the
matters presented; (3) possession and inspiration
by the Holy Spirit; and (4) divine authentication
through the miracles which they performed.

(1) Those who were Apostles clatm actual personal knowl-
edge of the matters related. Luke 24:45-48, “Then opened
he their mind, that they might understand the scriptures;
and he said unto them, Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day;
and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name unto all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of these things.” Acts 2:32—
“This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are wit-
nesses.” Acts 10:39-41, “And we are witnesses of all things
which he did both in the country of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem: whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree.
Him God raised up the third day, and gave him to be
made manifest, not to all the people, but unto witnesses
that were chosen before of God, even to us, who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead.” John 1:14
—“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and
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we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from
the Father), full of grace and truth.” 1 John 1:1-4, “That
which was from the beginning, that which we have heard,
that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we
beheld, and our hands handled, concerning the Word of
life (and the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare unto you the life, the eternal
life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto
us); that which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea,
and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ: and these things we write, that our joy may
be made full.” 2 Pet. 1:16—“For we did not follow cun-
ningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eye-witnesses of his majesty.” Cf. also Rev. 1:1-3, 1:10-20,
etc. (2) Paul, in numerous scriptures, relates how Jesus
appeared to him in His resurrection body, to call him to
the apostleship. See Acts 22:3-21, Acts 26:2-23, etc. 1 Cor.
9:1—“am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our
Lord?” 1 Cor. 15:8—“and last of all, as to the child un-
timely born, he appeared to me also.” Gal. 1:11, 12—“For
I make known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel
which was preached by me, that it is not after man. For
neither did I receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but
it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ.” (3)
Luke, who was not an Apostle, nevertheless claims for
himself accuracy in assembling and relating the matters
presented in his books. Luke 1:1-4, “Forasmuch as many
have taken in hand to draw up a narrative concerning
those matters which have been fulfilled among us, even
as they delivered them unto us, who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed
good to me also, having traced the course of all things
accurately from the first, to write unto thee in order, most
excellent Theophilus; that thou mightest know the cer-
tainty concerning the things wherein thou wast instructed.”
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Cf. Acts 1:1-8: here Luke continues his narrative from
the point where he terminates it in his Gospel. (4) The
New Testament writers claim for themselves possession,
guidance and inspiration by the Holy Spirit. John 16: 13—
“when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide you
into all the truth.” Acts 2:4—“they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 15:28—"“It seemed
good to the Holy Spirit, and to us,” etc. Acts 16:6—
“having been forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia,” ete. 1 Cor. 2:12, 13—“But we received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is from God:
that we might know the things that were freely given to
us of God. Which things also we speak, not in words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teach-
eth; combining spiritual things with spiritual words.” 1
Peter 1:12—“these things, which now have been an-
nounced unto you through them that preached the gospel
unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven.” (5)
They also claim for themselves divine authentication
through the miracles which they performed. Mark 16: 20—
“And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the word by the signs
that followed.” Heb. 2:4—“God also bearing witness with
them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers,
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own
will.” Acts 19:11—“and God wrought special miracles by
the hands of Paul.” 1 Cor. 2:4—“and my speech and my
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”
59. Q. What do we mean by the Credibility of the New
Testament writers?
A. By the Credibility of the New Testament writers, we

mean their reliability as witnesses of Jesus Christ.
That is, were they competent witnesses? Were they in a
position to know with regard to what they wrote? Are we
justified in accepting their claims as valid? Were they
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honest and sincere witnesses? And, is their testimony
trustworthy? etc., etc.

60. Q. What is the first valid ground on which we aceept
the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?
A. The first valid ground on which we accept the New
Testament writers as reliable witnesses, is- their ob-
vious competency.

(1) They had opportunities of personal observation and
inquiry. The Apostles were men who had been intimately
associated with Jesus throughout His ministry (cf. Acts
1:21). Mark was a close companion of Barnabas and Paul
(2 Tim. 4:11), and later of Peter (1 Peter 5:13); and,
according to Papias, was instructed in the writing of his
Gospel by Peter himself. Luke was long and intimately
associated with Paul (Acts 16:10, 2 Tim. 4:11, Philemon
24). And Paul himself declares that he received his knowl-
edge by special revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:12).
These men, in other words, possessed actual knowledge
with respect to the matters related in the documents
which they wrote. (2) They were men of sobriety, respect
for the truth, and moral discernment; and therefore could
not have themselves been deceived. Matthew was origi-
nally a tax collector; Peter, James, and John, humble
peasant fisherman; Luke, a physician, man of science, an
educated man, as his writings show; and Paul was the
most brilliant scholar of his time. It is illogical to assume
that these men were overwrought religious enthusiasts,
controlled by their emotions, and guided by visions and
hallucinations. There is too much evidence to the con-
trary: viz. that they were sober-minded, reverent men,
who recorded in their writings their own actual experi-
ences, as trustworthy witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ.

61. Q. What is the second valid ground on which we ac-
cept the New Testament writers as reliable wit-
nesses ?

A. The second valid ground on which we accept the
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New Testament wrilers as reliable wiinesses, is their

obvious honesty.
(1) “The moral elevation of their writings, and their
manifest reverence for the truth and constant inculcation
of it, show that they were not wilful deceivers, but good
men” (Strong, Systematic Theology, p. 172). If they were
not all that they claimed to have been, obviously then
they must have been impostors, liars or fools. (2) Their
honesty is further evident from the fact that their testi-
mony imperiled all their worldly interests. (3) Their
honesty is positively substantiated by the fact that they
not only suffered hardships and persecutions, but actually
gave their lives in martyrdom for their testimony. No
greater evidence of sincerity is available in any human
being!
62. Q. What is the third valid ground on which we accept

the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses ?

A. The third valid ground on which we accept the New
Testament writers as reliable witnesses, is the com-
plementary nature of their writings.

That is, though separate and independent witnesses, their
writings mutually support one another; and their collective
testimony, so far as doctrine is concerned, is a unit. Hence
it is never spoken of in scripture as the teachings, but
always as the feaching, of Christ. We read in the New
Testament Scriptures of “strange teachings” or doctrines
(Heb. 13:9); of “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1); and
of “doctrines of men” (Col. 2:22); but not once of the
doctrines of Christ or of the Apostles’ doctrines. The
teaching of Jesus and His Apostles, as presented in col-
lective form in the New Testament writings, is always
given in the singular (the doctrine, the teaching), simply
because it is a unit (Mark 4:2, John 7:16-17, Acts 2:42,
Tit. 2:10, Heb. 6:1, 2 John 9, etc.). As a matter of fact,
this internal unity is the outstanding characteristic of the
Sacred Writings as a whole and is consequently the most
convincing evidence of their inspiration that can be ad-
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duced. “While one witness to the facts of Christianity
might establish its truth, the combined evidence of four
witnesses gives us a warrant for faith in the facts of the
gospel such as we possess for no other facts in ancient
history whatsoever” (Strong, ibid., p. 173).

63. Q. What is the fourth valid ground on which we accept
the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?

A. The fourth valid ground on which we accept the New
Testament writers as reliable witnesses, is the cor-
respondence of their testimony in its details, with
collateral facts and circumstances.

(1) For instance, the correspondence between the New
Testament writings and contemporary profane history, in
respect to the names of civil rulers, the periods in which
they ruled, and the countries over which they ruled, etc.,
as, e. 8., Augustus Caesar (Luke 2:1), Tiberius Caesar
(Luke 3:1), Quirinius, the Herods, Felix, Festus, Pontius
Pilate, etc. (2) Secondly, the numberless correspondences
between the New Testament writings and contemporary
profane history, in respect to names of coins, methods of
taxation, types of wearing apparel, different kinds of
public assemblies and places where they were held, man-
ners and customs of the people described, etc. (3) Thirdly,
the correspondence between the New Testament writings
and the known geography of the ancient world, in respect
to cities named, also rivers, mountains, lakes, seas, travel
routes, etc. (4) Finally, the absence of discrepancies be-
tween the New Testament writings themselves. The few
discrepancies which do, at least apparently, exist, “are
none of them irreconcilable with the truth of the recorded
facts, but only present those facts in new lights or with
additional detail” (Strong, ibid., p. 173). How, in view of
all this evidence, can any intelligent and honest person
doubt for one moment the reliability of the New Testa-
ment writers, or the trustworthiness of their writings?
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REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-SEVEN

56. What did Jesus Himself say to His Apostles with re-
gard to their witnessing for Him?

57. How are the Apostles witnessing for Jesus unto the
uttermost part of the earth?

58, What claims do the New Testament writers make for
themselves in their writings?

59. What do we mean by the Credibility of the New
Testament writers?

60. What is the first valid ground on which we accept the
New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?

61. What is the second valid ground on which we accept
the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?

62. What is the third valid ground on which we accept
the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?

63. What is the fourth valid ground on which we accept
the New Testament writers as reliable witnesses?

Lesson Fifty-eight

MATTHEW*S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH

Scripture Reading: Matt. 9:9, 10: 2-4; Luke 5: 27-32.
Scripture to Memorize: “And after these things he went
forth, and beheld a publican, named Levi, sitting at the
place of toll, and said unto him, Follow me. And he for-
sook all, and rose up and followed him” (Luke 5:27-28).

64. Q. In 1aking up the study of Christianity itself, what is
the first matter to be considered?
A. In taking up the study of Christianity, the first
matter to be considered is the Person, Jesus of
Nazareth, who appears historically as its Founder.

(1) Christianity, as we have already learned, consists of:
(a) The Person, and (b) The System. The Person is




52 Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

Jesus of Nazareth; The System is the aggregate of the
principles, institutions and laws which He revealed and
established through His Apostles. (2) Of these two mat-
ters, The Person must be considered first, because The
System stands or falls with Him. If He, Jesus of Nazar-
eth, is all that He claims to be, then we are justified in
accepting the Christian System as God’s final and com-
plete revelation of truth to mankind. “What think ye of
the Christ? whose son is he?”’ (Matt. 22:42); “Who say
ye that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). These questions must be
answered first. If the story of Christ is true, then Chris-
tianity is true; for, in the words of Dr. Daniel A. Poling,
“Christ is Christianity, and Christianity is Christ.”
65. Q. How, then, shall we begin our study of Jesus of

Nazareth?

A. We shall begin our study of Jesus of Nazareth by
viewing Him first as a historical character.

That is, in the same manner that we view Christopher
Columbus, or Martin Luther, or George Washington, or
Abraham Lincoln, or any other outstanding figure of hu-
man history.

66. Q. To what primary sources shall we go for informa-
tion respecting the life and work of Jesus of Nazar-
eth?

A. For information respecting the life and work of
Jesus of Nazareth, we shall go to the New Testament
writings, especially the first four books of the New
Testament Canon.

67. Q. By whom were the first four books of the New Tes-
tament Canon written?

A. The first four books of the New Testament Canon
were written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, in
order.

68. Q. What are the first four books of the New Testament
Scriptures commeonly called ?

A. The first four books of the New Testament Scrip-
tures are commonly called The Gospels, or the
Gospel Narratives,
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69. Q. For what purpose were these four Gospel Narratives
originally written?

A. The four Gospel Narratives were written to give us
the evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the
Son of the living God. John 20:30-31,

70. Q. What is the subject-matier of the hooks written by
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?

A. They are four biographies of Jesus of Nazareth
written from as many different points of view.

71. Q. What are the four hooks written by Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John, as 1o design ?

A. As to design, they are four testimonies respecting
Jesus of Nazareth, presented from as many different
points of view.

They are biographies in the sense that they present the
facts about the Person known historically as Jesus of
Nazareth, They are testimonies, in the sense that they
witness to His life, His teaching, His miracles, His char-
acter, and His death and resurrection.

72. Q. Who was Matthew?

A. Matthew was one of the original group of Twelve
Aposiles.

Matt. 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:13-16, Acts 1:13. We
must be careful not to confuse Matthew with the Mat-
thias who was later selected to take the place of Judas.
Cf. Acts 1:26.

73. Q. Of what nationality was Matithew?

A. Maithew was a Jew.

He was the son of a certain Alpheus., He also bore the
name of Levi: probably his full name was Matthew Levi.
See Matt. 9: 9, Mark 2: 14, Luke 5: 27.

74. Q. What was Maithew’s occupation originally?

A. Matithew was originally a publican, i. e., a tax col-
lector.

(1) The alien government, which ruled Palestine, whether
of Rome, or of its deputy-princes, the Herods, collected
its taxes and customs through speculators, who bought up
the right of collecting the revenue (publicum) for their
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own advantage. They were allowed to retain in the form
of commissions whatever sums they were able to collect
over and above the assessments levied by the government.
Naturally this gave rise to much graft; however it was the
system itself that was at fault, rather than its officials.
(2) These men who acted as collectors of the revenue
were called publicani by the Romans, whence our English
word publican. They were often native Jews, and were
classed by their own people, not only with the social out-
casts of the day (Matt. 9:10-13, 21:31), but even with
the heathen, as if entirely outside the pale of the Jewish
commonwealth (Matt. 18:17). (3) Matthew was obvi-
ously not a chief publican, like Zaccheus, i. e., one who
had supervision over a considerable territory and farmed
out the business of actual collection to deputies. Mat-
thew’s business, it seems, was purely local. His place of
toll was near Capernaum, on the road to and from Damas-
cus, where he apparently collected taxes for Herod the
tetrarch. His special duty, it would seem, was that of
collecting revenues from the fishermen on the Lake of
Galilee, and probably from merchants traveling southward
from Damascus. (4) It seems, too, that Matthew was a
man of considerable means. At any rate, immediately
after his call to the apostleship, he gave a great feast at
which Jesus of Nazareth was the honored guest (Mark
2:13-17, Luke 5:29-32). Matthew is, then, the typical
business man who has given up his business to enter the
ministry. This alone is sufficient evidence of his strength
of character.
75. Q. What information do we gather from the New Testa-
ment writings with regard to Matthew’s character?
A. We gather that he was a man of conviction, of
modesty, and of steadfastness.

(1) He was a man of conviction, without doubt. When
Jesus, passing by his place of toll, said, “Follesv me,”
Matthew “forsook all, and rose up and followed him”
(Luke 5:28). This one terse statement is an eloquent
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commentary on Matthew’s character. (2) He seems to
have been modest and retiring in disposition. He kept
himself in the background, it would seem, He does not
stand out in the apostolic group, like Peter, for instance,
or John; yet he was faithful, even unto death, for tra-
dition has it that he died a martyr. (3) He was steadfast.
We are not surprised, therefore, to find his name included
in the list of the faithful, as given by Luke in enumerating
the members of the apostolic group who were gathered in
an upper room somewhere in Jerusalem, after the resur-
rection of Jesus, waiting for the coming of the Spirit (Acts
1:13). He was faithful unto death and no doubt received
the “crown of righteousness” (2 Tim. 4:8).
76. Q. Where in the apostolic writings do we find the ac-

count of Matthew’s call to the apostleship ?

A, We find the account of Matthew’s call to the apostle-

ship in Matt. 9:9, Mark 2:14, and Luke 5:27-28,
The account is given by Matthew himself, and by Mark
and Luke also, in almost the same words. “And after these
things he went forth, and beheld a publican, named Levi,
sitting at the place of toll, and said unto him, Follow me.
And he forsook all, and rose up and followed him” (Luke
5:27-28). ‘
77. Q. From what viewpoint did Maithew write his testi-

mony respecting Jesus?

A. Matthew wrote from the Jewish viewpoint, and es-

pecially for the Jews.
(1) That Matthew wrote as a Jew, and for the Jews es-
pecially, is evident from the following characteristics of
his writing: (a) His tracing of the genealogy of Jesus
from Abraham and David; (b) his numerous appeals to
Hebrew prophecy as having been fulfilled in Jesus; (c)
his strong denunciations of the Jews and their rulers;
(d) his rare explanations of Jewish names and customs;
(e) his lengthy presentation of the Sermon on the Mount
and with particular references to the Law; (f) his omis-
sion of Latin words from his text; (g) his omission of the




56 Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

account of the sending out of the Seventy (cf. Luke 10:1-
20); (h) and especially his repeated use of the term
“kingdom of heaven,” by which he tried to turn the at-
tention of the Jewish people away from their expectation
of an earthly kingdom and Messiah, to that of a spiritual
reign of Heaven upon earth under a heavenly Messiah.
(2) “No one can read Matthew’s Gospel without per-
ceiving that he was no Hellenist, but a Hebrew of the
Hebrews, deeply learned in the history and prophecies of
his race, and eagerly looking forward to their realization.
When the plan and teaching of Jesus were unfolded to his
mind stored with national memories, he instantly recog-
nized the truth and beauty and completeness of that
ideal, and gave himself up heart and soul to the cause of
the Son of David. For that cause and for the kingdom of
God he resigned all his hopes of advancement in Herod’s
kingdom, his lucrative calling, and the friends he had
made” (Cambridge Bible).

78. Q. What is the general theme of Matthew’s Gospel?
A. The general theme of Matthew’s Gospel is: The
Messiahship of Jesus.

The Jews of the time of Jesus and before, believed that
in the writings of Moses and the Prophets there were
many predictions concerning a great ruler and deliverer
to come, called in their language Messiah, and in Greek
Christos (meaning The Anointed One). They expected
him to be a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Judah,
and of the royal lineage of David; and to restore the king-
dom of David and Solomon in all its pristine glory. In
brief, they gave to the Messianic prophecies a purely
temporal and earthly interpretation, as they do even to
this day. Cf. Luke 3:15; John 1:19-20, 4:25-26, 5:39, 45;
Liuke 24:27, 44; Acts 3:18, 24; Acts 28:23, etc.

79. Q. What main purpese did Matthew have in mind in
writing his Testimony?
A. Tt is obvious that he wrote his Testimony to present
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Jesus as the fulfilment of Hebrew Messianic expec-
1ation.
(1) That is, to present Jesus as the One in whom the
Abrahamic Promise is fulfilled. (2) Also, to present Jesus
as the One in whom the Messianic predictions of the
Hebrew Prophets are realized. (3) Finally, to present
Jesus as the Messiah in an infinitely nobler sense than
the Jews had ever anticipated, viz., as the Ruler of the
Kingdom of Heaven, the truly Anomted One of God the
Prophet and Priest and King of His Church.
80. Q. How does Matthew prove the Messiahship of Jesus?
A. He proves the Messiahship of Jesus, by presenting
Him as the Person in whose life and work the Mes-
sianie predictions of the Hebrew Prophets were all
fulfilled.
Matthew quotes some sixty prophecies from the Old Tes-
tament Scriptures, as having been fulfilled in Jesus of
Nazareth.
81. Q. What is Matthew’s favorite expression?
A. Matthew’s favorite expression is: “that it might he
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,” etc.
See Matt. 1:22, 2:5, 2:17, 3:8, 4:14, 11:10, 12:17, 13:14,
13: 35, etc., etc.
82. Q. When was Matthew’s Gospel probably wriiten?
A. Matthew’s Gospel was probably written about A.D.
67.
McGarvey holds that it was not written before the year
60, and probably about A.D. 67, Its contents show that it
was written a number of years after the death of Jesus
(Matt. 27:8, 28:15); and prior to the destruction of Jeru-
salem, A. D. 70 (Matt. 24:1-28).

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-EIGHT

64. In taking up the study of Christianity itself, what is
the first matter to be considered?

65. How, then, shall we begin our study of Jesus of Naz-
areth?
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66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71
72.
73.
74,
75.
76.
77,

78.
79.
80.

81.
82.

Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

To what primary sources shall we go for information
respecting the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth?

By whom were the first four books of the New Testa-
ment Canon written?

What are the first four books of the New Testament
Scriptures commonly called?

For what purpose were these four Gospel Narratives
orlgmally written?

What is the subject-matter of the books written by
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?

What are the four books written by Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, as to design?

Who was Matthew?

Of what nationality was Matthew?

What was Matthew’s occupation originally?

What information do we gather from the New Testa-
ment writings with regard to Matthew’s character?
Where in the apostolic writings do we find the account
of Matthew’s call to the apostleship?

From what viewpoint did Matthew write his testi-
mony respecting Jesus?

What is the general theme of Matthew’s Gospel?

What main purpose did Matthew have in mind in
writing his Testimony?

How does Matthew prove the Messiahship of Jesus?
What is Matthew’s favorite expression?

When was Matthew’s Gospel probably written?

Lesson Fifty-nine

MARK’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH

Scripture Reading: Acts 12:1-18, 15: 36-41.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner
saluteth you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (touching
whom ye received commandments; if he come unto you,



Mark’s Testimony Aboul Jesus of Nazareth 59

receive him)” etc. (Col. 4:10). “Take Mark, and bring
him with thee: for he is useful to me for ministering” (2
Tim. 4:11). “She that is in Babylon, elect together with
you, saluteth you; and so doth Mark, my son” (1 Peter
5:13).

83. Q. Who was Mark, the writer of the second Gospel
narrative?

A. Mark, though not one of the Twelve Apostles, was
a member of the apostolic company.

By the apostolic company or class, we mean the Apostles
and their evangelistic co-workers. Mark was closely associ-
ated with the Apostles throughout his entire life, espe-
cially with the Apostles Paul and Peter.

84. Q. Of what nationality was Mark ?

A. Mark was a Jew.

(1) His Jewish name was John. But, like Paul, he also
had a Roman name, Marcus, or Mark (from the Latin
marcus, meaning a hammer). Hence his full name was
John Mark. Cf. Acts 12:12—“Mary the mother of John
whose surname was Mark,” (2) Mark was the son of a
certain Mary, at whose house in Jerusalem the disciples
met from time to time (Acts 12:1-18). (3) He was also a
cousin of Barnabas, another well-known and faithful mem-
ber of the apostolic company. See Acts 4:36-37, 11:22-30,
12:25; also chs. 13, 14, 15 in full.

85. Q. What do we learn about Mark from the New Testa-

ment writings ?

A. We learn that Mark throughout his entire life was
intimately associated with the Apostles, and especially
with the Apostles Peter and Paul.

(1) Mark grew up in Jerusalem, where his mother was
prominent among the disciples and at whose house they
were accustomed to hold meetings from time to time
(Acts 12:1-18). He was no doubt well acquainted with all
the Apostles. (2) It is quite possible that he knew Jesus
personally, In this connection, see Mark 14:51-52. Here
we read that on the occasion of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest
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in the Garden of Gethsemane, near the midnight hour, “a
certain young man followed with him, having a linen cloth
cast about him, over his naked body; and they laid hold
on him; but he left the linen cloth, and fled naked.” May
we not reasonably conclude that Mark is here modestly
alluding to himself and describing his own experience? So
argues Mr. Frank Morison, the English writer; who also
quite plausibly argues the theory that Mark was the
“young man arrayed in a white robe,” whom the three
women discovered sitting in the empty tomb on the resur-
rection morning (Mark 16:5-8). (See Morison, Who
Moved the Stone? pp. 219-294). There is very little doubt
in fact that John Mark was well informed, through
personal experience, with respect to the stirring events
which marked the culmination of the earthly life of Jesus
of Nazareth and the establishment of the Christian re-
ligion. (3) Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas from
Jerusalem to Antioch in Syria on their first evangelistic
tour (Acts 12:25), but for some unexplained reason he
left them at Perga, in Pamphylia, and returned to Jeru-
salem (Acts 13:13). (4) Whatever may have been the
reason for Mark’s conduct on that trip, Paul disapproved
of it severely, so much so that he refused to take Mark
along when a second missionary journey was proposed.
He and Barnabas disagreed so sharply about the matter
that they finally separated. Barnabas took Mark, and
sailed for Cyprus, while Paul accompanied by Silas set
out in another direction (Acts 15:36-40). (5) For a dec-
ade following this incident, we lose sight of Mark alto-
gether. It seems, however, that he made good in the
interim and reestablished himself in Paul’s esteem. Hence
we next find him with Paul in Rome (Col. 4:10). (6)
During Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome the Apostle
wrote his valedictory epistle, to Timothy, in which he re-
quested the latter to bring Mark back to Rome. 2 Tim.
4:11—“Take Mark, and bring him with thee, for he is
useful to me in ministering.” (7) Mark was also inti-
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mately associated with the Apostle Peter at different
periods of his life. In 1 Pet, 5:13, Peter speaks of Mark
as his son in the Gospel, i.e., as one of his converts. The
fact that Peter, when he was miraculously delivered from
prison in Jerusalem, a few days after Pentecost, went
directly to the house of Mary the mother of John Mark,
indicates that the Apostle knew the family quite well
(Acts 12:1-18). Cf. 1 Pet. 5:13—“She that is in Babylon,
elect together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Mark,
my son.” If the term “Babylon” as used here alludes to
Rome (a matter of long-continued controversy), it follows
that Peter and Mark were both in Rome at the time
Peter’s First Epistle was written, and that in all likelihood
Mark’s Gospel was also written in Rome. At any rate we
know that Mark spent many of the later years of his life
in that city. «
86. Q. From what sources then did Mark obtain his in-

formation respecting Jesus of Nazareth?

A. Mark obtained his information respecting Jesus of

Nazareth from the Apostles themselves.
He may have obtained some of the information presented,
from his own personal experiences as a young man in
Jerusalem; and this was in turn confirmed and increased
by additional information which he received from the
Apostles. Early tradition has it that Mark was Peter’s
“Interpreter,” whatever that word may signify. Papias
(about 80-164) testifies that Mark was Peter’s “interpre-
ter,” and that he wrote his Gospel narrative under Peter’s
personal direction. Mark’s Gospel itself bears such evi-
dences of Peter’s influence that it has often been called
“The Petrine Gospel.”
87. Q. What is the general theme of Mark’s Gospel ?

A. The general theme of Mark’s Gospel is: The Works

of Jesus,
Mark’s narrative is brief, swiftly-moving, and to the point.
It covers only the actual ministry of Jesus, beginning
with His baptism by John in the Jordan River. Mark pre-
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sents Jesus as the Man of action, authority, and power.
“While Matthew emphasizes Him as a teacher, Mark says
that He came to do something as well as to say some-
thing. This accounts for the fact that Matthew enlarges
upon the words of Christ, while Mark enlarges upon His
works; Matthew lays emphasis upon His parables, and
Mark upon His miracles” (Moninger, Studies in the
Gospels and Acts, p. 41).
88. Q. For whom was Mark’s Gospel obviously written?

A. Mark’s Gospel was obviously written especially for

the Romans.

That it was written for Gentiles rather than Jews, is
evident from its contents. In view of the fact that Mark
had a Roman name, and that much of his life was spent
in Rome, it is apparent that he wrote his Testimony
respecting Jesus with the Romans especially in mind; in
fact he may have been in Rome when he wrote it (Col.
4:10, Philem. 24, 2 Tim. 4:11, 1 Pet. 5:13). Hence Mark
presents Jesus as the Worker of Miracles, as the Man of
action and authority, as the One who has all power over
both nature and men. This mode of presentation was
obviously designed to appeal especially to the Roman
type of mind, which had great respect for power and
authority.
89. Q. What is Mark’s favorite word?

A. Mark’s favorite word is ‘“‘straightway.”

Mark 1:10, 1:12, 1:21, 1:29, 1:42, 2:8, 2:12, 3:6, 5:2, 5:29,
etc. etc.
90. Q. When was Mark’s Gospel probably written ?

A. Mark’s Gospel was probably written about A.D. 50.
The Marcan narrative is generally conceded to have been
among the first of the New Testament writings. As both
Paul and Peter are believed to have suffered martyrdom
in the reign of Nero, who died about A.D. 68, it follows
that Mark must have written his Gospel prior to that
date. Moreover, as Mark, like Matthew, treats of the
destruction of Jerusalem as a predicted event (ch. 13)
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rather than an actual and fulfilled happening, it follows
that his Gospel must have been written prior to A.D, 70.
Hence, we are safe in assigning it to a date somewhere
near the middle of the first century.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
FIFTY-NINE

83. Who was Mark, the writer of the second Gospel
narrative?

84. Of what nationality was Mark?

85. What do we learn about Mark from the New Testa-
ment writings?

86. From what sources then did Mark obtain his informa-
tion respecting Jesus of Nazareth?

87. What is the general theme of Mark’s Gospel?

88. For whom was Mark’s Gospel obviously written?

89. What is Mark’s favorite word?

90, When was Mark’s Gospel probably written?

Lesson Sixty

LUKE’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH

Scripture Reading: Acts 16:1-17, 20:1-12, 28:11-16; Luke
1:1-2.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Luke, the beloved physician,
and Demas salute you” (Col. 4:14). “Only Luke is with
me” (2 Tim. 4:11). “Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in
Christ Jesus, saluteth thee; and so does Mark, Aristar-
chus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers” (Philemon 23-
24).

91. Q. Who was Luke, the writer of the third Gespel nar-
ralive?
A. Luke, like Mark, was a member of the apostolie
company, though not himself an Aposile.
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92. Q. What two books of the New Testament Canon were
written by Luke?
A. The two books of the New Testament Canon written
by Luke are: the third Gospel, and Acts of Apostles.
Luke was the inspired historian of the origins of Chris-
tianity. In his Gospel, he gives us an account of the
things which Jesus Himself did and taught (Acts 1:1-2).
In Acts of Apostles, he gives us a history of the labors
and accomplishments of the Apostles and their evangelis-
tic co-workers in the execution of the Great Commission.
In Acts, he merely continues the history from the point
at which he terminated it in his Gospel. Cf. Acts 1:1—
“The former treatise I made, O Theophilus, concerning
all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, until the
day in which he was received up, after that he had given
commandment through the Holy Spirit unto the apostles
whom he had chosen,” ete.
93. Q. Of what nationality was Luke?
A. Evidently Luke was a Gentile.
(1) From the distinction drawn between Epaphras, De-
mas and Luke, and “those of the circumcision,” in Col.
4:10-14, it is evident that Luke was not a Jew. In all
probability he was of Greek extraction, as is indicated by
his Greek name, and by the obvious love of beauty which
characterizes his writings. (2) “It may be inferred,”
writes Dr. J. A. McClymont, “that he was of Gentile ex-
traction, and this inference is confirmed by his Greek
name and the character of his style, which—except when
he is drawing from the older documents or reporting
speeches conveyed to him by others—is more classical
than that of the other Gospels, alike as regards the struc-
ture of the sentences and the choice of words, as well as
in his use of an opening dedication, a feature quite foreign
to the Hebrew style” (quoted by Moninger, Studies in
the Gospels and Acts, p. 46). (3) Early tradition has it
that Luke was a native of Antioch in Syria. Eusebius
writes: “Luke, who was born at Antioch, and by profes-
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sion a physician, being for the most part connected with
Paul, and familiarly acquainted with the rest of the
apostles, has left us two important books.” Origen is
quoted by Eusebius as saying that Luke’s Gospel “was
written for converts from the Gentiles.” (4) Luke’s famil-
iarity with the church at Antioch is indicated by the
following scriptures: Acts 6:5, 11:19-27, 13:1-3, 14:26-28,
15:1-2, 15:30-40, 18: 22-23, etc.

94. Q. What was Luke by profession?

A. Luke was a physician.

Col. 4:14—“Luke, the beloved physician.” Some traits of
Luke’s profession are to be found in the frequency with
which he refers to the work of Christ and His Apostles as
the ministry of healing (Luke 4: 18, 4:23, 9:1-6, 10:9); and
in his occasional use of terms which a physician would be
most likely to employ (Luke 4:38, 5:12, 6:19, 22:44). It
has been suggested by some that Luke traveled with Paul
because the Apostle was frequently in need of medical
attendance (2 Cor. 12:7). This, however, is merely an
opinion, and one not necessarily derived from the scrip-
ture records.

95. Q. What do we learn from the New Testament wrilings

about Luke’s character and ability ?

A. We learn from the New Testament writings that
Luke was a man of refined character, of great cul-
ture, of broad sympathies, and of rare devotion.

“The surpassing beauty” of the third Gospel, writes Dr.
Charles R. Erdman, “betokens the personal attractiveness
of its author and the dignity and importance of its
theme. . . . The phrase which describes the writer as ‘the
physician, the beloved one,” is full of significance. It was
penned by Paul, when a prisoner in Rome, to his friends
in distant Colossae. It indicates that Luke was a man of
culture and scientific training, and that the charm of his
character was so conspicuous as to be recognized by the
Christian churches of Europe and Asia. . .. He was a man
of such modesty that he never mentioned his own name
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even when recording the stirring events in which he
played so prominent a part. Nevertheless he revealed
himself in every page of his writings and was evidently a
man of broad sympathies, an acute observer, a careful
historian, and a loyal friend” (Intro. to The Gospel of
Luke, p. 7). Luke’s rare devotion to his friends, and to the
cause for which he gave his life in service, is indicated by
the fact that he remained in constant attendance upon
Paul to the very end of the Apostle’s ministry. Cf. 2 Tim.
4:11—%only Luke is with me.”
96. Q. What do we learn from the New Testament writings

about Luke’s career?

A. We learn from the New Testament writings that
Luke was the evangelistic co-worker and traveling
companion of the Apostle Paul.

Note, in this connection, the many passages in Acts in
which Luke indicates his presence with Paul by using
the pronouns “we” and “us.” (See chs. 16, 20, 21, 27, 28).
It appears from these scriptures that Luke joined Paul, in
the course of the latter’s second evangelistic tour, at
Troas, a seacoast city of Asia Minor, whence they em-
barked on the memorable voyage across the Aegean Sea
that resulted in the establishing of Christianity on the
European continent. The two friends, accompanied by
Silas and Timothy, landed at Neapolis and thence jour-
neyed to Philippi, where their labors resulted in the
founding of a strong church (ch. 16). Then, while Paul,
accompanied by Silas and Timothy, continued his travels
through Macedonia and Greece, Luke remained behind,
possibly to nurture the new converts (ch. 17). Seven years
later, when Paul was on his third missionary tour, he
seems to have joined Luke at Philippi, and to have been
accompanied’ by him on his journey back to Jerusalem
(chs. 20, 21). When Paul was arrested and confined for
two years in prison at Caesarea, Luke continued as his
companion; and, when the Apostle was taken prisoner to
Rome, Luke accompanied him. They shared together the
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perils of that voyage and the shipwreck which occured
off the island of Melita (the ancient name for Malta),
and the subsequent imprisonment in the imperial city
(chs. 27, 28). It seems that Paul was later released from
prison and allowed to preach the Gospel in Rome, which
he did effectively, with the help of certain “fellow-
workers,” viz., Demas, Aristarchus, Mark, and Luke (Col
4:14, Philem. 23-24), Finally, the Apostle was imprisoned
a second time, and in the shadow of impending martyr-
dom he indited his valedictory epistle, the second epistle
addressed to Timothy, in terminating which the Apostle
said, after describing the apostasy of Demas, “Only Luke
is with me” (2 Tim, 4:11).
97. Q. From what sources did Luke obtain the information

which he recorded in his writings?

A, Luke himself testifies that the information which
he has recorded in his writings was obtained from
the most reliable sources,

(1) Luke 1:1-4, “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand
to draw up a narrative concerning those matters which
have been fulfilled among us, even as they delivered them
unto us, who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having
traced the course of all things accurately from the first,
to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus;
that thou mightest know the certainty concerning the
things wherein thou wast instructed.” Note well Luke’s
emphatic assertion here of his own reliability as a his-
torian of the things that Jesus did and taught (cf. Acts
1:1). (2) “While in Caesarea, Luke seems to have gath-
ered the material for his Gospel, and probably wrote it
there or soon after arriving in Rome. He had ample
leisure during the two years and more in Palestine to
make the extensive researches of which he speaks in Luke
1:1-4. In Rome, he was with Paul, and had his help also
in the Acts, and during much of the period covered by it
he had been with Paul. . . . Luke enjoys the unique
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distinction of being the first historian of the origins of
Christianity. He carried the Christian movement on in
his two volumes from the birth of John the Baptist to the
arrival of Paul in Rome, when the gospel had spread to
most of the Roman Empire. Luke is thus the great his-
torian who undertook such a task, and he is in many ways
the greatest of all ancient historians in his breadth of
view, his research, accuracy, versatility, and sympathy.
He was a man of literary taste, but of democratic in-
stincts, who understood women and children and the poor
and the outcast and the Gentiles, as well as Jews. He was
a cosmopolitan and a loyal Christian, a scientist who was
a devoted worshiper of Jesus as Lord and Savior. He ac-
cepted the miracles of Jesus; and narrated the Virgin
Birth of Christ, after prolonged investigation” (Dr. A. T.
Robertson, System Bible, p. 26). The assertion is often
found in the writings of the Biblical “critics” that Paul’s
alleged silence about the Virgin Birth is evidence that he
did not accept the belief. In answer, we say (1) that
Paul repeatedly affirms the pre-existence of Christ (Phil.
2:5-7, Col. 1:15-17, Rom. 11:36, 1 Cor. 8:6, Gal. 4:4, etc.),
and (2) that Luke, Paul’s traveling companion, is the
one who gives us the story of the Virgin Birth in all its
simplicity and beauty (Luke 1:26-38); hence, if Paul did
not believe that the Virgin Birth occurred as Luke gives
it, why in the name of reason did he not set Luke right
on the matter?

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
SIXTY

91. Who was Luke, the writer of the third Gospel narra-
tive?

92. What two books of the New Testament Canon were
written by Luke?

93. Of what nationality was Luke?

94, What was Luke by profession?
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95. What do we learn from the New Testament writings
about Luke’s character and ability?

96. What do we learn from the New Testament writings
about Luke’s career?

97. From what sources did Luke obtain the information
which he recorded in his writings?

Lesson Sixty-one

LUKE’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH (Concluded)

Scripture Reading: Luke 10:25-37, 15:11-32, 16:19-31.
Scriptures to Memorize: “But he charged them, and com-
manded them to tell this to no man; saying, The Son of
man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
the third day be raised up” (Luke 9:22). “For whosoever
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the
Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in his own glory,
and the glory of the Father, and of the holy angels”
(Luke 9:26), “And I say unto you, Everyone who shall
confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also
confess before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8). “For the
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was
lost.” (Luke 19:10)

98. Q. What are the outstanding characteristics of Luke’s
Gospel?

A, The outstanding characteristics of Luke’s Gospel
are: (1) its unusual literary beauty, (2) its absorb-
ing human interest, and (3) its universal outlook.

(1) Its unusual literary beauty. “It is plainly a product of
Greek culture. The divine Spirit chose and equipped a
rare instrument in the poetic and refined personality of
Luke and through him gave to the world that version of
the gospel story which is most exquisite in style and most
finished in form” (Erdman, ibid., p. 8). (2) Its absorbing
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human interest. “It is a story of real life; it is suffused
with emotion; it is full of gladness and sorrow, of songs
and of tears; it is vocal with praise and with prayer”
(Erdman). It is the Gospel of childhood, of womanhood,
and of the home, the Gospel of the poor and lowly; the
Gospel of sympathy, neighborliness and forgiveness. It is
the only one of the four Gospels in which are recorded
the matchless narratives of the Prodigal Son, the Good
Samaritan, and Lazarus and the Rich Man: three of the
most absorbing human interest stories in all the literature
of the world. (3) Its universal outlook. Not one trace can
be found in Luke’s Gospel of the religious prejudice, the
dogmatic legalism, or the narrow nationalism of the Jew-
ish people. It rises above all such trifles and boldly pro-
claims the universality of God’s love and of Christ’s
redemption. “Here no narrow prejudice divides race from
race: a despised Samaritan stands as the supreme ex-
ample of a neighbor, the angels sing of peace among men,
and the aged Simeon declares that Jesus is to be a ‘light
for revelation to the Gentiles’ as well as the glory of
Israel. Luke alone gives the data which link the sacred
story to the secular history of the world” (Erdman, ibid.,
p. 9).
99. Q. What is the general theme of Luke’s Gospel?

A. The general theme of Luke’s Gospel is: The Hu-

manity of Jesus.

Luke portrays Jesus as the Ideal Man, the Head of the
New Creation, and our Perfect Exemplar. In the person
and character of the Jesus whom he presents, all the
essential elements of perfect manhood—matchless cour-
age, tender sympathy, unwavering faith, and abiding
fellowship with God—are inherent. “The character of
Jesus is so subtle and complex as to defy exact analysis,
and yet it is evident that certain of its features, common
to all, are emphasized successively by each one of the
Gospel writers, Matthew depicts its majesty, Mark its
strength, and John its sublimity; but Luke reveals its
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beauty, and paints a picture of the Ideal Man, the Savior
of the world” (Erdman, ibid., p. 9).
100. Q. For whom was Luke’s Gogpel obviously written?

A. Luke’s Gospel was obviously written for the Gen-

tiles, and for the Greeks especially.

The Greeks were an esthetic people. Love of the beautiful
was the prime characteristic of their art, their literature,
their philosophy, in fact their very nature. Hence Luke
presents Jesus of Nazareth as The One Altogether
Lovely, the one Ideal Man in whom all goodness, truth
and beauty are perfectly and fully blended.
101. Q. What is Luke’s favorite expression ?

A. Luke’s favorite expression is: “Son of man.”
Luke 9:22—“The Son of man must suffer many things.”
Luke 12:8—“him shall the Son of man also confess before
the angels of God.” Luke 18:8—“when the Son of man
cometh,” etc. Luke 19:10—“The Son of man came to seek
and to save that which was lost.” Cf. Luke 6:22, 9:58,
17:22, 21: 36, 22: 48, etc.
102, Q. When was Luke’s Gospel probably written ?

A. Luke’s Gospel was probably written about A.D.

57-59.

As Luke, like both Matthew and Mark, treats of the
destruction of Jerusalem as an event yet in the future, it
follows that his Gospel must have been written prior to
A.D. 70. (See Luke, ch. 21). “Luke wrote his Gospel be-
fore he wrote the Acts, and after Mark wrote his Gospel.
The Acts was probably written in Rome before A.D. 64.
Hence, Luke’s Gospel must come in between A.D. 50 and
64.”

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
SIXTY-ONE

98. What are the outstanding characteristics of Luke’s
Gospel?
99. What is the general theme of Luke’s Gospel?
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100. For whom was Luke’s Gospel obviously written?
101. What is Luke’s favorite expression?
102. When was Luke’s Gospel probably written?

Lesson Sixty-two

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH

Scripture Reading: Matt., 4:21-22, Mark 1:19-20, Luke
5:1-11, John 21:20-25,

Scriptures to Memorize: “And on going from thence he
saw two other brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets; and he called them. And they
straightway left the boat and their father, and followed
him” (Matt. 4:21-22).

103. Q. Who was John, the writer of the fourth Gospel
Narrative?

A. John, the writer of the fourth Gospel Narrative,
was one of the original group of Twelve Apostles.

See Matt. 10: 2-4, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6: 12-16.

104. Q. How many books of the New Testament Canon
were written by the Apostle John, and what are
they?

A. The Apostle John wrote five books of the New
Testament Canon, viz., the fourth Gospel, three
Epistles (1 John, 2 John, 3 John), and the Revela-
tion.

105. Q. Of what nationality was the Aposile John?

A. The Apostle John was a Jew.

John and his brother James were the sons of a certain

Zebedee, Matt, 10:2—“James the son of Zebedee, and

John his brother,” Matt. 20: 20—“Then came to him the

mother of the sons of Zebedee with her two sons,” etc.

There are three men by the name of John frequently

mentioned in the New Testament writings: (1) John, the

son of Zacharias and Elisabeth (Luke 1:6-23, 57-80), who,
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when he began preaching the approach of the Kingdom,
and baptizing converts in the Jordan River, came to be
known as John the Baptizer (Matt. 3). (2) John Mark,
the son of a certain Mary at whose house in Jerusalem
the disciples met from time to time (Acts 12:12). This
was the John Mark who traveled extensively with Barna-
bas, Paul and Peter, and who wrote the second Gospel.
(8) John the Apostle, brother of James and son of Ze-
bedee, the intimate friend of Jesus, and the writer of the
fourth Gospel. This is the John whom we are studying in
this lesson.
106. Q. What occupation did John follow, prior to his call
to the apostleship?
A. John was a fisherman, prior to his call to the
aposileship.
Zebedee and his two sons were all three fishermen on the
Lake of Galilee. See Matt. 4:21-22, Mark 1:19-20, Luke
5:1-11.
107. Q. Where in the apostolic writings do we find the
account of John’s call to the apostleship?
A. We find the account of John’s call to the apostle-
ship in Matt. 4:21.22, in Mark 1:19-20, and in
Luke 5:1-11. '
Matt. 4:21-22—“And on going from thence he saw two
other brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets; and he called them. And they straightway left
the boat and their father, and followed him.” Cf. Mark
1:19-20, Luke 5:1-11. According to Luke’s testimony,
Zebedee and his two sons were in partnership with Simon
Peter in the fishing industry. It is obvious from these ac-
counts that James and John were quite young men when
they received their call to the apostleship.
108. Q. By what pariicular designation does John fre-
quently allude to himself in his own writings?
A. John frequently alludes to himself in his own
writings as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”
(1) John 18:23—“There was at the table reclining in
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Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples whom Jesus loved.”
John 19:26—*“when Jesus therefore saw his mother, and
the disciple standing by whom he loved,” etc. John 20:2
—“She runneth therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter,
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved,” etc. John
21:7-—“That disciple therefore whom ‘Jesus loved saith
unto Peter,” etc. (2) John 21:20-23, “Peter, turning about
seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; who also
leaned back on his breast at the supper, and said, Lord,
who is he that betrayeth thee? Peter therefore seeing him
saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus
saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is
that to thee? follow thou me. This saying therefore went
forth among the brethren, that that disciple should not
die; yet Jesus said not unto him, that he should not die;
but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to
thee?” That John thus alludes to himself, is obvious from
the connection between the above verses, and v. 24, which
follows: “This is the disciple that beareth witness of these
things, and wrote these things: and we know that his wit-
ness is true.” That is, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,”
and of whom Jesus said, “If I will that he tarry till I
come,” etc., is, “the disciple that beareth witness of these
things” (the things written in his, the fourth Gospel).
Jesus’ promise that John should tarry till He came, was
evidently fulfilled when Jesus in His capacity of The
Living One and the Sovereign of all things (Rev. 1:9-20),
appeared to John on the isle of Patmos and communicated
to him the series of visions recorded in the book of Reve-
lation. (3) It will be noted, therefore, that John, with the
becoming modesty that forbade his mentioning his own
name outright, thus, in alluding to himself as “the disciple
whom Jesus loved,” testifies to his own loving intimacy
with the Master throughout the period of their earthly
labors.

109. Q. With what special group of the Apostles was John
identified?
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A. John was one of the apostolic irio commonly
designated as the “inner circle.”

This “inner circle” consisted of Simon Peter and the two
brothers, James and John. These three were specially
privileged to have been eyewitnesses of the most sublime
incidents in the life of Jesus: (1) His Transfiguration
(Matt. 17:1-13, 2 Pet. 1:16-18) ; (2) His raising of Jairus’s
daughter (Mark 5:35-43, Luke 8:49-56); and (3) His
suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36-46,
Mark 14: 32-42).

110. Q. What special designation did Jesus Himself give to
James and John?
A. He gave them ihe designation “Boanerges,” which
means “Sons of Thunder.”

Mark 3:17—“and James the son of Zebedee, and John the
brother of James . .. them he surnamed Boanerges, which
is, Sons of thunder.” This designation was obviously
bestowed upon them in allusion to their fieriness of tem-
perament and intensity of zeal. We see these traits exem-
plified. in John: (a) in his confession of having forbidden
a man to cast out demons in the name of Christ because
the man followed not with the Apostles (Mark 9:38-40);
(b) in his joining with James in demanding that Jesus
call down fire from heaven upon the natives of a certain
Samaritan village in retaliation for their refusual to extend
hospitality to Jesus and His companions (Luke 9:51-56).
Yet the Apostle John, despite his fieriness and intensity,
lived to become known throughout all ages as the “Apos-
tle of love.” Cf. John 3:16; 1 John 3:13-24, 4:7-21, etc.

111. Q. What additional facts are given us in the New Tes-
tament writings about the Apostle John?
A, The additional facts given us in the New Testament
writings about the Apostle John are as follows

1. That he reclined upon the bosom of Jesus, on the
occasion of the Last Supper (John 13:23-25). 2. That, on
the occasion of the betrayal, he, with Peter, followed
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Jesus, while the other Apostles sought safety in flight
(Mark 14:50, John 18:15). 3. That he went on with Jesus
into the council-chamber of the high priest, while Peter
remained outside (John 18:15-27). 4. That he alone of
the Twelve remained with Jesus until the latter had ex-
pired on the Cross (John 19:26-37). 5. That before Jesus
yielded up His life, He committed unto John the safe-
keeping of Mary His mother (John 19:25-27; cf. Acts
1:14). 6. That he was one of the first to investigate the
empty tomb and to believe that Jesus had risen (John
20:1-10). 7. That he shared with the other Apostles the
stirring experiences of the fifty days that followed (Acts
1:1-14, 2:1-4). 8. That he figured prominently in the his-
tory of the beginnings of Christianity, as related in the
first eight chapters of the book of Acts (Acts 3:1, 3:11,
4:13, 8:14, 12:2, etc.).

A. We are reliably informed that John spent the last
years of his life at Ephesus where he labored long
and diligently in the Gospel.

Well-authenticated tradition supplies the information that
John outlived the rest of the Apostles by a considerable
number of years (cf. John 21:21-23) ; that he lived in fact
to the end of the first century; that he spent the closing
period of his life at Ephesus, where he labored long and
faithfully; that he was at last exiled to Patmos, where he
was allowed to see Christ’s glory in heaven (Rev. 1:9-20),
and to receive the visions which he recorded in the book
of Revelation; and that finally, at an extreme age, he died
the death of a martyr.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
SIXTY-TWO

103. Who was John, the writer of the fourth Gospel Nar-
rative?

104. How many books of the New Testament Canon were
written by the Apostle John, and what are they?

105. Of what nationality was the Apostle John?
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106, What occupation did John follow, prior to his call to
the apostleship?

107. Where in the apostolic writings do we find the ac-
count of John’s call to the apostleship?

108. By what particular designation does John frequently
allude to himself in his own writings?

109. With what special group of the Apostles was John
identified?

110. What special designation did Jesus Himself give to
James and John?

111. What additional facts are given us in the New Testa-
ment writings about the Apostle John?

112. What additional information do we have regarding
the last years of John’s life and ministry?

Lesson Sixty-three

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH (Concluded)

Scripture Reading: John 1:1-18; 1 John 1:1-4,

Scriptures to Memorize: “This is the disciple that beareth
witness of these things, and wrote these things: and we
know that his witness is true” (John 21:24). “That which
was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that
which we have seen with our eyes, that which we beheld,
and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life (and
the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear wit-
ness, and declare unto you the life, the eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us); that
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also,
that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ: and these things we write, that our joy may be
made full” (1 John 1:1-4).

113. Q. What do we learn about John from his own writ-
ings?
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A. We learn from John’s writings that he was by tem-

perament a mystic.
(1) By a mystic is meant a person capable of discerning
through meditation and submission deep spiritual truths
and of rightly interpreting profound spiritual experiences.
That this trait was inherent in John is obvious from his
writings, and the possession of it may have been the prime
reason why he was divinely called to the apostleship. (2)
This faculty was no doubt intensified, too, by his intimate
association with Jesus. It enabled him at all times to cor-
rectly interpret the Master’s inmost thoughts (cf. John
1:50-51; 2:11, 17, 22; 4:13-14; 6:5-6; 6:51; 7:37-39, etc.).
(3) It was this faculty, too, which made John the out-
standing interpreter of the mysteries of our faith (cf.
Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:4, 6:19; Col. 2:2; 1 Tim. 3:9). “He
rivals, even surpasses some would say, Paul as the great-
est interpreter of Christ. His Gospel is the greatest book
of all time in its profundity and spiritual elevation” (A. T.
Robertson, System Bible, Historical Digest, p. 24).
114. Q. What does John himself say with regard to the

trustworthiness of his own writings?

A. He expressly declares that his testimony is that of

an eyewitness and therefore trustworthy.
1 John 1:1-4, “That which was from the beginning, that
which we have heard, that which we have seen with our
own eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands handled,
concerning the Word of life (and the life was manifested,
and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you
the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto us); that which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you also,” etc. John 21:24—“This
is the disciple that beareth witness of these things, and
wrote these things; and we know that his witness is true.”
Rev. 1:2—%his servant John, who bare witness of the
word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, even
of all things that he saw” (this last scripture alludes of
course to what is written in the book of Revelation). Thus
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John leaves us with no uncertainty as to his trustworthi-
ness as a withess of Jesus Christ.
115. Q. What is the general theme of John’s Gospel?

A. The general theme of John’s Gospel is: The Deity

of Jesus.

John portrays the God side of the Person known histor-
ically as Jesus of Nazareth (in striking contrast, by the
way, with Luke’s portrayal of His human side). John
pictures Jesus as a Person infinitely more and greater
than an ordinary human being. He discloses the identity
of the Person known historically as Jesus of Nazareth,
and describes His person and work, under such meaning-
ful designations as the following: (1) The Word of God,
who was before all things and through whom all things
were created; The Word who became flesh and dwelt
among us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth (John 1:1-
14). (2) The Only Begotten from the Father, full of grace
and truth (John 1:18). (8) The Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world (John 1:29, 36). (4) The Only
Begotten Son of God (John 1:18, 3:16). (5) The Foun-
tain of Living Water (John 4:13-14). (8) The Bread of
Life which came down out of heaven (John 6:51). (7)
The Light of the World (John 8:12), the true Light
which lighteth every man (John 1:9). (8) The I am
(John 8:58-59; cf. Exo. 3:14). (9) The Good Shepherd
who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:7-16). (10)
The Resurrection and The Life (John 11:25-26). (11) The
Way, The Truth, and The Life (John 14:6). (12) The
True Vine (John 15:1-7). (18) The Christ, The Son of
God (John 20:30-31; cf. Matt. 16:16). Note also the fol-
lowing names as used by John, in the book of Revelation,
to describe the glory of Christ in Heaven: (1) Jesus
Christ . . . The Faithful Witness, The Firstborn of the
Dead, and The Ruler of the Kings of the Earth (Rev.
1:5). (2) The Alpha and the Omega, saith The Lord God
... The Almighty (Rev. 1:8). (3) The First and the
Last ... The Living One (Rev. 1:17-18). (4) Holy, Holy,
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Holy . .. The Lord God, The Almighty (Rev. 4:8). (5)
The Lion that is of the Tribe of Judah, The Root of
David (Rev. 5:5). (6) The Word of God (Rev. 19:13).
(7) King of kings, and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16). (8)
The Root and The Offspring of David; The Bright, The
Morning Star (Rev. 22:16). It is impossible for the hu-
man intellect to grasp the full significance and sublimity
of these Names. Suffice it to say that John, in all his
writings, portrays the Person known historically as Jesus
of Nazareth, in terms of Incarnate Deity.

116. Q. What are the outstanding characteristics of John’s

Gospel?

A. The outstanding characteristics of John’s Gospel
are: (1) its eternal outlook, (2) its spiritual ele-
vation, (3) its profundity, and (4) its sublimity.

(1) Its eternal outlook. John presents the Person whom
we know as Jesus, not with special reference to the past
(as Matthew), nor with special reference to the present
(as Mark), nor yet with special reference to the future (as
Luke); but with general reference to eternity, which in-
cludes all past and present and future. He pictures the
Redeemer as T'he Word who was with God from eternity,
who became incarnate for a time, and who, no matter
what His state may be, is always “in the bosom of the
Father” (John 1:18). John is the only New Testament
writer who has preserved for us the words of the Interces-
sory Prayer, in which Jesus said: “Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was” (John 17:5). In brief, John pre-
sents Jesus in His eternal and pre-existent and spiritual
relations with God and the universe. (2) It¢s spiritual
elevation. Whereas Matthew, Mark and Luke have much
to say about what Jesus did, where He went, and how He
acted, John puts the emphasis almost entirely on His
spiritual teaching. John gives us Jesus’ own definition of
God and of true worship (John 4:24); His sublimely
spiritual Farewell Discourses in the upper room, including
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His teaching with regard to the advent and work of the
Holy Spirit (chs. 14-17); His discourses on such subjects
as The Bread of Life (ch. 6), The Light of the World (ch.
8), The True Children of Abraham (ch. 8), The Shepherd
and the Sheepfold (ch. 10), The Vine and the Branches
(ch. 15), ete. His is ‘the spiritual Gospel, abounding in
symbolism,” replete with references to the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, and stern in its condemnation of those who reject
Jesus as the Divine-human Redeemer and the Only Be-
gotten Son of God. (3) Its profundity. While Matthew,
Mark, and Luke exhibit the teaching of Jesus as simple,
and for the most part moral, illustrated by frequent par-
ables and narratives; John exhibits it as doctrinal and
spiritual, and for the most part without illustration except
by an occasional metaphor. The depth of these metaphors,
however, cannot be plumbed by the human intelligence.
In the teaching of Jesus as recorded by John, the most
commonplace things, such as bread, light, a vine and its
branches, a shepherd and his flock, etc. are used to illus-
trate and enforce the most profound spiritual truths. (4)
Its sublimity. Whereas the Gospel by Matthew is essen-
tially historical, and that by Mark eminently practical, and
that by Luke exquisitely beautiful; it is universally con-
ceded that John’s Gospel is ineffably sublime. As the
Gospels surpass all other books, so the first three Gospels
are surpassed by John’s Gospel. It has been rightly called
“the most influential book in all literature” and “the
greatest book of all time in its profundity and spiritual
elevation.”

117. Q. For what purpose was John’s Gospel obviously

wrilten ?

A. John’s Gospel was obviously wrillen to present
and to preserve the true doctrine of The Person
of Jesus Christ.

(1) That this is the design of John’s Gospel is clearly
indicated in the prologue (John 1:1-18), in which the One
whom we know historically as Jesus is set forth as a pre-




82 Survey Course in Christian Doctrine

existent and divine Person. The Word of God, the Creator
of the universe, the eternal Interpreter of the nature of
God, and the Fountain of light and life. The Word, as the
prologue reads, became flesh and dwelt among us (in the
Person of Jesus of Nazareth of course, who, in conse-
quence of this mystery of Incarnation, is the only be-
gotten Son of God); and we beheld his glory, glory as of
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
The Apostle then, throughout the book, unfolds the Min-
istry of Jesus as that of the Incarnate Son and His
Heavenly Father to mankind. (2) The Apostle’s design
in giving this presentation of Jesus to the world was
obviously to set forth the true doctrine of the Person of
Christ (as preached by all of the Apostles), as the Divine-
human Redeemer, The Christ the Son of the Living God
(cf. Matt. 16:16), and to refute all heresies which seek to
reduce Him to the level of an ordinary human being; also
to establish the truth once for all time that the Christian
religion is infinitely more than a system of law, ethics,
sociology, or philosophy, that it is in fact The Way and
The Truth and The Life (John 14:6). (3) This design is
expressly confirmed by the Apostle toward the close of
His Testimony. “Many other signs therefore did Jesus in
the presence of his disciples,” he says, “which are not
written in this book; but these are written, that ye may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).
Language could not be more explicit.
118. Q. For whom was John’s Gospel obviously written?
A. John’s Gospel was obviously written for all subse-
quent ages, and especially for the visible Church.
This we conclude from its nature and design. It was
written evidently to provide the visible Church in all ages
with a testimony sufficient to oppose and refute all
heresies respecting the identity, person and work of the
Redeemer; and to supply orthodox Christianity with a
means of defense against unbelief in all its forms. Tradi-
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tion has it that John wrote his Gospel at the request of
his fellow disciples and elders of the church at Ephesus.
119. Q. What are John’s favorite terms?

A. John’s favorite terms are: “Son of God,” “light,”

“life,” and ““love.”

(These terms occur so frequently in John’s writings that
we need not take the space here to give the numerous
Scripture references).
120. Q. When was John’s Gospel probably written?

A. John’s Gospel was probably written from Ephesus

about A.D. 90, or earlier.

By this time Christianity had come into conflict with cer-
tain cults and heresies which threatened the purity of the
Gospel: (1) the Nazarenes, who accepted Christ’s super-
natural birth but denied His pre-existence; (2) the
Ebionites, who denied outright the reality of Christ’s
divine nature and held Him to have been merely man;
(8) Docetic Gnosticism, which denied the reality of
Christ’s human body, and held Him to have been an
“eon,” or sort of angelic spirit between God and man; and
(4) Cerinthian Gnosticism, which assumed a distinction
between the human Jesus (purely human) and the “eon”
Christ, which was assumed to have come upon Him at His
baptism and to have left Him at the Cross. John evidently
wrote his Gospel in refutation of these heresies, and to
present the true doctrine of the Person of Christ (i.e., as
the God-Man, the Divine-human Redeemer). The same
general design is manifest in his Epistles. Cf. 1 John 2:22,
23—“Who is the liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the
Christ? This is the antichrist, even he that denieth the
Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same
hath not the Father; he that confesseth the Son hath the
Father also.” 1 John 4:2, 3—“Hereby know ye the Spirit
of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh is of God; and every spirit that confess-
eth not Jesus is not of God,” etc. Cf. also 1 John 1:5-10,
2:4,2:18-29, 5:1-17; 2 John 9; 3 John 9-12, etc.
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REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
SIXTY-THREE

What do we learn about John from his own writings?
What does John himself say with regard to the trust-
worthiness of his own writings?

What is the general theme of John’s Gospel?

What are the outstanding characteristics of John’s
Gospel?

For what purpose was John’s Gospel obviously
written?

For whom was John’s Gospel obviously written?
What are John’s favorite terms?

When was John’s Gospel probably written?
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The Fourfold Gospel Testimony: A Review

Lesson Sixty-four
THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL TESTIMONY:

A REVIEW

80-31, 21: 24-25).

.
.

(Scripture Reading: John 20
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Lesson Sixty-five

PETER’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:22-36, 10: 34-43.

Scriptures to Memorize: “Ye men of Israel, hear these
you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto
did by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves
know; him, being delivered up by the determinate coun-
sel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the hand of lawless
men did crucify and slay: whom God raised up, having
loosed the pangs of death: because it was not possible
that he should be holden of it” (Acts 2:22-24).

121. Q. Who was Peter?

A. Peter was one of the original group of the Twelve
Apostles,

See Matt. 10:2-4, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6:12-16, Perhaps
we should add that Peter was more than just one of the
Twelve Apostles: he was by temperament a leader of
the entire group. Though not possessing authority above
the rest, yet he was always in the forefront of things.
Consequently we find him taking a prominent role in the
story of the historic origins of Christianity.
122, Q. Of what nationality was Peter?

A. Peter was a Jew.
He was the son of a certain Joanes (called in Matt. 16: 17,
Jonah; cf. John 1:42, 21:15-17). His original name was
Simon, but Jesus Himself conferred upon him the name
of Cephas, “which is by interpretation, Peter” (John
1:42; cf. 1 Cor. 1:12), (Peter is, in the original, Petros,
meaning Rock or Stone). Hence his full name is usually
given as Simon Peter.

123. Q. What was Peter’s occupation prior to his call to
the apostleship?
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A. Peter was a fisherman, prior to his call 1o the apos-
tleship.

Simon Peter, and Andrew his brother, were both fisher-

men, See Matt. 4:18-20, Mark 1:16-18. According to the

account in Luke 5:1-11, Peter and Andrew were in part-

nership with Zebedee and his two sons, James and John,

in the fishing industry on the Lake of Galilee.

124. Q. Where in the apostolic writings do we find the ac-
count of Peter’s call to the apostleship ?

A. We find the account of Peter’s call to the apostle-
ship in Matt. 4:18-20, in Mark 1:16-18, and in
Luke 5:1-11.

Matt, 4:18-20, “And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw
two brethren, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishers.
And he saith unto them, Come ye after me, and I will
make you fishers of men. And they straightway left the
nets, and followed him.” It is apparent from the account
in John 1:35-42, that Peter and Andrew, and James and
John, were all four originally John the Baptizer’s con-
verts; and that they all became disciples of Jesus im-
mediately after His baptism by John in the Jordan River
(cf. Acts 1:21-22). It was probably not long afterward
that Jesus encountered the four men plying their trade
on the Lake of Galilee and called them to the apostleship.
Cf. Mark 1:16-17, and Luke 5:1-11,

125. Q. What do we learn from the Gospel Narratives

about Peter’s temperament and character ?

A. We learn that Peter was at first a very impulsive
and weak man, but one who grew throughout the
three years of his personal association with Jesus,
intlo a veritable “rock.”

There is a human and appealing touch about this man
Simon from the start. He is pictured in the Gospels as a
man of volatile temperament, hasty in speech, impulsive
in action; yet withal very human, very lovable, and in-
tensely loyal at heart. It is apparent from the accounts
given, that Jesus was attracted to Simon Peter from the
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moment of their first meeting. The Master of men saw
the possibilities in this man, and predicted that he would
become a “rock” (John 1:42); and from that moment
His confidence in Peter’s ultimate attainments never
wavered. Nor did it turn out that this confiderice was mis-
placed. Jesus no doubt found it trying at times, this task
of making a “rock of Peter, who was more like shifting
sand by nature; but sand, we should remember, is the
stuff of which granite is made. And, though Peter often
acted foolishly, on the impulse of the moment, and thus
made it necessary for Jesus to rebuke him, at times scath-
ingly, yet he invariably profited from the chastening; and
over the three years of personal association with the Mas-
ter, this peasant fisherman grew in grace and knowledge
and strength, into the veritable ‘rock’ that his name
suggests.” For sidelights on Peter’s character, see the
following scriptures: Matt. 14:27-32, 16:21-24, 18:21-22,
26:31-35, 26:36-41; Luke 9:28-36, 22:54-62; John 13:1-17,
13:36-38, 18:10-12; Acts 5:26-32, 10:9-16, 10:34-38; Acts
11:1-18, 15:6-11; Gal. 2:11-16, 2 Pet. 3: 14-18, etc.
126. Q. What are the most important facts related in the
New Testament writings about the Apostle Peter?
A, The most important facts related in the New Testa-
ment writings ahout the Apostle Peter are as fol-
lows: ’
1. That he was the first to voice the Christian Confession
of Faith (Matt. 16:15-16); in consequence of which, Jesus
then and there bestowed upon him His personal blessing,
and also the special privilege of stating the terms of
pardon under the new covenant and opening the door of
the church to receive the first converts to the Christian
faith (Matt. 16:17-19). 2. That he was one of the “inner
circle” of Apostles, and consequently was privileged to
be an eyewitness of Christ’s Transfiguration and of His
suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 17:1-9,
Mark 14:32-42). 8. That, when Jesus was on trial before
Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest, Peter lingered outside
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the council-chamber; and on being accused by those pres-
ent of having been with Jesus, he denied the Master
three times in succession (John 18:15-27); and that after-
ward he repented bitterly and was forgiven (Luke 22:54-
62). 4. That he and John were among the first, on the
Resurrection morning, to hear about and to investigate
the empty tomb (Luke 24:12, John 20:1-10). 5. That
Christ appeared to Peter personally, after His resurrec-
tion from the dead (Luke 24:34, 1 Cor. 15:5). 6. That he
shared with the Apostles, as their leader in most in-
stances, the stirring scenes of the fifty days that followed
(Matt, 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:13-53; John
20:19-29, 21:1-23; Acts 1:1-26, 2:1-4). 7. That on the day
of Pentecost, in Jerusalem, he served as the mouthpiece
of the Holy Spirit (the other Apostles were also preach-
ing) in presenting the first Gospel sermon ever heard on
earth, and opened the door of the church to receive the
first Jewish converts to the Christian faith (Acts 2:14-
40). 8. That some ten years later, at Caesarea, he again
acted as the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit in preach-
ing the first Gospel sermon ever addressed to Gentiles,
and opened the door of the church to receive the first
Gentile converts to Christianity (Acts 10:1-48, 11:1-18,
15:1-11). 9, That he figured prominently in the history of
the origins of Christianity, in Jerusalem, and throughout
all Judea and Samaria, as related in the opening chapters
of the book of Acts (chs. 1-12). It has been rightly said,
in fact, that Acts of Apostles might have been as appropri-
ately named “Acts of Peter and Paul.” 10. That he labored
long and diligently in the Gospel, traveling extensively
throughout the then known world, visiting the churches
and confirming them in the most holy faith (cf. 1 Cor.
1:12). Peter was the outstanding leader among the Jew-
ish Christians of his day, as Paul was among the Gentile
Christians. Unconfirmed tradition has it that he finally
suffered martyrdom in Rome, in the reign of Nero (cf. 1
Pet, 4:12, 5:13).
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Q. What two books of the New Testament Canon were
written by Peter?

A. The two Epistles which bear his name: 1 Peter,
and 2 Peter.

REVIEW EXAMINATION OVER LESSON
SIXTY-FIVE

Who was Peter?

Of what nationality was Peter?

What was Peter’s occupation prior to his call to the
apostleship?

Where in the apostolic writings do we find the ac-
count of Peter’s call to the apostleship?

What do we learn from the Gospel Narratives about
Peter’s temperament and character?

What are the most important facts related in the
New Testament writings about the Apostle Peter?
What two books of the New Testament Canon were
written by Peter?
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Lesson Sixty-six

PETER’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
OF NAZARETH (Coneluded)

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:22-36, 10: 34-43.

Scriptures to Memorize: “This Jesus did God raise up,
whereof we all are witnesses. Being therefore by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth this,
which ye see and hear. For David ascended not into the
heavens: but he sayeth himself, the Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Till I make thine en-
emies the footstool of thy feet. Let all the house of Israel
therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified” (Acts
2:32-36).

1. Q. Where especially, in the New Testament writings, do
we find Peter’s testimony respecting Jesus of Naza-
reth?

A. We find Peter’s testimony respeciing Jesus of Naza-
reth, especially in the first. Gospel sermon addressed
to Jews, and in the first Gospel sermon addressed to
Gentiles; both of which are recorded by Luke in the
book of Acts.

2. Q. What was the first Gospel sermon addressed to Jews?

A. It was the sermon delivered by the Aposile Peter, to
a great multitude of Jews, in Jerusalem, on the day
of Pentecost, A.D. 30,

(1) This sermon is recorded by Luke, in Acts 2: 14-40. (2)

It was not only the first Gospel sermon ever addressed to

Jews—it was the first Gospel sermon ever preached to

men, and it resulted in the conversion of some three thou-

sand souls (Acts 2:37-42). (3) Moreover, it was not

Peter’s sermon, literally speaking, except in the sense that

Peter was the human instrumentality through whom it

was delivered. It was, rather, a sermon of the Holy Spirit,

delivered through the Apostle Peter; for, as the scriptures
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expressly assert, all the Apostles were “filled with the Holy
Spirit” on that memorable occasion, and “spoke as the
Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). Cf. the words of
Jesus in John 15:26, 27, “But when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall bear witness of me; and ye also bear witness, be-
cause ye have been with me from the beginning.” The
witness of the Apostles is, therefore, the witness of the
Holy Spirit.

3. Q. In what form did the Apostle Peter present the essen-
tial facts about Jesus, in the first Gospel sermon ad-
dressed to Jews?

A. In the following form: 1. that Jesus lived; 2. that
Jesus died; 3. that God raised Him from the dead;
4. that God made Him both Lord and Christ.

(1) That Jesus lived. Acts 2:22—“Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved of God unto you by mighty works and
wonders and signs which God did by him in the midst of
you, even as ye yourselves know.” (2) That Jesus died.
Acts 2:23—“him, being delivered up by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the hand o