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PREFACE

I promised J. W. Shepherd and others to assist in preparing
a complete commentary on the whole New Testament scrip-
tures, being assigned the books of Mark and John. Since that
time many untoward events have transpired to delay the ful-
fillment of the promise. Among the chief of these has been
the lack of adequate leisure to bestow upon such an important
task. But, I am thankful to say, through the providence of
God, I have been enabled to bring the work to a close.

In this as in the former volume, I have been handicapped in
introducing subject matter and carrying it to the limit of
thought for the reason space in the printed volumes was lim-
ited. For this reason much I had hoped to include in these
volumes has been omitted.

I have labored to stay free from the influence of particular
scholastic tenets so as to meet the wants of those who desire
to know the simple truth as it is in Christ Jesus, without hav-
ing it formulated in the schools, or modified by special the-
ories of religion. Most of the commentaries examined in con-
nection with this work were written, it seems, to defend some
particular religious theory or theories to which the authors
held rather than to bring out the plain truths Jesus had ex-
pressed. The result has been that in many places their works
are a complete perversion of the truth and not an exhibition of
it. From these writers I could derive no benefit except where
their cherished doctrine was out of sight.

The work which I now send forth is an effort to supply, so
far as the ability is possessed, the deficiency here complained
of. I only wish I were able to feel that it is successful. But,
since all present-day writers are human, and carry with them
more or less the weakness of humanity, I fear, however, that
the reader may find himself compelled to see in me the same
fault which I have with constant reluctance seen in others.
Still I am not without hope that this may not prove true for
the reason that my sole aim has been to ascertain the exact
sense of the scripture and to express it in terse, clear English
so that the unlearned may comprehend the exact truths.
How far this has been accomplished I shall not venture to
say. Of what I have aimed to do, I feel that I am a competent
judge, but of what I have actually done, I may be a poor one.
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I hope the reader will observe that I have never at any time
seemed to think whether my expositions were favoring any
ism. And this is strictly true. I have been concerned solely
with the sense of the scriptures, and neither the sense nor
nonsense of others, for the reason that we are made free by
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. I could not feel safe in any
other course.

In this volume the additional notes of the editor, added to
those of David Lipscomb, are distinguished from his by being
enclosed in brackets, thus []. Those not thus enclosed are
the writings of David Lipscomb left by him in the care of J.
W. Shepherd in the form of a commentary with the request
that Mr. Shepherd add to and publish them in book form.
Mr. Shepherd asked me and others to aid in this work. In ad-
dition to the above-mentioned notes of Mr. Lipscomb, I have
included with them his comments on the Sunday Bible lessons
found in the annuals as well as gleanings from his pen in the
Gospel Advocate.

The American Revised Version has been used throughout
this volume, both in the text and references to other parts of the
Bible.

It remains to add only a few more items before closing this
preface. The first of these is to acknowledge the valuable as-
sistance rendered me by that godly servant of our Lord and
painstaking man in all his work, J. W. Shepherd. While his
head is white and his body is bending under the pressure of
years and his natural strength abating, he has lost none of his
ambition to render assistance to all who come his way.

It is again appropriate to extend to Mrs. Sarah Deen my
sincere thanks and appreciation for the valuable services she
has rendered in typing the manuscript and preparing it for the
printer. In this, she has done her work well.

I submit this volume to the public with the prayer that it
may be blessed as a means of leading men to “believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing ye may
have life in his name,” and that it may strengthen and in-
crease the faith of those who already believe.

C. E. W. DORRIS.
Nashville, Tennessee, December 28, 1938.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO JOHN

I. THE WRITER

John was one of the twelve apostles chosen by the Lord.
He was the son of Zebedee, a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee,
who was prosperous enough to employ hired servants (Mark
1: 20), and was himself carrying on business with his brother
James and Simon Peter as partners. He and his brother
James worked with their father as fishermen until called by
the Lord to follow him. Their mother’s name was Salome
(Matt. 27: 56; Mark 15: 40), who was probably a sister of
Mary, the mother of Jesus (compare John 19: 25 with above
passages). If this be true then John and Jesus were cousins.
He was first a disciple of John the Baptist, followed Jesus at a
hint from the former (John 1: 35-40), and he and Andrew
were the first of the apostles to have an interview with Jesus.
Subsequently he was one of the first four who were definitely
called to the apostleship. (Matt. 4: 18-24; Mark 1: 16-20;
Luke 5: 10, 11.) Peter, James, and John seem to have been
nearer to the Savior than the other apostles. They are men-
tioned as being with him on occasions of note. John, from the
order of their names and from his living later than the other
disciples, is supposed to have been the younger of the two
brothers, and the youngest of the apostles. He and James
were called Boanerges (sons of thunder). He was distin-
guished as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 13: 23; 19:
26; 21: 7, 20), notwithstanding which his impetuous disposition
elicited rebuke from Jesus more than once (Luke 9: 49, 54,
55), and a request for high place in the kingdom excited the
anger of the other apostles and was repelled by Jesus (Mark
10: 35-41).

It is supposed that it was John who leaned on the bosom of
Jesus at the supper. Jesus honored him while on the cross by
giving him the care of his mother. (John 19: 25-27.) John is
generally regarded as gentle and effeminate in character. The
facts concerning him in the scriptures do not bear this out.
He and James, when the Samaritan village refused to receive
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them, besought the Master to call down fire. Jesus reproved
them, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” (Luke
9: 55.) He stood nearest Jesus through his trials, was the
first of the apostles to reach his tomb after his resurrection;
and while he insisted much on love, and is called the apostle
of love, no apostle has so emphasized the necessity of faithful
and implicit obedience to God. He makes love the spirit of
obedience and obedience the test of love. “If ye love me, ye
will keep my commandments.” “If a man love me, he will
keep my word.” “For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments.” (1 John 5: 3.) While insisting more
than all on love as the essential spirit of service, he rejects all
feeling or emotion or sentiment that does not lead to reveren-
tial and faithful obedience to the commands of God as love.
John lived to a later date than any of the apostles and was
foremost and active in all their works down to the end of his
life. In addition to writing the fourth book of the gospel, he
wrote first, second, and third epistles of John and also Revela-
tion. He was a Jew. There can be no doubt that John re-
moved from Jerusalem and settled at Ephesus, though at what
time is uncertain. Tradition goes on to relate that in the per-
secution under Domitian he is taken to Rome, and there by
his boldness, though not by death, gains the crown of martyr-
dom. The boiling oil into which he is thrown has no power to
hurt him. He is then sent to labor in mines, and Patmos is
the place of his exile. The accession of Nerva frees him from
danger and he returns to Ephesus. Heresies continue to show
themselves, but he meets them with the strongest possible
protest. The very time of his death lies within the region of
conjecture rather than of history, and the dates that have been
assigned for it range from A.D. 89 to A.D. 120. It is said that
he died in Ephesus and was buried there. He is the only one
of the apostles who died a natural death. The others died
martyrs.

I1. SOURCE OF INFORMATION AND ITS TRUTHFULNESS

.The author of the gospel by John declares himself an eye-
witness of the transactions recorded by him. (John 19: 35; 21:
24.) In his first epistle of John (1: 1-3; 4: 14) he again af-
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firms that he was an eyewitness of the things done and taught
by Jesus Christ. He was one of the first disciples called by
our Lord and Master, and later, after he had developed suffi-
ciently, the Lord called him to be an apostle. As a student he
sat at his Master’s feet for about three and a half years, being
schooled and trained for the great work before him. When
he, together with the other apostles, were sufficiently schooled
and trained for this work, their Teacher sent them into all the
world to teach and lead others to the Lamb of God. (Matt.
29: 19; Mark 16: 15.) In addition to this preparation Jesus
told them that he would send them the Holy Spirit who
would teach and guide them into all truth. (John 14: 16-26;
15: 26.) The Spirit came to the apostles on the day of Pente-
cost and spoke to the world through them. (Acts 2: 1-4.)
With these facts before us no one except an infidel could deny
but that John received the things he taught firsthand and that
what he wrote was genuine. Further evidence is unnecessary,
for the one who would not believe these facts would not be-
lieve were we to write a volume on the subject.

III. WHY WRITTEN

It is supposed generally that John wrote after the three
other records had been written, and that what he wrote was
supplementary to them—to give things done and taught by
Jesus that the others had omitted, and to present a phase of
the Lord’s character that had not been fully brought out by
the others. This is true of his gospel whether it was the aim
of John or not. It is thought by some that a heresy denying
the divine nature of Jesus had arisen, and that John wrote to
counteract and destroy this heresy. Whether this was the
cause of his writing or not, he tells that Jesus was with God
and was God before the world was, and that all things were
created by him. Then John testifies near the close of his rec-
ord: And “many other signs therefore did Jesus in the pres-
ence of the disciples, which are not written in this book: but
these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his
name.” (John 20: 30, 31.) The truth that he was the Son of
God is given a prominence in the writings of John that is not
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given in any other of the apostolic writings. This is ex-
plained that each wrote to meet the conditions before him,
and that this question had been raised before the death of
John and called forth his writings.

IV. WHEN WRITTEN

The gospel of John is held on seemingly good reasons to
have been written later than the other three. It differs widely
in several respects from them. It does not enter into facts
and relate the same occurrences the others do. The scenes of
the others are laid almost entirely in Galilee, those of John in
Judea. The others say but little of the visits of Jesus to Jeru-
salem, or his attendance on the feasts. John lays emphasis on
these. The chief data for determining the length of the minis-
try of Jesus after his baptism is furnished by John in giving
account of his attendance on the feasts.

As to the question whether the fourth book of the gospel
was written by John, there is but one denial in the second cen-
tury of its authorship, and this by certain heretics, founded on
its contents, because those tenets did not comport with their
views. Aside from this the external testimony of the century
is unanimous in affirming or implying that John is its author
and that he wrote late in the first century. As to the exact
time we have no fixed date. It is generally agreed by scholars
that a tradition which puts it while John was in exile to Pat-
mos has no authority. Alford fixes the date between A.D. 70
and A.D. 85; Macdonald at A.D. 85 or A.D. 8 ; Godet between
A.D.80 and A.D.90; and Tholuck at not far from A.D. 100.

V. PLACE WRITTEN

The later years of John were spent in Asia Minor and prin-
cipally at Ephesus. Irenaeus was educated in the same region
by a disciple of John and declares that the gospel by John was
written at Ephesus and with him agree Jerome and later writ-
ers. Irenaeus also tells us that it was the latest written of the
gospels. It was therefore written after the departure of the
apostle from Jerusalem to this portion of the country, and
there can be little doubt that its place of composition was the
great metropolis of this portion of the world, and for a long
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time after the fall of Jerusalem, the chief center of Christian-
ity. “After the destruction of Jerusalem Ephesus became the
center of Christian life in the East. Even Antioch, the original
source of missions to the Gentiles, and the future metropolis
of the Christian patriarch, appears for a time less conspicuous
in the obscurity of early church history than Ephesus, to
which Paul inscribed his epistle, and in which John found a
dwelling place and a tomb. This half Greek, half oriental
city, visited by ships from all parts of the Mediterranean, and
united by great roads with the markets of the interior, was
the common meeting place of various characters and classes
of men.”—Conybeare and Howson.






COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO JOHN

PART FIRST
PRELIMINARY MINISTRY OF JESUS
1: 1 to 4: 54

SECTION ONE

HIS PUBLIC INTRODUCTION BY JOHN
1: 1-51

1. HIS ETERNAL PRE-EXISTENCE
1: 1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

1 In the beginning—This is the term used in reference to
the creation (Gen. 1: 1) and refers to the original creation of
matter, but inchoate in what is usually known as the six days’
creation. More properly the organization. [We recognize
the phrase in Genesis as referring to a period antecedent to all
created things, in which nothing existed but that which was
self-existent and incapable of destruction. We have no doubt
that John used this phrase in the same sense here and that, as
we can make no periods in eternity back of time, the phrase is
equivalent to “through all eternity,” or “eternally.”]

was the Word,—The Word in this place clearly refers to
Jesus Christ before he was conceived and born of the Virgin
Mary. [Logos, the Greek of “Word,” was used by the Greeks
to express both reason and speech, both the thought and ex-
pression, and was probably therefore selected by John as the
name of the personality of which he was about to speak. For
our purpose it is sufficient to know that the logos ‘“became
flesh,” and is identified as Jesus Christ, and this Jesus, in his
intercessory prayer (17:5) is represented by John as recalling
a distinct memory of the glory he had of the Father before the
world was. This sets aside all idea of the logos as represent-
ing simply principles or attributes of deity, which were mani-
fested in him whom he called the Son of God. Here is a
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Word was God. 2. The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things

Being, a Person with a continuous memory, part antedating time,
and part in time. ]

and the Word was with God,—[It expresses intercourse or
association with God, and therefore makes of the Word a dis-
tinct personality. Jesus was with God in the creation of all
things.]

and the Word was God.—He was with the Father. He was
one of the Godhead. [We here have an advance in the
thought. In the first clause of the verse we had eternal exist-
ence; in the second, distinct personality; now we have deific
personality. This eternal Being is declared to be in nature
the same as he who is called God here and afterwards the
Father. He therefore possesses the attributes of deity.]

There are three distinct personages presented to us as com-
posing the Godhead—God the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit. These three personages, each distinct as per-
sons, yet one in nature, being, purpose, and designs, per-
formed distinct and different offices in the work of creation
and in all the works in which they engaged. God the Father
is represented as the supreme ruling power of the heavens and
the earth. He ordained and provided for all things. The
Word was the personage through whom the worlds were
created. [The Holy Spirit organized.]

Jesus the Christ had an existence before his conception and
birth of the Virgin Mary. He is nowhere called the Son of
God or the son of man except prophetically before his concep-
tion and birth of the virgin. He is nowhere called Jesus or
the Savior until he came to save his people from their sins,
save as the Spirit in prophecy foretold this would be his mis-
sion. He is nowhere called the Christ until he was anointed
“with the oil of gladness above his fellows,” until he in his
mission on earth received the Spirit “without measure,” save
as it was foretold in prophecy that he would be the anointed,
the Christ of God, to save the world. These names were all
bestowed as descriptive of his character and work of office.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.—He was one of
us” when matter was originally created. “Let us make man
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were made through him; and without him 'was not anything made that hath
been made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the

10r, was not anything made. That which hath been made was life in him,; and
the life &c.

in our image.” (Gen. 1:26.) The Godhead is represented as
composed of God, the originator and provider of all things;
the Word, the creative agent of the Godhead; and the Holy
Spirit, who, when the work of creation was completed by the
Word, brooded upon the face of the matter, organized it, gave
laws in accordance with which the work of procreation would
proceed, and in and through which the Spirit took up his
abode to guide the matter forward to its predestined end.

3 All things were made through him;—The Word as the
creative agency of the Godhead.

and without him was not anything made that hath been
made.—[ Without the intervention or help of any other person
or being, he created all things. This language is sweeping
and unevadable. The logos was the active agent in the whole
broad work of creation.] Jesus was the active representative
of the Godhead in the work of creation. Heb. 1: 1, 2: “God,
having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by
divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these
days spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom also he made the worlds.” John 1:10:
“He was in the world, and the world was made through him.”
Col. 1:16: “In him were all things created, in the heavens and
upon the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things
have been created through him, and unto him.”

4 In him was life;—He not only created, but he imparted
life to all beings, vegetable, and animal. [Having predicated
of him the creation of all material things, John now turns to
the sentient creation, and especially man, its crown. As it is
said that God created man, and then breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, so the Word is capable of a higher work
than making things; he makes them live. There has been
much scientific groping to find and understand the subtle
principle called life. Here is the answer and all any one can
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light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness *apprehended it not. 6 There
20r, overcame. See ch. 12, 35 (Gr.)

know about it. Life is an emanation from the logos with
power of an infinite series of reproductions; life in all its vari-
eties, physical, moral, spiritual. As all objects have their pres-
ent form through him so all things that ltve by him.]

and the life was the light of men.—[In the case of man, the
crown of creation distinguished from all the rest by impassa-
ble lines, the life became light, which, in the Bible, is put for
truth, knowledge, and holiness ; darkness for ignorance, error,
and sin. Spiritual light and life are mainly intended in the
text. Or, rather, we should say that the thought progresses
to light in its highest signification.] All light comes from
God. This is not only true of spiritual light, but all true light
of knowledge. Science, by many, is supposed to be the enemy
of revelation; but where has science ever obtained a foothold
in the world where the light of the revelation of God had not
gone? Where has truth on any subject gained admission un-
less the light of God’s truth opened the way? Look at the
condition of the world in all ages where the light of God’s rev-
elation has not gone and see what practical truth on any sub-
ject exists among the heathen nations.

5 And the light shineth in the darkness s—[This verse is a
bridge to verses 7 and 8 The thought advances from the
light in the abstract to the visible exhibition of the light, shin-
ing with a brilliance that men had never seen before, the in-
carnate logos, the incarnate life, the incarnate light.]

and the darkness—[The world of humanity in the condition
to which sin had brought it—ignorance and sin.]

apprehended it not.—[The people rejected the light, pre-
ferred the darkness, and so the darkness was not dispelled by
the light. Did not take hold of it. Did not realize what had
come into its midst. The thought is in regard to the condi-
tion of the world in the years of Christ’s life preceding John
the Immerser’s testimony. The light was already shining. It
was morally impossible for Jesus to be among men and not
give forth divine light. But the world knew him not, even as
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came a man, sent fr_om God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for
witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness

John the Immerser himself knew him not till he saw the sign
of God at his baptism. We have thus been led in the prologue
from the profundity of eternity to the reality of the ministry
of John. All the wonders of the opening chapters of Matthew
and Luke are chronologically comprehended in these verses.]

6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John.
—John the Baptizer came to prepare the way for Christ.

7 The same came for witness,—Christ was the light. John
came to prepare for him that all, through Christ, might be-
lieve in God. [More literally “for testimony.” This is the
predominant character of John. All else is incidental or sub-
ordinate to this. The preaching, the baptism, the rousing men
to repentance, while all in themselves useful and good, are
only circumstances of the testimony, only side employments
of the witness bearer.]

that he might bear witness of the light,—*“He” in this verse
might more naturally refer to John, but a similar expression
in verses 9 and 10 shows that it refers to Jesus the light. [This
sentence gives the subject of the testimony. “The light” here
is not abstract, but concrete. It is the light incarnate; in
other words, the Lord Jesus Christ. He was to testify to the
world that “the light” had come into the world.]

that all might believe through him.—[That all might be-
lieve on Christ through the testimony of John. See verses
29-42 for the beginning of this result. This idea of testimony
is one of the fundamental notions of the gospel of Christ. It
is correlative to, and inseparable from, that of faith.
Testimony is given only with a view to faith, and faith is
impossible except by means of testimony. The only faith wor-
thy of the name is that which fastens itself upon a divine tes-
timony given either in act or word.]

8 He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness
of the light.—John came to testify that others might believe in
Jesus. [The apostle states that John was not the light proba-
bly in opposition to an idea of some that John himself was the
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of the light. 9 *There was the true light, even the light which lighteth
fevery man, coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world knew him not. 11 He came unto *his
own, and they that were his own received him not. 12 But as many as re-

1Qr, the true light, which lighteth every man, was coming
2Or, every man as he cometh
3Gr. his own things

Messiah. The clause is an emphatic reassertion of the state-
ment of verse 7.]

9 There was the true light,—Jesus was the only source of
the light, and all who came into the world, if lightened at all,
must receive this light from him.

even the light which lighteth every man, coming into the
world.—[ Whether to connect the last clause, “coming into the
world,” with “the true light,” or with “every man,” has been a
hotly disputed question among commentators. We do not
think there is any reference here to an innate light belonging
to every man from birth, nor to an enlightening of men before
the coming of Christ, under the old dispensation, or in the
various heathen religions. The apostle has to do only with
the present dispensation. The true light was coming into the
world, which lights every man (who receives it), that is,
teaches him spiritual truth and duty, else he is not enlight-
ened. He is the exclusive light giver.]

If God is the fountain and source of all light [and he surely
is] only he who looks to God can find true light. Man is
prone to look to himself for light; but in man is no light, save
as he receives it from God.

10 He was in the world,—[John now takes a step forward.
He who was coming had come. The babe had been cradled at
Bethlehem, carried to Nazareth, and grown to man’s estate.]

and the world was made through him,—[He was no stran-
ger and no intruder. All the fair scenes upon which he gazed
were the product of his creative power as logos.]

and the world knew him not.—Jesus who created the
worlds was in the world, but the world did not know him.
[Of all this great world, and its sentient, teeming inhabitants,
there was not one being who recognized him in his divine
character as Creator of the universe and Redeemer of men. ]
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ceived him, to them gave he the right to become children of God, even to

11 He came unto his own, and they that were his own re-
ceived him not.—We have long thought “his own” referred to
those prepared by John for him. They embraced a large por-
tion of the Jewish nation, but only those who voluntarily took
upon themselves the obligations by being baptized. This was
a radical change in the order of God’s dealings with the Jews.
Hitherto those he recognized as his servants were born after
the flesh. All that were born of the fleshly family of Jacob
were his servants. Now the voluntary principle was intro-
duced by John. None were his save those who through faith
in John’s teaching voluntarily took on themselves the obliga-
tions imposed in baptism. This principle introduced into the
provisional and introductory stages of the kingdom was to be
the distinguishing principle of God’s government henceforth.
Hence, these to whom Christ came were his own, prepared for
him by John, and they were born not of blood or the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God, inasmuch as they
were begotten by the word of God preached through John.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he the right
to become children of God,—Those of John’s disciples who
heard and believed in Jesus became sons of God. The Jews
had been servants. Through faith in Jesus they became sons
by which they could address God as “Father.” (Gal. 4:5, 6.)
All moved by faith in Jesus may become sons of God. [What
is meant by receiving him, how much it includes, is to be
found by reading the last clause of the verse, “even to them
that believe on his name.” Nor is the “many” here to be con-
fined to the Jews. John does not say all those from among
them, but all those who in general. When Jesus is once re-
jected by unbelieving Israel, there is henceforth only human-
ity and in it indivndual believers or unbelievers. Observe that
receiving him, that is, the believing on his name, did not make
them the children of God. It only brought them into such a
relationship to him that it was now their right or privilege to
become children of God if they chose to exercise it. How
they became children of God is to be learned elsewhere. (See

Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 2: 38; 8: 26-40.)]
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them that believe on his name: 13 who were ‘born not of ®*blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word
became flesh, and °dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of "the
only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth. 15 John beareth

4Or, begotten

5Gr. bloods

oGr. tabermacled

70r, an only begotten from a father. Comp. Heb. 11. 17

even to them that believe on his name:—|[That is, who be-
lieve in the character belonging to him manifested by his
name, “Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (20: 31;
also verses 14 and 18.) ]

13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.—This relation of sons of
God was not attained through the fleshly descent from Abra-
ham or of any fleshly birth, but he is begotten of God. (3:5.)
All fleshly births are through the will of the flesh. This
henceforth would not make a man a child of God. [Being a
Jew did not involve the new birth or begetting. He must be
born again even as others. Fleshly generation had nothing to
do with it. Nor was it in any sense human in its origin. No
human enactments, no human purpose, could bring it about.
It was “from above.” (3:3.) The begetting is purely of God
with the Holy Spirit as the agent (3: 8) and the word of God
as the Spirit’s instrumentality (1 Pet. 1: 23) and the birth or
transfer to new relationship of the whole man becomes com-
plete in baptism (3:5).]

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us—This
Word was Immanuel—God in the flesh. He dwelt among
men as a man, subject to like passions and infirmities as man,
tempted in all things as we are, yet his nature and life were
manifestations of divine life and truth. [The Word “became”
denotes a single and complete act. His dwelling among us
was not a mere transitory or momentary appearance followed
by a quick vanishing. He remained with us about thirty-
three and a half years so that we could study and know him.]

(and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father),—In the transfiguration and works of Christ
his associates saw this glory. The working of miracles was
showing forth the glory of God (2: 11), full of kindness to



1: 14, 15.] JOHN 23

man, teaching the truth of God. [They beheld his glory, not
in any particular instance, as the transfiguration, for example,
but the continuous glory of his life and character as mani-
fested through the whole period of his active ministry and
which marked him as the Son of God.]

full of grace and truth.—[Sweetness and light, or love and
light. Through him both mind and heart are fed. Grace in
his redemptive work; truth in his teaching. Not that there

was no grace and truth before, but he is a rich storehouse of it
all.]

2. A PART OF JOHN'’S TESTIMONY AND A COMMENT BY THE
APOSTLE
1:15-18

witness of him, and crieth, saying, *This was he of whom I said, He that
cometh after me is become before me: for he was °before me. 16 For of his

8Some ancient authorities read (this was he that said)
OGr. first in regard of me

15 John beareth witness of him,—[The present, “beareth
witness,” 1s ordinarily explained by the permanent value of
this testimony; but perhaps it is due rather to the fact that
the author transports himself in a lifelike way backward to
the moment when he heard this mysterious saying coming
from such lips; he seems to himself to hear it still. We often
use the present thus for the past in vivid narration.]

and crieth, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that
cometh after me is become before me: for he was before me.
—John was careful that they should not think he was the
promised Messiah. He had already taught them that Jesus
was greater than himself, and although born of the mother
later than John, had existed long before John. Jesus said,
“Before Abraham was born, I am.” (8: 58.) John was care-
ful that the honor which belonged to Jesus should not be be-
stowed on himself. [Though he is after me in point of revela-
tion to the people, yet he at once takes position before me as
the more important of the two and destined to continue in this
superiority. The immerser now turns to the essential prece-
dence both in time and rank. Though he was subsequent in
revelation, yet he existed long before his revelation and long
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fulness we all received, and “’grace for grace. 17 For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No man

190Qr, grace upon grace

before John, his revealer, and this in such dignity that he was
entitled to take precedence as soon as revealed.]

16 For of his fulness we all received,—Of the fulness and
the grace of Jesus all who receive him partake. [The quota-
tion from the immerser ceases with verse 15. It is the apostle
who now speaks, having interrupted himself after verse 14 by
the memory of the immerser’s testimony. In verse 14 he said
that the Word was “full of grace and truth.” Now we, all be-
lievers who have been born again, have received from the rich
stores of his fullness.]

and grace for grace.—One degree of grace leads on to a
higher degree. [Ever growing supplies of grace from the full-
ness of Christ.]

17 For the law was given through Moses;—The great law
of God in the Ten Commandments was given by Moses.
These commandments given as the standard of right and mo-
rality were given by Moses to the children of Israel. They
were given as laws with their rewards and penalties. This
law given to them was good and if one kept it it fitted him for
eternal life. But the kindness and love of God were not mani-
fested in these laws.

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.—God’s charac-
ter for mercy and truth was received through Jesus Christ.
There was no antagonism on the part of Jesus towards
the law. The law was good and right. Jesus came not to
destroy the law, but to fulfill it and to introduce new features
into the service of God that would enable man to obey this
law and to attain to the righteousness of the law. [The grace
of God was certainly exhibited in giving the Mosaic revela-
tion, and his truth was certainly contained in it, but it sinks
into insignificance by the side of the revelations of these that
come through Jesus Christ. We come now for the first time
to the historical name of the incarnate logos, but to which the
apostle has been tending throughout the passage. First the
Word, then Life and Light, then the Only Begotten of the
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hath seen God at any time; “the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared him.

I1Many very ancient authorities read God only begotten

Father, now Jesus Christ, who embraces all that was said of
him before.]

18 No man hath seen God at any time ;—While no man hath
seen God, Jesus is the only begotten Son of God and the ex-
press image of his person and the effulgence of his power and
is presented to man as the best beloved of the Father and the
perfect representative of God, declaring God’s own fullness
and perfectness and the full representative of God to the
world.

the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
—[Most intimate with him—not living, like Moses, at an infi-
nite distance from him.

This intimacy gives him such thorough knowledge of all
that pertains to him as to qualify him for the next clause.]

he hath declared him.—[Revealed or manifested him.
There is more in this than the mere declaration of a messen-
ger. Jesus Christ is the visible manifestation of God. “He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” God has now been
seen in the person of his Son, who was “the effulgence of his
glory, and the very image of his substance.”]

3. ANOTHER PART OF JOHN’S TESTIMONY
1:19-28

19 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent unto him from
Jerusalem priests and Levites to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he con-
fessed, and denied not; and he confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they

19 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent unto
him from Jerusalem priests and Levites—The Jews in Jerusa-
lem were the most zealous of the law. Jerusalem was the cen-
ter of Judaism. John in the wilderness attracted the masses
by his preaching.

tc ask him, Who art thou?—The Jews at Jerusalem sent the
priests and Levites to hear him, see what he claimed for him-
self as a religious teacher, and demand of him who he was.

20 And he confessed, and denied not; and he confessed, I
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asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And he saith, I am not. Art
thou the prophet? And he answered, No. 22 They said therefore unto him,
Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What
sayest thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet.
24 “And they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 And they asked him,

12]s. 40. 3 .
130r, And certain had been sent from among the Pharisces

am not the Christ.—Without evasion or denial he said, I am
not the anointed one of God. He was not willing to claim the
honor that belonged only to Christ.

21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And
he saith, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered,
No.—It had been foretold that a great prophet should come
into the world and that before the coming of that prophet Eli-
jah should come again. He told them that he was neither Eli-
jah nor this great prophet that was to come. Jesus said, “And
if you are willing to receive it, this [John the Immerser] is
Elijah that is to come.” (Matt. 11: 14.) This statement of
Jesus is thought to contradict John’s statement in this verse,
but it is explained by Jesus when he says, “And he shall go
before his face in the spirit and power of Elijah.” (Luke 1:
17.) John meant that he was not the veritable Elijah. Jesus
said he came “in the spirit and power of Elijah.” [The Jews
doubtless asked art thou literally Elijah. He said no. Art
thou that prophet foretold by Moses? No, for Christ is that
prophet. The difference is doubtless one speaks of the literal
Elijah, the other who came in the spirit of Elijah. No contra-
diction here.]

22 They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? that we
may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou
of thyself>—They wished him to define his mission, if neither
the prophet nor Elijah [so that on their return to Jerusalem
they could give an intelligent report to those who had sent
them].

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet.
—He answered that he came in the fulfillment of the prophecy
of Isaiah (40: 3), of the one who should come before and pre-

pare the way for the prophet. His work was that of prepara-
tion for the Lord.
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and said unto him, Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, nei-
ther Elijah, neither the prophet? 26 John answered them, saying, I baptize
“in water: in the midst of you standeth one whom ye know not, 27 even he
that cometh after me, the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to unloose.
28 These things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

14O0r, with

“Igda;zy ancient authorities read Bethabarah, some Betharabah. Comp. Josh. 15. 6,
61; 18.

24 And they had been sent from the Pharisees.—The Phari-
sees were the most zealous and watchful of the religious
parties of the Jews.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why then baptiz-
est thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither Elijah, neither the
prophet?—John gave as his reason for baptizing that he was
come preparing for the Messiah and he baptized in water and
the Messiah would baptize in the Holy Spirit. [The question
shows that John’s baptism was to them a new rite. They
could understand that Christ, or Elias, or “the prophets” might
establish a new ordinance by divine authority, but if John is
none of these, why does he do so? Their perplexity shows
that the baptismal right was new to them. This refutes the
claim that Gentile proselytes to the Jewish faith were bap-
tized by all Jewish authorities before this time.]

26, 27 John answered them, saying, I baptize in water: in
the midst of you standeth one whom ye know not, even he
that cometh after me, the latchet of whose shoe I am not wor-
thy to unloose.—The preposition “in” is used here instead of
“with.” This is right, yet to say “with” does not militate
against the idea of a burial. We use “with” to indicate the
element used even when the thing washed is wholly sub-
merged. We say a cloth is dyed with indigo and leather is
tanned with ooze when the thing is wholly submerged. “In”
is better here as placing the point contrasted beyond doubt.
John told them that the one for whom he came to prepare the
way was in their midst and unknown to them and probably to
John at this time who was so much his superior that he was
not worthy to unlatch his shoes. The servant unlatched and
bound the shoes of his master.

28 These things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.—Much of John’s teaching was
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4. JESUS DECLARED THE LAMB OF GOD AND THE SON OF
GOD
1: 29-34

29 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, that “taketh away the sin of the world! 30 This is
he of whom I said, After me cometh a man who is become before me: for he
was *before me. 31 And I knew him not; but that he should be made mani-
fest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing “in water. 32 And John bare
witness, saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven;

180Qr, beareth the sin

done on the west side of the Jordan, but this was done on the
east side, opposite the line between Samaria and Galilee.

29 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and
saith, Behold, the Lamb of God,—The baptism of Jesus is not
mentioned by the gospel of John, but it is particularly de-
scribed by the other evangelists. When he was baptized and
came up out of the water the voice came from heaven saying,
“This 1s my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
(Matt. 3: 17.) The Holy Spirit also in the form of a dove de-
scended upon him and abode with him. With these assur-
ances John testified to his disciples that he was the Lamb of
God to take away the sins of the world.

that taketh away the sin of the world!—[Jesus, the Lamb,

when slain, took away the sin, not of Jews only, but of the
world. He died for all.]

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man who
is become before me: for he was before me.—He again states
this of whom he had spoken, as born after he was, yet existing
before him.

31 And I knew him not; but that he should be made mani-
fest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing in water.—Here
one of the special objects of John’s baptism is said to be to
make known Jesus to Israel.

32 And John bare witness, saying, I have beheld the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven;—John was to know by
the Spirit descending in the form of a dove which was he and
then was to bear testimony to the world.

and it abode upon him.—The Spirit came in the form of a
dove, abode upon him, not in this form; but its form dis-
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and it abode upon him. 33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to

baptize “in water, he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shalt see the

Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the same is he that baptizeth in

tShe H;)lcy;oipirit. 34 And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the
on o .

solved, and took up its abode in Jesus. (Luke 3: 22.) This
was when he was anointed with the Spirit above his fellows.
(Heb.1:9.)

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize in
water, he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shalt see the
Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the same is he that
baptizeth in the Holy Spirit.—John did not know Jesus.
Whether it was that he was not acquainted with Jesus or that
he did not know that he was the Christ has been a matter of
doubt. Although their mothers were cousins, they lived
eighty miles apart, and it is possible that they had not met.
Or it may mean that John did not have the full assurance that
he was the Christ until he was assured by the sign appointed
by God and in some way revealed to John.

34 And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the
Son of God.—Having seen this sign from God he testified that
Jesus is the Son of God.

5. THE LAST TESTIMONY REPEATED
1: 35-42

35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of his disciples; 36
and he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God!

35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of his
disciples;—This was the day after the facts stated in the
preceding verses had occurred. It was some weeks at least
after his baptism. He had been baptized, had been forty days
in the temptation, had returned to where John was baptizing,
and John had testified to his disciples what had happened at
his baptism.

36 and he looked upon Jesus as he walked,—| Jesus, passing
by or in sight, John beheld him.]

saith, Behold, the Lamb of God!—[The lamb was slain to
save the first-born of Israel when the first-born of Egypt was
destroyed, and at every Passover feast a lamb was slain by
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37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And
Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye?
And they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted, Teacher),
where abidest thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They
came therefore and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day:
it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two that heard John speak, and

every family of Israel. In the types of Judaism the lamb was
slain pointing forward to “the Lamb of God, that taketh away
the sin of the world.” He came to die as a sacrifice to take
away the sins that man had committed and to lead him to live
a holy life.]

37 And the two disciples heard him speak,—Some of the
disciples of John were jealous that Jesus gathered followers at
the expense of John, but John had none of this feeling. He
came to make ready a people for Jesus, bear testimony to his
claims, and direct his disciples to Jesus as the Lord, and re-
joiced to see him increase, while he himself decreased in fol-
lowers.

and they followed Jesus.—Again at a later date he with two
of his disciples saw Jesus walking and again bore witness that
he was the Son of God and his disciples thus assured left John
and followed Jesus.

38 And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith
unto them, What seek ye?—]Jesus seems at all times to desire
that those who followed him should know what they took
upon themselves so he asked what they were seeking.

And they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say, being in-
terpreted, Teacher), where abidest thou?—He saw them com-
ing after him and asked what they sought. They called him
Rabbi, which means teacher. They declared in this they were
his disciples, had come to learn of him, and asked where he
dwelt that they might come unto him as learners.

39 He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came
therefore and saw where he abode; and they abode with him
that day: it was about the tenth hour.—He acknowledged
himself a teacher, accepted them as learners, and asked them
to come with him to his home. They did and remained with
him, for it was now four o’clock in the afternoon. They spent
the night with him. We may well suppose that the time was
spent in discoursing of his mission and teaching. The work
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followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He findeth first his
own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah (which
is, being interpreted, 'Christ). 42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked

1That is, Anointed. Comp. Ps. 2. 2

of Jesus in the world has been greatly hindered and marred by
the unfaithfulness of his followers, yet, imperfect as that
work has been, the contrast between the conditions of the
world where Jesus has been known and where he has not
must convince the most superficial observer of the immense
good Jesus has done the world. The lifting up of the common
people, the provisions for the unfortunate and helpless are
found only where the teachings of Jesus have gone. There is
not a hospital or asylum for the unfortunate in the world that
has not been built by the influence of Jesus. It would be difh-
cult to find a country where a workingman could get more
than twenty-five cents a day for labor save where Christ is
known. He lifts up and helps the helpless today through the
influence of his teaching as in his personal ministry.

40 One of the two that heard John speak, and followed him,
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.—We may well feel sure
that his stay with Jesus satisfied his desire to know and
strengthened his faith in Jesus. Andrew was one of the first
called of the followers of Jesus. He was Peter’s brother.
Their home was in Bethsaida, a city on the Sea of Galilee.
This was also the home of John and James, the sons of Zebe-
dee. They are now at Bethany—not the Bethany near Jerusa-
lem, but a village on the east side of the Jordan, near its en-
trance into the Dead Sea. Simon Peter was the older of the
two brothers, likely the more aggressive, and became in one
sense the first leader among the disciples.

41 He findeth first his own brother Simon,—So moved by a
natural and fleshly feeling he first sought Simon. The teach-
ing of Jesus does not destroy the ties of the flesh, but sancti-
fies them. Andrew first sought his own brother. Every Chris-
tian should act on this principle. The person who is indiffer-
ent to the salvation of his own kindred and people, but who is
zealous of the salvation of strangers, does not follow the ex-
ample of either Jesus or his disciples. Jesus first preached to
his own people then to others.



32 COMMENTARY ON [1: 41-43.

upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the son of *John: thou shalt be called
Cephas (which is by interpretation, *Peter).

2Gr. Joanes: called in Mt. 16. 17 Jonah
3That is, Rock or Stone

and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah (which is,
being interpreted, Christ).—Messiah is the Hebrew term for
Christ in the Greek, then chiefly spoken, or anointed in En-
glish. He was anointed by the Spirit which descended upon
and abode with him [at his baptism.]

42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, and
said, Thou art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be called Ce-
phas (which is by interpretation, Peter).—His report brought
Simon to Jesus, who, when he looked upon him, saw what
was in him, and gave him the name of Cephas, the Hebrew of
which Peter is the Greek translation, which in English means
rock. It seems that Jesus gave him this name as describing in
some respects his character. Andrew first came to Christ and
was instrumental in bringing Peter. In their after life Peter
was the more active, forward, and prominent in his work.
Andrew is seldom mentioned save in the enumeration of the
apostles of the Lord. It is an example of how an humble one
may be instrumental in bringing forward one of more power
and general effectiveness. Peter was already a disciple of
John as were these others. The leading characteristic of Peter
was the promptitude with which he decided and acted on
questions. Jesus beheld him and knew him, for he needed not
to be told what is in man.

6. OTHER DISCIPLES GAINED AT BETHANY
1:43-51

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, and he findeth

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee,
and he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow me.
—Galilee was his home, and the day following that on which
Peter came to him he was minded to return to Galilee and
found Philip. Philip is of the same city (Bethsaida) of Peter
and Andrew, James and John. They had all come down to
hear the preaching of John, had been taught by him, and
tarried with him until he bore testimony to Jesus. We are
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Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow me. 44 Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip findeth Nathanael,
and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46 And Nathanael
said unto him, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto
him, Come and see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of
him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael saith

not to conclude that Philip and Jesus heretofore had not
known each other.

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew
and Peter.—All of the twelve save Judas seem to have lived
on the Sea of Galilee. This is not Philip, one of the seven, but
the apostle Philip, which name is associated with Bartholo-
mew.

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets,
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.—So soon as Phil-
ip had found Jesus his first impulse seemed to be to bring
others to him. This is the essential spirit of Christ. No one
imbued with his spirit can know Christ and be indifferent to
others, all others knowing him. First, Jerusalem, Judea, Sa-
maria, but stops not until it reaches the uttermost parts of the
earth. Converting your family stimulates the desire and leads
you to convert your neighbor, your countryman—all who sit
in “the valley and shadow of death.” The spirit of Christ will
let man enjoy no good alone. Jesus could not enjoy the glory
of heaven unless man could have an opportunity to share it
with him. Good is multiplied to us as we divide it with others.

46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.—
Nazareth seemed to have an ill name among the people.
Philip insisted that he should come and see before deciding.
He did so. Nathanael was of Cana in Galilee, and is thought
to be the same as Bartholomew, with whose name Philip’s is
associated in the list of apostles.

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him,
Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!—The super-
natural knowledge that enabled Jesus to know men and what
their thoughts, purposes, and characters were enabled him to
tell the character of Nathanael, whom he did not know, so an-
nounced him an Israelite in whom was no deceit or guile.
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unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him,
Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49
Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King of
Israel. 50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I
saw thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater
things than these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and de-
scending upon the Son of man.

This was a compliment. Such are prepared to receive the
pure and guileless life of the Son of God.

48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me?—
He asked, “How and from what do you know me?” showing
he had no acquaintance with him.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Before Philip called
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.—Jesus re-
sponded that he knew him as he sat under the fig tree before
Philip called him. I take it that Jesus could not see him by
his sight, and that Nathanael knew it required superhuman
knowledge and his frank and guileless spirit, taken with what
Philip had told him, he confessed that Jesus is the Son of God.

49 Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of
God; thou art King of Israel.—His knowing things that were
beyond his power to learn by his senses with none to inform
him satisfied the guileless spirit of Nathanael that he was su-
perhuman. Putting it with the teaching of John and the testi-
mony he had borne to Jesus which he learned of Philip and
had likely heard of others satisfied him at once, and he ac-
knowledged him as the Son of God, the King of Israel.

50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto
thee, I saw thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou
shalt see greater things than these.—Jesus complimented him
on his ready faith in this testimony and assured him that he
should see greater things than these.

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye
shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of man.—When this promise
was fulfilled we know not unless at the ascension of Jesus.
The angels ascending and descending upon him, possibly was
not literal, but meant that he would be constantly watched
over and guarded here in the world by the angels of God, and
that their ministration to him as the Son of God would be

manifested to Nathanael in the care and love God would show
him.
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SECTION TWO

PREPARATORY WORK IN SAMARIA, GALILEE, AND
JUDEA
2:1to 4: 54

1. A BRIEF VISIT TO GALIZLEE AND THE FIRST MIRACLE
1 1-12

1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the
mother of Jesus was there: 2 and Jesus also was bidden, and his disciples, to
the marriage. 3 And when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto
him, They have no wine. 4 And Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I

1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Gali-
lee;—The third day from what time is not very evident.
Jesus was where John was baptizing, calling around him cer-
tain disciples whom he would teach and fit to be his apostles
to teach others the words of wisdom that Jesus taught them.
He had been at Bethabara, east of the Jordan; now he is in
Cana of Galilee, not a great distance from Nazareth, the home
of his mother Mary, and where he was chiefly brought up.

and the mother of Jesus was there:—All the circumstances
show that his mother was very much at home at the marriage,
and took such a personal interest and direction in the matter
as to indicate it was at the home of a close personal friend
or relative. The affair shows that Jesus did not even, after
the beginning of his ministry, withdraw from all social rela-
tions with his friends and acquaintances, but he used the op-
portunities offered in these to show he was from God.

2 and Jesus also was bidden, and his disciples, to the mar-
riage.—They all attended. Tradition says, John, the son of
Zebedee and supposed relative of Mary and Jesus, married. I
know of no ground for the tradition.

3 And when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto
him, They have no wine.—They ran short of the accustomed
quantity of wine and Mary told Jesus. It would seem that
she had confidence in his ability to provide for the deficiency.
This could not be because she knew his power to work mira-
cles, for he had wrought none before. Yet her going to him
is a comment upon her confidence in his ability to provide in
times of difficulty. It indicates that she had learned to rely
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to do with thee?> mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6 Now there were six water-
pots of stone set there after the Jews’ manner of purifying, containing two or
three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water.
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he saith unto them, Draw out
now, and bear unto the ‘ruler of the feast. And they bare it. 9 And when

4Or, steward

upcn him in times of need and leaves the impression that she
had learned to rely upon him to aid in such emergencies. Her
statement of the trouble implied a request that he should in
some way remedy the deficiency.

4 And Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with
thee?—His response to his mother sounds to us harsh and
lacking in respect, but the style of address depends on the cus-
toms of the times and place and we cannot judge by this.
The response rather shows depths of feeling and earnestness

in him. It was the customary style of address. Our customs
differ is all.

mine hour is not yet come.—It is generally considered that
he means that his hour for manifesting his power had not
come. If so, it soon did come.

5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith
unto you, do it.—Her confidence that he would do something
to relieve the deficiency is shown in her instructions to the
servants to do his bidding.

6 Now there were six waterpots of stone set there after the
Jews’ manner of purifying, containing two or three firkins
apiece.—The purification was that they should not eat without
washing their hands. (See Matt. 15: 2; Mark 7:4.) The ves-
sels held about twenty-five gallons each. This was provided
that all the guests might wash before eating.

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water.
And they filled them up to the brim.—They had been well
nigh emptied by the guests before eating the supper, and he
ordered them filled to the brim to remove all doubt as to their
containing wine—to show no deception was practiced.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the
ruler of the feast. And they bare it.—I take it only that
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the ruler of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and knew not
whence it was (but-the servants that had drawn the water knew), the ruler
of the feast calleth the bridegroom, 10 and saith unto him, Every man setteth
on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, then that which is
worse : thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of his
signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disci-
ples believed on him.

50r, that it had become

which was drawn from the vessels full of water was changed
into wine,

9 And when the ruler of the feast tasted the water now be-
come wine, and knew not whence it was (but the servants
that had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast calleth
the bridegroom,—The bridegroom furnished the banquet; the
governor, or friend, and one of the guests, directed the order
of it. The governor, it seems, was ignorant of what had been
done.

10 and saith unto him, Every man setteth on first the good
wine; and when men have drunk freely, then that which is
worse: thou hast kept the good wine until now.—The ruler
was to give good wine at the beginning, then, as men got their
taste satiated, they gave the inferior. But this wine made by
the Savior was pronounced the best. It was pure and of the
best quality of wine. There is no intimation that these guests
drank to drunkenness. He speaks of the custom and says the
order was changed. This was the best wine. That Jesus
would make it good and pure was to be expected. Much has
been said of the Savior making wine. Many think it was not
intoxicating wine. Even the juice of grapes was recognized as
leading to intoxication. God did not, under Christ, prohibit
evils save as he prepared their hearts to voluntarily turn from
the evils. So that all morality and virtue are to be from the
heart. So while not prohibiting the evils, he put in operation
principles that would banish all wrongs as men received them
into the heart and acted on them. The governor of the feast
and the bridegroom were dependent on the servants for their
knowledge of this miracle.

11 This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee,

and manifested his glory;—Cana of Galilee was but a few
miles from Nazareth. In Cana Nathanael lived and there
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12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and hss
brethren, and his disciples ; and there they abode not many days.

Jesus healed the nobleman’s son. (John 4:46.) This was the
first miracle wrought by Jesus. In manifesting this power to
work miracles, he proclaimed the glory of God that gave such
power to men.

and his disciples believed on him.—His disciples had some
faith in him at this time, and this sign greatly increased their
faith in him. This is called the beginning of miracles. The
miracles were performed to show that God was with him and
that he was imbued with divine power. The working of the
miracle set forth his divinity and declared his glory. By it the
disciples had their faith in him greatly strengthened.
Miracles were as often wrought to strengthen the faith of his
followers as to convince the unbelievers. When their faith
was strengthened, they testified of him to the multitudes and
caused them to believe.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his
mother, and his brethren, and his disciples; and there they
abode not many days.—Capernaum was situated on the Sea of
Galilee. Although it is said they did not remain many days,
he made Capernaum his home after this. It is called his city.
The greater number of his apostles were reared in Capernaum
and the other cities on the Sea of Galilee.

2. JESUS GOES TO THE PASSOVER
2:13-22

13 And the passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jeru-

13 And the passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem.—The Passover was the feast commem-
orating the passing over or sparing of the first-born of the
children of Israel when the first-born of the Egyptians were
slain. It was eaten on the fifteenth of the month Abib, the
first month of the Jewish year, and corresponds in time to
what is popularly known as “Easter.” It is important that we
note the Passovers during the public ministry of Jesus, as
they afford one of the easiest ways of determining the length
of his public ministry from his baptism until his ascension.
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salem. 14 And he found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and
doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15 and he made a scourge of cords,
and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and he poured
out the changers’ money, and overthrew their tables; 16 and to them that
sold the doves he said, Take these things hence ; make not my Father’s house

This was the first Passover after he began his public ministry
and he went to Jerusalem to attend it.

14 And he found in the temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves,—The children of Israel came to Jerusalem to
observe the Passover in the temple. The law was that certain
animals—oxen, sheep, goats, doves, and pigeons—must be
slain at the door of the temple and offerings made on the bra-
zen altar outside the door. Coming from distant parts in
Judea, and even from distant lands, they must purchase the
animals in Jerusalem. This created a demand for these ani-
mals and traders brought them here to supply the demand and
they were brought into the court of the temple.

and the changers of money sitting :—They were required to
make offerings of money, all in the coin of the sanctuary.
This created the demand, and the traffic in these animals and
coins was carried on for gain. The Jews were required to
contribute the half shekel to the temple expenses. They could
not contribute coin with idol images. Money of this character
was in general circulation. So the money-changers exchanged
with them for profit.

15 and he made a scourge of cords, and cast all out of the
temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and he poured out the
changers’ money, and overthrew their tables;—When Jesus
came to the temple to attend this Passover feast, he found this
traffic shamelessly carried on within the sacred limits of the
temple. Indignant, he made a whip of small cords and drove
all the animals out. He poured out the money of the changers
and overturned their tables. Jesus was now teaching. His
authority, to some extent, was recognized.

16 and to them that sold the doves he said, Take these
things hence; make not my Father’s house a house of mer-
chandise.—He now gives his reason for cleansing the temple.
On a later occasion he found the same shameless profanation
of the temple, and quoted Isa. 56: 7: “For my house shall be
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a house of merchandise. 17 His disciples remembered that it was written,
1Zeal for thy house shall eat me up. 18 The Jews therefore answered and
said unto him, What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things?> 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this “temple, and in
three days I will raise it up. 20 The Jews therefore said, Forty and six
years was this *temple in building, and wilt thou raise it up in three days?

1Ps. 69. 9
2Or, sanctuary

called a house of prayer for all peoples.” And then adds, “But
ye make it a den of robbers.” (Matt. 21: 13.) He condemns
and denounces their course with severity. It is a worse crime
to make merchandise of the gospel of Christ, or to traffic in
the privileges of the church of God—that is, to corrupt and
defile the spiritual temple of God.

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, Zeal for
thy house shall eat me up.—This zeal for his house was pre-
dicted in Psalm 69: 9, and is a little difficult to understand,
but seems to apply this consuming zeal for the house of God
to Jesus. He desired it kept pure and holy.

18 The Jews therefore answered and said unto him, What
sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things?—This scemed to use violence more than any other act
save a similar onu repeated on a similar occasion in his attend-
ance of the last Pasx wer of his ministry. (Matt. 21: 12; Luke
19: 45.) Jesus no dov"t in doing it claimed he did it by the
authority of God whom he represented. The Jews com-
plained that he should exercise such authority yet work no
miracles or give no proof of the authority by which he did
these things.

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.—He pointed to his death,
burial, and resurrection. Spoke of his body as a temple,
which, when they destroyed it, would be restored in three
days. They did not understand this reference. He more than
once referred those refusing to be convinced by the evidences
he gave of his divine mission to his resurrection as the great
sign of his being the Son of God. He “was declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by

the resurrection from the dead: even Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(Rom. 1:4))
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21 But he spake of the *temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he spake this; and they
believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.

20 The Jews therefore said, Forty and six years was this
temple in building, and wilt thou raise it up in three days?—
The Jews applied it to the temple in Jerusalem, while he ap-
plied it to the temple of his body. The temple had been re-
paired by Herod the Great, and he was forty and six years in
rebuilding it.

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.—He called his
body the temple. The misunderstanding of his meaning was
the basis of the testimony borne against him in his first trial

(Matt. 26: 51), and the taunts against him as he hung upon
the cross (Matt. 27: 40).

22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disci-
ples remembered that he spake this; and they believed the
scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.—When it came
to be understood by his disciples after his resurrection it be-
came the ground of their believing in him more strongly.

3. SIGNS WROUGHT DURING THE PASSOVER
2:23-25

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, during the feast,
many believed on his name, beholding his signs which he did. 24 But Jesus
did not trust himself unto them, for that he knew all men, 25 and because he

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, during
the feast, many believed on his name, beholding his signs
which he did.—While in Jerusalem at this Passover he
wrought signs or miracles and this caused many to believe on
him. What the signs were we are not told.

24 But Jesus did not trust himself unto them, for that he
knew all men,—Jesus knew their hearts and that their faith
was weak and unstable and so while he encouraged their be-
lief, he did not trust himself to them. His infinite wisdom en-
abled him to know the hearts, the thoughts, and desires of all.
There are many degrees of faith. It begins weak and un-
steady, and by continued exercise it grows strong and stead-
fast. At this period Jesus trusted himself to the power of no
man. He knew the uncertainty of men. Many, under the
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needed not that any one should bear witness concerning ‘man; for he himself
knew what was in man.

30r, a man; for . . . the man

first impulse of the wonders wrought, would believe in him,
but turn against him when trials and troubles came as they
always do. Many in the days of the Savior were carried away
by momentary excitement as now that fell away afterward.

25 and because he needed not that any one should bear wit-
ness concerning man; for he himself knew what was in man.
—He had a divine insight into the hearts of men that enabled
him to understand them without others telling of them. He
gave an example of this in Nathanael. (1: 43-47.) Then he
told where and what Nathanael had been doing, and under-
stood the secret workings of his heart. He was brought to
believe in Christ by this. He did the same to the woman of

Samaria.

4. CONVERSATION WITH NICODEMUS
3:1-15
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of

the Jews: 2 the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicode-
mus, a ruler of the Jews:—Nicodemus was a member of the
council of the Sanhedrin. The Pharisees were the most stren-
uous sect of the Jews in observing the traditions of the elders.
[Jesus charged that they made the commands of God of no ef-
fect by their traditions. (Matt. 15: 3.) They were the most
popular sect of Judaism in the days of Christ. They believed
in the resurrection. Nicodemus is mentioned (7: 51) as in-
sisting to the Jews that “our law judge a man, except it first
hear from himself and know what he doeth?” He (19: 39)
brought a hundred pounds mixture of myrrh and aloes to
anoint the body of Jesus. The notices we have of him indicate
that he was a just and true man.]

2 the same came unto him by night,—[Why he came at

night is a guess of no value. Possibly he desired to avoid

publicity, or he found Jesus more at leisure; possibly he had
more leisure himself.]

and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher
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that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto
him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born ‘anew, he cannot see

4Or, from above. See ver. 31; ch. 19. 11; Jas. 1. 17; 3. 15, 17

come from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest,
except God be with him.—The object of miracles was to con-
vince the people that God was with or in those who wrought
them and to give assurance to the people that when they
heard him they heard God. The person acted and spoke by
the authority of God. He came to Jesus that he might learn
the will of God. Jesus had come and had given a number of
signs or worked miracles that attracted the attention of the
observant and thoughtful. Nicodemus was an honest, sincere
Pharisee, a ruler and teacher among the Jews, who saw and
heard these things. A person’s working miracles was the
token of a new message from the Father. Nicodemus came to
Jesus modestly to inquire the meaning of the miracles and
what truths they heralded.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee,—[Jesus at once assumes he is anxious to know of
the kingdom that John had preached which was now at hand,
and which Jesus came to establish, and at once tells the lead-
ing condition of entrance into that kingdom. Without en-
trance into it citizenship and privileges cannot be enjoyed.
The condition was:]

Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.—God whom Jesus set forth on earth was the subject up-
permost in the teachings of Jesus, and he at once responded
that no person could enter into the kingdom without being
born again. Jesus recognized Nicodemus as of the best of the
Jews, was looking for the coming Messiah, and yet he needed
to be born again to enter the kingdom of God. The kingdom
of God was a more spiritual institution, a higher degree of
spirituality being required to enter this kingdom than was re-
quired for membership in the Jewish kingdom. A fleshly
birth introduced man into the Jewish kingdom and it was a
fleshly kingdom. The kingdom introduced by Jesus was a
spiritual kingdom entered by a birth of the Spirit and spiritual
relations prevailed in that kingdom. Some interpreters say
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the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be
born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born
oi water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That

this means born from above. While the word translated
“anew” may mean “from above,” the context here shows
plainly that Jesus meant “anew.” Without he is born anew
he cannot see the kingdom of God, The word “born” in this
connection cannot be literal; but what is meant by “born
anew” is essential to entrance into the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when
he is old?>—He took it literally, and seeing the impossibility of
such a thing he asks, “How can this be when he is old ?”

can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be
born?—This had been foretold by the prophets (Joel 3: 1-21;
Jer. 31:31), and Jesus seemed to take it for granted that Nic-
odemus would understand him. But his mind only recurs to
the fleshly kingdom and he could not see how an old man
could enter his mother’s womb and be born again.

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God.—Men were being baptized by John, and by way
of suggestion, he added he must be born of water and the
Spirit. This new birth carries with it more than is usually at-
tached to it. It was addressed to Nicodemus and regarded as
one of the truest and most faithful of the teachers under the
law of Moses—one ready to accept Jesus as the teacher from
God. Jesus tells him, for him or any one to enter the king-
dom of heaven, he must be born anew. Nicodemus was not in
the kingdom of heaven. He was a subject of the Jewish law,
which only made them servants or slaves, and he must be
born into a higher and better. The kingdom of heaven was to
be a spiritual kingdom. In it the Spirit of God was to abide
and rule. It had not done this in the Jewish kingdom. In
this kingdom those who had been servants were to possess a
higher measure of the Spirit of God by which they were to be-
come sons of God. He here tells that the birth, instead of
being from the mother’s womb, is from the water and the
Spirit. They are the agents and instruments in producing the
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which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born ‘anew. 8 ®The
wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest
not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of

50r, The Spirit breatheth

birth. The Spirit is living, active, the water is inanimate. The
Spirit is the active agent, the water the instrument of the
birth. On the day of Pentecost the Spirit spoke through the
apostles—produced faith in the hearts of the people. “They
then that received his word were baptized: and there were
added unto them in that day about three thousand souls.” The
coming forth from the water of him who had believed through
the teaching of the Spirit was the birth of the water and the
Spirit as exemplified in the practice of the apostles. To this
the whole religious world has always agreed until of late a
few from partisan motives call it in question. [This last
statement is sanctioned by J. R. Graves, editor, The Tennessee
Baptist, as follows:

“If Brother Vaughn convinced us that born of water refers
to anything but the baptism of one previously born of the
Spirit, we never knew it, and we would have owned it to him
and to our readers. It means nothing else, and no Baptist
that we ever heard or read of ever believed otherwise until A.
Campbell frightened them away from an interpretation that is
sustained by the consensus of all scholars of all denominations
in all ages.”—(The Tennessee Baptist, page 5, October 30,
1886.”) ]

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit.—It is the fleshly part of man that
is born of the flesh, of his father and his mother; but it is the
spirit within man that must be born or begotten of the Spirit.
He is removing the difficulty in the mind of Nicodemus about
the possibility of being born again.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born anew.
—He tells him not to wonder, or think it impossible, that he
said, “Ye must be born anew.” All this is directing to the
point that it is not the fleshly body that is to be changed and
brought forth by the mother, but that it is the spirit of man
that is the subject of this birth.
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the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things
be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the teacher of Israel,
and understandest not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We
speak that which we know, and bear witness of that which we have seen;
and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I told you earthly things and ye be-

8 The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the
voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither
it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.—These
verses have been ever of great difficulty because men try to
get out of them what is not in them. Flesh in the mind of
Nicodemus is the difficulty Jesus is trying to remove. He in-
troduces the wind and its blowing which cannot be seen. It
blows where it will, no one can know by seeing whence it
comes or whither it goes, and then he says the one born of the
Spirit is like this. That is, it is the spirit of man unseen like
the wind and not the flesh, that is to be begotten of the Spirit
of God. The effort was to show Nicodemus that it was the
spiritual part of man, not the fleshly part, that is to be born
again. The man which is born, or begotten, of the Spirit is
not the fleshly man that you can see, but the intangible, spiri-
tual part of man—the spirit, invisible, like the wind. The
Spirit that begets is not compared to the wind, but the invisi-
ble spirit—inner man—that is, born of the Spirit is like the
wind—invisible.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these
things be?—He seems not to readily take in how one must be
born to enter the kingdom of God. He considered himself al-
ready in the kingdom of God. He thought he had been born
into it by fleshly birth as a member of the family of Abraham.
So he asked, “How can these things be ?”

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the teacher
of Israel, and understandest not these things?—Jesus shows
that he thinks a teacher of the Jews should understand these
simple truths. It had been taught by the prophets of the Jew-
ish law that a new principle would be introduced. (Jer. 31:
31-33.) Under the figure of the birth of water and the Spirit
this change in the character of the subjects of the kingdom of
heaven is told.

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we
know, and bear witness of that which we have seen; and ye
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lieve not, how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 And no one

receive not our witness.—Jesus was a witness from God of
those things he taught and yet his teaching was not received
and Nicodemus is slow to accept. It had been foretold by
prophets that a kingdom of higher spiritual power should be
established on earth and a teacher like Nicodemus should
know it. The great end of Jesus in this conversation was to
teach Nicodemus to enter the kingdom of heaven. He must
enter into a higher spiritual state than the Jews or others on
earth had enjoyed. He could be a child of God, could call him
Father, would have his sins forgiven once and forever, washed
away by the blood of Christ, not rolled forward as was done
under Moses. Among the Jews they were servants, slaves;
under Christ they must be children of God, must draw near to
God as a Father, and he would love and bless them as his chil-
dren. He must prepare for a closer walk with God in the
kingdom of heaven than men had hitherto known. This was
the leading end and thought of this talk with Nicodemus. Do
we read it to get this thought out of it? Or do we read it to
prove that baptism is a birth, a bringing forth from the water;
that baptism puts us into Christ; that without baptism we
cannot enter Christ or receive the blessings to be enjoyed in
Christ—the forgiveness of sins and the privileges of the
Lord’s blessings? This conversation illustrates and empha-
sizes these truths, but they do it only incidentally. The main
truth he was emphasizing was the higher honors and chiefest
glories of the kingdom of heaven over the honors and glories
of all other kingdoms on earth, human or divine. To under-
stand and appreciate this truth was needful to induce all, espe-
cially Jews, to leave these kingdoms of “less glory” and to
seek the more glorious kingdom of heaven. Not only did
Jesus hold up the transcendent beauties of the kingdom of
heaven in its purer life and holier privileges and honors and
insist on the purer life and more godly walk to fit them for
this, but all the apostles and inspired teachers from that time
forward insist on this superior life to fit them for the closer
walk with God.

12 If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall
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hath ascended into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son
of man, *who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wiiderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 15 that whosoever
"believeth may in him have eternal life.

*Many ancient authorities omit who is in heaven
“Or, believeth in him may have

ye believe if I tell you heavenly things?>—What he tells them
pertains to the kingdom of God here on earth and their rela-
tion to it. If ye do not receive this how shall ye believe when
I unfold to you the eternal things of the heavenly land?

13 And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that de-
scended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in heaven.
—No one else than Jesus who came down from heaven is
competent to teach these things. He calls himself the Son of
man, leaving his works to declare him to be the Son of God.
His home or citizenship is in heaven. This was written after
his ascension.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up;—When the Israel-
ites had murmured in the wilderness against Moses and
against God on account of the difficulties and trials of the
way, they had as a punishment been bitten by fiery serpents
and they died. The people came to Moses, confessed their
sins and asked Moses to pray for them that they might be
healed. Moses prayed for them and God told him to make a
brazen serpent and put it on a pole and all who looked upon it
should live. (Num. 21:9.) This seems to have been given as
a test of their faith in Moses. God has in all ages demanded
that man’s faith shall express itself in a bodily act. This was
the type of Jesus being lifted up on the cross that man might
be drawn to him in his service and be saved.

15 that whosoever believeth may in him have eternal life.—
Jesus was lifted up [on the cross] and slain that he might be
buried and rise again that men might believe on him. “When
ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I
am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father
taught me, I speak these things.” (8:28) “And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.” (12:
32.) The lifting up was the killing according to the prophe-
cies concerning him. He died [lifted from the earth to the
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cross] that he might rise again “Who was declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead; even Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(Rom. 1:4.) This believing in him on these testimonies led
them to so follow him as with him to enjoy life eternal.
Looking upon the serpent was the expression required in this
instance and it is given here as an illustration of the sinner
looking to Christ for salvation. The test of his faith is that he
is baptized into Christ. Being baptized into Christ was the
birth of water and the Spirit into the kingdom of God.

5. REMARKS ON THE MISSION OF JESUS AND THE SIN OF
UNBELIEF
3: 16-21

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish,
—God showed his love to the world, to free man, the head of
the world, by giving his Son to die for the world. He showed
his hatred of sin by giving his Son to die for the sins of the
world that man might be delivered from the dominion and
penalty of sin. God loved man despite his rebellion and sin,
and so loved him that he gave his Son to die to save man from
the result of his rebellion against God. That the death of
Jesus so satisfied the law that God “might himself be just, and
the justifier of him that hath faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3: 26.)
He at the same time showed man his love to him to excite in
man a corresponding love to God. “We love, because he first
loved us.” (1 John 4:19.) If we love God we will keep his
commandments. “For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments.” (1 John 5: 3.) “Blessed are they that
wash their robes, that they may have the right to come to the
tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city.”
(Rev. 22: 14.)

but have eternal life.—And being freed from sin that sepa-
rates from God and brings death they become the heirs of
eternal life with God. Faith in Christ leads man to follow
him that he may have life eternal. It does not mean a faith
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God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world
should be saved through him. 18 He that believeth on him is not judged: he
that believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath not believed on
the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment,
that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than
the light; for their works were evil. 20 For every one that *doeth evil hat-

8Or, practiseth

cross] that he might rise again, “who was declared to be the
bring everlasting life. But faith in God through Christ is the
great living principle that leads through obedience unto life
everlasting.

17 For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the
world ; but that the world should be saved through him.—The
world was in a state of condemnation before God on account
of their sins, and God sent his Son to open the way for their
return to God that they might return and be saved. God did
not send his Son in the world to condemn the world—they
were already in condemnation for their sins. He sent him to
save them from their sins—to bring them from under the sen-
tence of condemnation. Those who believed not in Christ
were already condemned. He came as a light into the world,
and men rejected him because they loved darkness and remain
in condemnation or under judgment. In coming to Christ a
man makes his own works manifest as wrought in God
through Christ.

18 He that believeth on him is not judged:—When he
speaks of believing on him he means an active, living faith
that works through love and is perfected by obedience to him
in whom he believes. Jesus having come, he has provided
that through faith in him man might come to God and be
saved. So those who believed in him were not under judg-
ment.

he that believeth not hath been judged already, because he
hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of
God.—Those who refused to believe in Christ were under con-
demnation before he came and his coming had given better
opportunities for believing and their condemnation was the
more severe because of their greater opportunities.

19 And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the
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eth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be *reproved.
21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works may be
made manifest, °that they have been wrought in God.

%0r, convicted
100r, because

world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for
their works were evil—The coming of Jesus and the addi-
tional light he shed abroad showed more clearly that they
loved darkness rather than the light, and he teaches that their
love for darkness was because their deeds were evil and they
did not wish their deeds exposed to and tested by the light.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and com-
eth not to the light, lest his works should be reproved.—
Those who do evil of choice show that they hate the light and
truth and seek to cover the exposure of their deeds that the
light would make.

21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his
works may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in
God.—Those who live according to the truth love the light
and rejoice in it that their works may be justified by the light
of truth.

6. JESUS AT THE JORDAN AND JOHN AT AENON
3:22-30
22 Afer these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Ju-
dza; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 23 And John also was

baptizing in Znon near to Salim, because there 'was much water there:
and they came, and were baptized. 24 For John was not yet cast into prison.

1Gr. were many waters

22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the
land of Judea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.
—The foregoing conversation occurred in Jerusalem. Jesus
then went into the country of Judea and tarried in the country
and baptized. Jesus baptized through his disciples. (4:2.)

23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim,—
There has been some dispute as to where Aenon was. It is
now generally accepted that it was in Samaria, due east of the
city of Samaria, about midway between it and the Jordan.

because there was much water there: and they came, and
were baptized.—The water was needed for purifying the mul-
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25 There arose therefore a questioning on the part of John’s disciples with a
Jew about purifying. 26 And they came unto John, and said to him, Rabbi,
he that was with thee beyond the Jordan, to whom thou hast borne witness,
behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 27 John answered and
said, A man can receive nothing, except it have been given him from heaven.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but, that
I am sent before him. 29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the

titudes that attended the preaching of John as well as to fur-
nish facilities for baptizing the people who came and were
baptized.

24 For John was not yet cast into prison.—Although Jesus
was now teaching, had begun his public ministry and through
his disciples was baptizing, John was not yet cast into prison
and was still teaching. Both Jesus and John were teaching at
the same time.

25 There arose therefore a questioning on the part of John’s
disciples with a Jew about purifying.—John taught the bap-
tism of repentance unto the remission of sins. Jesus was
teaching the same, and out of this grew some reasonings on
the subject of purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said to him, Rabbi, he
that was with thee beyond the Jordan, to whom thou hast
borne witness, behold, the same baptizeth,—The questionings
were brought to John whom they addressed as Rabbi, a rever-
ential term applied to a divine teacher, and in the conversa-
tion some of his disciples in a seemingly complaining spirit
told him that Jesus whom he baptized on the east side of the
Jordan and to whom he had borne witness as the Lamb of God
that takes away the sins of the world was baptizing and the
masses of the people were following him.

and all men come to him.—They seem to have grown some-
what jealous that the masses were leaving John to follow
Jesus.

27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, ex-
cept it have been given him from heaven.—However his disci-
ples may have regarded it, there was no feeling of jealousy
with him. He had to bear witness of Jesus as the Messiah
that was to come so he assured them, “what I am, and he is
given us from heaven, is in accordance with the will of God.”

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the
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friend of the bridegroom, that standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is made full. 30
He must increase, but I must decrease.

Christ, but, that I am sent before him.—He had from the be-
ginning testified that he was not the Christ, but is his messen-
ger and sent before him to make ready for his coming.

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend
of the bridegroom, that standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice:—He explains his
relation to Jesus by that of the friend of the bridegroom. He
stands so related to Christ.

this my joy therefore is made full.—The friend of the
bridegroom rejoices at the joy and success of the bridegroom
so the joy of John was completed or filled in the success of
Jesus.

30 He must increase,—He in this work is permanent and
must continually grow. The kingdom he came to set up will

become a great mountain, fill the whole earth, and stand for-
ever. (Dan.2:44)

but I must decrease.—John was preparing for Jesus, his
work would soon be swallowed up in that of the greater one
that he introduced.

7. SUPERIORITY OF THE SON AND THE BLESSING OF FAITH
3: 31-36

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is of
the earth, and of the earth he speaketh: ’he that cometh from heaven is
above all. 32 What he hath seen and heard, of that he beareth witness; and

2Some ancient authorities read he that cometh from heaven beareth witness of
what he hath seen and heard

31 He that cometh from above is above all:—The su-
premacy of Jesus over John is shown by their origin. Jesus
came from heaven and was with the Father before the world
was.

he that is of the earth is of the earth, and of the earth he
speaketh:—John was from the earth and speaks as of the
earth.

he that cometh from heaven is above all.—He who came
from heaven is above all, the leader sent from God.

32 What he hath seen and heard, of that he beareth wit-
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no man receiveth his witness. 33 He that hath received his witness hath set
his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh
the words of God: for he giveth not the Spirit by measure. 35 The Father
loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 36 He that believeth
on the Son hath eternal life; but he that *obeyeth not the Son shall not see
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.

30r, believeth not

ness; and no man receiveth his witness.—Jesus who came
from heaven testifies what he heard in heaven and the world
did not believe him. The next sentence shows that this was
not to be received as literally true.

33 He that hath received his witness hath set his seal to
this, that God is true.—While but few received him, he who
did receive him confessed in his heart that God is true.

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God:
—Jesus sent from God spoke the words he had heard from
God. As a reason for this, he says:

for he giveth not the Spirit by measure.—God gave the
Spirit in its fullness without measure to Jesus the Messiah.
To all others, apostles, and prophets God gave his Spirit by
measure or in modified portions.

35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into
his hand.—God loved the Son and the Son sought only to do
the will of God so he gave all things of this world into the
hands of the Son. Jesus said, “All authority hath been given
unto me in heaven and on earth.” (Matt. 28: 18.) And “He
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.” (John 13: 20.)

36 He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life;—He who
believes on Jesus so as to give himself up to the guidance of
Jesus is an heir of eternal life because being led by the Son of
God brings eternal life.

but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abideth on him.—He who does not trust and fol-
low God will never see the eternal life, but the wrath of God
abides upon him.

8. JESUS LEAVES JUDEA AN4D lJ(‘?URNEYS TOWARD GALILEE

1 When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus

1 When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had
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himself baptized not, but his disciples), 3 he left Judaa, and departed again
into Galilee. 4 And he must needs pass through Samaria. 5 So he cometh
to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob

heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples
than John—Baptism was the act in which the people declared
themselves the disciples of John (Luke 7: 30), and the bap-
tism of Christ stood in the same relation to Christ and disci-
pleship. It is thought that this leaving Judea was to avoid
conflict with the Pharisees.

2 (although Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples),
—What the disciples did by the command of Jesus, Jesus did
through them. The disciples baptized the people in obedience
to Christ, and the Holy Spirit said that Jesus baptized them.
Jesus was in his disciples teaching and baptizing persons dur-
ing his lifetime. If those baptized by his disciples were bap-
tized by Jesus, all acts performed by the disciples by direction
of Jesus were performed by Jesus. Jesus was in his disciples
working for the salvation of the world from sin. Just as God
the Father was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself so
was Christ in the disciples teaching and entreating the world
to be reconciled to God through Christ.

3 he left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.—He left
Judea where the Pharisees chiefly controlled and went back to
Galilee where the religious parties were not so bitter.

4 And he must needs pass through Samaria.—Samaria lay
between Judea and Galilee. In going from one to the other
Samaria must be passed through or the person must cross the
river Jordan, go on the east side, and cross over to Judea be-
low the southern boundary of Samaria. This greatly increased
the distance.

5 So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to
the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph:—Sy-
char was near the city of Samaria, in the land of Ephraim, the
son of Joseph. Jacob had bought this land of Hamor, She-
chem’s father. (Gen. 33: 18-20.) He gave this to Joseph and
Joseph’s bones were brought up from Egypt and buried near
to Shechem. (Josh. 23: 32, 33.)
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gave to his son Joseph: 6 and Jacob’s ‘well was there. Jesus therefore,
being wearied with his journey, sat °thus by the ‘well. It was about the

$Gr. spring: and so in ver. 14; but not in ver. 11, 12
50r, as he was. Comp. ch. 13. 25

6 and Jacob’s well was there.—This well was noted and had
the reputation of having been dug by Jacob or his servants.
Lieutenant Anderson in 1866 descended to the bottom, found
it seventy-five feet deep, walled with stones, and dry at the
time. [McGarvey says: “Jacob’s well is still there, about one
hundred yeards from the foot of Mt. Gerizim, which rises high
above it to the west. The well is a perfect cylinder, seven and
a half feet in diameter, and it is walled with stones of good
size, smoothly dressed, and nicely fitted together. It is an ex-
cellent piece of masonry. Its depth was stated by the earliest
modern who visited it (Maundrel) at one hundred five feet,
and it then contained fifteen feet of water. In 1839 it was
found to be seventy-five feet deep with ten or twelve feet of
water. All visitors of more recent date have found it dry and
gradually filling up from the habit of throwing stones into it
to hear the reverberation when they strike the bottom. [This
accounts for its depth at different times.] When the writer
was there in 1879 his tapeline struck the bottom at sixty-five
feet. The top of the well is arched over like a cistern and a
circular opening is left about twenty inches in diameter.
Another opening of irregular shape has been broken through
the arch, and when you look into one of these the light admit-
ted by the other enables you to examine the walls.”]

Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus by
the well. —Jesus sat upon the stone at the well while his disci-
ples went to the town of Sychar to buy food.

It was about the sixth hour.—The sixth hour was most

probably twelve o’clock, though some place it at six in the
evening.
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9. HE CONVERSES WITH THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
4: 7-26

sixth hour. 7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus
saith unto her, Give me to drink. 8 For his disciples were gone away into
the city to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him,
How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who am a Samaritan
woman? (°For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans). 10 Jesus an-

8Some ancient authorities omit For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus
saith unto her, Give me to drink.—The Samaritans were a
mongrel race that had grown up in Samaria from the importa-
tion of Assyrians after the deporting of the Israelites from the
land. (2 Kings 17: 24.) These imported Assyrians married
with the poorer classes of the Israelites that remained in the
country. At first they gave only a formal worship to the God
of heaven while still worshiping the gods of Assyria. The
Jews persistently refused all association with them as equals
or as worshipers of their God. The Samaritans kept up the
worship at the same places at whicn the ten tribes who for-
sook the house of David in the days of Jeroboam, that is, Beth-
el and Dan.

8 For his disciples were gone away into the city to buy
food.—The Jews, while refusing all social and religious asso-
ciations or intercourse, traded with them so the disciples had
gone to this Samaritan city to buy provisions.

9 The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, How is it
that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who am a Samari-
tan woman?—The Samaritans would have been pleased to as-
sociate with the Jews, so when Jesus asked a favor of the
woman and spoke in a kindly social way she was surprised
and asked him how he could do so.

(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans).—They re-
garded them as unclean and would not accept courtesies at
their hands, although they bought from and sold to them.
She did not refuse the water, but expressed a surprise that he
asked it of her. Jesus came to break down all these partition
walls, national and race prejudices, and to unite all who would
follow him into one brotherhood.
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swered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have given thee living water. 11 The woman saith unto him, Sir,
thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou
that living water? 12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us
the well, and drank thereof himself, and his sons, and his cattle? 13 Jesus

70r, Lord

10 Jesus answered and said unto her,—The answer Jesus
made to her shows that his purpose was to introduce the
question of her spiritual condition and to direct her mind to
his mission to make known the will of God to the world.

If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him,—
The gift of God spoken of here meant the offer of eternal
life to the world and that he was their Messiah to bring
salvation to the world.

and he would have given thee living water.—He meant the
spiritual blessings he could give to the world. Jesus did not
explain his course, or argue the matter with her, but at once
laid before her the great end for which he came into the world
—his gift to the nations. The water of life, or living water,
represents the life-giving blessings to which the teaching of
Jesus leads men.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to
draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou that
living water?>—The woman failed to understand his meaning
and suggested the difficulties of his getting water out of the
well. Her mind was fleshly, sensual, and material. She could
think of nothing but literal water, and knew of none better
than that in Jacob’s well. [See comments, verse 6.]

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well, and drank thereof himself, and his sons, and his cattle?
—She gives the tradition concerning Jacob’s digging and
using and giving the well to his descendants. How much of
this is real, how much tradition we can never tell, as the tradi-
tions never grow less as time passes concerning such things.
They had come to reverence Jacob as a saint, second only to
Abraham as the father of the Israelites. She felt it was pre-
sumptuous for any one to promise more in the way of water
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answered and said unto her, Every one that drinketh of this water shall
thirst again: 14 but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a
well of water springing up unto eternal life. 15 The woman saith unto him,
'Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come all the way hither to
draw. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17

than that found in Jacob’s well, which had slaked the thirst of
their fathers for nearly two thousand years.

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that drink-
eth of this water shall thirst again:—Jesus tries again to di-
rect her mind away from this material water to the water of
spiritual life. This water gives temporary relief.

14 but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him
should become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal
life.—The water that he offered would abide with him who
drank it and would give eternal life. He draws the contrast.
The water which I give him will never let him thirst again.
It shall be a perpetual fountain, or spring, of water within his
soul, not only preventing thirst, but giving everlasting life.
He is seeking to impress her with the truth that he promises
not literal water, but spiritual water that gives eternal life.
The blessings that bring spiritual life are frequently repre-
sented as living water. (7:38, 39.) And then in the New Je-
rusalem is “a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceed-
ing out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.” (Rev. 22:1.)

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir give me this water, that I
thirst not, neither come all the way hither to draw.—The
woman takes in the truth that the effects of the water he
promised were permanent, but she thought it relieved from
the fleshly thirst, and its possession would relieve her from
coming to the well for water again.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come
hither—He has failed to reach her spiritual nature by the
figure of the living water so he seeks to reach her in a differ-
ent way. He knew her condition and character and opened a
way to impress her with his divine knowledge by telling the
plain facts of her life. He suited his instruction to her capaci-
ties.
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The woman answered and said unto him, I have no husband. Jesus saith unto
her, Thou saidst well, I have no husband: 18 for thou hast had five hus-
bands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: this hast thou said
truly. 19 The woman saith unto him, 'Sir, I perceive that thou art a proph-
et. 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jeru-

10r, Lord

17 The woman answered and said unto him, I have no hus-
band. Jesus saith unto her, Thou saidst well, I have no hus-
band :—She promptly replied, “I have no husband.” Jesus
accedes to this and tells her important facts concerning her
former life and present relations not creditable to her. She rec-
ognizes that only superhuman power could have made this
known to him.

18 for thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now
hast is not thy husband: this hast thou said truly.—This with
his former speech and demeanor impressed her that he pos-
sessed more than human knowledge. He shows his knowl-
edge of her past and present life and lays bare her present sin-
ful state.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art
a prophet.—The promptness of the confession shows the can-
dor and readiness of the woman to accept the truth. His
bearing and conversation, although she failed to take in the
points of his instruction, had impressed her with his sincerity
and high character. When he showed his knowledge of her
past life, she saw and owned he was a prophet. This was the
same kind of testimony he used to convince Nathanael. (2:
50.) He knew things without learning them in the ordinary
way, and it at once directed the woman’s mind to the subject
of worship, and, as he was a Jew, to the difference between
the Samaritans and the Jews.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain;—“OQur fa-
thers” were the ten tribes that broke away from the house of
David under the lead of Jeroboam. These Samaritans claimed
these as their fathers, although they were a mixed race de-
scended from them. Jeroboam set up two altars and made
two calves—one in Bethel, the other in Dan. Mount Gerizim
is the mount here spoken of.
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salem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father. 22 Ye worship that which ye know

and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought
to worship.—That he was a prophet and a Jew brought to her
mind at once the difference between the Jews and the Samari-
tans. The Jews had persistently charged the Samaritans with
forsaking God in leaving Jerusalem and the temple in which
God had recorded his name and where he promised to meet
his people at the mercy seat, and had made a calf at Bethel
and met to worship at Mount Gerizim instead of Jerusalem.
Moses says, “But unto the place which Jehovah your God
shall choose out of all your tribes, to put his name there, even
unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt
come.” (Deut. 12: 5.) He selected Jerusalem. Solomon
built the temple, and God promised there to meet his children.
“Jehovah said unto him [Solomon], I have heard thy prayer
and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have
hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name
there for ever; and mine eyes and my heart shall be there per-
petually.” (1 Kings 9: 3.) From this time forward to go
elsewhere to worship than to Jerusalem was to forsake God.
So the prophets taught and the woman refers to this teaching.

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour com-
eth, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye
worship the Father.—Jesus had come to supplant and swallow
up this work of a merely local nature of both Jews and Samar-
itans and to substitute the spiritual worship of which the Jew-
ish law and order was a material type. Jesus did not mean
that in the future persons might not worship God either in Je-
rusalem or in this mountain. He meant that hereafter the
worship of God would not be confined to either of these
places, but that all who would could worship God wherever
they might be. Whoever worships God according to the truth
would be accepted of him. The time had come when the true
spiritual temple of God should be opened to all the nations of
the earth, and when the worship should not be confined to Je-
rusalem nor to this mountain. Jesus came to introduce this
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not: we worship that which we know; for salvation is from the Jews. 23
But the hour cometh, and now is, wheén the true worshippers 1 worship
the Father in spirit and truth: *or such doth the Father seek to be his wor-
shippers. 24 *God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in

30r, for such the Father also seeketh
30r, God is Spinit

era and says, “The hour cometh,” or is now coming, when this
shall be done. The local and external shall give way to the
spiritual and eternal.

22 Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that
which we know;—He kept before her the truth that in for-
saking God’s appointments they ceased to worship God.
They did not know who they were worshiping. Jesus, while
seeking to open the mind of the woman to the truth, con-
demns the sin of the Israelites in forsaking Jerusalem and the
temple worship. In doing so they forsook God, and wor-
shiped they knew not what. They claimed to worship God,
but to reject his order is to turn from him.

for salvation is from the Jews.—Salvation was to come
through the family of Abraham of whom the Jews were the
representatives. Salvation comes through the Jews that were
true to the worship of God.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worship-
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such
doth the Father seek to be his worshippers.—Jesus came to
introduce this worship that was spiritual. The heart of man
was to be enlisted. Man’s spirit must lead to the service.
This worship must be regulated by the truth of God. In this
new covenant God said, “I will put my laws into their mind,
and on their heart also will I write,” and all the service must
be from the heart. The introduction of it was future, now at
hand. Jesus was even now introducing it. He more clearly
tells them the hour now is when the true worshiper shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth. This means the worship
shall not be formal, local, and mechanical as it had been
greatly among the Jews, but it should be from the heart. The
heart shall be enlisted and the spirit molded by the truths of
God, and that henceforth God will seek only the worship of
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spirit and truth. 25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah com-
eth (he that is called Christ) : when he is come, he will declare unto us all
things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

those who worship him from the heart. This was bringing
out the contrast between the worship under the law of Moses
and of Christ.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship
in spirit and truth.—He is not flesh and blood as men are. He
is a Spirit and unseen by mortal eyes. The natural and seen
are temporal and must pass away. The Spirit is unseen and
eternal. God is Spirit and the spirit of man must worship
God not simply an outward fleshly conformity to his law that
seems to have satisfied the demands of the law of Moses.
Although under the law of Moses a higher life of faith was
possible and was accomplished by many. They who worship
God must worship with the spirit or the soul and in truth. A
spiritual being like God can be pleased with worship only
when it comes from the heart and all worship to him must be
guided by truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh
(he that is called Christ): when he is come, he will declare
unto us all things.—This thought seems to have been rather
beyond the comprehension of the woman and she evades a di-
rect reply. The Samaritans, in common with the Jews, looked
for a coming Savior. They still maintained a nominal wor-
ship of the true God while refusing to follow his laws. He is
called in the scripture Messiah. Messiah is Hebrew; Christ,
Greek ; Anointed, English. Both the Jews and the Samaritans
looked for the prophet to come that would make known the
full and perfect law of God. The bearing of Christ and the
revelation that he had made to her reminded her of this prom-
ise—not that she was ready to acknowledge him as Christ, but
her mind had been led out to think of Christ by what he said
to her.

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.—This
is the most direct declaration made by Jesus to one he was
teaching that he was the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God,
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the Prophet that was to come. He more frequently called
himself the Son of man and left his works and teaching to de-
clare him to be the Son of God. But this woman was a Sa-
maritan, in many respects mentally and socially and in knowl-
edge of the scriptures inferior to the Jews. She was fleshly,
sensual, dull of perceiving spiritual truth, but frank and can-
did, simplehearted, ready to receive the truth, and Jesus met
her in the same spirit of open and direct declaration of the
truth suited to her wants. The pains and patience of Jesus to
reach this woman with the stains on her character ought to be
an assurance to his followers that such are open to salvation
and frequently the first to be reached. Another thought wor-
thy of consideration is when Jesus would reach the people of
Samaria he did not seek the great, the noble, the intellectual.
He met the humble, ignorant woman, who lived with a man
not her husband and brought the truth to her heart and
through her reached others. It is much more easy to reach
the poor, simple-minded, open sinners than the self-righteous,
who pride themselves upon their wealth, social position, or
learning, and who cover and hide their sins. All who can be
really reached by the word of God can be much more readily
reached by Christians of this class than by those in what is
called the higher circle of life. Man looks at the outward ap-
pearance; God looks at the heart. When the heart is right,
God uses the person, and works his own ends.

10. REMARKS TO THE DISCIPLES
4:27-38

27 And upon this came his disciples; and they marvelled that he was
speaking with a woman; yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why

27 And upon this came his disciples; and they marvelled
that he was speaking with a woman ;—[Christ’s disciples had
left him at the well while they went to the town of Sychar to
buy food.] This conversation had occurred during their ab-
sence in the city. On their return they were surprised to find
him talking with the woman because of the antipathy the
Jews cultivated toward the Samaritans.
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speakest thou with her? 28 So the woman left her waterpot, and went away
into the city, and saith to the people, 29 Come, see a man, who told me all
things that ever I did: can this be the Christ? 30 They went out of the city,
and were coming to him. 31 In the mean while the disciples prayed him,

yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou
with her?>—But they have learned enough of him to know re-
monstrance would be vain. Jesus never had a doubt or feel-
ing of uncertainty in what he did.

28 So the woman left her waterpot, and went away into the
city, and saith to the people,—The return of the disciples
seems to have interrupted the conversation, and the woman at
once bethought her of the people in the city, and in the inten-
sity of her feeling she seems to have forgotten her mission to
the well and in her haste she left the waterpot she brought
and hastened to the city.

29 Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever I did:
—She told as she went that she had found a man who could
tell her all she had ever done. [He had told her some things
about her life and doubtless conscience had told her the rest.
She felt all was known to him and naturally exaggerates by
saying, “He told me all about my life.”]

can this be the Christ?>—This question was suggestive and
led them to believe what Jesus had directly told her. [She
did not say he is the Christ—"“Can this be the Christ?” Had
she asserted he was the Christ probably they would not have
believed her, but her modest manner excited their curiosity
and made them willing to see and hear.]

30 They went out of the city, and were coming to him.—
This aroused enough interest or curiosity to cause the people
to go out and see and talk with this newly-found prophet.
[Her success was immediate. I take it they were not skepti-
cal people, but were waiting for the Deliverer.]

31 In the mean while the disciples prayed him, saying,
Rabbi, eat.—While she was going and the people were coming
from the city, the disciples prepared the food and asked him to
eat. [While the woman was spreading the news, the disciples
were preparing and pressing upon the Master to eat the food
they had secured.]
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saying, Rabbi, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye
know not. 33 The disciples therefore said one to another, Hath any man
brought him aught to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work. 35 Say not ye, There
are yet four months, and then cometh the harvest? behold, I say unto you,
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are ‘white already unto

4Or, white unto harvest. Already he that reapeth &c.

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know
not.—[‘“Man shall not live by bread alone.” He had been
lifted above hunger by the eagerness of his success.]

33 The disciples therefore said one to another, Hath any
man brought him aught to eat?—They had left him when they
went into the city wearied and no doubt hungry. They had
returned, prepared food, and now he declines to eat. Jesus
told them he had sources of strength and satisfaction of which
they were ignorant.

34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him
that sent me, and to accomplish his work.—[“Meat” in the
scriptures means not only flesh, but any kind of food.] The
doing the will of his Father supplied the place of food and re-
freshed and strengthened him in body as well as spirit. Here
are two persons becoming so interested in spiritual truths pre-
sented that they forgot their fleshly wants and external de-
mands. One in teaching the truth of God, and the other for-
gets the water for which she had gone to the well. Jesus for-
gets his weariness and hunger in the desire to save a soul and
accomplish the work unto which he was sent.

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh
the harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields, that they are white already unto harvest.—
[In Palestine harvesting began about the middle of April.
Jesus spoke about the middle of December.] It is thought
that this was four months before the harvest time ; whether or
not, it was an admonition that the spiritual harvest was al-
ways ready for the reaping. It teaches, too, that Jesus in his
wisdom chose an humble, lowly sinner, one ready to confess
her sins, rather than the rich and learned and self-righteous
through whom to reach and influence a whole community.
This is so unlike the wisdom of men which seeks the wealthy,



4: 35-38.] JOHN 67

harvest. 36 He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life
eternal; that he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 37
For herein is the saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 38 I sent

you to reap that whereon ye have not labored: others have labored, and ye
are entered into their labor.

the learned, the respectable through whom to reach communi-
ties. It teaches too that we ought to improve all openings
and opportunities to preach the gospel no matter how un-
promising they may appear. These lowly candid sinners are
much more easily reached than the self-righteous, self-satis-
fied classes. They are also much more effective in carrying
the truth to others.

36 He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal; that he that soweth and he that reapeth may
rejoice together.—One who improves all opportunities, who
does not despise the day of small things, who is constant
about the work of the Father will receive wages and in his
work will bear fruit unto eternal life, both he who sows and
the fruit he bears will enjoy eternal life. [They who reap a
harvest of souls will receive spiritual wages; not earthly pay
in money, such as reapers in harvest fields reap, nor of fame,
or position, but the happiness of doing the greatest work on
earth and a crown that fadeth not away in the world to come.
“Gathereth fruit” means souls that are gathered as the
sheaves in the heavenly garner. There saved souls and the
reaper rejoice together.]

37 For herein is the saying true, One soweth, and another
reapeth.—Jesus was now reaping what had been sown by oth-
ers. He was reaping where Moses and the prophets had
sown. Even this despised Samaritan woman had been pre-
pared to look for the Messiah who would bring all things to
their knowledge.

38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye have not labored:
others have labored, and ye are etered into their labor.—]Je-
sus sent his disciples to preach and reap what had been sown
by others. This is the order of God in the natural and spiri-
tual world. One sows; they who follow him reap. [“Sent” is
a verb past and refers to an event previous to the present inci-
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dent. The disciples had baptized “more than John” (4: 1),
so many that John’s disciples reported that “all men come to
him” (3: 26). Christ’s disciples who had baptized all of these
(4: 2) were reaping the fruit of John’s sowing, to a great de-
gree, supplemented by the labors of Christ. John had sown;
they were reaping. While on earth Christ sowed and later at
Pentecost, in Judea, and in Samaria, his disciples entered into
his labors. See the reaping of what he had sown in Samaria.
(Acts 8: 5-8.) This principle is true now.]

11. RESULTS IN SYCHAR AND ARRIVAL IN GALILEE
4: 39-45

39 And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because of
the word of the woman, who testified, He told me all things that ever I did.
40 So when the Samaritans came unto him, they besought him to abide with
them: and he abode there two days. 41 And many more believed because of

39 And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on
him because of the word of the woman, who testified, He told
me all things that ever I did.—The woman was a dull, but
candid, woman. She was living a life of adultery. This was
probably so common among her people as not to incur the os-
tracism it has in later years. Her earnest and candid statement
of what had passed between her and Jesus moved many to be-
lieve on Christ through her. The fervid earnestness of a can-
did person causes conviction frequently. [She had borne tes-
timony of Christ as best she could. Though an humble
woman, she had not preached Christ in vain. This demon-
strates what one poor soul can do for Christ.]

40 So when the Samaritans came unto him, they besought
him to abide with them:—To converse with the woman in a
social, friendly way, the willingness to accept a favor as small
as a drink of water, the feeling of interest in her were matters
of surprise to her and the disciples and encouraged the people
to insist on his remaining with them for a time.

and he abode there two days.—The remaining with them
for two days as a teacher instructing them in the truth of God
was no doubt a shock to the prejudices of the disciples and a
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his word; 42 and they said to the woman, Now we believe, not because of
thy speaking: for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed
the Saviour of the world.

surprise to the Samaritans. Yet the disciples submitted. The
Samaritans felt flattered and induced them to hear him more
readily. On the part of Jesus it was the beginning of break-
ing down the wall of separation between the different nations
and peoples that would be completed in his death. [It was in-
deed a strange invitation for a Samaritan city to extend to a
Jew, but no more strange than for a Jewish teacher to accept
it.]

41 And many more believed because of his word ;—The re-
sult of his stay was that many more believed in him through
his teachings. |They heard for themselves his teaching re-
garding water of life and they recognized in him a divine
teacher. He worked no miracle as at Jerusalem, but how dif-
ferent the course of the self-righteous Pharisee!]

42 and they said to the woman, Now we believe, not be-
cause of thy speaking: for we have heard for ourselves, and
know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.—The feel-
ing of the people toward the woman is shown in their think-
ing it more creditable to believe on Jesus from hearing him
than from the report she gave of him. So they rather taunt
her that they believed through the teachings of the Savior.
But Jesus seems to have accepted the faith of both, and I can-
not resist the feeling that he was better pleased with those
who the more readily believed on him, even through the poor
woman. Only one point was needed to fix the faith in Christ.
That is, is God with him, does he talk and act in divine au-
thority? If so, all he says or claims to be is to be believed.
The readiness to believe, like Nathanael, the Israelite without
guile, like this woman on the first clear evidence of superhu-
man knowledge and of those who readily received her testi-
mony, is the evidence of an artless and candid heart and soul
and is more pleasing to God than those who are slower to ac-
cept the divine evidence or act on the simple instruction of the
Savior.
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43 And after the two days he went forth from thence into Galilee. 44
For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honor in his own country.
45 So when he came into Galilee, the Galilzans received him, having seen
all the things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto
the feast.

43 And after the two days he went forth from thence into
Galilee.—After the two days delay in his journey towards
Galilee from Jerusalem he continued it.

44 For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honor
in his own country.—Exactly what country he regarded as his
own in this statement is difficult to determine. While born in
Judea, he was generally regarded as a Galilean. It may possi-
bly have been spoken to show his approbation of his reception
in Samaria on his leaving it.

45 So when he came into Galilee, the Galileans received
him, having seen all the things that he did in Jerusalem at the
feast: for they also went unto the feast.—He had wrought
miracles at the feast in Jerusalem. Many Galileans had been
in Judea, saw the miracles he performed there and so were
ready to receive him on his return to Galilee. They may have
been the application of the adage stated above. These Gali-
leans had gone to Judea to hear of his great works.

12. SECOND MIRACLE IN CANA
4:46-54

46 He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he made the
water wine. And there was a certain ®*nobleman, whose son was sick at Ca-
pernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judza into Galilee,
he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his
son; for he was at the point of death. 48 Jesus therefore said unto him,

30r, king’s officer

46 He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he
made the water wine.—Cana was not far from Nazareth
where Jesus grew to manhood. There he had wrought his
first miracle.

And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at
Capernaum.— [ Probably he was connected in some way with
royalty, though not certain.]

47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into
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Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no wise believe. 49 The
*nobleman saith unto him, 'Sir, come down ere my child die. 50 Jesus saith
unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. The man believed the word that
Jesus spake unto him, and he went his way. 51 And as he was now going
down, his °servants met him, saying, that his son lived. 52 So he inquired of
them the hour when he began to amend. They said therefore unto him, Yes-
terday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 53 So the father knew that it
was at that hour in which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself

8Gr. bondservants

Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would
come down, and heal his son; for he was at the point of death.
—[In some way he knew of the works of Jesus. His coming
to Jesus shows that he was regarded as a prophet in Galilee.]

48 Jesus therefore said unto him, Except ye see signs and
wonders, ye will in no wise believe.—The Jews generally
sought signs and wonders. Jesus to call out a manifestation

of the man’s faith said, “Except ye see these things ye will not
believe.”

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my
child die.—The earnestness of his entreaty and the anxiety for
his son showed the sincerity and nobility of his faith.

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth.—Jesus
saw in his earnest entreaty the manifestation of an earnest
and humble faith, and in response to this faith Jesus did more
than he asked. He healed the son without going down.

The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto him, and
he went his way.—It was another manifestation of his trust-
ing faith that he was willing to accept this assurance and to
return home without Jesus.

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him,
saying, that his son lived.—The change for the better in the
condition of the child was so marked that servants were sent
out to assure him that his son was much better and doubtless
that Jesus need not come.

52 So he inquired of them the hour when he began to
amend.—That he might be sure that the healing was due to
the power of Jesus, he asked the time of the change.

They said therefore unto him, Yesterday at the seventh
hour the fever left him.—[Seventh hour is one o’clock—being
the hour Jesus spoke and the fever left.]
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believed, and his whole house. 54 This is again the second sign that Jesus
did, having come out of Judaa into Galilee.

53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus
said unto him, Thy son liveth:—They told the hour at which
the fever left him. It corresponded to the time at which Jesus
said he lived.

and himself believed, and his whole house.—This gave as-
surance to his faith, and his testimony caused the others of his
household to believe with him.

54 This is again the second sign that Jesus did, having come
out of Judaea into Galilee.—The miracle at Cana had occurred
on his coming out of Galilee, and this was under the same
conditions. [Jesus had worked miracles in Judea, but this
was the second worked in Galilee. The first was in Cana; he
was at Cana when he worked the second, but the beneficiary
was at Capernaum.]

This was a physical not a spiritual healing. In spiritual
healing the spirit, the soul, the heart, the inner man, must
enter into the service, must be molded into the likeness of
God. This is done by faith in God. Faith is the medium be-
tween the heart of man and God, who is a Spirit. Then the
teacher of the word must come into, and be accepted and con-
formed to by, the spirit in man before his influence can be
brought to bear on the spirit of man to mold and influence the
man’s spirit. The Spirit of God dwells in the church only to
the extent that the word of God dwells in, is cherished by, and
controls the heart of man. Being in the church, unless he
cherishes the word of God, does not secure to him the pres-
ence of the Spirit of God. We are the temples of the Spirit of
God only as the word of God dwells in and controls our
hearts. The Spirit of God dwelling in the heart makes us
Christians. When the Spirit of God dwells in the heart, we
will obey the Lord Jesus Christ, not before. The truth saves
by molding the heart, the soul, the character of man, into the
likeness of Christ, into a fitness to dwell with him and his con-
genial spirits in the world of glory forever.



PART SECOND

EVENTS BETWEEN THE DEPARTURE INTO
GALILEE AND THE LAST VISIT
TO JERUSALEM
5:1to 11: 57

SECTION ONE

A MIRACLE AND A DISPUTATION IN JERUSALEM
5: 1-47

1. AN IMPOTENT MAN MADE WHOLE
5:1-9

I After these things there was 'a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.

2 Now there 1s in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in
Hebrew °Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a multitude of them

1Many ancient authorities read the feast. (Comp. ch. 2. 13?)
2Some ancient authorities read Bethsaida, others Bethzatha

1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews; and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.—This feast is generally regarded
as the Passover feast, although it is nowhere said to be so,
and there is nothing so determining. If this be a Passover
feast, it makes certain that the public ministry of Jesus lasted
three and a half years. Without this there is no certainty
about this. The attendance at the Passover feasts is the clear-
est indication of the time of his public ministry. John tells of
his attendance at the feasts in Jerusalem, and of his teaching
and work there much more fully than do the other gospel
writers.

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate—It is
thought that this is the gate through which the sheep for sac-
rifice were generally brought.

a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda,—This pool and
its qualities are not mentioned by any other writer of the
Bible. Its identity and locality have not been fixed with cer-
tainty. Whether there was real curative property in the wa-
ters is not certain. Among the superstitious people imagina-
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that were sick, blind, halt, withered* 5 And a certain man was there, who
had been thirty and eight years in his infirmity. 6 When Jesus saw him
lying, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto
him, Wouldest thou be made whole? 7 The sick man answered him, *Sir, I
have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while

3IMany ancient authorities insert, wholly or in part, wasting for the moving of the
water: 4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and
troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in
2cas made whole, with whatsoever disease he was holden

‘Or, Lord

tion is so active that reputation for healing is frequently kept
up for centuries when the imagination does all that is done for
them. The record here gives no intimation that Jesus
thought the healing genuine. He heals entirely independent
of the waters.

having five porches.—These were five sheltered entrances to
the pool called porches.

3 In these lay a multitude of them that were sick, blind,
halt, withered.—The sick would remain waiting for the mov-
ing of the waters. Multitudes were attracted to try the
efficacy of the water in healing the diseases. The fourth verse
is left out of the American Revised Version. It is thought by
many that it was an intermittent spring, rising and flowing at
regular times, then ceasing. Such springs are known in dif-
ferent parts of the world. It would not be difficult to give
currency to the idea that an angel did this.

5 And a certain man was there, who had been thirty and
eight years in his infirmity.—The long affliction indicates the
incurable nature and little probability of relief.

6 When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he had been
now a long time in that case,—Jesus knew either by inquiry
or from his superhuman power of knowing things. The con-
text does not show the source of this knowledge. His help-
lessness appealed to the Master.

he saith unto him, Wouldest thou be made whole?—Jesus
doubtless knew he wished to be healed and asked this ques-
tion by way of introduction to the sufferer.

7 The sick man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the

water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am
coming, another steppeth down before me.—This answer
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I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith unto him,
Arise, take up thy °bed, and walk. 9 And straightway the man was made
whole, and took up his °bed and walked.

Now it was the sabbath on that day. 10 So the Jews said unto him that

50r, pallet

shows that something like the condition described in verse 4,
in the Common Version, was supposed to exist. His poverty
and his complete helplessness prevented his securing the ben-
efit, whether real or supposed, of water.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Arise, take up thy bed, and walk.—
Such a case especially commended itself to Jesus.

9 And straightway the man was made whole, and took up
his bed and walked. Now it was the sabbath on that day.—
The man made the effort to obey Jesus. Jesus supplied the
power and he was relieved of the infirmity. God’s help al-
ways comes to those receiving it in the effort to obey him.

2. JESUS ACCUSED OF SABBATH BREAKING
5: 10-18

was cured, It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for thee to take up thy °bed.
11 But he answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me,
Take up thy °bed, and walk. 12 They asked him, Who is the man that said
unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 13 But he that was healed knew not

10 So the Jews said unto him that was cured, It is the sab-
bath, and it is not lawful for thee to take up thy bed.—It was
contrary to the law of Moses to carry any burden on the Sab-
bath. The Jews raised the question of observing the Sabbath
—first as to the healed man carrying his bed, and afterwards
as to the sinfulness of healing on the Sabbath (verse 16).
(See Neh. 13:19; Jer. 17:21.)

11 But he answered them, He that made me whole, the
same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.—The man
wisely concluded that God was with one who could heal as he
had been healed, and if he could heal he had authority to so
far control him as to authorize him to carry his bed home.

12 They asked him, Who is the man that said unto thee,
Take up thy bed, and walk?—They were somewhat incredu-
lous about the healing and asked who had done it. It is a lit-
tle singular that the man did not find out when Jesus healed
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who it was; for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in the
place. 14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing befall thee. 15
The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him
whole. 16 And for this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he did
these things on the sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, My Father work-

him who he was, but it was done quickly and brought great
surprise to the healed man and Jesus quickly passed from his
presence.

13 But he that was healed knew not who it was; for Jesus
had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in the place.—
The man had to tell them he did not know who had wrought
the great cure by his word as he had gone away.

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto
him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse
thing befall thee.--Jesus on meeting him in the temple warned
him if he sinned again greater evil would come upon him.
This seems to imply that this evil had come upon him as the
result of his sin. The Jews believed this, yet Jesus told his
disciples (9: 2, 3) that neither the blind man nor his parents
had sinned to bring on his blindness.

15 The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus
who had made him whole.—On their meeting in the temple,
Jesus made himself known to the healed man, and he seems to
have sought the inquiring Jews at once and told them it was
Jesus.

16 And for this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he
did these things on the sabbath.—The persecution of Jesus for
what they claimed as breaking the Sabbath began here and it
resulted in the effort to slay him.

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh even until
now, and I work.—]Jesus justified his healing the man on the
ground that his Father worketh hitherto or unto now, and fol-
lowing his example he works. It seems that “on the sabbath”
is implied as the charge was for working on the Sabbath. In
what sense he meant to say that God worked till that time is
not clear. It is certain that he did it through all the opera-
tions of the natural universe, and it seems probable that Jesus
referred to this working. The point of Jesus was that God



5: 17-20.] JOHN 77

eth even until now, and I work. 18 For this cause therefore the Jews
sought the more to kill him, because he not only brake the sabbath, but also
called God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

worked on the Sabbath and that he had the same right to set
aside, if need be, the Sabbath law as God had done.

18 For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill
him, because he not only brake the sabbath, but also called
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.—This
claim to have the right to do what God did placed himself on
an equality with God and more infuriated the Jews so they
now sought to kill him. [They did not undertake to put him
to death at once, but began preparing the way for his death.
More than two years later he was condemned to death for the
claim of being the Son of God.]

3. JESUS ASSERTS HIS POWER
5:19-29

19 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father
doing: for what things soever he doeth, these the Son also doeth in like
manner. 20 For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all things that
himself doeth: and greater works than these will he show him, that ye may

19 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but
what he seeth the Father doing: for what things soever he
doeth, these the Son also doeth in like manner.—Jesus dis-
avowed any authority or power to do anything save as the
Father leads and enables him to do. He doubtless referred to
his healing the impotent man. He could have done this only
by the power of God. His effort was to show that God
worked with and through him. [In answering them Jesus re-
tracts nothing, but reasserts his Sonship by asserting that the
power of the Son comes from the Father.]

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all
things that himself doeth: and greater works than these will
he show him, that ye may marvel.—He insists that God loves
him, reveals his own works to the Son, enables him to do
what God does, and he promises that God will enable him to
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marvel. 21 For as the Father raiseth the dead and giveth them life, even so
the Son also giveth life to whom he will. 22 For neither doth the Father
judge any man, but he hath given all judgment unto the Son; 23 that all
may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not
the Son honoreth not the Father that sent him. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal
life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life. 25

do even greater works than he had yet done in their presence.
[This future work would be greater than the miracle just per-
formed.]

21 For as the Father raiseth the dead and giveth them life,
even so the Son also giveth life to whom he will.—This verse
explains the greater works promised in the preceding verse—
the power to quicken the dead into life. [He gives his Father
the credit of being the fountain of all life and that he can raise
the dead to life and that he himself possesses the same power
through the Father.]

22 For neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath
given all judgment unto the Son;—God has committed the
work of judging and quickening the world to his Son. He
gave his authority and power into the hands of the Son.

23 that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Fa-
ther —The Father committing his authority and judgment to
the Son and so empowering the Son to speak and act for him
demands that the Son should receive the honor that the Father
does.

He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father that
sent him.—The only method of approach to the Father is

through the Son and so he who rejects the Son rejects the
Father.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh
not into judgment,—The emphasis is laid on the truth that
hearing Jesus and believing in God through the words of
Jesus would bring them to everlasting life.

but hath passed out of death into life.—In accepting Christ
and his word as our rule and guide we pass out of a state of

condemnation into one of life—a state that leads to eternal life
or life beyond the grave.
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Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that ®hear shall live. 26
For as the Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to
have life in himself : 27 and he gave him authority to execute judgment, be-
cause he is a son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in
which all that are in the tomb® shall hear his voice, 29 and shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
'done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.

8O0r, hearken
10r, practised

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and
they that hear shall live.—The knowledge of the resurrection
was but slightly known. So Jesus plainly declares that the
time was now coming that all the dead shall hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who heard that voice would live.
[We take it that the reference is primarily to those spiritually
dead. It will also be true of those in the graves at the res-
urrection. (Verse 28.) Jesus demonstrated his power to
give life by raising Lazarus.]

26 For as the Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to
the Son also to have life in himself :—That life would be be-
stowed by the Son of God, since God had given the same
power to the Son to make alive as he possessed.

27 and he gave him authority to execute judgment, because
he is a son of man.—He gave him power to execute judgment
alike upon the godly and upon the ungodly. This must be ex-
ecuted in harmony with the laws that God committed to his
hands.

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that
are in the tombs shall hear his voice,—He more directly
points out that all good and bad shall come forth from the
grave.

29 and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the res-
urrection of judgment.—They that have done good or kept
the laws will be raised to life eternal. They that have done
evil to a condemnation of eternal death or banishment from
the presence of God. [Jesus makes it clear that there is a
judgment beyond the grave, and that there is also a general
resurrection. ]
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4. THE TESTIMONY OF THESE CLAIMS
5: 30-40

30 I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is
righteous ; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me. 31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 32 It is another
that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth
of me is true. 33 Ye have sent unto John, and he hath borne witness unto
the truth. 34 But the witness which I receive is not from man: howbeit I
say these things, that ye may be saved. 35 He was the lamp that burneth

30 I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my
judgment is righteous; because I seek not mine own will, but
the will of him that sent me.—While to Jesus had been com-
mitted the work of judging the world, he is careful that all
should understand that he and his Father are one because he
sought to enforce no will of his own; but his Father’s will and
in doing this the Father was with him.

31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.—If
he alone bears witness of himself, the witness is not to be ac-
cepted as true. This was also the law of Moses. Every
charge was to be established in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses. (Num. 35: 30; Deut. 19: 15.) That it does not mean
the testimony is false is seen by a comparison with 8: 14.

32 It is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that
the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.—In compliance
with the law requiring two witnesses to prove a thing, Jesus
announces that another beareth witness of him than himself,
and Jesus knew that the testimony of this witness is true.

33 Ye have sent unto John, and he hath borne witness unto
the truth.—These people had nearly all been baptized of John.
They had gone to him as a teacher, and he had borne witness
that Jesus is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world (1: 36).

34 But the witness which I receive is not from man:—
While he presents John as a witness in whom they believed,

who bore testimony for him, Jesus referred to God as witness-
ing in behalf of Jesus.

howbeit I say these things, that ye may be saved.—He re-

fers to these witnesses that they might believe in Jesus and be
saved.
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and shineth; and ye were willing to rejoice for a season in his light. 36 But
the witness which I have is greater than that of John:; for the works which
the Father hath given me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear wit-
ness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 37 And the Father that sent me,
he hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time,
nor seen his form. 38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom
he sent, him ye believe not. 39 *Ye search the scriptures, because ye think

20r, Search the scriptures

35 He was the lamp that burneth and shineth; and ye were
willing to rejoice for a season in his light—John was a
teacher sent from God who taught the will of God and these
Jews had followed him for a time.

36 But the witness which I have is greater than that of
John; for the works which the Father hath given me to ac-
complish, the very works that I do, bear witness of me,—The
works that Jesus did attracted the attention of the world and
made the best men believe on him. Nicodemus said, “No one
can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him.”
(3:2.) All that Jesus did and suffered in his mission on earth
was what his Father had given him to do. The miracles he
wrought, and his own triumph over death and resurrection
from the dead, were the especial works that substantiated his
claim to be the Son of God. He “was declared to be the Son
of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead.” The kingdom in its unorganized
elements—the head, laws, and subjects—in embryo was
among [the works he was to accomplish].

that the Father hath sent me.—The works that God did
through Jesus testified that Jesus was of God. The object of
miracles was to prove that the person who wrought the mira-
cles was from God and spake by the power of God.

37 And the Father that sent me, he hath borne witness of
me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his
form.—When God spake, they refused to hear his voice, and
they had not seen him.

38 And ye have not his word abiding in you:—[Proof of
this fact was they did believe the testimony of John whom he
had sent.]

for whom he sent, him ye believe not—[The preaching of
John bore witness of him.]
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that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they wﬁich bear witness of
me:; 40 and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life. 41 I receive not

39 Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them
ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of
me;—The Jews claimed to believe and read the scriptures of
the Old Testament, and thought that through them eternal
life would be gained, yet they foretold of Jesus. He presents
two witnesses, the works or miracles of Jesus and the fulfill-
ment of prophecies found in the Old Testament concerning
him. [The scriptures that they searched contained the testi-
mony of Christ. All the prophets had borne witness of him.
The one of whom the scriptures spoke was light and life, yet
they refused to come to him that they might have life.]

40 and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life.—Not-
withstanding these testimonies they refused to believe in him
and come to him as his disciples. Jesus keeps it distinctly be-
fore them that through him alone they could receive spiritual
life. [They rejected the light their own scriptures contained.
“Search” implies painstaking, exhaustive examination.]

5. CAUSE OF JEWISH UNBELIEF
5: 41-47
glory from men. 42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in

yourselves. 43 1 am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if
another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. 44 How can ye

41 I receive not glory from men.—Jesus did not rest his
claims to glory on the testimony or witness of men.

42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in
yourselves.—But their disbelief in him and his works proved
that they did not have the love of God in them. ‘“For this is
the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” (1 John
5:3.) Only those who keep the commandments of God love
him according to Jesus Christ, the Son of God. [He read
their hearts and knew them.]

43 I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not:
—Jesus came as the representative of his Father to stand in
the place and do the work of his Father. This is the meaning
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believe, who receive glory one of another, and the glory that comecth from
the only God ye seek not? 45 Think not that I will accuse you to the
Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, on whom ye have set
your hope. 46 For if ye believed Moses, ye would believe me; for he wrote

3Some ancient authorities read the only one

of coming in the name of another, to take his place, do his
work, and to work for and in place of another. To act for and
in the name of another is to ignore self and selfish ends and to
act in behalf of him whom he represents. Jesus acted in the
name of and for his Father.

if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.
—These Jews rejected Jesus, but if another was to come act-
ing in his own name for himself, him they would receive.
[They rejected Jesus, their only hope, but would accept with
pleasure a deceiver. Their history shows that they did this.]

44 How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another,
and the glory that cometh from the only God ye seek not?—
One seeking the applause and praise of men and who does not
seek the honor and praise of God cannot believe in Christ.
His example of seeking the honor from God and not that from
men would be so at war with their hearts and practices that
they would not believe him as their teacher and exemplar.
[Their seeking human glory and honor caused their unbelief in
Jesus. They did not possess that lowly spirit needful for be-
lief in Christ. ] Whenever a church or a preacher sets out to
be respectable and influential by its worldly possessions and
surroundings, or when a preacher is intent on using his posi-
tion as a preacher to gain worldly position or influence, they
bid farewell to true usefulness to the world and would do well
to cease to be churches or preachers of Christ. The honor of
the world is incompatible with honor from God, and he who
seeks one will forfeit the other.

The rich and fashionable and those who are unwilling to
sacrifice to Christ substitute money for personal service and
sacrifice. Under this spirit money has displaced self-sacrific-
ing devotion as the chief factor in spreading the gospel.
Those who rely on money seek those who have money and the
poor are neglected. This spirit must be set aside or the
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of me. 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

churches overloaded with money will die. Indeed, the money
helps to kill them. It is utterly impossible for one who de-
pends on money for social standing and respectability and en-
joyment to be a true Christian. It is equally impossible for
one seeking earthly honor and greatness, whether he seeks it
in the pulpit or in the political field or the legal forum, to be
an earnest and true child of God and an effective worker in
saving souls. The spirit of seeking and looking to wealth and
worldly honor is so antagonistic to the spirit of Jesus he asks:
“How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another?” It
1s much easier to get the common people to do active service
in the church of God than it is to get the rich, the educated,
those who pride themselves on their worldly respectability.

45 Think not that I will accuse you to the Father: there is
one that accuseth you, even Moses, on whom ye have set your
hope.—They claimed to believe in Moses as their teacher and
ruler. They so vitiated his law that they would fall under his
condemnation and Moses in whom they claimed to believe
would be their accuser.

46 For if ye believed Moses, ye would believe me; for he
wrote of me.—Moses prophesied of Christ, and those who
properly understand Moses must believe in Christ. The fact
that they did not receive Christ who was the end to which the
law led was evidence that they did not believe in Moses or his
writings.

47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe
my words?—To fail to understand and believe in the writings
of Moses would lead to a rejection of Christ. In this chapter
the teaching of Christ [is that he regarded the Pentateuch a
genuine composition of Moses. Critics who claim that these
books are frauds ought to learn a lesson from Jesus]. The
Jews claimed to believe in Moses, yet Moses pointed to Christ
and without Christ the writings of Moses are meaningless.
[ Each proves the other to be true, and no one can accept the
one and at the same time reject the other.]



6: 1-4.] JOHN 85

SECTION TWO

A MIRACLE AND A DISPUTATION IN GALILEE
6: 1-71

1. FEEDING OF FIVE THOUSAND
6:1-14

1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Gali-
lee, which is the sca of Tiberias. 2 And a great multitude followed him,
because they beheld the signs which he did on them that were sick. 3 And
Jesus went up into the mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 4 Now
the passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Jesus therefore lifting up

1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.—The Sea of
Galilee is known as the Sea of Tiberias and the Sea of Chin-
neroth. Around this sea the Jews that lived in Galilee very
greatly collected. Several towns or villages sprang up on its
shores. The chief of these was Capernaum. Jesus, after he
began his public ministry, seems to have made this his home
so far as he had a home on earth. Capernaum was situated on
the western shore of this sea.

2 And a great multitude followed him,—The eastern shore
was an uninhabited wilderness and to it Jesus frequently went
and the people would follow him and in the quiet of the wil-
derness he would teach them.

because they beheld the signs which he did on them that
were sick.—They followed him, attracted by the miracles he
performed; and while they did not believe in him, they
brought the sick and afflicted, and he healed them. So far as
the record shows, Jesus never left a soul in suffering that ap-
pealed for help to him.

3 And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there he sat
with his disciples.—This mountain was on the east side of the
Sea of Galilee.

4 Now the passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.—
The feast of the Passover came on the fourteenth day of the
month Abib or Nisan. If we count the feast mentioned in
chapter 5:1 as a Passover feast, this is the third Passover
since the baptism of Jesus. It shows that John recorded but
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his eyes, and seeing that a great multitude cometh unto him, saith unto Phil-
ip, Whence are we to buy ‘bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said
to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered
him, Two hundred %shillings’ worth of ‘bread is not sufficient for them, that
every one may take a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, saith unto him, 9 There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves,
and two fishes: but what are these among so many? 10 Jesus said, Make

iGr. loaves ] )
5The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about eight pence halfpenny, or

nearly seventeen cents

—

little of what Jesus said or did in the earlier years of his
public ministry. Only what is given in the fifth chapter is of
what he did and taught during these years and yet Jesus was
not idle.

5 Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great
multitude cometh unto him, saith unto Philip, Whence are we
to buy bread, that these may eat?>—The country was dry, the
temperature pleasant, and the people, accustomed to an out-
door and migratory life, followed Jesus without one idea as to
how long they would remain and were detained by his teach-
ing and became hungry. And Jesus saw fit to feed this multi-
tude that had remained until hungry and weakend by the fast-
ing.

6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what
he would do.—He said this to try Philip and prepare him for
what he intended to do.

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred shillings’ worth of
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one may take a
little.—Philip made a calculation of the number to be fed, of
the amount they would eat, and of the cost. [Wisdom here
for us in counting the cost before undertaking a thing. It
equaled thirty dollars.]

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith
unto him,—[Andrew’s answer to the question of Jesus is re-
corded in Mark 6: 38. He requested them to examine and re-
port the amount of food they had.]

9 There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves, and two
fishes: but what are these among so many?—They were in the
wilderness where food could not be obtained, and Andrew
suggested that they had these few loaves and fishes as the
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the people sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men
sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus therefore took the
loaves ; and having given thanks, he distributed to them that were set down;
likewise also of the fishes as much as they would. 12 And when they were
filled, he saith unto his disciples, Gather up the broken pieces which remain
over, that nothing be lost. 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve

only chance for bread of which he knew. [Barley was the
food only of the lower classes. Probably this was the whole
stock of food at the command of the disciples—no more than
enough for them.]

10 Jesus said, Make the people sit down.—There is no doubt
in the movement or purposes of Jesus. Without ostentation
or boasting he proposed and effected the most stupendous and
impossible things with all the assurance and composure that
others undertake the most commonplace affairs of life. So he
seated the multitude.

Now there was much grass in the place—It was April, the
time for grass and flowers.

So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.—
[“About,” not exactly five thousand. Mark tells that they sat
down in companies. About one loaf to every thousand men.
Matthew states “besides women and children.” How many of
these is not stated.]

11 Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given
thanks, he distributed to them that were set down; likewise
also of the fishes as much as they would.—He gave thanks for
all he received, and gave to his disciples, most probably his
apostles, and they to the multitude. In the breaking it was
increased and multiplied. [It is said that the Jews considered
it was stealing from God to eat without first offering thanks.
Jesus always offered thanks and so should all Christians.]

12 And when they were filled, he saith unto his disciples,
Gather up the broken pieces which remain over, that nothing
be lost—Their hunger was satisfied, and as if to teach the sin
of wastefulness he commands the disciples to gather up what
remained. God in all the processes of nature avoids waste.
What appears to be the waste of one creature is the life of an-
other. One would think where things come apparently so
easily there would be little use for saving [but God does not
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baskets with broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which remained over
unto them that had eaten. 14 When therefore the people saw the °sign which

¢Some ancient authorities read signs

allow wastefulness at any time. Nature wastes nothing. Soil
washed from the hills and mountains, God catches in the val-
leys and low places. It is the waste of man that brings want.
It is by the waste of fragments that the great wastes occur.
The waste of our nation is appalling. There is food enough
for all if handled properly by man. God through nature will
furnish it if man will use wisdom in producing and saving it.
Christ bids us save ; save the fragments.]

13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with
broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which remained
over unto them that had eaten.—This was a miracle manifest-
ing creative power. A miracle is the bestowing on others the
power to do what God only can do. It is done to attest the
presence and power of God in the person who performs the
miracle to show that he acts and speaks for God, so in hearing
him he hears God. There is no more power exerted in a mira-
cle than is put forth in the ordinary provisions of nature. It
did not require more power or wisdom to make this bread and
these fishes than was used in devising and putting in force the
processes of the material world by which men and animals
have been fed through all the years of their existence. The
difference is that this last is done in accordance with the fixed
working, and points back to a wise Creator and Ruler, but
does not definitely point out that Creator and Ruler. The
miracle points out the person who represents and speaks for
the Creator and Ruler of all things. This and all the miracles
or signs that Jesus wrought testify to the world that he spoke
and acted by the authority of God. [Simply feeding five thou-
sand was no miracle; for the reason God fed them and the rest
of the world the day before and the day following and all the
time through natural laws. The way in which God did it con-
stituted a miracle.]

14 When therefore the people saw the sign which he did,
they said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the
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he did, they said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world.

world.—The conclusion reached was that he was the prophet
that it had been foretold would come into the world by Moses
(Deut. 18: 15-19), and referred to by the delegation sent to
visit John the Baptist (1: 21). This prophet was to be the
king of Israel, the head of the kingdom of God on earth.
They acknowledged : “This is the Christ.”

2. JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES RECROSS THE LAKE
6:15-21

15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come and take him
by force, to make him king, withdrew again into the mountain himself alone.

15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come
and take him by force, to make him king,—The Jews sup-
posed that this prophet was to be a king that would deliver
them from bondage, and they went about to make him a king.
The faith of these Jews seems to have been impulsive and mo-
mentary. When they saw the manifestation of power they
were aroused, but when cooled down their faith passed away.
They went about to make him their king, hoping that he
would deliver them from bondage to the Roman rulers. Jesus
felt the human love of power, was flattered by the favor
shown him, and felt the human temptation to yield. Paul
says that he “hath been in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin.” (Heb. 4: 15.) He resisted the temptation,
sent away his disciples (Matt. 14: 22), and [he went into the
mountain alone. Convinced that he was Christ, they sought
to proclaim him king, to raise his standard, and establish his
government. |

withdrew again into the mountain himself alone.—For a
season of prayer and communion with his Father. When
Jesus was tempted and tried, overcome as a human being with
labor, or had important work pressing on him, he sought the
seclusion of the mountain and the coming of night for contin-
ued seasons of prayer to God. (Luke 6:12;9:28.)
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16 And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the sea; 17 and
they entered into a boat, and were going over the sea unto Capernaum. And
it was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 And the sea was
rising by reason of a great wind that blew. 19 When therefore they had
rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they behold Jesus walking on
the sea, and drawing nigh unto the boat: and they were afraid. 20 But he

16 And when evening came, his disciples went down unto
the sea;—|[Matthew (14: 22) says Jesus sent them away by
boat, then sent the multitude away, and he withdrew into the
mountain to pray.]

17 and they entered into a boat, and were going over the sea
unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus had not
yet come to them.—[It was a small fishing boat, but large
enough to carry at least twelve. It was propelled by oars.
Mark says to Bethsaida, but this was on the way to Caper-
naum. Mark specifies the first landing place and John the end
of the journey.]

18 And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind that
blew.—The Sea of Galilee, a comparatively small body of
water, about six miles wide, could be quickly thrown into
high waves by the winds that would come down from the sur-
rounding mountains.

19 When therefore they had rowed about five and twenty or
thirty furlongs,—There are eight furlongs in a mile. Had
they gone in a straight course they would have been about the
center of the sea. Owing to the winds and waves they were
doubtless thrown out of their course. Some think they drifted
along the east shore from which they started.

they behold Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh
unto the boat:—After they had gone this far they saw Jesus
coming. Matthew (14:25) says it was in the fourth watch, or
between three o’clock and day. He walked on the sea while it
was agitated by the winds and the waves rolled. Matthew
(14: 26) says they thought it was “a ghost,” a disembodied
spirit. It is a new work in which to see Jesus.

and they were afraid.—[ Mark reports that they cried out in
fright.]
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saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 21 They were willing therefore to
receive him into the boat: and straightway the boat was at the land whither
they were going.

20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.—They
were familiar with the tone of his voice and his speech allayed
their fears.

21 They were willing therefore to receive him into the boat:
and straightway the boat was at the land whither they were
going.—Matthew (14: 28-33) tells of Peter’s request to come
to Jesus on the water, his attempt, Jesus entering into the
boat, the allaying of the storm, and their landing whither they
were going. [Christ was their salvation. He can also calm
the troubled soul and carry it safely to heaven.]

3. THE MULTITUDE OVERTAKES JESUS
6: 22-27

22 On the morrow the multitude that stood on the other side of the sea
saw that there was no other 'boat there, save one, and that Jesus entered not
with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples went away alone 23
(howbeit there came *boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they ate
the bread after the Lord had given thanks) : 24 when the multitude therefore
saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they themselves got into
the boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 And when they found

1Gr. little boat
2Gr. little boats

22 On the morrow the multitude that stood on the other
side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, save
one, and that Jesus entered not with his disciples into the
boat, but that his disciples went away alone—Some of the
people seem to have been at the same place the next day.
They had seen the apostles leave without Jesus, and had
known of no way of his leaving, so expected to find him at the
place they had left him.

23 (howbeit there came boats from Tiberias nigh unto the
place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given
thanks) :—The other boats that came later were those still
there, and in which the people in some of them crossed over
to the other side.

24 when the multitude therefore saw that Jesus was not
there, neither his disciples, they themselves got into the boats,
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him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest
thou hither? 26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves,
and were filled. 27 Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food

and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.—The people, knowing
that Jesus did not go with the disciples and having no other
means of going, took the boats that were there and came to
Capernaum seeking him.

25 And when they found him on the other side of the sea,
they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?—Their
curiosity to know how he crossed the sea was uppermost in
their minds. The multitudes that he had fed sought him on
the east side of the Sea of Galilee, where he had fed them, and
not finding him they crossed over to Capernaum and found
him on the west side of the sea—the other side from where
they had eaten. They did not understand how he came, as they
knew he did not come with his disciples, so asked the question
how he came over. They addressed him as “Rabbi.” This
means ‘‘teacher” or master in the sense of teacher. It was ap-
plied by the Jews to their teachers, and frequently to Jesus as
a recognition of his wisdom and superiority as a teacher. As
applied to Jesus, it was a recognition that he was a teacher
sent from God. Jesus did not answer their question but re-
sponded:

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate
of the loaves, and were filled.—Instead of gratifying their cu-
riosity he sought to reprove them for seeking him for the food
he gave them. While not answering their question, he tells
them a truth that laid bare their hearts—that is, that they
were not interested in the miracles he performed as manifesta-
tions of divine presence, but because they ate of the food and
were filled. They were not interested in the great truths as
was teaching as affecting their spiritual and eternal interests
and God’s glory and honor. That class of people exists yet
and in our country. Have a meeting at which food is abun-
dantly provided and many will attend who take no interest in
the preaching, but are attracted by the dinner provided. They
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which abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall give unto you:
for him the Father, even God, hath sealed. 28 They said therefore unto him,

are not specially vicious people, but fleshly people, who are
satisfied with enough to fill the belly.

27 Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food
which abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall
give unto you: for him the Father, even God, hath sealed.—
He diverted their minds to the great spiritual truths that he
would give them as meat that would endure unto eternal life.
The Father owned and confessed him as his prophet to teach
the world. He makes use of this occurrence to impress the
importance of seeking spiritual good that will result in eternal
or imperishable blessings. The material food they ate per-
ishes; the body sustained by this food perishes, but the spirit
lives forever, and the food which sustains and promotes its
well-being 1s spiritual food that perishes not. Jesus was
drawing the distinction and contrast between the body and
the spirit, and between the food that sustains the vigor of the
body and that which promotes the well-being of the soul.

4. REMARKS ABOUT THE BREAD OF LIFE
6: 28-40

What must we do, that we may work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered
and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom

28 They said therefore unto him, What must we do, that we
may work the works of God?—They recognized that when he
said, “Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food
which abideth unto eternal life,” he began to tell them to do
the work of God that they may have life. They recognized
that God’s work would endure forever, and to do the work of
God was to labor for the meat that will endure forever, so
they asked what they should do in order that they may do
that work. They understood, too, that to do what God re-
quired them to do was to do the work of God. The meaning
then was: what does God require us to do that we may inherit
everlasting life?
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*he hath sent. 30 They said therefore unto him, What then doest thou for a
sign, that we may see, and believe thee? what workest thou? 31 Qur fathers
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, He ‘gave them bread out

30r, he sent
¢Neh. 9. 15; Ex. 16. 4, 15; Ps. 78. 24; 105. 40

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.—The work
that God requires of them is to believe in Jesus Christ whom
God hath sent to represent him. Believing in Christ is the
work of God because appointed by God. It is to be done by
man, for man must believe. This is a work performed by the
inner, spiritual man. A careful study of this truth will help to
solve several difficulties that give trouble in the religious
world. The question of salvation by works has troubled the
world. A clear understanding of the different senses in which
the term works is used would help to settle this difficulty. It
is used in two distinct senses—the works of God and the
works of man. Salvation is often attributed to the former:
never to the latter. The works of God are those works or-
dained by God for man to do, not works which God himself
does. The works of man are those devised by man. A work
ordained by God for one dispensation or for one class of per-
sons, taken from this and transferred to another class, be-
comes in this latter a work of man. The verse illustrates the
truth that the works of God are works ordained by God to be
performed by man.

30 They said therefore unto him, What then doest thou for
a sign, that we may see, and believe thee? what workest thou?
—They understood that he meant they were to believe in him
as the Son of God. “If we are to believe on you, what sign, or
miracle, do you give as evidence on which our faith in you
may rest?” It was rather singular to ask this question when
they had just seen the loaves and the fishes increased to feed
the thousands and they had eaten of it. They ask again,
“What workest thou?” What miracle, or sign, do you work
that we may believe on you? This was demanding testimony
while refusing to believe that already given.
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of heaven to eat. 32 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, It was not Moses that gave you the bread out of heaven; but my
Father giveth you the true bread out of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is
that which cometh down out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34
They said therefore unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 Jesus

31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.—They fol-
low up this request by referring to the manna that God gave
to the fathers in the wilderness. This was a work, or sign,
given the fathers that they might believe on God. Now what
kind of work do you do that we may believe on you? It is
probable that they expected him to feed them, without labor
on their part, through life as a sign.

32 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, It was not Moses that gave you the bread out of heaven;
but my Father giveth you the true bread out of heaven.—Je-
sus seizes this reference to the manna to show that this
manna was not real spiritual bread sent down from God. He
again emphasizes the truth he tells them. “It was not Moses
that gave you the bread out of heaven.” The bread Moses
gave you came not from heaven. It was material (earthly)
bread for the support of the body. “My Father giveth you
the true bread.” The true bread that God gave from heaven
was spiritual, and will bring spiritual life. In verse 49 he tells
them, “Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they
died.” Hence, it could not be-the spiritual bread that comes
from heaven. Verse 50: “This is the bread which cometh
down out of heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.”
In verse 51 he says: “I am the living bread which came down
out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever.” The manna that Moses gave the fathers was an
earthly (perishable) food—a type of the true bread that comes
from heaven in the person of Jesus Christ that brought eternal
life to man.

33 For the bread of God is that which cometh down out of
heaven, and giveth life unto the world—He follows up this
thought by the assurance that he was the true bread from God
and he came to give life to the world. The bread that would
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said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hun-

strengthen their souls and give to them eternal life was Jesus
Christ, which came down from heaven, and who giveth life to
the world. Jesus Christ “brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel.” (2 Tim. 1: 10.) “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father,
but by me.” (John 14: 6.) Jesus came to earth to make
known to man the life—the immortal life at the right hand of
the Father, and to guide men into this life. He alone can give
life to man.

34 They said therefore unto him, Lord, evermore give us
this bread.—When they heard such great good would come
from it they asked for this bread that they might not die, but
live the fleshly life forever. This is the same effect it had upon
the woman at the well in Samaria. She asked for the water
that she might have to draw no more, for the well was deep.
These people desired the bread that would perpetuate life
without labor, but they had no conception that it meant to
give up all the fleshly enjoyments and to deny self and live
the life of holiness that Jesus lived. “Upon this many of his
disciples went back, and walked no more with him.” (Verse
66.) The desertion was so general that Jesus asked of his
apostles, “Would ye also go away?” Simon Peter answered,
“To whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.”
The meaning is, these people were willing to eat the food he
provided, and to enjoy the blessings he bestowed, but when
they saw that his teaching meant a denial of self to serve and
honor him—a walk with Jesus in a life of humility and self-de-
nial—they forsook him. It is yet true that the great masses of
mankind are willing to enjoy the blessings of God, but not to
obey him. They are willing to reign with him, but not to suf-
fer with him. But none may reign with him unless they are
willing to suffer with him. None can enjoy the blessings un-
less they are willing to serve him here.

35 Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that com-
eth to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall
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ger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you,
that ye have seen me, and yet believe not. 37 All that which the Father
giveth me shall come unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out. 38 For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but

never thirst.—Jesus is the spiritual bread and will give spiri-
tual and eternal life to all who obey him. They, like the
woman of Samaria, found it difficult to rise above the
thoughts of their fleshly body and its appetites and desires.
This is an explanation of what is meant. Jesus himself was
the bread of life. To believe on him with an earnest, living
faith was to eat his flesh and drink his blood. So he that
came to him by faith and submission to him would never hun-
ger, and he that believed on him should never thirst—that is,
he who comes to Jesus trusts in him, is led by him, does his
will, as did the Father’s will, shall have all the wants of the
soul satisfied. This was an important lesson and brought the
requirements of self-denial home to his followers so that all
fair-weather followers forsook him and followed him no more.

36 But I said unto you, that ye have seen me, and yet be-
lieve not.—The reason they could not receive that life was
that he had shown himself in his teachings and many works
he had done in their presence, yet they refused to believe in
him so refused to do the work of God.

37 All that which the Father giveth me shall come unto me;
—There is a recognition in the scripture that certain classes of
persons with honest hearts desirous to know and do the right
are God’s people, and will do what God desires them to do.
That class is here represented as given to Christ by God. In
the tenth chapter Christ speaks of having sheep not of the
flock then with him, referring to the Gentiles who would re-
ceive him when he was preached to them. Again, at Corinth
God told Paul, “I have much people in this city” (Acts 18:9,
10) before any of them had confessed him. Certain persons
fitted in character to receive God’s word are called his people
before they confess him. This explains the calling and pre-
destination of the Bible. God has called and predestinated to
eternal life all willing to receive him.
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the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the will of him that sent me,
that of all that which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up at the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that every
one that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal life;
and °I will raise him up at the last day.

50r, that I should raise him up

and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.—All
that class Jesus receives. Some who are not of this class re-
ceive him temporarily, but lack depth of character and under
temptation fall away. Judas was an example of this character
of people.

38 For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent me.—The end of all God’s
dealings with men is to bring them to do the will of God.
Jesus came from heaven to earth to lead men in this way. He
had no will of his own apart from the will of God. To do that
will was the supreme and only object of Jesus and should be
of his followers.

39 And this is the will of him that sent me, that of all that
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up at the last day.—God’s will was that Jesus should
save all who would believe and follow him. This he does.
That some start out to follow, turn back, walk with him no
more, and are lost does not disprove this truth.

40 For this is the will of my Father, that every one that be-
holdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.—It is God’s will
that all who will obey Jesus should have eternal life. These
Jesus will raise up at the last day. They have the faculties to
see and believe that God desires them to use them in believing
the truths he presents them. If they refuse they damn them-
selves.

5. THE PEOPLE MURMUR AND JESUS REITERATES
6: 41-51

41 The Jeyvs therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, I am
the bread which came down out of heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this

41 The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because
he said, I am the bread which came down out of heaven.—The
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Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how doth he
now say, I am come down out of heaven? 43 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Murmur not among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me, except
the Father that sent me draw him: and I will raise him up in the last day.

Jews did not understand his meaning or see how he could be
the bread of life. They looked at it all from a materialistic
standpoint.

42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we know? how doth he now say, I
am come down out of heaven?—They knew his earthly origin,
his reputed father and mother, and how could the claim be
made? It seemed impossible and absurd to them.

43 Jesus answered and said unto them, Murmur not among
yourselves.—[This is a rebuke. They were not honest inquir-
ers, but cavilers.]

44 No man can come to me, except the Father that sent me
draw him: and I will raise him up in the last day.—None
could come to Jesus unless taught and drawn by the Father.
[Two elements are concerned in coming to Christ. Namely,
the man’s will and the divine drawing. No man comes unless
he wills to come. “Ye will not come to me, that ye may have
life.” (5:40.) Jesus said to Jerusalem, “How often would I
have gathered thy children . . . and ye would not” Man can
refuse to come and God does not compel, but he says “he that
will, let him take the water of life freely.” This is the human
side. On the divine side God ‘“draws,” not so as to force
man’s will, but to induce the desire to come. The gospel “is
the power of God unto salvation.” It is the drawing power.
It draws by its manifestation of the love of God, by its revela-
tion of the crucified Savior, and his adaptation to the needs of
the soul. If man’s will consents, and he yields to the drawing
power, he comes. If he “will not,” and refuses to be drawn,
he does not come. God will not force him. No one comes to
Jesus unless he yields his own will and is drawn by the love of
the Father manifested in the gospel. He draws men to Christ
by the gospel, then Christ takes up the work and will raise
them from the dead “in the last day.”]
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45 It is written in the prophets *And they shall all be taught of God. Every
one that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto me. 46
Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he that is from God, he hath
seen the Father. 47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath
eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread which cometh down out of

1Is. 54. 13; (Jer. 31. 34?)

45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught
of God.—God through all the ages of the past had been trying
and making ready a people to receive the Christ when he
came. None could receive him save those who had been
taught and prepared by God. [Jesus is more explicit how the
Father draws men to Christ. It is by teaching men. All
taught of God, who have heard and learned of the Father,
come to Christ.]

Every one that hath heard from the Father, and hath
learned, cometh unto me.—This means the same, “If ye be-
lieved Moses, ye would believe me; for he wrote of me.” (5:
46.) Those who had in faith received the teachings of Moses
and the prophets were prepared to receive Jesus. God drew
them by the teachings he gave them. And those who had re-
ceived these teachings of God received Jesus when he came.
[It is what one learns from the teaching that makes him will-
ing to come.]

46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he that is
from God, he hath seen the Father.—The drawing of God was
through his servants, the prophets, and teachers he had sent
into the world. [We do not learn of God by seeing and hear-
ing him personally, but we learn of his will from Jesus.]

47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath
eternal life—Jesus came into the world to give eternal life to
those who believe in him. They have it in promise, and the
germs of eternal life are implanted in the heart through faith
in Christ Jesus. These germs need to be treasured and culti-
vated that they may bear fruit in the resurrection. [Jesus af-
firms that faith in him is the source of life.]

48 I am the bread of life.—Jesus is the means and source of

spiritual and eternal life as bread is the source and support of
material life.
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heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51 I am the living bread
which came down out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for fver: yea and the bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the
world.

49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they
died.—The manna was the bread given them to support them
through the journey to the earthly Canaan, as Jesus was to
support them in the journey to the heavenly Canaan. But the
manna was not life giving, for those who ate of it died.

50 This is the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that
a man may eat thereof, and not die—Those who partook of
the true bread of heaven should never die.

51 I am the living bread which came down out of heaven:
—Jesus himself possessed life and could impart it to others.
His life was spiritual and eternal.

if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: yea and
the bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the
world.—To make his will our will and to live according to his
will is to eat of his flesh and drink of his blood—make his life
our life. To do this is to eat his flesh and drink his blood and
his life he gave for the life of the world.

6. MORE MURMURING AND ANOTHER REITERATION
6: 52-59

52 The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying, How can this
man give us his flesh to eat? 53 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink
his blood, ye have not life in yourselves. 54 He that eateth my flesh and
drinketh my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

52 The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying,
How can this man give us his flesh to eat?>—The Jews in the
grossness of their nature could not perceive the spiritual
truths and so murmured over the impossibility of the truths.

53 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his
blood, ye have not life in yourselves.—Insisted on the truth he
had told them and that unless they made his life their life they
would have no life—the life he gave—in them.

54 He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath
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55 For my flesh is 'meat indeed, and my blood is *drink indeed. 56 He that
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in me, and I in him. 57 As
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father; so he that eateth
me, he also shall live because of me. 58 This is the bread which came down
out of heaven: not as the fathers ate, and died; he that eateth this bread
shall live for ever. 59 These things said he in ‘the synagogue, as he taught
in Capernaum.

:Gr. true meat
3Gr. true drink
4Or, a synagogue

eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.—He who
makes the life of Jesus his life hath eternal life and Jesus will
raise him up to the enjoyment of eternal life at the last day.

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink in-
deed.—The making of the life of Jesus one’s life indeed or true
spiritual life.

56 He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth
in me, and I in him.—He who makes the life of Jesus his life
abides in Jesus and Jesus is in him.

57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father;—The Father has eternal life. He “only hath immor-
tality,” and Jesus receives life from him and lives by or
through him.

so he that eateth me, he also shall live because of me.—As
Jesus receives life from the Father and lives by him, so the
disciples were to receive life from Christ and live by or from
him. As Jesus made the Father’s will his will and so lived by
the Father, so we make the will of Jesus our will and live by
him.

58 This is the bread which came down out of heaven: not as
the fathers ate, and died; he that eateth this bread shall live
for ever.—He as the bread from heaven possesses the eternal
life and those who receive this life from him will never die,
but with him live forever. [The food the fathers ate in the
wilderness sustained temporary life for a season, but could not
impart it, for it was dead food. The bread from heaven is en-
dued with life, and therefore gives eternal life.]

59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in
Capernaum.—Capernaum was now the home of Jesus and
these things were taught in the synagogue there.
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7. MURMURING BY THE DISCIPLES
6: 60-65

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, said, This is a
hard saying; who can hear °it? 61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his
disciples murmured at this, said unto them, Doth this cause you to stumble?
62 What then if ye should behold the Son of man ascending where he was
before? 63 It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life. 64 But there are

50r, him

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this,
said, This is a hard saying; who can hear it>—Many who
claimed to be his disciples and after a kind believed in him
when they heard these things were dissatisfied and turned
back and no more followed him. These people really believed
in him with the power of faith they possessed; but lacked
depth of character or strength of character to withstand the
fleshly desires and so turned back.

61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples mur-
mured at this, said unto them, Doth this cause you to stum-
ble?>—]Jesus’ knowledge of their fleshly appetites called out
this question. [The disciples could not take in what had just
been said. They expected an earthly king, not a crucified
Savior. Hence, they murmured and were offended.]

62 What then if ye should behold the Son of man ascending
where he was before?—Jesus knowing he would return to the
Father from whom he had come asked this question to inti-
mate that they would see or know this, and what would they
think if they should see him do it?

63 It is the spirit that giveth life;—The trouble was in get-
ting these people to see and understand that he was telling
them great spiritual truths and not material and fleshly. The
spirit in man is the permanent and abiding principle of his
being. God’s spirit quickens this spirit of man, giving life to
it—eternal life. The flesh and fleshly relations are temporal
and will pass away.

the flesh profiteth nothing:—The flesh gives no real profit.
The fleshly relation to Abraham on which they relied was no
profit.

the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are
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some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they
were that believed not, and who it was that should °betray him. 65 And he
said, For this cause have I said unto you, that no man can come unto me,
except it be given unto him of the Father.

¢Or, deliver him up

life.—The words of Jesus were the teachings of the Spirit and
would bring life to them who received them. In Christ Jesus
the Spirit of God dwells. He is the ever-present representa-
tive of the Godhead dwelling in his body here on earth. (Eph.
2: 2)) After man sinned and the world was sin-defiled, God
found no true dwelling place on earth among men until the
spiritual temple was built. Then, through the Spirit, he dwelt
in that temple with his children on earth. There was a mate-
rial, typical building, the earthly temple; but this was only a
shadow of the heavenly power or essence. His word is full of
spirit and imbued with life-giving power. “The word of God
is the seed of the kingdom.” In the seed the germinal, or life
principle, dwells. (James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1: 23.) The germinal
principle of life dwells in the seed, and the word of God is an
incorruptible seed; it never can be despoiled of its life princi-
ple. The Spirit of God dwells in and works through the laws
he has given. (Rom. 8:2.) The quickening principle dwells
dormant in the seed until it comes into favorable surround-
ings, then it germinates or is quickened into a new being.
The word of God, as the seed, is received into the heart and it
germinates into life. The Spirit of God not only quickens into
life, but promotes the growth of the life imparted.

64 But there are some of you that believe not.—Notwith-
standing all the works and words of Jesus to the Jews, there
were many that disbelieved, and he explains it directly to the
disciples and the chosen twelve.

For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that be-
lieved not, and who it was that should betray him.—Jesus
knew who was lacking in that strength of character that
would cause him, when the temptation came, to betray him.

65 And he said, For his cause have I said unto you, that no
man can come unto me, except it be given unto him of the
Father.—Because many would forsake him, and Judas would
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betray him, he gave them this warning that none could come
except the Father draw him. This class was not drawn by
the Father in that they had not hearkened to his teachings.
God had given them to him. See verses 44 and 45.

8. JESUS DESERTED BY ALL BUT THE TWELVE
6: 66-71

66 Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with
him. 67 Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, Would ye also go away? 68
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou ’hast the
words of eternal life. 69 And we have believed and know that thou art the

70r, hast words

66 Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked
no more with him.—Many who were his disciples followed
him, learning of him and believing in him, but could not en-
dure the difficulties presented. Their faith was not strong
enough to lead them to endure the teaching he presented and
turned back from following him.

67 Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, Would ye also go
away?—A feeling of depression and temporary despondency
seems to have crept over the soul of Jesus when he asked this
question of the twelve. It would indicate that the great num-
ber of his other disciples had left him and gone away.

68 Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?
—Peter with his accustomed boldness and frankness responds.
He knew of none other who could bring eternal life. That is
the only thing worth living for in this world. This indicates
the depth of his thoughts and his appreciation of the teaching
of Jesus.

thou hast the words of eternal life.—Only the words of
Jesus can give us the words of eternal life. [The world may
well ask this question. If it turns from Christ, to whom shall
it go? He only has the words of eternal life.] Many followed
for a time, especially when the loaves and the fishes abounded,
but when self-denial was required the multitudes turned back
and “walked no more with him.” A feeling of discourage-
ment seems to have crept over Jesus and he turned to his dis-
ciples and asked, “Would ye also go away?’ Of the multi-
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Holy One of God. 70 Jesus answered them, Did not I choose you the
twelve, and one of you is a devil? 71 Now he spake of Judas the son of
Simon Iscariot, for he it was that should °betray him, being one of the
twelve.

tudes that were taught by him during his mission on earth,
only a few were with him at his betrayal and death. A multi-
tude welcomed him to Jerusalem when he came to the Pass-
over feast with shouts of “Hosanna to the King!” In a few
days the multitude cried, “Crucify him, crucify him!” One of
his chosen twelve betrayed him, another denied him, and all
forsook him.

69 And we have believed and know that thou art the Holy
One of God.—He here gives his full appreciation of Jesus and
his mission of guiding to eternal life.

70 Jesus answered them, Did not I choose you the twelve,
and one of you is a devil>—As Peter had confessed Christ and
had given assurance of the confidence of the twelve in him, he
in turn assures them he had chosen the twelve as his followers
and his disciples and they had the promise of the life that he
gave; but that one of the number would fail and be lost.
[ The shadow of sorrow is still upon his heart.]

71 Now he spake of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he
it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.—It
was not yet known among the disciples or even Judas that he
would betray him. The apostle John writing this years after-
ward told that Judas was the man whom Jesus knew from the
beginning possessed a demon and would betray him.

[Peter having made this confession for himself and the rest
of the apostles that they would not depart from Jesus whom
they believed to be the true Messiah, the Son of the living
God ; Christ intimates to Peter that his charity was something
too large in promising so much for them all; for there was one
traitor among them whose heart was as open to Christ as his
face was to them. He meant it of Judas, of whose treachery
he gave them warning at this time. Jesus knew Judas was a
hypocrite at this time, but did not rebuke Peter for having a
better opinion of him than he deserved.]
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SECTION THREE

JESUS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES
7:1 to 10: 21

1. AFTER DELAY HE GOES TO THE FEAST
7:1-13

1 And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk
in Jud=a, because the Jews sought to kill him. 2 Now the feast of the
Jews, the feast of tabernacles, was at hand. 3 His brethren therefore said

1 And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee :—After the
conversation narrated in the preceding chapter, he went to
Galilee. The Jews in Judea were more zealous as they
thought for the law of Moses than those of other sections of
the country. They misapprehended what the law taught, and
in their misapprehension were bitter against Jesus to prepare
for whom the law was given. A false conception of religion
frequently hinders the reception of the truth more than a fail-
ure to know the truth or to be religious.

for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought
to kill him.—Religion intensifies the feelings and actions of a
person. If his feelings and actions are wrongly directed, it in-
tensifies the wrong feelings and actions. So those who misun-
derstood the law of Moses were more embittered against
Jesus than were those who were not very zealous observers of
the law.

2 Now the feast of the Jews, the feast of tabernacles, was at
hand.—The feast of tabernacles commemorated the camping
out of the Jews in their journey from Egypt to Canaan. It
was combined with the feast of ingathering and began on the
fifteenth day of the seventh month and continued seven days.

3 His brethren therefore said unto him,—There is no proof
that Mary and Joseph did not have other children. God or-
dained the marriage relation for the good of the human family
and for his own glory. It is no derogation from the character
of Mary as the mother of Jesus for her to have fulfilled the
office of wife to Joseph and have borne other children. Nor is
there the least evidence that she did not. Quite a number of
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unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judza, that thy disciples also may be-
hold thy works which thou doest. 4 For no man doeth anything in secret,
*and himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou doest these things, mani-
fest thyself to the world. 5 For even his brethren did not believe on him. 6
Jesus therefore saith unto them, My time is not yet come; but your time is

8Some ancient authorities read and seeketh it to be known openly

expressions in the Bible indicate that she did fulfill the duties
of wife and mother.

Depart hence, and go into Judaea,—While these brethren
seem to have regarded him as something above ordinary men
and were willing to see him show his powers, they yet lacked
a strong faith in him and his claims to be the Son of God.

that thy disciples also may behold thy works which thou
doest.—They thought if he could do anything he should show
it on these occasions of the feasts when the multitudes of the
Jews came together at Jerusalem. He had some disciples at
Jerusalem who had been made at other visits to the city.

4 For no man doeth anything in secret, and himself seeketh
to be known openly.—[No prophet and inspired teacher. The
claim that such teachers seek the multitudes, after which, and
in their presence, in the most public manner, exhibit their su-
pernatural power.] If a man expects the world to honor him
he must keep himself and his work before the world was the
idea of these brethren of Jesus. This is the world’s idea.

If thou doest these things, manifest thyself to the world.—
[“If” implies that his brethren were doubters and the follow-
ing verse asserts that they were unbelievers.]

S5 For even his brethren did not believe on him.—[Note that
a clear distinction is made between his brethren and his disci-
ples. The distinction is more clear in Matt. 12: 47. Later
they became believers. (Acts 1:14.)]

6 Jesus therefore saith unto them, My time is not yet come;
—His time for fully manifesting himself to the world had not
yet come, so he could not then go up to the feast. [He had by
slow degrees and in different ways manifested himself to the
people, but the time for the great and final lesson of the cross,
the grave, the resurrection, and ascension had not come. His
full and complete manifestation to the world will be at his sec-
ond coming when “every eye shall see him.”]
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always ready. 7 The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I
testify of it, that its works are evil. 8 Go ye up unto the feast: I go not up
*unto this feast; because my time is not yet fulfilled. 9 And having said
these things unto them, he abode still in Galilee.

®Many ancient authorities add vet

but your time is always ready.—They with no special mis-
sion save to follow the world could go to the feast at any
time. [He who has a mission must make ready for it. He
who has a message for the world must educate it to receive
it.]

7 The world cannot hate you;—[For it would, in that case,
hate those who have its spirit and were of it. It will not hate
itself. It only hates those who rebuke its sins and oppose its
ways. |

but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that its works aye
evil.—He expected when he went to Jerusalem to call out the
hatred of the world by his condemnation of the evil of the
world. As they were of the world and did not condemn the
world, the world would not hate them. [It has always hated
those who expose and denounce its sins. Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and John the Baptist all suffered because they rebuked sin in
high places. When Jesus came exposing the corruptions of
the priests, the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, the worldliness
and debauchery of the Sadducees and Herodians, it was inevi-
table that he should be hated, persecuted, and put to death.
But the world still hates him. The hate of such men as Vol-
taire, Tom Paine, and Ingersoll, and of all their followers is
due to the fact that Christ and his church are a rebuke to, and
condemnation of, their lives.]

8 Go ye up unto the feast: I go not up unto this feast; be-
cause my time is not yet fulfilled.—They could go when they
pleased. There were reasons why he could not then go. His
time was not fully come. [He uses the present, not future
tense. The thought is, I am not now going. It would have
doubtless defeated his purpose had he gone with those who
were determined that he should make an exhibition of himself.
It cannot be determined from this whether he had yet pur-
posed to go at all.]
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10 But when his brethren were gone up unto the feast, then went he also
up, not publicly, but as it were in secret. 11 The Jews therefore sought him
at the feast, and said, Where is he? 12 And there was much murmuring
among the multitudes concerning him: some said, He is a good man; others
said, Not so, but he leadeth the multitude astray. 13 Yet no man spake
openly of him for fear of the Jews.

9 And having said these things unto them, he abode still in
Galilee.—What the reasons were are not known, but he re-
mained in Galilee.

10 But when his brethren were gone up unto the feast, then
went he also up, not publicly, but as it were in secret.—His
brethren went to the feast while he for the time tarried in Gal-
ilee for a day or two, and then quietly, without showing him-
self to the world, went up.

11 The Jews therefore sought him at the feast, and said,
Where is he?>—The report of the works of Jesus was spread
abroad, and at such a gathering it was the general expectation
that he would be present and do wonders. Both his enemies
and his friends inquired concerning him whether he would
come to the feast.

12 And there was much murmuring among the multitudes
concerning him: some said, He is a good man; others said,
Not so, but he leadeth the multitude astray.—He had im-
pressed many of the people that he was a good man, sent from
God, others that he was a deceiver. [Truth preached always
stirs up the opposition and false charges.]

13 Yet no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews.—
This was the talk in a private way among acquaintances,
none speaking publicly because the rulers of the Jews had
condemned him. [They feared that open discussion would
bring condemnation upon themselves from the rulers.]

2. CHRIST TEACHES IN THE TEMPLE AND REFERS TO HIS
FIRST VISIT
7:14-24

14 But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the
temple, and taught. 15 The Jews therefore marvelled, saying, How knoweth

14 But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went
up into the temple, and taught.—About the third day of it.



7: 14-18.] JOHN 111

this man letters, having never learned? 16 Jesus therefore answered them,
and said, My teaching is not mine, but his that sent me. 17 If any man
willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or
whether 1 speak from myself. 18 He that speaketh from himself seeketh his
own glory: but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the same is

Jesus threw off all secrecy or privacy and went into the tem-
ple and began openly to teach the people.

15 The Jews therefore marvelled, saying, How knoweth this
man letters, having never learned?—The familiarity of Jesus
with the Jewish law and his readiness in applying it and ex-
plaining the teachings were matters of wonder and surprise to
all, as these things were usually learned in some of the
schools. As Paul attended the school of Gamaliel, Jesus at-
tended none of these schools, hence his teaching in these
things was a surprise to all who knew it.

16 Jesus therefore answered them, and said, My teaching is
not mine, but his that sent me.—The teaching of Jesus was
not from himself. It did not originate with him. It was not
derived from studying and learning of men. It was bestowed
upon him by God who sent him. Jesus again brings out that
he brought no theory or system or will of his own, but he
came to do the will of his Father who sent him.

17 If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the
teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from my-
self.—If any one really desires to do the will of God, he shall
be enabled to know that this doctrine is from God and did not
originate with Jesus. Does it not involve the conclusion that
if any one in the world really desires to do the will of God, he
will be brought to know that will and that it is of God and not
of man. Is it possible that God would give his Son to die to
open the way of salvation to man and then leave one to die in
ignorance of that way who would accept it if he knew it?
The great hindrance to many knowing the truth is they do not
desire the truth and will not walk in it when they know it.

18 He that speaketh from himself seeketh his own glory:
but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the same is
true,—One reason by which he will know the truth is of God
is that he who speaks from himself as the author of his teach-
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true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 19 Did not Moses give you the law,
and yet none of you doeth the law? Why seek ye to kill me? 20 The mul-
titude answered, Thou hast a demon: who seeketh to kill thee? 21 Jesus
answered and said unto them, I did one work, and ye all marvel because
thereof. 22 Moses hath given you circumcision (not that it is of Moses, but
of the fathers) ; and on the sabbath ye circumcise a man. 23 If a man re-

ing seeks his own glory. In doing the will of God it will be so
manifest that there is such a complete self-denial and glorifi-
cation of God that he will know that the teaching did not
originate with man.

and no unrighteousness is in him.—The one who denies self
and seeks the glory of him sending him gives undeniable testi-
mony that he did not originate his teaching, and that he is
righteous.

19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you
doeth the law? Why seek ye to kill me?—The leaders of the
Jews had determined to kill him for breaking the law of
Moses. Moses did not make that law. He received it from
God and gave it to the Jews, as Jesus received it from God
and gave it to them. None of them kept the law, yet sought
to kill him on a charge of breaking the law in healing a man
on the Sabbath.

20 The multitude answered, Thou hast a demon: who seek-
eth to kill thee?>—At this time they were keeping their pur-
pose to kill him secretly until an opportunity to do it should
occur. Some perhaps did not know of it, and they charge him
with having a demon in cherishing such a thought.

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I did one work, and
ye all marvel because thereof.—Jesus referred to the healing
of the impotent man on the Sabbath day.

22 Moses hath given you circumcision (not that it is of
Moses, but of the fathers) ; and on the sabbath ye circumcise a
man.—Moses whom they claimed to honor had commanded
them to circumcise their children ag it had come down from
Abraham. In obedience to Moses’ law they circumcise a child
on the eighth day, even if it fell on the Sabbath. Why should
setting aside the Sabbath law to heal an afflicted man be
worse than setting it aside to circumcise a child?
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ceiveth circumcision on the sabbath, that the law of Moses may not be bro-
ken; are ye wroth with me, because I made 'a man every whit whole on the
sabbath? 24 Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judg-
ment.

1Gr. a whole man sound

23 If a man receiveth circumcision on the sabbath, that the
law of Moses may not be broken; are ye wroth with me, be-
cause I made a man every whit whole on the sabbath?—If
God through Moses could set aside the Sabbath law to cir-
cumcise a child, why may not God through Jesus set aside the
same law to heal an afflicted man? [The law of mercy was
older than either circumcision or the Sabbath. His accusers
were, therefore, inconsistent in their indignation against him
because he had performed an act of mercy in healing a man.
Mercy was God’s eternal law.]

24 Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous
judgment.—Do not judge by the external appearance, but by
the real standard of righteousness. [The Jews judged by “ap-
pearance” when they condemned Christ for healing the man
on the Sabbath, and forgot the eternal principles of righteous-
ness. Some times one law is broken in order to obey a higher
law. They should have asked whether this was the case or
not before they condemned Jesus, and then “judge with righ-
teous judgment.”]

3. A DISCUSSION AMONG THE PEOPLE
7:25-36
25 Some therefore of them of Jerusalem said, Is not this he whom they

seek to kill? 26 And lo, he speaketh openly, and they say nothing unto him.
Can it be that the rulers indeed know that this is the Christ? 27 Howbeit

25 Some therefore of them of Jerusalem said, Is not this he
whom they seek to kill>—Some from Jerusalem not of the rul-
ing order knew of their purpose to kill him and were aston-
ished at his boldness.

26 And lo, he speaketh openly, and they say nothing unto
him. Can it be that the rulers indeed know that this is the
Christ?>—|[They are bewildered. They neither condemn or ap-
prove the purpose of the rulers, but they cannot understand
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we know this man whence he is: but when the Christ cometh, no one know-
eth whence he is. 28 Jesus therefore cried in the temple, teaching and saying,
Ye both know me, and know whence I am; and I am not come of myself,
but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 29 I know him; because I
am from him, and he sent me. 30 They sought therefore to take him: and
no man laid his hand on him, because his hour was not yet come. 31 But of
the multitude many believed on him; and they said, When the Christ shall
come, will he do more signs than those which this man hath done? 32 The

why it is not carried out. Is it possible that the rulers have
found out that this is the Christ? Is this the reason for their
failure to carry out their purpose?]

27 Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when the
Christ cometh, no one knoweth whence he is.—The difficulty
came up that when Christ came none would know whence he
came, and they thought they knew whence Jesus had come.

28 Jesus therefore cried in the temple, teaching and saying,
Ye both know me, and know whence I am; and I am not
come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know
not.—Jesus knew what was passing in their minds and agreed
that they knew in one sense whence he was, yet insisted that
he had not come of his own will and they did not know him
who had sent him. In that sense they did not know whence
he was, or did not know God his Father.

29 I know him; because I am from him, and he sent me.—
Jesus alone knew the Father and he had come to make known
God and his will to the people.

30 They sought therefore to take him: and no man laid his
hand on him, because his hour was not yet come.—The Jews
were anxious to arrest him, but circumstances hindered.
These circumstances were controlled by God. [No one could
as yet do him harm, for the set time had not come.]

31 But of the multitude many believed on him; and they
said, When the Christ shall come, will he do more signs than
those which this man hath done?—His teaching, his works,
his bearing convinced many that he was divine, and if not the
Christ would the Messiah do more miracles than Jesus had
done in his mission? [They were convinced that he was a
teacher from God and were ready to follow him, yet not sure
he was the Christ to come. Jesus did not proclaim himself to
be the Christ. He demonstrated it by his works.]
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Pharisees heard the multitude murmuring these things concerning him; and
the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to take him. 33 Jesus there-
fore said, Yet a little while am I with you, and I go unto him that sent me.
34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, ye cannot come.
35 The Jews therefore said among themselves, Whither will this man go that
we shall not find him? will he go unto the Dispersion *among the Greeks,
and teach the Greeks? 36 What is this word that he said, Ye shall seek me,
and shall not find me; and where I am, ye cannot come?

2Gr. of

32 The Pharisees heard the multitude murmuring these
things concerning him; and the chief priests and the Pharisees
sent officers to take him.—The exchange of thoughts concern-
ing Jesus was quietly talked among the common people. The
Pharisees purposed to arrest him and stop all such talk.
[They did not want it to spread.]

33 Jesus therefore said, Yet a little while am I with you,
and I go unto him that sent me.—In a short time Jesus would
by his death be taken away from them, and after the crucifix-
ion and resurrection would ascend to God who had sent him.

34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am,
ye cannot come.—After a time evil would fall upon them and
then they would seek him. He would be with God and to him
they could never come. [This is plain to us in the light of
divine history, but it is not strange that his audience on the
other side of the cross did not understand his saying.]

35 The Jews therefore said among themselves, Whither will
this man go that we shall not find him? will he go unto the
Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks?—Many
Jews were scattered from Judea among the Gentiles, and 1t
was either in ignorance or to ridicule him that they ask this
question. [Would he teach them and the Greeks, as well as
the Jews of Judea, and the Galileans?]

36 What is this word that he said, Ye shall seek me, and
shall not find me; and where I am, ye cannot come?—[They
could not comprehend. It seems that this bore on their
minds. They were perplexed. See verse 34.]
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4. CHRIST’'S SPEECH ON LAST DAY OF THE FEAST AND ITS
EFFECT
7:37-44

37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. 38 He that be-
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, *from within him shall flow rivers
of living water. 39 But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed
on him were to receive : ‘for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was

3Gr. out of his belly . .
+Some ancient authorities read for the Holy Spirit was not yet given

37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto
me and drink.—The feast lasted eight days and the last day
was a holy convocation, and it had come to be the greatest
day of the feast. On this day he called to all who thirsted to
come to him and drink the waters of salvation. [The eighth
or last day of the feast probably was devoted more to rejoic-
ing and thanksgiving for the blessings of the year and for the
hope of Israel. It was called “the great day of the feast.”]

38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, from
within him shall flow rivers of living water.—The Holy Spirit
would come as the representative of God on earth after his as-
cension to his Father and this he foretells under this figure.
[“Believing” is equal to “coming” in verse 37, showing that
faith is the means that brings us to Christ. It is a live, active
faith; not a dead or inactive one.]

39 But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed
on him were to receive:—[This makes Acts 2 the best com-
mentary on verse 38. Luther says, “So St. Peter, by one ser-
mon on the day of Pentecost, as by a rushing of water, deliv-
ered three thousand men from the devil’s kingdom, washing
them in an hour from sin, death, and Satan.”]

for the Spirit was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet
glorified.—[Observe (1) that the Holy Spirit was not given
until after the death and ascension of Christ; (2) the disciples
of Christ did not become “rivers of living water” until the
Spirit was sent. This marks Pentecost as the beginning of
the preaching of the gospel authoritatively by his disciples.
Peter’s sermon on that day was the first sermon under the
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not yet glorified. 40 Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these
words, said, This is of a truth the prophet. 41 Others said, This is the
Christ. But some said, What, doth the Christ come out of Galilee? 42
'Hath not the scripture said that the Christ cometh of the seed of David, and
from Bethlehem, the village where David was? 43 So there arose a division

12S.7.12 ff.; Mic. §5. 2

great commaission, the first declaration of the condition of the
gospel, the first preaching by men as the Holy “Spirit gave
them utterance.” It was after Jesus was glorified that he sent
the Spirit, and on Pentecost it was declared, “He hath poured
forth this, which ye see and hear.” [The Holy Spirit would
come to take up his abode in and with men only after the as-
cension of Jesus to his Father. Jesus said to his disciples: “It
is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him
unto you.” (16:7.)

40 Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these
words, said, This is of a truth the prophet.—[Conflicting
views arose among the people. Some said he was “the proph-
et,” spoken of in Deut. 18: 15, and referred to in John 1: 15.
All agreed that a prophet was to come at the Messianic pe-
riod, but some held that he was to be the Messiah himself, and
others that he was to be the forerunner. Hence three ques-
tions were put to John—“Art thou Elijah? Art thou the
prophet? Art thou the Christ?”]

41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, What,
doth the Christ come out of Galilee?—[The opposition denied
that he was the Christ, basing their opposition, not upon his
character or teaching, but upon the fact that he came from
Galilee. Jesus, reared at Nazareth, coming to Jerusalem from
Galilee, was supposed by the Jews to have been born there,
and they were well aware of the fact Christ was to be born at
Bethlehem.]

42 Hath not the scripture said that the Christ cometh of the
seed of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David
was?—[The Talmud explains Mic. 5: 2 as declaring that
Bethlehem should be Christ’s birthplace. The wise men who
came to Jerusalem seeking the young Babe heard the same
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in the multitude because of him. 44 And some of them would have taken
him ; but no man laid hands on him.

thing from the priests. It was prophesied that he should be of
the seed of David. (Isa.11:1; Jer.23:5; Psalm 89:36.)]

43 So there arose a division in the multitude because of him.
—[They were rent into two parties and there was sharp con-
tention.] The teaching of Jesus impressed his hearers vari-
ously. Some thought he must be a prophet, some that he was
the Christ, others could not see how he could be the Christ,
for the Christ was to come out of Bethlehem. The very
prophecies to which they referred to prove him not the Christ
really confirmed that he was the Christ and only their igno-
rance of where he was born obscured the proof or what really
confirmed the truth to those who knew the facts hid the truth
from those ignorant of these facts. It is not infrequently so
with men. Their ignorance often changes proof of what is
true into evidence against the truth.

44 And some of them would have taken him; but no man

laid hands on him.—The division among the people seems to
have secured him from arrest.

5. CONFUSION AMONG CHIEF PRIESTS AND PHARISEES
7: 45-52

45 The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees; and
they said unto them, Why did ye not bring him? 46 The officers answered,

45 The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Phar-
isees; and they said unto them, Why did ye not bring him?—
The Pharisees had evidently sent officers to arrest Jesus.
While waiting their opportunity to do it privately, they had
listened to him and in common with the people were surprised
and pleased with his preaching.

46 The officers answered, Never man so spake.—When they
returned without him, they gave his teaching as the reason of
failure to arrest him.

47, 48 The Pharisees therefore answered them, Are ye also
led astray? Hath any of the rulers believed on him, or of the
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Never man so spake. 47 The Pharisees therefore answered them, Are ye
also led astray? 48 Hath any of the rulers believed on him, or of the
Pharisees? 49 But this multitude that knoweth not the law are accursed.
50 Nicodemus saith unto them (he that came to him before, being one of
them), 51 Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear from himself and
know what he doeth? 52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also
of Galilee? Search, and *see that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.

20r, see: for out of Galilee &c.

Pharisees?—The Pharisees seemed to think if no Pharisee or
officer was carried away with the preaching none should be.
These subordinates ought to defer their faith to those of the
honored classes. This spirit prevails largely among religious
teachers in this age. [Have any of the rulers believed? By
rulers are meant the Sanhedrin. In the matter of deciding on
the claims of the Messiah they hold that the judgment of the
“rulers” must be decisive.]

49 But this multitude that knoweth not the law are ac-
cursed.—In their estimation those who did not thus defer to
them were accursed. They are ignorant of the law and are
accursed. On account of their ignorance they are easily led
astray. ]

50 Nicodemus saith unto them (he that came to him before,
being one of them),—Nicodemus who came to Jesus to hear
of him (3: 1-15) appears upon the scene the second time. He
was not one of the rulers preparing to arrest Jesus. He was a
friend of Jesus, but not one of his worshipers.

51 Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear from him-
self and know what he doeth?—The law of the Jews required
this fairness as all just and fair laws do and Nicodemus ap-
peals to this law as a benefactor to Jesus.

52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Gali-
lee? Search, and see that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.—
Without answering his objection as to the law, they assume
that he is a disciple of Jesus and object to the claims on the
ground that the Christ would not come out of Galilee, ignorant
of the fact that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. [“Out of Gali-
lee ariseth no prophet” is an untrue statement. Jonah was of
Galilee (2 Kings 14: 25) ; Elijah probably so (1 Kings 17:1);
and Nahum also (Nah. 1:1).]
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6. DISCUSSION ABOUT THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY
7:53t08:11

53 *And they went every man unto his own house.

1 But Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning
he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat
down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and the Pharisees bring a woman
taken in adultery; and having set her in the midst, 4 they say unto him,

3Most of the ancient authorities omit John 7. 53-8. 11. Those which contain it
vary much from each other

53 And they went every man unto his own house.—[The
session of the Sanhedrin broke up and each member went to
his own home.]

1 But Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.—This is the
earliest mention of the Mount of Olives with the visits of
Jesus. The mount is situated on the east side of Jerusalem,
its ascent beginning just on the suburbs of the city. From its
top the city can be overlooked. It was from this mount that
Jesus overlooked the city on his last visit to Jerusalem and
wept over its coming ruin and desolation in terms of such ten-
der pathos and sorrow. On its eastern slope the villages of
Bethany and Bethphage are situated. The former was the
home of Martha and Mary and Lazarus, the strong personal
friends of Jesus, whose house seems to have been the chief
stopping place of Jesus when in Jerusalem. He had strong
personal friends in Bethphage as well as Bethany. He was
now when in Jerusalem likely spending his nights with this
{amily as he did during the last week of his sojourn on earth.

2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple,
and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and
taught them.—Spending his nights at Olivet, he returned
early in the morning to teach in the temple.

3 And the scribes and the Pharisees bring a woman taken in
adultery; and having set her in the midst,—In some of the
early manuscripts this account of the woman is wanting.
Some conclude that it is not genuine. But it seems to have

the divine stamp upon it by the spirit and wisdom in which it
was treated.
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Teacher, this worhan hath been taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 ‘Now
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such: what then sayest thou of
her? 6 And this they said, trying him, that they might have whereof to
accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the

‘Lev. 20. 10; Dt. 22. 22f.

4 they say unto him, Teacher, this woman hath been taken
in adultery, in the very act—The case was brought before
Jesus by his enemies in the effort to find ground for accusing
him.

5 Now 1n the law Moses commanded us to stone such: what
then sayest thou of her?—The law of Moses required that one
guilty of adultery should be stoned to death. (Deut. 22: 23.)
The law had fallen into disuse at this time. The Roman
government forbade the Jews inflicting capital punishment
without the sanction of the Roman ruler. The Romans did
not hold adultery a ground for capital punishment, and would
not sanction the death of one for this offense. Then the char-
acter and temper of Jesus made it certain that he would not
have ordered her executed if he had the power. So they imag-
ined they could force him to set aside the law of Moses and
give ground for accusing and condemning him before the peo-
ple.

6 And this they said, trying him, that they might have
whereof to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his
finger wrote on the ground.—Jesus was not quick to answer.
He allowed them to press the point and fully commit them-
selves. He knew they all had been guilty of the same sin at
some time in their lives. [The dilemma they wished to get
him in was somewhat like that of the tribute money. To af-
firm the binding validity and force of the law of Moses would
be to advise a course of action contrary to the Roman law.
On the other hand, if he set aside this law it would make him
liable to the charge of breaking this law which would be an
aid in killing his influence with the Jews. In one case they
would accuse him to the Romans and place him under civil
authority; in the other they could denounce him as setting
aside the law of Moses. This is the only recorded instance
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ground. 7 But when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and
said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone
at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the
ground. 9 And they, when they heard it, went out one by one, beginning
from the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman,

where Jesus ever wrote a line. What he wrote at this time no
one knows for the reason it is not recorded.]

7 But when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself,
and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her.—The law of Moses required the wit-
ness to cast the first stone. “The hand of the witnesses shall
be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hand
of all the people. So thou shalt put away the evil from the
midst of thee.” (Deut. 17:7.) The simplicity and ease with
which he caught those in the trap set for him marks the rec-
ord as genuine. [They were determined to succeed so kept
pressing the question, “What then sayest thou?” His answer
was like a bolt of lightning. It afirmed nothing, set them
back on their own hearts and bade them thus decide. It was
as if he had said to them, “Wherefore thou art without excuse,
O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judg-
est dost practice the same things.”]

8 And again he stooped down, and with his finger wrote on
the ground.—He stooped again to write, doubtless to give

them opportunity to do what they desired free from restraint
of observation.

9 And they, when they heard it, went out one by one, begin-
ning from the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left
alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst.—Jesus
called into activity their own consciences and then left the
conscience to direct their course. He decided according to the
law and threw the responsibility of executing the law upon

them. They slipped out one by one and left him and the
woman alone.

10 And Jesus lifted up himself, and said unto her, Woman,
where are they? did no man condemn thee?—[Is there no one
to prove you guilty ?]
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where she was, in the midst. 10 And Jesus lifted up himself, and said unto
her, Woman, where are they? did no man condemn thee? 11 And she said,
No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn thee: go thy way;
from henceforth sin no more.

11 And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do
I condemn thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin no more.—
With none to execute the law, he showed the mercy of God
and told her to sin no more. To condemn her was to execute
like sentence upon her. This he did not do; but in kindness
condemned the sin, warned to sin no more and let the woman
go. [“Go” and “sin no more” is a strong implied rebuke of
the woman’s past life, and charge to repent and lead a differ-
ent life. It also implies an opening of the door of hope if she
complied with the conditions. The Christian’s mercy ought
to be like that of Jesus—sorrow for the sinner but indignation
for sin. It should lead him to seek to save men from sin and
to open the door of hope to the fallen.]

7. JESUS DECLARES HIMSELF THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
8:12-20

12 Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the

12 Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the
light of the world:—Jesus lays stress on the truth, that he
came to give light to the world, both intellectual, scientific,
and real light on all subjects. “In him was life; and the life
was the light of men.” (1:4.) He shed light when the world
saw the example set in his life and actions as well as in the
precepts he delivered. To follow his precepts and examples is
to receive and appropriate the light he gives. [Light was
considered as an accompaniment of the presence of God.
Moses saw the burning bush in Horeb. When he returned
from the presence of the Lord on Sinai his face was shining
with heavenly radiance. The pillar of fire that lighted Israel
on their journey was the emblem of the presence of God.
Now Christ, in the presence of both friends and foe, makes a
more stupendous claim and affirms that “I am the light of the
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world : he that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have
the light of life. 13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest wit-
ness of thyself; thy witness is not true. 14 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Even if I bear witness of myself, my witness is true; for I know
whence I came, and whither I go; but ye know not whence I come, or
whither I go. 15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 16 Yea and if I

world,” not to the Jews only, but to all nations that will em-
brace his claims.]

he that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but
shall have the light of life.—[As the pillar of fire lighted and
guided the children of Israel on their journey toward the
promised land, so shall his followers be lighted by him, and
shall have not only light, but “the light of life” which is the
gospel. He fills the life with light in the reception of the
word of God.]

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest wit-
ness of thyself; thy witness is not true.—The law of Moses
was that a man was not to be convicted upon the testimony of
one witness. Speaking of this, it was sometimes said the wit-
ness of one man was not true. It only meant that the truth
could not be established by the testimony of one witness.
Again, a man must have other testimony than his own to es-
tablish his claim to a high position. This was spoken of as if
a man has no witness for himself save his or his testimony is
not true. The Pharisees spoke to Jesus as to his claims to be
the Son of God.

14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Even if I bear wit-
ness of myself, my witness is true; for I know whence I came,
and whither I go; but ye know not whence I come, or whither
I go.—Jesus shows that even in this case his testimony could
be relied on, as he knew whence he came and others did not,

and they had no knowledge whence he came or whither he
went.

15 Ye judge after the flesh;—They judged after the out-
ward appearance. [They were fleshly—of the world and looked
upon outward appearances, material forms and, like the world,

judged accordingly. To such characters he is a riddle; to the
“Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness.”]
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judge, my judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I and the Father that
sent me. 17 Yea and in your law it is written, ®that the witness of two men
is true. 18 I am he that beareth witness of myself, and the Father that sent
me beareth witness of me. 19 They said therefore unto him, Where is thy

5Comp. Dt. 19. 15; 17. 6

I judge no man.—He judged no man on such grounds. His
was a righteous judgment, knowing the full truth concerning
himself. [He knows the hearts of men—the most profound
secret—but he lets their own works judge them. This will be
true in the final judgment.]

16 Yea and if I judge, my judgment is true; for I am not
alone, but I and the Father that sent me.—But if he should
judge his judgment would be correct since God was with him
and guided him in his judgment. [His mission into the world
was not to judge it, but to save it. He does not refrain from
judging it because of incompetence of passing just judgment,
for his Father would judge in him and all hearts are “naked
and laid open” unto him.]

17 Yea and in your law it is written, that the witness of two
men is true.—“One witness shall not rise up against a man for
any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the
mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses,
shall a matter be established.” (Deut. 19:15.) This law was
carried into the New Testament. (Matt. 18:16; 2 Cor. 13:1.)
[The Jews accepted this law as from God. Note, that Jesus
did not say our law, but “your law.” Strange, but neverthe-
less true, he never classes himself with the Jews.]

18 I am he that beareth witness of myself,—[In addition to
his own testimony that he came from the Father, there were
his mighty works bearing the same testimony. “We know,”
said Nicodemus, “that thou art a teacher come from God; for
no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with
him.]

and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.—He
gave the two witnesses in behalf of his claims. His could be
accepted inasmuch as the Father wrought through him. [The
witness of the Father is found in all the prophets who spoke
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Father? Jesus answered, Ye know neither me, nor my Father: if ye knew
me, ye would know my Father also. 20 These words spake he in the trea-
sury, as he taught in the temple: and no man took him; because his hour
was not yet come.

of Christ, and also given at his baptism by testimony from
heaven. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight-
way from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and
coming upon him; and lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying,
This i1s my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt.
3:16,17.)]

19 They said therefore unto him, Where is thy Father?—
[This question shows on its face that it is full of a scornful
spirit, and therefore not asked for information. Because they
could not see the Father they, therefore, disputed his word.]

Jesus answered, Ye know neither me, nor my Father:—His
claim was that God was his Father and that they did not
know God, although they claimed to be his people. [The
Pharisees clearly demonstrated that they knew not God by re-
jecting his Son.]

if ye knew me, ye would know my Father also.—If they
knew Jesus as the Messiah who came from God they would
know his Father. [Men who reject Christ prove by that act
that they know not God, for “in him dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily.” (Col.2:9.)]

20 These words spake he in the treasury,—The treasury
was one of the apartments of the temple. [It was located in
the court of the women, probably the most public part of the
temple. (Mark 12: 41; Luke 21: 1.) The location of his
teaching shows his boldness. ]

as he taught in the temple:—[The Sanhedrin held its ses-
sions usually in the hall Gazith, which was located between
the court of women and the inner court. Jesus was therefore
teaching within hearing of the headquarters of his worst ene-
mies, from whence came the orders shortly before (7: 32, 33)
for his arrest.]

and no man took him; because his hour was not yet come.
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—[“Until the Passover, six months in the future that the
plans of his enemies should all fail, and his hour should not
come, was clearly known to the Lord.”]

8. i—IE ANNOUNCES HIS DEPARTURE AND THE INABILITY OF
HIS ENEMIES TO FOLLOW HIM
8:21-30

21 He said therefore again unto them, I go away, and ye shall seek me,
and shall die in your sin: whither I go, ye cannot come. 22 The Jews there-
fore said, Will he kill himself, that he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come?
23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of

2] He said therefore again unto them, I go away, and ye
shall seek me, and shall die in your sin:—He turns to the same
thought presented in 7: 34. When distressed, and especially
when they come to meet God and the judgment, they would
seek to come where he is and would not be able to come.
[Jesus will depart and return to heaven, and they shall seek
him when it is too late and shall not find him, but die in their
sins. |

whither I go, ye cannot come.—[The results of rejecting
the Savior are that they shall die in their sins and therefore
cannot go to heaven where he is. This, together with the
next three verses, opposes the doctrine of universal salvation.]

22 The Jews therefore said, Will he kill himself, that he
saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come?—They had previously
asked: Will he go to the dispersed among the Gentiles to
teach? Now they ask: Will he kill himself? [The Jews were
slow to comprehend the purpose of Jesus, but surely not so
dull as their question implies. Probably the question is asked
in scorn. Since he had told them that he was going where
they could not come, they probably meant that he was going
to Gehenna, where all suicides go, rather than to heaven,
where all Pharisees expect to go. They held that the darkest
regions of the underworld were reserved for those who were
guilty of suicide.]

23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from
above:—In answer to the question of killing himself, he tells
them that he is from heaven and will after his death return
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this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said-therefore unto you, that ye
shall die in your sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins. 25 They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? Jesus said unto
them, 'Even that which I have also spoken unto you from the beginning. 26
I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you: howbeit he that
sent me is true; and the things which I heard from him, these speak I unto

10r, Altogether that which I also speak unto you

there. [They had referred to the underworld in their question
to each other so Jesus in his reply to them states where each
is from and that when he departs he will go to the place
from whence he came.]

ye are of this world; I am not of this world.—They will
tend downward in the world to come. [They will go to the

place for which they are prepared, while he goes to his
Father.]

24 1 said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins:
for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.—
Because of their earthly or fleshly nature, they would die in
their sins and could not come to him. [The only way to es-
cape from the doom of the wicked, either for these Jews or
any one else, is here stated by the Lord. Unbelief will damn
the world. A living, active faith in Christ is the only thing
that leads to heaven. While they were unsaved, yet there was
one ray of hope for escape, namely, believing in Christ. He
who dies in unbelief dies in sin and therefore dies without
hope.]

25 They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? Jesus said
unto them, Even that which I have also spoken unto you from
the beginning.—The statement that they would die in their
sins and never be able to come where he will be stirred their
indignation and they ask, “Who art thou?’ Jesus had
claimed from the beginning to be of his Father God.

26 1 have many things to speak and to judge concerning
you: howbeit he that sent me is true; and the things which I
heard from him, these speak I unto the world.—Jesus had
come to make known the will of God to the world. He at all

times held out that what he taught was not from himself, but
was the will of God, and God was true.
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the world. 27 They perceived not that he spake to them of the Father. 28
Jesus therefore said, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye
know that *I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father
taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me; he
hath not left me alone; for I do always the things that are pleasing to him.
30 As he spake these things, many believed on him.

20r, I am he: and I do

27 They perceived not that he spake to them of the Father.
—They did not recognize that their God was his Father.
[Their minds were so full of earthly things that they did not
care to heed spiritual things.]

28 Jesus therefore said, When ye have lifted up the Son of
man,—He was to be lifted up on the cross. This foretold the
manner of his death [and proved his divinity. No one but a
divine being could foretell the future.]

then shall ye know that I am he,—After he was crucified
they would know by the signs following that he is the Son of
God, and that the Father was with and in him. Even those
who failed to believe on him owned his divine power. [His
resurrection would be the grounds of an increase in disciple-
ship. Fifty days after his crucifixion about three thousand in
one day obeyed the gospel and became his followers. A few
weeks later other thousands did likewise. The very act that
his enemies hoped would blot his name from history was the
means of filling the world with obedient believers. Jesus on
the cross became a badge of honor instead of a symbol of
shame. It is the central act and foundation of the Christian
religion. It gives spiritual life to man.]

and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father taught
me, I speak these things.—[He was his Father’s agent and did
nothing not authorized by him.]

29 And he that sent me is with me; he hath not left me
alone; for I do always the things that are pleasing to him.—
The ground for the Father’s presence with Jesus is that he al-
ways did the will of his Father. God is with all who do his
will.

30 As he spake these things, many believed on him.—[Their
faith was produced by the testimony presented by him.]
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9. HE TELLS THE JEWS HOW TO BE FREE
8: 31-45

31 Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in
my word, then are ye truly my disciples; 32 and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered unto him, We are Abra-

31 Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him,
If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples;—The
continuance in his will is the only test of true discipleship.
This shows that to accept the truth and not follow it up by
continuing to obey it will not save. One act of obedience does
not free from sin, but a continuance in the words of God alone
can free from sin and its direful results. It is a great mistake
to think that one act frees us from sin. When we show our
faith in God by compliance with his prescribed conditions of
forgiveness he remits the penalties of past sins and places us
in a condition to go forward in his service and thus secure
freedom from the dominion and effects of sin; but it is only
the persistent walk in keeping the words of Jesus that can
free us from the bondage and condemnation of sin and fit us
for companionship with God and his children in his own
blessed home. Without this there can be no salvation with
God. It is the continuance in the words of Jesus Christ that
fits for salvation.

32 and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.—To continue in the word of God is more than to
obey the positive precept that brings into Christ, and now and
then to attend upon the services of the Lord’s house. To con-
tinue in the word of God is to take that word into our hearts,
to take the spirit inspired and that dwells in that word, into
our hearts and let that spirit infuse itself into our souls, so
that the Spirit of Christ will dwell in us, will lead us, will be
our Spirit and will inspire our feelings, will control our
thoughts, mold our actions, and guide our lives in all things
so that our bodies will become the temples of the Spirit of
God and our lives will bear the fruits of the Spirit of God
dwelling within us. To continue in his word is to make that
word the supreme law of our daily lives that it may convert
our souls, so that we may breathe continually an atmosphere
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ham’s seed, and have never yet been in bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin. 35 And
the bondservant abideth not in the house for ever: the son abideth for ever.

impregnated with the Spirit of God in our hearts that our
souls may delight, find their joy and happiness in doing God’s
law,

33 They answered unto him,—[Probably not the believing,
but the unbelieving Jews.]

We are Abraham’s seed, and have never yet been in bon-
dage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?—
They did not understand to what the freedom applied, and
insisted that since they were the seed of Abraham they were
never in bondage to any man so did not need to be made free.
It is just as important that we continue as Abraham did to
walk in his service as it is that we enter his service; it is just
as important that we follow on in faithful obedience to the
will of God as it is that we believe in him. Importance is
given to faith because faith leads to a continued walk in the
words of God. A faith that does not lead to this is a dead
faith that brings no good to man. It brings evil because it in-
volves a degree of knowledge of God and his will. He that
knows his Master’s will and does it not shall be beaten with
added stripes because of this knowledge. One who thinks he
is helped by faith, when that faith does not lead to a continued
life walk in the words of Jesus Christ, is deceived. The pur-
pose and end of that walk is the training and schooling of the
spirit of man into a oneness with the Spirit of God.

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin.—
This is the most cruel slavery. They were slow to understand
his meaning, and he plainly declares it. [He who continues in
sin is in slavery to Satan.]

35 And the bondservant abideth not in the house for ever:
the son abideth for ever.—A slave is not personally connected
with the family. The son is the heir and permanent member
of the family.
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36 If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I
know that ye are Abraham’s seed ; yet ye seek to kill me, because my word
*hath not free course in you. 38 I speak the things which I have seen with
‘my Father: and ye also do the things which ye heard from your father. 39
They answered and said unto him, Our father is Abraham. Jesus said
unto them, If ye Swere Abraham’s children, ®ye would do the works of Abra-

30r, hath no place in vou

08r, the Father: do ye also therefore the things which ye heard from the Father
5Gr. are

*Some ancient authorities read ye do the works of Abraham

36 If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed.—The son, the heir, could give lasting freedom, but the
servant could not make free.

37 I know that ye are Abraham’s seed;—He knew they
were Abraham’s seed after the flesh but their spirit was not
like Abraham’s. [The civil register probably represented a
genuine descent in the flesh, but there is something far more
important than this, without which this is nothing.]

yet ye seek to kill me, because my word hath not free
course in you.—[His word had penetrated their hearts and
made them for the time being believers, but it had no further
development; it had made no advance. On the contrary, they
had, after believing for a time, again gone back. The implied
conclusion is that they were not Abraham’s seed in the best
sense. |

38 I speak the things which I have seen with my Father:
and ye also do the things which ye heard from your father.—
Both Jesus and the Jews followed the spirit of their fathers.
Jesus spoke the words of God. [He is drawing a sharp con-
trast between the source of their conduct and his. The devil
was their father (44) and seeking to kill Jesus was evidence
that they were doing their father’s bidding.]

39 They answered and said unto them, Our father is Abra-
ham.—They refused to own that they had any father save
Abraham. Jesus was speaking of spiritual relations, and they
did not receive the spirit of Abraham.

Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye
would do the works of Abraham.—[They were the offspring
of Abraham according to the flesh, but spiritually they had
another father whom they served. (44.)]
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ham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth,
which I heard from God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the works of
your father. They said unto him, We were not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your
Father, ye would love me: for I came forth and am come from God; for
neither have I come of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not
"understand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are
of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do.

70r, know

40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the
truth, which I heard from God: this did not Abraham.—If
they were Abraham’s children after the flesh, they were not
after the spirit. Jesus had come into the world to elevate the
spiritual man above the fleshly, and the spiritual relations
above the fleshly. [Note the uncompromising assertion of
Jesus as a messenger from God.]

41 Ye do the works of your father.—They showed the spirit
of the devil so were his spiritual children.

They said unto him, We were not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God.—As they were the children of
Abraham after the flesh and Abraham was a child of God,
they insisted that God was their original Father. [They seem
now to get a glimpse of the moral sense in which Jesus takes
the notion of Sonship, and proceed to assert that they whose
lineage on both sides is unimpeachable in the flesh cannot be
successfully impeached in the Spirit.]

42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would
love me: for I came forth and am come from God; for neither
have I come of myself, but he sent me.—Jesus kept the spiri-
tual relation before them. If God were your Father you
would not oppose me.

43 Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye
cannot hear my word.—Their failure to understand him was
because of their fleshly, sensual nature that was cherished
among them.

44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father it is your will to do.—The devil inspired their course.
He is the author of all evil. The devil was their father be-
cause they desired to do his will, and while desiring to do his
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He was a murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, be-
cause there is no truth in him. *When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof. 45 But because I say the truth,

8Or, When one speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for his father also is a liar

will they could not understand the teachings of Jesus. No
man can understand or serve God who desires to follow the
devil. Those who desire to do the lust of the devil are the
children of the devil.

He was a murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in
the truth,—He delights in the corruption and ruin of souls as
God delights in their salvation. This implies that the devil
was once in the truth, was in heaven, even the atmosphere of
heaven ; but he loved falsehood better than truth, was cast out
of heaven and was carried down to hell. “For if God spared
not angels when they sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved unto judg-
ment.” (2 Pet. 2: 4.) “And angels that kept not their own
principality, but left their proper habitation, he hath kept in
everlasting bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” (Jude 6.) ‘“And the great dragon was cast down,
the old serpent, he that is called the Devil and Satan, the de-
ceiver of the whole world ; he was cast down to the earth, and
his angels were cast down with him.” (Rev. 12:9.)

because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie,
he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof.
—In lying, falsehood, and deception he was speaking of his
own nature and led others with him into ruin.

45 But because I say the truth, ye believe me not.—They

being children of the devil, after the spirit like him, refuse to
hear Jesus because he was of the truth and spoke the truth.

10. HE CHALLENGES THE JEWS TO CONVICT HIM OF SIN
8: 46-50

ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convicteth me of sin? If I say truth,
why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth the words of God:

46 Which of you convicteth me of sin? If I say truth, why
do ye not believe me?—His works were the ground of his
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for this cause ye hear them not, because ye are not of God. 48 The Jews
answered and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and
hast a demon? 49 Jesus answered, I have not a demon; but I honor my
Father, and ye dishonor me. 50 But I seek not mine own glory: there is one
that seeketh and judgeth. 51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my

claim to be the Son of God, and he challenges them to convict
him of any falsehood or wrong. And if they cannot convict
him, why do they not believe me?

47 He that is of God heareth the words of God: for this
cause ye hear them not, because ye are not of God.—Those
who did not honor God in their hearts would not hear God’s
word. They would hence not listen to or accept his teaching.

48 The Jews answered and said unto him, Say we not well
that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a demon?—The Samari-
tans were worse than the Gentiles in the eyes of the Jews.
They were a mongrel race that claimed the privileges of the
Jews, and the Jews charged that they were all possessed of
demons.

49 Jesus answered, I have not a demon; but I honor my
Father, and ye dishonor me.—Jesus insisted that he honored
the Father by doing his will, and that they dishonored him by
the charges brought against him.

50 But I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh
and judgeth.—As an evidence of his righteousness, he was not
sent to seek honor for himself, but for another. God seeks
and will judge.

11. JESUS DECLARES THE POWER OF HIS WORK AND HIS
PRE-EXISTENCE
8: 51-59

word, he shall never see death. 52 The Jews said unto him, Now ye know
that thou hast a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If

51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my word, he
shall never see death.—He makes these strong statements to
draw their minds to the spiritual nature of his meaning. On
account of their sensual nature, these Jews could not take in
his meaning, so he made this strong statement referring to
spiritual death.

52 The Jews said unto him, Now we know that thou hast a
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a man keep my word, he shall never taste of death. 53 Art thou greater
than our father Abraham, who died? and the prophets died: whom makest
thou thyself? 54 Jesus answered, If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing: it
is my Father that glorifieth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God; 55
and ye have not known him: but I know him; and if I should say, I know
him not, I shall be like unto you, a liar: but I know him, and keep his word.
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced 'to see my day; and he saw it, and was
glad. 57 The Jews therefore said unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old,
and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say

10r, that he should see

demon. Abraham died, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If
a man keep my word, he shall never taste of death.—They, re-
fusing to see his meaning, feel sure that he has a demon to
claim exemption for those who believed in him from the death
that came to Abraham and the inspired men of old time.

53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, who died?
and the prophets died: whom makest thou thyself?—In their
minds it was blasphemous to claim higher honor than those
ancient worthies received. [Their contention is that Abraham
and the prophets heard the word of God and are dead, and
shall they, who hear thee, not die?]

54 Jesus answered, If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing:
it is my Father that glorifieth me; of whom ye say, that he is
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