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INTRODUCTION.

It is painful to see the popular indifference that is every-
where manifested for the Word of God. I do not mean to
say, with some, that this indifference is increasing; or that
it is even as great now as it was a hundred years ago. I am
fully persuaded that it is not. Indeed, I feel entirely con-
fident, that the Holy Scriptures had never before so great
an influence over the masses of mankind as they have at
present. But, nevertheless, their influence is very little in
comparison with what it ought to.be. Very few persons
seem to believe the Bible with their whole hearts. And
hence but few tremble at its solemn precepts and warnings:
very few seem to feel and to acknowledge its paramount
claims and authority. Most unconverted men have, of
course, but little regard for it: and even in the Church, its
laws and its institutions are, by many, treated with more in-
difference than the petty rules and regulations of a borough
police.

It would be an interesting problem, to inquire into the

(xi)



xil INTRODUCTION.

cause or causes of this wide-spread indifference with respect
to the laws, and ordinances, and institutions of Jehovah.
And it might, moreover, have a bearing for good, in many
ways. But for this, I have not time, at present. My ob-
ject, in the following pages, is not so much to inquire into
the origin and history of this popular skepticism, as to re-
move it. I wish, as far as possible, to enlighten the popu-
lar understanding ; to assign to Reason her proper province ;
and to arouse to a sense of feeling and activity, the slum-
bering conscience. In this way, and by these means, I
hope to sweep away some of the false refuges in which men
are prone to trust; and to help, it may be in a very humble
way, to restore the Bible to its proper position, as the only
safe and all-authoritative rule of faith and practice.

The work is designed for all classes of readers; and I
have therefore written it with all possible simplicity and
plainness. The occasional introduction of Greek and He-
brew words need not discourage any one from reading the
book. Their English equivalents are always given, as far
as the nature of the case will permit: so that the mere
English student can use the work with as much freedom
and satisfaction as if it contained no foreign words of any
kind; while the classical student will not unfrequently be
assisted by having the original words expressed in their
proper connection.

To all students of the Bible, then, and especially to young
men preparing for the work of the Christian Ministry, the
Jollowing pages are respectfully and affectionately dedicated.
If they in any measure serve the purpose for which they
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were written, I will not regret, that in great physical weak-
ness and suffering, I have, at the request of many brethren,
prepared them for the press. That God may graciously
sanctify them to his own glory, and make them eminently
instrumental in promoting truth and righteousness among
men, is my earnest and sincere prayer, for Christ’s sake.

R. MILLIGAN.

KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY,}
October 1, 1867.






REASON AND REVELATION.

PART FIRST.
DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE.

CHAPTER 1.

PRELIMINARY.

My theme is The Province of Reason in
matters pertaining to Divine Revelation. On {ro® fcopeof
this, as on most other questions of great prac-
tical importance, mankind have long been divided. Some
run to one extreme, and some to another. The Two extremes
Mjystics, for example, constrained by their false on this ques-
system of philosophy, have generally assigned "™
to Reason a very low and subordinate place in Viewsof the
the investigation and discovery of truth. With Mostics.
them, the Inner Light, (lumen internum,) produced by the
immediate and direct operation of the Spirit of God on the
sensibilities of the human soul, is the guide of life. With-
out this, Reason, in their estimation, is blind ;: and the Bible
is a sealed book, an inexplicable enigma.

The Rationalists, on the other hand, give to viewsor the
Reason all authority. Whatever they can ex- Retiontlists

plain rationally, i. e., according to their approved system or
(15)



16 REASON AND REVELATION.

systems of philosophy, they receive as true; but whatever
they can not so explain and comprehend, they reject as false
and absurd. And hence it follows that the Bible has no
more authority with them than a heathen classic. Its mira-
cles are all either wholly ignored as false, or treated as myths.
And its remaining portions are constantly tortured and per-
verted in the ever-varying crucible of whatever may happen
to be the popular system of philosophy.
How these two  Here, then, as in many other cases, extremes
extremes me*t meet. The tendency of both Mysticism and
the Bible. Rationalism is to greatly diminish, if indeed
not to wholly destroy, the authority and influence of Divine
Revelation. The former does this, by degrading Reason;
the latter, by unduly exalting her. The former makes her
the mere slave of feeling: the latter deifies her, and makes
her the sovereign arbiter in all things pertaining to human
life and human destiny.
Where the But here also, as in most similar cases, the
truth fies. truth occupies medium ground. The fundamen-
tal principle of Mysticism is a fundamental error. Every
Refutation of 120 Who looks narrowly into his own con-
:.';; Mystical sciousness, knows full well that subjective truth
originates not in the feelings or sensibilities, as
Swedenborg and his school would have us believe, but in the
understanding or the intellect. Through the medium of the
intellect, it pervades the sensibilities; through the sensibili-
ties, it influences the will ; and through the will, it controls the
life. Even the conscience itself is subject to the dictates and
teachings of the understanding. It isalways a faithful moni-
tor. But its office is rot to judge, but to execute. It is the
sheriff that faithfully carries out the decisions of Reason,
whether they be right or wrong; whether they be true or
false; whether they be just or unjust. Paul had always a
good conscience; that is, an approving conscience; because he
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always acted conscientiously; but, nevertheless, he was a
very great sinner, because his reason erred.

Reason, then, has something to do, even in religious mat-
ters. But it does not follow that her influence .
here is absolute, or that she is at liberty to re- in heropera-
ject as spurious or absurd whatever she can not rone:
herself fully explain and comprehend. Not at all. Her
powers and functions are limited. She must . -
have the necessary evidence before she can de- the evidence
cide on the truth or falsity of any proposition. eubmitted
She may, it is true, form an opinion on any subject; but
even this opinion will be found, on examination, to depend
on the implied probabilities or improbabilities of the case.
The uninstructed youth, for example, would not
hesitate for a moment to answer in the negative fromthe planet
the question whether or not the planet Jupiter Juptter.
is inhabited. As he looks up into the heavens, he sees
there, under the name of Jupiter, but a bright spot, appar-
ently not near so large as the small sunflower in his fath-
er’s garden. And hence, from the evidence in his posses-
sion, he can not think that it would be a suitable residence
for such beings as are men and women. But let him now
be informed that the earth was made for man ; that its vast
mineral, vegetable, and animal resources were all designed
for the comfort and happiness of beings formed in the im-
age and likeness of their Creator; let him be further told
or made to understand, on reliable evidence, that Jupiter is
about fourteen hundred times larger than the earth; that
it has four times as many satellites; that it revolves on its
axis and in its orbit, like the earth; and that, on the whole,
it has a much greater influence in the Solar system than our
own little planet, and soon his doubts will begin to change,
and his reason will finally decide in favor of the probability
of its being inhabited by some such rational and accounta-

2



18 REASON AND REVELATION.

ble beings as man. I say probability, because, the evidence
characteror  De€INZ only probable, the conclusion mast also
the couclusion  be probable. But let the evidence be conclu-
Kmioevi- . sive or demonstrative, and so, also, will be
dence. the conclusion. Concede, for example, that all
men are mortal, and that Socrates is a man, and then Rea-
son will, of necessity, draw the conclusion that Socrates is
mortal. If she is not satisfied with the conclusion, she may
review the premises. But let their correctness be conceded,
and then Reason has no alternative left but to draw the con-
clusion and to acquiesce in it, whether she fully comprehends
Genoral omea W OT mot.  This, then, is her province in every
or provinco of department of truth to which the human mind
Reason. . .
has access. It is simply by a process of ab-
straction, comparison, and generalization to draw from the
data otherwise furnished, the proper inferences and conclu-
s1omns.
And hence it is obvious that her relations to Divine Rev-
Intimate con.  €lation are most intimate and important. The

mection be- very first question that naturally arises in the
twecn Keason . . .
and Revela-  mind of every man concerning the Bible respects

tion. . o . . . « o
its origin. Is it of human, or is it of Divine

origin? Is it the word of man’s wisdom, or is it, as it
First province  claims to be, the word of the living God? To
of Reason in . .

matters per-  @NSWer this question, therefore, on the ground
taining to Di- : . : 3 :
e . of all the evidence variously furnished, is the

tion. first province of Reason in matters pertaining

to Divine Revelation.

Proof that Gea (70d requires no man to believe without suf-

reduive o e Hcient evidence. He did not require even Pha-

ithout suff. raoh. and tl.ne Egyptians to do this.* Nor did
Christ require this of the Jews. “If,” said he,

“I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had

* Exodus vii: 9.
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sin; but now they have no cloak for their sin.” And again,
he adds, in the second verse following: “If I had not done
among them the works which no other man has done, they
would have had no sin; but now they have both seen and
hated both me and my Father.”*

In such a treatise as this, in which brevity is a primary
object, it will not, of course, be expected that I should fur-
nish even a general outline of the evidences of Christianity.
For this, I must refer the reader to the works of Lardner,
Paley, Butler, Blount, Horne, Chalmers, Heng- _
stenberg, Mansell, Rogers, Taylor, McCosh, Ull- cvidences of
mann, Auberlen, Schaff, and other writers on Christinnity.
the genuineness and Divine authenticity of the Holy Scrip-
tures. But a matter so fundamental as this should not be
passed over in silence. Reason demands that, even in this
brief treatise, we should have a suficient and satisfactory
reason for our faith in the Word of God. Without this,
indeed, my object in writing this book would be in a great
measure defeated. And I will, therefore, as briefly as I can,
present and illustrate one of the many chains of The chain of
evidence that serve to prove the Divine origin e’ iris
of the Holy Scriptures. It all depends on the treatise.
universally-acknowledged relation that exists between cause
and effect.

It is now every-where conceded, and received as an axiom-
atic truth, that every effect must have its own The funds-
adequate and sufficient cause. It is not enough ﬁzzﬁlhﬂ:ﬁ?,;
that it have merely a cause. The common Jfsrevment @
sense of mankind demands and requires that conceded.
the cause shall be adequate and sufficient. Otherwise, we
know intuitively, as well as experimentally, that the effect
can not and will not follow in any case.

Thus, for instance, all sane persons would reject as absurd

* John xv: 22 and 24.
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the allegation that a clock or a watch is the result of
chance; that it was made in some way ‘without
a maker, and that it was designed without a
designer. Such an idea is wholly inconsistent with even our
earliest intuitions, and the first developments of Reason.

And hence, you see why it is that the dogmas of Athe-
Wir Atheiem 1M have always been regarded as so very ab-
issoveryab-  surd by all men of sobriety and reflection. Con-
e cede that there is a God who made, preserves,
and governs all things, and then all is plain, simple, and
rational. We have, then, a cause that is adequate and suffi-
cient to account for all the varied phenomena of nature.
We can, then, understand how it is, and why it is, that the
heavens are so beautiful, and that the earth is so well
adapted to all the wants and circumstances of man.

But to deny, with most modern Atheists, that the uni-
Fundamental  verse has any marks of design or intelligence,
M me. is to deny the evidence of our own senses.
fate. And to say, with ancient Atheists, that evi-
dence of design does not of necessity imply the existence
Fundamental  and agency of a designer, is to ignore the funda-
Ancions Atne. mental laws of human belief, and to deprive rea-
fate. son of her most reliable data.

And just so it is with respect to the Divine authenticity
concedo that ~ Of the Holy Bible. Concede that this wonder-
ood fs the 2= ful volume is the inspired Word of God, and
ble, and what then all that follows is plain, simple, and ra-

tional. The facts and other recorded phenom-
ena are just such as we might reasonably anticipate.
Deny thie But deny this fundamental truth, assume that
truth, and the Bible is not the inspired Word of God, but
et Jucts can - that it is a work of uninspired men, however

ed for? great and however learned, and then how will
you account,

Illastration.
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I. For the Unity and the Harmony of this wonderful
book ?

II. How will you account for its great Simplicity, and,
at the same time, for its absolute Incomprehensibility ?

III. How will you account for its unparalleled The-
ology ?

IV. How will you account for its superior code of Mo-
rality, and its ameliorating influence on society ?

V. How will you account for the Supernatural Character
of Christ?

VI. How will you account for the Existence, History,
and Prevalence of Christianity ?

VII. How will you account for the many plain and un-
mistakable instances of Fulfilled Prophecy ?

VIII. And, finally, how will you account for the Har-
mony of the Bible with the Progress and Discoveries of
Modern Science and Philosophy ?

It seems to me that this Chapter of Christian Evidences
has never yet been fairly and satisfactorily in- Reason for se-
vestigated. And I have, therefore, selected it, geemerot Ev.
for the double purpose of proving the Divine idene.
origin of the Holy Scriptures, and showing that God still
requires no man to believe without sufficient evidence.
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CHAPTER II.
THE TNITY AND HARMONY OF THE BIBLE.

My present subject is the Unity and Harmony of the
Subject of Holy Bible. This will be best understood by
Chapter Sec- referring, for illustration, to the unity and har-

' mony of the Book of Nature.

It has been often said, and truly said, that nature is a
Proof that Na. UNit.  With this important truth most of my
ture inaunit:  pregders are, no doubt, more or less familiar.
Many of you have learned from your Chemistry that the
whole mineral kingdom is composed of about sixty-four
From Chemis. different kinds of atoms, united together in
try- the most exact and definite proportions. And
from your text-books on Natural History, some of you, at
From Natural 1€ast, have also learned that there is a very close
History. connection between the Mineral, Vegetable, and
Animal Kingdoms; that, as the mineral is the basis of the
vegetable, so, also, is the vegetable the stay and support of
the animal ; and the animal, again, of the spiritual. So that
the earth, though composed of millions of atoms, and occu-
pied by innumerable species, is really but one perfect and
harmonious whole.

Nor is thisall. Under the mysterious influence of attrac-
¥rom Astron- 110D, the Earth and several other planets, pri-
omy. mary and secondary, are bound to the Sun, form-
ing one Solar system. And by the same mysterious forces,
the Solar system is linked to another ; and this again to an-
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other, and another, until all are finally united in one glo-
rious, sublime, and boundless universe.

True, indeed, there are, in this vast and boundless scheme
of nmature, many apparent discrepancies and ir- ,

ppavent dis-

regularitics.  Acids and alkalies have very un- crepancies in
like properties. Some vegetables are poisonous,
and others are nutritious. Some animals are rational, and
others are irrational. Some of the planets move west-
ward, and some eastward ; some in orbits that are nearly
circular, and others in orbits that are extremely elliptical.
But all such cases of apparent discord are re- qpecearean
ally essential elements of unity and harmony, esentislcle-

. ments of har-
They are all necessary parts and links of mony.

—-—— ‘that golden, everlasting chain,
Which in its strong embrace holds heaven, and earth, and main,”

and which really serves to unite in one harmonious whole
all parts and parccls of the entire physical universe.

And just so it is, with respect to the Bible. It, too, has
its links and its chains of Divine harmony, ex- gyidence that
tending from its Alpha to its Omega; and from (e Bible s
its center to all parts of its circumference. monious whole.

Take, for example, the chain of Divine promises concern-
ing the coming, the reign, and the triumphs of _
the Messiah. The first of these is given in the promises con-
sentence that God pronounced on the Old Ser- ' Chriat.
pent, immediately after the fall of man. “I will,” said
Jehovah, “put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy sced and her seed. It shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.”* He did not say seeds, as
if he were speaking of many; but he said, “ Her Seed,”
which is Christ.}

Again it was said to Abraham, “ In thy seed shall all the

#* Genesis iii: 15. 1 Galatians iii: 16.
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nations of the earth be blessed.”* And again, Jacob said
to his twelve sons, “The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from his offspring, till Shiloh come;
and to him shall the gathering of the people be.”f And
again, Moses said to the children of Israel, A prophet shall
the Lord your God raise up to you of your brethren, like
unto me: him shall ye hear in all things. And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever will not hear that prophet,
ghall be cut off from among the people.”f And still again,
Tsaiah, speaking in vision, says, “ Unto us a child is born;
unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder ; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, the mighty God, the Father of the everlasting age,
the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace, there shall be no end ; upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom ; to fix it, and to establish it, with
justice and with judgment from henceforth and forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”||

Similar promises were afterward frequently and variously
repeated by other prophets. But when the fullness of time
was come, the Seed of the woman, the Seed of Abraham, the
promised Shiloh, the long-expectell Prophet, the Messenger
of the Covenant, and the Founder of the everlasting age,
all appeared in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. This chain
of evidence has been so often and so fully illustrated by
others, that to say more concerning it at present is unneces-
sary.

Another very good illustration of the unity and harmony
stration  of the Holy Bible, we have given in the institu-
It 5t tion of sacrifice. This was a very ancient ordi-
sacrifice nance. For many centuries, sacrifices were daily,
and I may say blindly, offered on both Jewish and Gentile

® QGenesis xxii: 18. T Genesis xlix: 10. { Deut. xviii: 16-19.
| [saiah ix: 6 and 7.
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altars. A lamb was selected from the flock; it was then
killed ; its flesh was burned on the altar, and its blood was
sprinkled on and about the altar. But for what purpose?
There was not found on earth a Jewish Rabbi or a Gentile
philosopher that could answer this question. It was all
mystery—dark as the original chaos, and inexplicable as
a shadow without a substance—until Christ came as the
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. Then,
and not till then, it was manifest that the institution pointed
clearly, distinctly, and exclusively to Him who was to be
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniqui-
ties.

The same may be said of the Levitical Priesthood, and
most of the other types of the Old Covenant. Evidence
They all directly or indirectly pointed to Him geper tegut.
who is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 7
and the end, the center and the circumference of the whole
Bible. And hence it is evident that the Holy Scriptures
are a unit; that there is thus formed between all their parts
a connection, which is at once plain, clear, and unmis-
takable.

If any thing more is necessary on this subject, it may be
found in the oneness of sentiment and doctrine Proof drawn
which pervades the whole Bible. But I presume poeof socteine
that enough has been said to establish clearly &ndsentiment.
and fully the unity and harmony for which we plead.

I do not, of course, mean to say that there are not in the
Bible, as there are in nature, some apparent dis- pparent dis-
crepancies. Even the great and good Luther [rerereies:
once thought that the teachings of .James were for.
irreconcilably opposed to the teachings of Paul. 1 hers mis-
And hence, for a time, he rejected the Epistle teke-
of James as an uninspired document. But a more careful

and critical study of both James and Paul finally convinced
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the great Reformer that the error was in himself; that the
alleged discrepancy was only apparent; and that James and
Paul not only perfectly agree with each other, but also with
all the other writers of both the Old and the New Testa-
ment.

How, then, is this very remarkable unity of doctrine, and
gentiment, and plan to be accounted for ?

If the Bible had been all written by one and the same
piversity ot author, this might serve to account for it in
circamstances  part, though it would by no means account
the Bible was  even partially for many other characteristics of
composed. this wonderful volume. But as my readers all
know, even this much can not and must not be conceded.
The Bible consists of sixty-six books, composed by about
thirty different authors, during a period of about sixteen
hundred years, and under the most diverse circumstances
conceivable. Moses wrote the Pentateuch in the wilder-
ness, when science, literature, and the arts were in their
infancy. David composed most of his odes under the ex-
citing, distracting and embarrassing influences of a regal
court. Daniel and Ezekiel prophesied in captivity. Paul
dictated several of his most important epistles while he was
a prisoner at Rome, and under the care and vigilance of a
Roman guard. And John wrote the Apocalypse while he
was banished to Patmos, for the word of God and the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ.

Whence, then, 1 again ask, is this remarkable unity,
Nevertheless,  this unparalleled harmony that pervades the
barmony ars  Whole Bible? We find nothing like it in the
Tl wre 2ar ancient or modern systems of philosophy ; noth-
Dature. ing like it in the traditions of the Jews; and
nothing like it in the creeds and confessions of modern
Christendom. The only parallel case is found in the book
of nature.
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The necessary and only legitimate conclusion, then, from
all these premises, is, that the Author of Nature
18 also the Author of the Bible; and that holy Gonelusion.
men of old composed this most wonderful book as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.

CHAPTER III.

THE UNITED SIMPLICITY AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE
BIBLE.

THE second argument that I shall submit in proof of the
Divine Origin of the Holy Bible, is taken from scope ana
its great simplicity associated with a length, feconq aren.
and breadth, and depth of meaning that far meot-
transcends the range and capacity of the most profound un-
inspired genius.

That the way of life is plain and accessible to every
one who honestly seeks after honor, and glory, Proot that the
and immortality, may be very easily and very e sais i
clearly proved in several ways. And, every honest

I. By a reference to the pilgrimage of the Bible.
children of Israel, from Egypt to Canaan. So long as the
traveler kept his eye on the pillar of the argument
cloud, and followed its movements, all was well. ¢yree of tie o140
There was no danger of his being misled or Covenent.
misdirected by any one. Nothing short of a willful neglect
of the line of march, and of the places of rest marked out
by that supernatural symbol of Jehovah’s presence, could
cause any one to wander from -the way that would have in-
evitably led all Israel, if obedient, into the enjoyment of the

Promised Land. It was their obstinate refusal to follow
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the cloud, or a persistent determination to anticipate its
movements, that caused them to wander so long in the
wilderness. Had they been obedient, the way was open,
and they might all, without the loss of one, have marched
directly from Kadesh Barnea into Canaan.

Now, be it remembered that all these things happened
unto them as Types, (rvwoc*), and they were written for our
admonition. The Hebrews were delivered from bondage,
and so are we. Their march was through a great and ter-
rible wilderness, and so is ours. Their guide was super-
natural, and so is ours. So long as they followed it with
the humble, confiding disposition of little children, all was
well; and just so it has ever been with Christians. So
long as they have faithfully followed God’s directions, so long
their way has always been plain and prosperous. But when-
ever they have laid aside the Word of God, and taken rea-
son, or feeling, or any invention of their own as the guide
of life, then, just as uniformly, have followed shame, mis-
ery, and disappointment.

Argument and II. The great plainness and simplicity of the
Mustration — way of duty, life, and happiness may be further
" illustrated by prophecy.

In one of Isaiah’s most vivid, clear, and interesting vis-
ions concerning the times and reign of the Messiah, he saw
a beautiful highway cast up for the redeemed. It was
called “ The Way of Holiness.” It was, moreover, entirely
free from all the dangers and annoyances of ravenous
beasts. And, at the same time, it was so perfectly plain
that the wayfaring men, though simpletons, were in no dan-
ger of being misled on their march to the everlasting Zion.t
This, I need hardly say, was all designed to illustrate the
way of eternal blessedness under the peaceful and glorious
reign of the Messiah.

¢]1 Corinthians x: 1-12. tIsaiah xxxv: 8-9,
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III. The same important truth is also very clearly taught
in the actual developments of the Gospel. Its re- Argument
quirements are all so very plain that no honest from the ac-
man can well misunderstand his duty. For oyt
the sake of method and perspicuity, I will sim- Gospe!-
ply request my readers to consider, by and for themselves,

1. What is required in order to admission into the King-
dom of Christ here on earth, such as faith, repentance, con-
fession, and baptism ; and,

2. The conditions of continued membership, and of ad-
mission into God’s everlasting Kingdom. For a summary
of these, see 2 Peter i: 1-11.

But connected with this wonderful simplicity of the Gos-
pel plan of salvation, there is also in it a depth Great deptn
of meaning which no finite or uninspired mind §ro SomPre
can ever fully comprehend. of the Bible.

Let me here appeal to the consciousness of my readers.
Have you ever attempted to study a work of , =
mere human genius, that, after making the from ourown
necessary preliminary preparations, you have o
really felt that you could not master? Take, for instance,
the writings of Plato or Aristotle; or, if you please, take
the philosophy of Lord Bacon, or the Principia of Sir Isaac
Newton, or any other work of like character. Have you
ever really, and with due preparation, tried to master such
works of human genius? If so, are you not conscious of
success, or, at least, of the ability to succeed? The effort
may have cost you much labor, and, for a time, you may,
perhaps, have given up the task as hopeless, for want of
the necessary preliminary preparations. But, having made
these, have you ever, after due and ‘proper effort, really
failed to understand any work of human genius? I pre-
sume that most of you can truthfully answer this question
in the negative. You feel conscious that you perfectly un-
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derstand your grammar, your rhetoric, your logic, your phi-
losophy, your arithmetic, your geometry, and even your cal-
culus.

But can you say the same of the Holy Bible? Have
you ever fathomed its depths? Have you ever risen from
the study of this wonderful volume feeling conscious that
you fully comprehend the entire range of thought that
underlies the very plain but expressive words of its Au-
thor? Or have you not, rather, discovered, by every such
effort, that beneath what at first seemed to be the lowest
depths, there are still others, opening wide and deep, that
lie far beyond the grasp and compass of the human intel-
lect ?

Just, for instance, as it is in the. study of nature. When
Tn this respect YOU Degin to study the Book of Nature, the
the Bible i like whole truth seems to lie on the surface, or, at

' least, very near the surface. In fact, the mere
child can understand and enjoy whatever of nature is most
useful and most practical. But the greatest philosopher on
earth has never sounded the depths of the immense ocean
of truth that lies beneath its surface.

Now, how 18 this wonderful combination of simplicity and

Only way of ac- 1ncomprehensibility in the Bible to be accounted

counting for
this very re- f or ?

markaplechar  Concede that the Author of Nature is also
Hoy Bible.  the Author of the Bible, and then all is plain,
clear, and satisfactory. Every thing then follows just as
we might reasonably anticipate. But how utterly unsatis-
factory is every other conceivable hypothesis! For eighteen
hundred years, infidels of all schools have labored to explain
this and other similar characteristics of the Holy Bible on
the assumption that the whole Book is of human “origin.,
But hitherto they have given us no solution of the prob-

lem that is even satisfactory to themselves.
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And, hence, we are again brought to the alternative that
we must either ignore an axiomatic and funda-
mental law of human belief, or, otherwise, we
must conclude that the Author of Nature 18 also the Author
of the Bible.

Conclusion.

CHAPTER IV.
THE CNPARALLELED THEOLOGY OF THE BIBLE.

THAT the Bible is of Divine origin, may also be proved
from its unparalleled theology. There is in hu-  geope o thira
man nature a very marked and characteristic 2rgument.
proneness to make itself the standard by which oeeeeie
to judge of every thing else. This is seen, man nature.

I. In the disposition and habit of most persons to esti-
mate the motives and conduct of others by their inusirated vy
own. The mean, low, selfish man, for example, o indee ot the
can never properly appreciate a generous and motives of oth-
benevolent action. He finds nothing in his brouromn.
own little, narrow, contracted, and selfish soul that corre-
sponds with it. And this is, perhaps, after all, the main
reason why the Gospel seems to be so very absurd to most
infidels. It is entirely too benevolent for their standard of
comparison.

II. This same characteristic of human nature is also seen
in all the theological systems of the heathen world. miustrated also
“Like people, like gods,” is true to every earth- of poerpen oo
born system of theology. Take, for example,  tiore:

1. The theology of the ancient Greeks, the most en-
lightened, elevated, and refined heathen nation pe0gy of the

known in history. They excelled in all Greeks,
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“Those polished arts that humanized mankind,
Softened the rude, and calmed the boisterous mind.”

But, nevertheless, their theology was but a transcript of de-
praved and fallen humanity. In it is clearly seen every
element of man’s sinful nature. Uranus, the most ancient
of their gods, is said to have hated and imprisoned his own
children. Saturn made war against his father Uranus, and
also atterapted to devour his own male children. But his
son Jupiter drove him from Crete into Latium, where, for
a long time, he remained concealed from his ambitious and
revengeful offspring. In Greece was also worshiped Venus,
the goddess of licentiousness; Bacchus, the god of drunken-
ness; and many other gods and goddesses of like character.

2. The ancient Scythians were cruel in the extreme. And
Theology of the De€Nce their gods, Odin, Thor, and other chief
Scythlans. divinities are said to have delighted in nothing
so much as in scenes of blood.
tots of Arics. O 1 Central Africa it is said that the idols

are all made black, and with flat noses, like
their worshipers.

Now how infinitely removed from all such human weak-
The theologyor  1€88€S, follies, and sinful passions and propen-
the Bible. sities, is the God of the Bible! I will not
attempt to describe his character. This no uninspired man
can do properly. But a few citations from the Holy Bible
will sufficiently illustrate the great contrast of which I now
speak. Read, for instance, the following passages, and care-
fully compare what ig therein said of Jehovah with the
most favorable accounts that are anywhere given of the
heathen deities:

Iilustrations I.  Genesis i—ii: 3.

rome 4 JI. Exodus xx: 1-11.
III. Deuteronomy xxxii.
IV. Job xxxviii—xli.



DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE. 33

V. Psalm ] and exxxix. Ilustrations
VI. Isaiah xl: 12-31. mrom the Old
VII. Habakkuk iii.

But it is in the Scheme of Redemption, as it is fully de-
veloped in the New Testament, that the perfections of God
are most gloriously displayed and illustrated. Read, for
example, the following passages:

I.  Matthew vi: 24-34.

II. Luke xv: 11-32.

III. John i: 1-14, and iii: 16, 17. -

. ustrations

IV. Acts xvii: 16-31. from the New

V. Romans iii: 21-31, and xi: 33-36. comment.

VI. Philippians ii: 5-11.

VII. Revelation, passim.

These passages are sufficient to prove that _ _ .

) .. . . nfinite supe-
the theology of the Bible is infinitely superior to riority of the
. . Bible theology.
that of any heathen nation, ancient or modern.

How, then, is this great difference to be accounted for?
How does it happen that the gods of Homer,

. . This difference
Hesiod, and all other heathen writers, are char- not owing to
acterized by every conceivable degree and kind ony netims of
of selfishness, ambition, pride, envy, Jealousy, Tority of the
revenge, and all other degrading lusts, pas- Testament wri-
sions, and propensities of the human heart;
and that the God of the Bible is the only Divinity that is
every-where represented as being infinite in power, knowl-
edge, wisdom, justice, holiness, mercy, truth, and benevo-
lence? It can not be owing to the superior logical and
inventive powers of the Jews; for in this respect they cer-
tainly did not excel the Greeks. Nor can it be accounted
for on the hypothesis that the writers of the Old and the
New Testament had a more active and fruitful imagination
than the Greeks and Romans. Even if this were true, it

would in no respect serve to remove the difficulty. For, be
3
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it remembered, the imagination creates nothing. It simply
forms, shapes, moulds, and modifies. It depends on percep-
tion, memory, judgment, and other faculties for all the ma-
ferials and the elements of its so-called creations. If the
elements so furnished are corrupt and impure, so likewise
will be all its productions. See. for illustration, Ovid’s
Metamorphoses.

The conclusion, then, is irresistible and unavoidable, that
the Holy Scriptures are the Revelations of God
himself, through that Spirit which searches all
things; yea, the deep things of Jehovah.

) Conclusion.

CHAPTER V.

SUPERIOR MORALITY OF THE BIBLE.

THE Divine origin of the Bible may be still further
scopeof the  PTOved and illustrated by its superior morality.
fourth argu- This may be demonstrated in four ways :

' I. By a comparison of the Heathen and
Christian standards of morality.
Four sources II. By the superior motives of the Christian
of proof: system.

ITI. By contrasting the actual state of morals in Heath-
endom and Christendom.

IV. By the still more elevating tendencies of the Chris-
tian system.

SECTION I.—STANDARDS OF MORALITY.

The Biblestan. 1t Will, I presume, be generally conceded that
dard of :;zht the will of God i8 the natural and only proper
" standard of all that is right, and pure, and vir
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tuous. If God is our Sovereign King and Lawgiver, it
is of course his right to command, and it is our duty to
obey. And hence the Scriptures require that all our actions
shall be in harmony with God’s will. “You are not your
own,” says Paul; ¢ for you are bought with a price; there-
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.”* And again, Christ says, “ My meat is to do the
will of Him that sent me, and to finish his work.”

The ancient heathen philosophers generally admitted the
correctness of this principle; they conceded that wny the same
mortals should serve and obey the immortals. jut 1. siosted
But the trouble was that Polytheism furnished by thebeathen.
no consistent and uniform standard of right. What was
supposed to be according to the will of one god, was often
inconsistent with the will of another. Ormudz and Ahri-
man were irreconcilably opposed to each other. So, too,
were Osiris and Typhon. And even Jupiter, Neptune,
Pluto, Juno, Minerva, and other superior gods and god-
desses of Greece and Rome, had their frequent wars and al-
tercations. So testifies Homer, as well as most of the later
Greek and Roman poets. Take, for instance, yjuetration
the following illustration from the twentieth fromthelliad.

book of the Iliad:

“But when the Powers descending swelled the fight,
Then tumult rose; fierce rage and pale affright
Varied each face; then Discord sounds alarms,
Earth echoes, and the nations rush to arms.

Now through the trembling shores Minerva calls,
And now she thunders from the Grecian walls.
Mars, hovering o’er his Troy, his terror shrouds
In gloomy tempest and a night of clouds:

Now through each Trojan heart he fury pours
With voice Divine from Ilion’s topmost towers;
Now shouts to Simois from the beauteous hill;
The mountain shook, and rapid streams stood still.

#]1 Cor. vi: 19 and 20. tJohn iv: 34,
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Above the sire of gods the thunder rolls,

And peals on peals reddubled rend the polls.
Beneath, stern Neptune shakes the solid ground;
The forests wave and mountains nod around.
Through all her summits tremble Ida’s woods,
And from their sources boil her hundred floods.
Troy’s turrets totter on the rocky plain;

And the tossed navies beat the heaving main.
Deep in the dismal regions of the dead,

The infernal monarch reared his horrid head,
Leaped from his throne, lest Neptune’s arm should lay
His dark dominions open to the day,

And pour in light on Pluto’s drear abodes,
Abhorred by men, and dreadful e’en to gods.

Such wars the immortals wage; such horrors rend
The world’s vast concave, when the gods contend.”

From such discordant elements, then, it would, of course,
be impossible to construct any thing like a consistent and
uniform standard of rectitude.

The heathen philosophers felt and acknowledged this dif-
Standurdof the fiCUILY, and hence some of them proposed to
Platonic make expediency the standard of rectitude. This
school. .

was generally adopted by the Platonic school.
But this was also found to be very defective. For,

1. The people, as a matter of course, thought it very
objections toje  €XPedient to worship and placate all their ac-
s o standard of knowledged divinities. The Persians, for in-

stance, thought it necessary to worship Ahriman,
as well as Ormudz, and the Egyptians worshiped Typhon,
as well as Osiris. In like manner, the Zabians worshiped
their Shammael, and the Greeks and Romans worshiped
and served the Dire or Furies.

2. A second objection to this as a standard of rectitude
is, that its legitimate and necessary tendency is to make man-
kind extremely selfish. This must ever, of necessity, be the
effect of every system of ethics that makes self-interest the
criterion by which to judge of every moral action. I need
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only add, on this point, that history fully sustains this a
priort conclusion.

Perceiving these difficulties and objections, some of the
other schools of ancient philosophers proposed xature an im-
to follow nature as the only proper standard of Piyce’ stend-
rectitude. But the difference between this and tude-
the preceding is only nominal. Nature, as she is now de-
filed and perverted by sin, would inevitably lead all her
votaries into the same errors and inconsistencies. Thus, for
instance, it is natural for all men to gratify their desire
for wealth, power, and every thing else that in any way
serves to administer to their depraved lusts, and passions,
and appetites.

And hence we are brought to the conclusion
that Christianity furnishes the only proper and
correct standard of morality.

Conclusion.

SECTION II.—MoTives oF DIFFERENT ETHICAL
SYSTEMS.

The various systems of heathen morality were .
as deficient in their motives to virtue as they were tems deficient
with respect to their standards of rectitude. n metives.

The motive of future rewards and punishments was
almost wholly wanting in their schemes and =
systems of morality. The Cynics, Cyrenaics, of & future
and Epicureans rejected the doctrine as absurd.

Their chief maxim was,  Let us eat and drink, for to-r:
row we die.” The Peripatetics and Stoics had no settled and
well-defined views on this subject. And the samne may be
said of the Chinese. Indeed, Confucius, the great Corypheus
of Chinese philosophy, seems to have had no faith whatever
in the doctrine of a future state. He regarded the soul as a
sort of subtle, refined, and attenuated matter, that forever
perishes with the dissolution of the body.
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It is true that Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, and
some others, believed in a state of future rewards and pun-
ishments. But it is also true that they always failed in all
their attempts to prove it to the conviction and satisfaction
of the people. Their arguments were without the force of
authority, and hence they accomplished but little for the
good of the masses.

But take away from mankind their belief in a state of
Lusamciency of uture rewards and punishments, and then all
anyandalloth- remaining motives to virtue are utterly insuffi-
er motives: cient to restrain their propensities to evil. So
testifies all history, as well as all sound philosophy.

How wonderfully, then, Christianity contrasts, in this
Thesuperior  Te€spect, with all other schemes of religion and
totives of sue  philosophy. It begins by revealing to us, as
tem illus- our Creator, Preserver, Redeemer, Guide, and
truted Exemplar, a Being of infinite justice, holiness,
and benevolence. This is wisdom. We all feel the need
First, by the of such a leader, and we have, doubtless, all
character of felt the power and influence of the motives that

" prompt us to merit his love and approbation.
If an illustration is wanting, I need only refer my readers
to the influence of an Alexander, a Cesar, and a Napoleon
over the many thousand admirers who cheerfully followed
them to death or to victory.

But this is not all. Christianity has brought life and
secondly, by  immortality to light. It gives to us, beyond
the cewrly-ro-  all peradventure, the full assurance of a future
of  futare state of rewards and punishments, and it offers

to us eternal life, on the condition of our living
soberly, and righteously, and godly. This is as an anchor
to our souls, reaching within the veil. It serves to elevate
our thoughts and aspirations above all the perishing things
of time and sense. We feel that this world is not our
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home—that we are here but pilgrims, traveling to a better
country.

SECTION III.—AcTUAL STATE OF MORALS.

Such, then, being the great difference between the mo-
tives of these systems, we need not wonder that ,ciuer stateof
there should also exist so great a difference in mersle:
the actual state of morality in Heathendom and Christendom.

It would be a shame to speak of the many abominable
and degrading vices that have ever been toler- |

. Among the
ated, and even legalized, in the heathen world. Ancient Hea-
Every student of ancient history is familiar then-
with the scenes of debauchery, intemperance, and impurity
that were always practiced in the Dionyssia of Bacchus,
the Aphrodisia of Venus, the Lupercalia of Pan, the Thes-
mophoria of Ceres, the Ludi Florales of Flora, the Kottitia
of Kotis, and other similar obscene rites and ceremonies of
the ancient Greeks and Romans.

And all who are acquainted with the present condition
of the heathen world know perfectly well that , , = =
the state of morals is even now no better than Modern Itea-
it was among the ancients. Indeed, it has been them
clearly: proved by the testimony of missionaries, as well as
by the acknowledgements of the heathen themselves, that
Paul’s description of the moral state of the Gentile world,
given in the first chapter of his epistle to the Romans, is
still a true and faithful picture of the moral condition of
all nations that are without the light and influence of a rev-
elation from God.

Now, it must be confessed that, in all parts of Christen-
dom, the standard of practical morality, as well ; snong
as the standard of practical piety, is entirely Christinne.
too low. But, nevertheless, who will presume to say that
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the cause of virtue has not been promoted by the influ-
ence of Christianity wherever the Bible has been read?
Contrast, for example, these United States with ancient
Greece, and mark the difference between their state of
morals.

SECTION IV.—SUPERIOR AND MORE ELEVATING TEND-
ENCIES OF THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM OF MORALITY.

THE contrast, then, between the existing moral condition
Tendencies to  Of Christendom and Heathendom is very great.
smuchgreuter  But, nevertheless, the practical difference is not
practical mor-  near so great as is the theoretical. And hence
R it is,that there is a constant tendency to a still
greater difference in their practical ethics. The reason of this
The reasons of 15 Obvious. There is nothing in any scheme
this. of heathen morality that can possibly serve to
make mankind much, if any, better than they are. The
natural and necessary tendency of all heathen systems is to
selfishness and impurity. But let Christianity be carried
out to perfection in the lives of its professors, and very
soon we would have a heaven upon earth.

How, then, is this superiority of Christian morality over
These morat 81l heathen systems to be accounted for? It
distinetlon®  can not be owing to any natural superiority in

EE%EEE%;}: the mental and moral endowments of Christians.
dowments. In this respect they certainly do not excel the
Norcanthey  20cCieNt Greeks and Romans. Nor can it be
beowingto owing to any superiority of our education, so far
of human cul- @S 1t Tespects any thing of merely human origin.
ture. The ancient heathen philosophers spared no
pains in getting the very best education that they possibly
could. They traveled wherever they thought they could en-

Joy superior advantages. And hence the conclusion follows,
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as a logical necessity, that the morality of the
Bible, and of course the Bible itself, is from God.

How careful then we should all be to study and to prac-
tice this Divine scheme of morality and virtue. p actical in-
As we have the will of God so very clearly re- ference.
vealed to us in the Holy Bible, how very diligent we should
all be in perfecting our characters according to this Divine
standard.

Conclusion.

CHAPTER VI.

THE SUPERNATURAL CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

“What think you of Christ? Whose 80n 18 gcope of the
he?”’—Matthew xxii: 42, sixth chapter.

It is evident that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all
wrote for the purpose of proving that Jesus of gegtinony of
Nazareth is the promised Messiah and Son of yatitcr
the living God. And if we accept without andJohn con-
abatement the facts which they have severally * ot
recorded concerning him, the evidence is entirely conclu-
sive; and we have, in their united testimony, a very clear
and satisfactory answer to the proposed question. For as
Nicodemus once said, No man could do the miracles that
Jesus is said to have done, unless God were with him. But if
God were with him, he must have honored God by speaking
the truth. And if he spoke the truth he was the Messiah.

But many so-called Rationalists of the nineteenth century
are wont to reject and eliminate from this evi- p,r¢ of tnis
dence all that is miraculous. This they do on ‘Ztnmow =
various grounds, and for various reasons. Strauss tiohalists.

and other German Pantheists reject all miracles as a spe-
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cries of absurd impossibilities. To this conclusion they are,
Grounds of  Of mecessity, brought by their own false system
theic obiec.  of philosophy. For, if God is the universe,
ucles. and the universe is God, then indeed the super-
natural is wholly out of the question. The French school
of Rationalists do not go quite so far in their opposition to
miracles as the German. Renan, for instance, does not say
that a miracle is either an impossibility or an absurdity.
He simply denies the credibility of the evidence. He al-
leges that there is no satisfactory evidence that a miracle
has ever been wrought.

But nearly all modern skeptics of any pretensions to either
Concension of  L€8TDINE or candor concede the general truth-
modern, kep- Julness and credibility of the Gospel narratives.

' Renan compares them to the memoirs that four
of Napoleon’s old soldiers would write concerning the deeds
and exploits of their admired and almost adored hero. We
would all, he says, naturally expect that their narratives
would contain many very great exaggerations. But no one
would think of calling into question their general truthful-
ness. And just so he thinks of the four narratives of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. In his estimation, all the
miracles reported are to be regarded as exaggerations or
perversions of the real facts. But that they are, in the
main, trustworthy, he assumes and maintains for the fol-
lowing reasons:

1. Because they contain all the internal marks and other
His reasons for  evidences of authentic history. Such, for in-
Gowpel  marra. stance, as the minuteness and particularity of
bveeuein ke their details; their unaffected air of candor
tic. and naturalness; their many undesigned coin-
cidences; and their general harmony with the well-known
customs, manners, literature, and other circumstances of the

age and country in which they were written.
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2. Because many of the main facts recorded in these nar-
ratives are also given by Philo, Josephus, Tacitus, the au-
thors of the Talmud, and other contemporary and later
historians. |

For these and other similar reasons the authenticity and
general fidelity of the four Gospel narratives are now con-
ceded by Renan and many others who deny their inspira-
tion, and who reject as spurious, or as an exaggeration,
every thing in them that claims to be miraculous.

But is their position tenable? Can we consistently re-
ceive as true that which is natural in these Thenatural
narratives; and reject as false all that claims feeures o tie
to be supernatural? I think not, for several Joseel nara-
reasons: separated.

I. Because the natural and the supernatural are so re-
lated and so blended together in these narratives, gt pecause
that they must both either stand or fall together. e =t too i
The miracles recorded are not a sort of mere ed together as
episode or appendix, like the fine rhetorical ceumeandefiect
speeches that were often introduced into their narratives, by
ancient historians, for the sake of ornament, or for the pur-
pose of producing a sensation. They are an essential part
of the narrative itself, and are absolutely necessary to ac-
count for most of the other events with which they stand
connected. How, for instance, can we account for the al-
most unbounded influence that Christ had over the multi-
tudes, save on the hypothesis that he wrought many real
miracles among them ? Renan concedes the wonderful ex-
tent of this influence; and he further admits that in order
to this, he must have been a man of colossal proportions.
But he thinks that the people were deceived. Renan's expla-
He alleges that the captivating influence of geirs repu.
Jesus over the multitudes was so overwhelm- ted miracles.

ing that they were perfectly overcome by it, and that, as a
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consequence, they were often led to mistake the natural for
the supernatural. A man, for instance, prostrated by nerv-
ous debility, would be relieved and the demon cast out by
the mere presence, or look, or word, or touch of Jesus. And
by working a few such cures, his fame would soon spread
abroad as a wonderful Thaumaturgist.

Objections to This hypothesis is objectionable chiefly for two
Ben'an‘n expla- reasons:

pation- 1. It is not to be supposed that a person of
It s tncon- Christ’s unostentatious and truth-loving disposi-
christ'schar-  tion would have indulged the people in so false
aeter: an impression of his true character and preten-
sions. That the people believed he wrought real miracles is
evident. This much Renan concedes. That Christ, more-
over, knew they entertained such an opinion of him is also
evident. And that he would have corrected this impres-
sion, had it been erroneous, is just as evident.

2. In this hypothesis the objector assumes that the
It is inconsist- people were incapable of undeceiving them-
e ewor  Selves, by properly testing the nature and char-
the case. acter of the wonders wrought by Christ. This
is a purely groundless assumption. It has not even the
shadow of evidence for its support. For most of the
miracles of Christ were of such a nature that any man
of ordinary intelligence and capacity could decide as to
their real character, as well as the most learned sage or
philosopher. Take, for example, the healing of Peter’s
mother-in-law, the curing of many lepers, the feeding of
the multitudes, the healing of cripples, and the giving of
sight to those who had been blind from their birth. To
Judge of such plain and palpable facts, wrought openly,
and in the presence of thousands, certainly required no

extraordinary degree of either logical skill or philosophi-
cal acumen.
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II. To separate the natural from the supernatural, in such
cases, is further impossible ; because, even on the
i K . The natural
concessions of Renan and his school, Christ is, can not be sep-
. . R arated from tho
really, himself the greatest of all miracles. This supernatural
is evident from the following considerations : i hese marra-

tives, because

1. These men concede that Christ had not in :Je‘;;its;e::'re:it:;
his whole nature one particle of selfishness. On  of all miracles.
page 90 of Renan’s “ Life of Jesus,” the author .. iniea
says, in substance, as follows: “ He was free from first, in his en-

tire freedom
all selfishness, the source of our sorrows; and he from seifish-
thought only of his work, of his race, and of ****
humanity.” This testimony is evidently true. Buthow can
we account for this very remarkable characteristic of Jesus?
If we examine the history of all past ages, and narrowly scru-
tinize and investigate the character of the living age, we will
find that selfishness is invariably one of the first developed
characteristics of the infant mind. But what is thus univer-
sal must be natural. So we reason in reference to all the
powers, characteristics, and susceptibilities of the human soul.
But Christ had no selfishness, Mr. Renan himself being
judge. And hence we conclude, of necessity, that he was not
a natural, but a supernatural, personage.

2. Another very marked characteristic of Christ was
his entire freedom from all Jewish prejudices, Secondly,innis
and from all other partisan feelings of every kind. i‘;;";‘if,’{‘,‘;‘,’;‘u_
Even on Renan’s representation of the case, i
he was a philanthropist without an equal in the entire his-
tory of our race. Rising not only above every thing that
is selfish, but also above every thing that is merely national
or sectlonal he embraced the world in his sympathles and
in his schemes of benevolence.

This is evident from his memoirs, and also from the scope
and character of the religion that he came to establish. But
how is all this to be accounted for? He was born and ed-

ucated among a people of as strong party prejudices and
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sectional jealousies and antipathies as any other people of
ancient or modern times. How, then, did it happen that
lie alone of all the great and good of earth rose above all
such influences, and embraced within the scope of his be-
nevolence not only every nation, but even every individual
of our poor fallen race? Does not this, of itself, clearly
demonstrate his supernatural character? Why, then, ask
for another sign from heaven, when we have, in the person
of Jesus, so many evidences of the miraculous?

3. Christ was also, as Renan concedes, free from all
Thirdly, in his  worldly ambition. He aimed, it is true, at uni-
oy . versal dominion, but his empire was an em-
bition. pire of souls. It was an empire for the liber-
ation, and emancipation, and salvation of the spirits of all
men. It was as far above the political and selfish monarchies
of Nebuchadnezzar, and Cyrus, and Alexander, and Casar,
and, I may add, the politico-ecclesiastical monarchy that
the Jews themselves anticipated, as the benevolence of God
is above the selfishness of men.

And here, as the author of * Ecce Homo ” very justly re-
marks, “ we scarcely know which to admire most, the pro-
digious originality of his conceptions, or his entire freedom
from all worldly ambition in the execution of his plans.” *
Both, however, alike serve to demonstrate his own Divinity ;
and hence to present him to the world as the greatest of all
miracles. Nothing strictly identical with either of these
characteristics of Jesus has ever distinguished a fallen son
of Adam. Even after his scheme has been conceived, and
his kingdom established among men, there is not found,
among all the followers of Christ, enough of his Spirit to
preserve his original plan from the degrading influences of
a selfish and worldly ambition. For the proof and illus-
tration of this, I need only reter to the past history of

® This is not designed as a general commendation of Ecce Homo. Its
tendencies are rationalistic.
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the Church, and to the present ambitious and semi-political
schemes of most Papal and Protestant parties.

4. Renan furthermore concedes, what is indeed evident
from the united testimony of the four Evangel- Fourthly, in
ists, that Christ never expressed a doubt on any s wn aoun
subject, and that his speeches and addresses cost 2ndbesitation,
him no effort. Other great men labored much, most difficalt
and were, nevertheless, always in doubt; and questions.
very frequently expressed their doubts. Even the teachings
of Socrates abound with such expressions as the following :
“If death is a removal hence to another place, compared in
and if what is said of death be true, etc., then (Mo respect
those who live in Hades are henceforth immor- and other phi-
tal.” Among the last words of Socrates are losophere.
the following: “ But the hour of separation has come. I go
to die; you to live. But which of us is destined to an im-
proved being is concealed from every one except God.”*
How very unlike these are the last words of Jesus to the
dying thief that was perishing at his side: “To-day shalt
thou be with me in Paradise.”t

How, then, shall we account for this perfect consciousness
of knowing the truth on all occasions, and which gave to
the discourses of Christ an air of authority and This difference
certainty which is without a parallel in the his- tnrips vpe
tory and literature of the world? It can not be rior education.
explained on the ground of his superior learning and educa-
tion. For he was probably never at school in his life; and
it is evident he read very little except what is contained in
the Old Testament.

Nor can it be explained on the ground of his greater
experience. Socrates was about seventy years
of age when he drank the fatal cup, and Christ sreater experi.

was only thirty-three and a half years old when
* Apol. vol. T, p. 79. T Luke xxiii: 43,
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he was crucified. Plato, Pythagoras, and many other an-
cient philosophers traveled over the civilized world in quest
of wisdom and knowledge; but Christ very seldom went
beyond the narrow limits of his own native Palestine.
Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, Epicurus, and other ancient sages
did little else from their youth than study books and listen
to the wisdom of the learned ; but Christ worked at the car-
penter business until he was about thirty years of age; and
then he entered at once on his public ministry, and com-
menced the discussion of the most difficult subjects, without
books, without instructors, without the advantages of for-
tune and the patronage of the great; and, in a word, with-
out any of those extraneous aids and helps that serve to
give confidence, and authority, and success to most public
instructors.

Nor, again, can this remarkable difference between Christ
Norcanitve and all other public teachers be explained on
e oy the ground of Christ’s superior talents and abil-

on the ground
of his superior  jties as a man. Nothing short of infinite wis-

men - dom and knowledge will fully meet and satisfy
the demands and requirements of the case. No elevation of
mere finite intelligence can give to any man the confidence
and the authority with which Christ always spoke of God,
of the human soul, and of the spiritual universe generally.
To the most exalted human genius the discovery of any
truth always reveals one or more mysteries. And hence it
is that the greatest sages have always been the greatest
doubters. But Christ never doubted. Why, then, among
all the many millions of our race, does he stand alone in
this respect? We search in vain for any other satisfactory
explanation of this matter than that which has
been given by the sacred writers, viz., that Jesus
of Nazareth was himself God manifest in the flesh. Why,
then, should it be thought incredible that HE should raise

Conclusion.
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the dead, cast out demons, heal the sick, feed the hungry,
and clothe the naked?

Here, then, we might safely rest the whole controversy.
For, if Christ was without selfishness, without pe foregoing
party prejudices, without worldly ambition, and  {gneesnons are
without doubt and hesitation on any and all endof the con-
subjects, he must have been infinitely perfect in oversy:
every respect; for the possession of any one perfect virtue
implies, of necessity, the possession of every other.

But this is going a little further than any of the skep-
tical authors referred to are willing to go. Renan, New-
man, and others freely concede that Jesus was [ . .
the greatest and best of his race.* But, at the tionsof skep-

. tical writers.
same time, they allege that he was far from be-
ing sinless.t

It may, therefore, be well to look a little further into this
matter, in order that we may see whether there really is,
in the whole life and character of Christ, a single spot, or
blemish, or imperfection of any kind. If there is, it seems
to me that it would be an easy matter to discover it ; for his
was a life of entire publicity. He ever taught in the syna-
gogues and on the streets, so that whatever he did, and what-
ever he said, was subject to the scrutiny and investigation of
his enemies, as well as of his friends. And if his confident
and authoritative manner was, as most skeptics Christ's course

. of life not to be
now allege, the result and offspring of an ar- .ypiained on
dent and boundless enthusiasm, it would cer- the eround of
tainly not be long until he would commit a thusiasm.
series of blunders and mistakes that would have to be cor-

rected. This, I need not say, is the history, not only of all

# ¢ A1l ages will proclaim that, among the sons of men, there were none
born greater thah Jesus.”— Renan's Life of Christ, p. 876. See also pp.
90, 102, 106, 241, and 367.

T Renan, p. 375.

4
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enthusiasts, but also of even the most calm and deliberate
sages that have ever attempted the reformation of any part
or portion of our race.

How, then, was it with Jesus? Did he ever, like Socra-
tes, Plato, Aristotle, and other great philosophers and re-
formers, confess that he had made a mistake or committed
an error of any kind? Did he ever change his plans and
purposes in consequence of the opposition of his enemies,
the force of circumstances, or from any other consideration
whatever? Never! never! Had he done so, his foes might
well have triumphed. It would at once have betrayed a
weakness and an imperfection inconsistent with his high
claims as the Messiah, the Son of the living God. But,
thank God! no such indication of imperfection is found in
his entire history. During his whole life, he never took
back a single word that he had uttered, nor did he ever at-
tempt to correct any thing that he had ever done.

But it may, perhaps, be said that this was owing to his
Nor on the pride of consistency; that great men never like
ot oot to expose their weakpess by confessing their
ency. mistakes. This is, no doubt, to some extent,
true of all erring men, and especially of those who desire
to maintain their authority and influence with the people.
But this does not prevent others from discovering their mis-
takes, and exposing their errors. Has apy one, then, dis-
covered an error in the whole life and teachings of Christ?
His purposes and his doctrines have been before the world
for eighteen hundred years. During all this long period,
then, has any one discovered an error in his manner of
Nodefeet in nie  t€2Ching, or in his principles of morality, or in
manner of his scheme of philanthropy? - Not one. His

style of speaking and teaching is still the won-
der and admiration of the world. And every honest skeptic
is still compelled to exclaim, with the officers that were once
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sent by the Sanhedrim to apprehend Jesus, ¢“Never man
spake like this man.”

His principles of morality are also acknowledged to be
faultless. Since his coronation in the heavens, No error in his
Seneca, Cudworth, Paley, Mackintosh, and many principtes of
other profound thinkers, have given to the world morality.
their systems of ethics and codes of morality. But the im-
perfections of all these are now manifest. How, then, does
it happen that in the morality of Jesus not a single error
has ever been detected ?

And what shall I say of his scheme of philanthropy ?
It, too, has had many rival systems, some of .
them devised by men of profound learning and scheme of phi-

. . lanthropy.
of towering genius. But they, too, have been
mostly buried with their authors. And Christianity is,
really, the only scheme of reformation worthy of the name
that now challenges the sympathies and suffrages of man-
kind. True, indeed, it has often been most grossly per-
verted by its nominal friends and supporters. But for this
Jesus was not responsible. Nor does it imply any defect in
Christianity itself. In this respect it has only suffered like
all the other best gifts of God to man. But, nevertheless,
it still stands as an abiding and ever-living monument of
the infinite knowledge, and wisdom, and benevolence of its
Divine Author. Even the skeptical Renan is gepan's con
constrained to admit, in substance, that all that cesiors:
is now necessary to convert the world into a paradise, and
all mankind into one glorious and happy brotherhood, is
the universal adoption of primitive Christianity.*

If, then, we may judge the tree by its fruit, the charac-
ter of Jesus is certainly, in all respects, pure .
and spotless. But no, says Renan, “ He was far from the prem.
from being sinless.” I find, however, in his en-

*Renan’s Life of Jesus, pp. 366-367.
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tire ¢ Life of Jesus” but two specifications of what he seems
to regard as imperfections in Christ’s character. The first
Benan's spoci- of these is an expression of mingled grief, pity,
fications of al- and compassion, and, as Renan thinks, of impa-
e Pt tience, with respect to the multitude, when, on
litandchar-  one occasion, he exclaimed, with deep emotion,
“ O faithless and perverse generation! how long
shall I be with you 2 how long shall I bear with you 2”’* And
the second he regards as a manifestation of wvain pleasure,
when on his entry into Jerusalem, on the Monday before his
crucifixion, he heard from the surrounding multitudes shouts
and hosannas addressed to himself as the Son of David.t

But in these two instances is the imperfection in Christ, or
Refutationof 18 it in Mr. Renan’s own judgment and imagin-
thesecharges.  ation? Why does he not also find fault with
God as the Governor of the Universe, when, in his right-
eous indignation, he hurls upon the unbelieving and dis-
obedient the thunderbolts of his wrath and the fires of his
indignation? And why does he not also censure the same
infinitely-glorious and perfect Being, because he too hears
with pleasure and complacency the songs and supplications
of his adoring children? Manifestly, the error is in Mr.
Renan himself, and not in Jesus. Had he looked upon
Christ as he really was and is, God manifest in the flesh, he
would have seen, in these manifestations of feeling, no indi-
cations of weakness or imperfection.

How pure and spotless, then, must be the character of our
blessed and adorable Redeemer! For eighteen
hundred years argus-eyed infidelity has scru-
tinized it most carefully and most diligently, without find-
ing in it a single blemish or imperfection! How vain a
thing it is, then, for infidels to object to the miracles of
Christ, while he himself stands before us the greatest mira-

® Matthew xvii: 17, 1’ Matthew xxi: 8-16.

Conclusion.
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cle that the universe has ever beheld, and, at the same time,
the greatest blessing that God has ever bestowed on man.
Without him what is life, and what is every thing else be-
sides? Take away his name and his influence from our
race, and who can describe its wretchedness! But let him
only be received into every heart, and then all is glory
to God in the highest, and on earth, peace and good-will
among all men,

But if Jesus is Divine, then indeed the Bible is certainly
of Divine origin; for the testimony of Jesus is its scope
from its alpha to its omega.

CHAPTER VII.

EXISTENCE AND PREVALENCE OF CHRISTIANITY.

SECTION I.—TriumMpPHS OF THE (GOSPEL A PROOF OF ITS
DiviNe ORIGIN.

THE next argument that I shall introduce to prove the
Divine origin of the Bible is derived from the g.poof the
existence, progress, and prevalence of Chris- feventhoher
tianity.

That Christianity is now an existing reality of great power
and influence in the world, no one will deny.
And, moreover, that it owes its origin, progress,
and triumphs to some adequate and sufficient cause, no one
will presume to deny. And hence the whole ar- g of tho con-
gument is simply reduced to the question, What troversy
is that cause ? Is it human, or is it Divine?

Admit the claims of Christianity, and then all follows as
a matter of course. We have then embraced rncciaims of
within our premises all the power, the wisdom, hristienity
and the benevolence that are necessary to account fully adequate

. . e . and sufficient.
for every thing pertaining to it as a scheme and

Conceded facts.
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system of religion. For Divine power and wisdom are, of
course, sufficient to accomplish any thing that is really great
and good.

But deny the claims of Christianity ; assume that it is of
© human origin, and then how shall we account

No other cause

sdequate toex-  for guch facts as the following :

plain the

change o hab- I, The great change of habits and new modes
if&.:.".i'.’i‘f the of life to which the primitive Christians very gen-
Christiane. — erally submitted.

The force of habit is very great. And hence there is in
pimcultyof  every people a strong inclination to adhere to the
e tis  Teligion of théir fathers.* Indeed, the history
of sny people.  of the world clearly proves that extraordinary
power has always been necessary to effect a religious change
or revolution in any portion of the human race; and hence
we find that the Greeks and Romans very wisely permitted
the several tribes and nations that they conquered to worship
their own gods.

But a change from one false religion to another is a small
stingreater  Matter compared with the change from any sys-
el tem of false religion to Christianity. In the
them o Chris former case it is a mere change of forms and

ceremonies. The heart is not affected. Its evil
passions and propensities all remain, and are all gratified as
before. But in the latter case it is wholly different. One
of the very first things required of every Christian is to
deny himself, to take up his cross, to crucify the flesh with
its affections and its lusts, and henceforth to live soberly,
and rightcously, and godly. This is a change that has never

yet been effected by mere human power and authority.

Actual change But the primitive Christians very generally
houmand > submitted most willingly and cheerfully to these
primitive extraordinary claims. Their former habits were

abandoned, and new rules of life were at once
® Jeremiah ii: 10, 11.
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adopted. For the proof of this, I need only refer my read-
ers to the historians of the first, second, third, and fourth
centuries. And, for the present, I will trouble you with
but a single quotation from the infidel but accomplished
Lucian. He was born in Samosata, in Syria, regimony of
about A. D. 120. He was first a sculptor, Lucian.
then an advocate, then a teacher of rhetoric and philos-
ophy, and after that he was appointed to some political
office in Egypt. He traveled extensively through Syria,
Greece, Gaul, Italy, and Northern Africa, and had, there-
fore, the very best opportunities of becoming acquainted
with the lives and habits of Christians living in all these
countries during the second century. Concerning them he
writes as follows:

“It is incredible,” he says, “ what expedition they use
when any of their friends are known to be in trouble. In
a word, they spare nothing on such an occasion. For these
miserable men have no doubt that they will be immortal,
and live forever. And, therefore, they contemn death, and
surrender themselves to sufferings. Moreover, their first
Lawgiver has taught them that they are all brethren when
they have once turned and renounced the gods of the Greeks
and worship this Master of theirs, who was crucified, and
when they engage to live according to his laws. They
have also a sovereign contempt for all things of this world,
and look upon them as common.” *

Now, I ask, How is all this to be accounted for? Con-
cede that the Bible is the Word of God, that .
the miracles recorded in it really occurred, and extraordinary
that all the writers of the Old and the New
Testament spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,
and then all is plain, simple, and natural. But on any
other hypothesis, how can these great changes be accounted

% Lucianus de Morte Perigrini, tome i, p. 565, ed. Graev.
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for? T will leave the reader to reflect on this matter while

I proceed to notice,
Patienceof the 11, The persecutions that these primitive Chris-

Castiana™™  tians patiently endured from both Jews and Gen-
tions. t’bl&?.

The Jews opposed and persecuted the Christians because
why the Jews they felt sure that Christianity, as it was pro-
e P claimed and taught by the Apostles, was op-
followers. posed to all their schemes and theories of relig-
ion, and they knew, therefore, that its success would soon put
an end to all their hopes and expectations as Jews. They
were all looking for a great politico-ecclesiastical leader who
would free them from every foreign yoke, and extend their
religion and empire to the ends of the earth. And hence
their deep hatred and uncompromising hostility to Him who
refused to wear an earthly crown; who was the man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief. And hence, too, their
deadly hatred of all his followers.

The Gentiles were also violently opposed to the Chris-
Twofold tian religion because it was opposed to all their
fiebosity schemes of religion and philosophy, and also
andopposition.  op gecount of its own inflexible and uncompro-
mising character. And hence, for about three hundred
Pereecutions  years, most of the Roman emperors, statesmen,
pnder the hea- philosophers, priests, and populace endeavored
emperors. to suppress it. From A. D. 64 to A. D. 313,
it is generally conceded that ten persecutions were waged
against the Christians by the authority of the Roman gov-
ernment.* But all these afflictions were patiently endured
by the Christians.

How, then, I ask again, is all this to be accounted
for?

* Waddington’s Church History, pp. 58-69; and Lardner’s Credibility,
vol. viii, p. 335, Lond. edit.
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We might here allow this question to take a very wide
range, and call in to our aid many witnesses. But it is
generally best to bring every question within as narrow lim-
its as possible. And I therefore propose the rp.question
following trilemma as a plain, simple, and yet Imitl and
strictly logical statement of all the points at is- form of a tri-
sue. I affirm, then, that the Apostles and the emm.
other early propagators of Christianity were,

1. Either deceivers;

2. Or they were themselves deceived ;

3. Or they were true men, and spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.

But they could not have been deceivers:

1. Because they had no conceivable motive Ther were not
or inducement to be such. Many of them gave
up all their property, and willingly died as martyrs to the
truth.

2. Because all their teachings were directly opposed to
to every thing like falsehood and deception.

Nor could they be deceived. For, hey were not

1. The miracles and other facts recorded were
generally of such a nature that all men might easily judge
of them by their senses. Such, for example, was the mir-
acle of Christ’s resurrection, the healing of lepers, giving
sight to the blind, and, indeed, most of the other miracles
wrought by Christ and his Apostles.

2. These miracles were performed publicly, and in the
presence of many witnesses, so that thousands of the ene-
mies, as well as of the friends and supporters of Christianity,
had every conceivable opportunity of judging for themselves
in these matters.

3. It is positively absurd to suppose that the Apostles
and others, who wrought those miracles, could be deceived

in the exercise of their spiritual gifts.
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And hence we are constrained, by a logical necessity, to
conclude that the Apostles and the other early pro-
claimers and propagators of Christianity spoke
the truth as the Spirit gave them utterance; and, consequently,
that the Bible is of God, and that the Gospel is the power of
God for the salvation of every one that believeth.

Conclusion.

SECTION II.—CHRISTIANITY AND MAHOMETANISM
COMPARED.

Just here we are met with an objection arising out of the
Objection aris- Successes and triumphs of Mahometanism. It
ing out of the g alleged that Mahometanism is also an exist-
Mshometsn-  ing reality; that its votaries are nearly half as
o numerous as are the advocates of Christianity ;
and yet that it is, nevertheless, nothing more than a splen-
did falsehood. And hence it is inferred that Christianity
may also be false, notwithstanding all its triumphs over the
world, and the flesh, and the devil.

This is plausible, but wholly fallacious. The objection is
Fallacious founded on an assumed parallelism which has
ground of this  no existence in fact. This is obvious from the

following considerations :

I. Christianity requires of all her votaries that they deny
Pointsordier. themselves all ungodliness and worldly lusts,
ohstinieer  and that they live soberly, and righteously,
and Mahomet- and godly in this present world ; but Mahomet-
- anism grants to her disciples the almost unbri-
dled and unrestricted gratification of their lusts and appe-
tites*

II. Christianity never drew the sword, either offensive-
ly or defensively. She depends wholly and solely on the

power of truth. But Mahometanism never made much
* Sale’s Koran, chap. iii, p. 54; Qibbon, vol. vi, p. 322,
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progress till the sword was drawn in its behalf. During
the first three years of his public ministry,- Mahomet made
only fourteen proselytes* And during the twelve years
that he labored to accomplish his ends through diplomacy
and moral suasion, he accomplished but little. But then
the sword was drawn, and the terrible alternatives of death,
tribute, or Islamism were offered to the conquered.t

I1I. The early opposition of the Arabians to Mahomet-
anism was nothing in comparison with that which Chris-
tianity had to encounter. True, indeed, from A. D. 613 to
A. D. 622, Mahomet was opposed to the Koreish of Mecca;
and in A. D. 622 he was forced to flee to Medina. But
what was all this compared with the losses and persecu-
tions of the primitive Christians? During the first month
of the Dioclesian persecution, it is estimated that about one
hundred and eleven thousand Christians perished without
resistance ; and during the entire ten years of its continu-
ance, it is supposed that about seven hundred thousand per-
ished in Egypt alone. Such opposition would have crushed
Mahometanism at once.

IV. Christianity has always flourished most in the light,
and Mahometanism in darkness. So teaches the entire his-
tory of the two institutions.

Other points of difference might easily be stated. But
these are abundantly sufficient to expose the fallacy of the
objection. For, as the learned and thoughtful Paley re-
marks, in speaking on this very subject, “ The gremarksor
success of Mahometanism bears so little resem- &V
blance to the early propagation of Christianity, that no in-
ference whatever can be justly drawn to the prejudice of
the Christian argument. For what are we comparing? A
Galilean peasant, accompanied by a few fishermen, with a
conqueror at the head of an army. We compare Jesus

*Gibbon, vol. vi, p. 324, Lond. edition. T Gibbon, vol. vi, p. 333.
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without force, without power, without support, without one
external circumstance of attraction or influence prevailing
against the prejudices, the learning, the hierarchy of his
country ; against the ancient religious opinions, the pompous
religious rites, the philosophy, the wisdom, the authority of
the Roman empire in the most polished and enlightened pe-
riod of its existence ; we compare him with Mahomet making
his way among Arabs, collecting followers in the midst of
conquests and triumphs in the darkest ages and countries
of the world, and when success in arms not only operated
by that command of men’s wills and persons which attends
prosperous undertakings, but was also considered as a sure
testimony of Divine approbation. That multitudes, per-
suaded by this argument, should join the train of a vietori-
ous chief’; that still greater multitudes should, without any
argument, bow down before irresistible power, is a course
of conduct in which we can not see much to surprise us—in
which we can see nothing that resembles the causes by which
the establishment of Christianity was effected.

The success, therefore, of Mahometanism stands not in
the way of our conclusion: that the propagation of Christi-
anity, in the manner and under the circumstances in which
it was propagated, is a unique in the history of our species.
A Jewish peasant overthrew the religion of the world.*

And hence it follows that we must either ignore the law of
casualty as an axiomatic and fundamental law of
human belief, or otherwise we must concede that
the Bible is from God. Reason furnishes no other allernative.

Conclusion,

* Paley’s Evidences, p. 419, Nairne's edit.
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CHAPTER VIII.
FULFILLED PROPHECY.

SECTION I.—NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VISION OF THE STONE
AND THE IMAGE.

ABoUT the year 607, B. C., Nebuchadnezzar being then
associated with his father Nabopolassar, in the 1,roquctory
government of Babylon, came up against Jeru- circimstances.
salem, made Jehoiakim, king of Judah, his vassal, and car-
ried many of the Jews captive to Babylon, among whom
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Two years
after this Nebuchadnezzar became sole monarch of the em-
pire ;* and in the second year of his reign, that is, about 603,
B. C,, he had, according to Daniel, the following vision:
“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This
great image, whose likeness was excellent, stood
before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.
This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms
of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his
Jeet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a
stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image on its
Jeet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then
was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer
threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image

% S8ce Jahn's History of the Hebrew Commonwealth, p. 134.

The vision.
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became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.””—Dan-
lel ii: 31-35.

Of this vision, Daniel also gave the following interpreta-
Its interpreta-  ti00:  Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for
tion. the God of heaven has given thee a kingdom,
power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the chil-
dren of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of
heaven hath he given into thy hand, and hath made thee ruler
over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after thee
shall arise another kingdom, inferior to thee; and another
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : for-
asmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things:
and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces
and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part
of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ;
but there shall be in it the strength of the iron, forasmuch
as thou sawest the iron mized with miry clay. And as the
toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the king-
dom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas
thou sawest iron mized with miry clay, they shall mingle them-
selves with the seed of men : but they shall not cleave themsclves
one to another, even as iron 8 not mized with clay. And in
the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a king-
dom, which shall never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. For-
asmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron,
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God
hath made known to the king what shall come to pass here-
afte'r “And the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof
sure.”—Daniel ii: 37-45. ”

From the preceding record it appears,
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I. That the image described was but a sym- _
bol of four universal monarchies, of which the meaningof the
Babylonian or Chaldean was the first in order. e

II. That the stone cut out of the mountain without hands
was also a symbol of another monarchy, which
is here called the Kingdom of Heaven; but meaningof the
which was of an order very different from the Stone.
four preceding.

More than twenty-four centuries have passed away since
this vision was revealed and interpreted by Daniel. What,
then, does history record concerning it? Have intervening
events served to place Daniel among the true or the false
prophets? Let us inquire. And observe,

I. That the epoch from which the chronology of this
vision is reckoned is by the interpretation fixed e neaq of
at the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. &°ld represents
“ Thou art this head of gold.” Here the empe- Monarchy.
ror is, by a common figure of prophecy, put for the empire;
and this, therefore, clearly identifies the first kingdom.

I1. The second was the Medo-Persian. This is evident,
(1.) Because it immediately succeeded the Chal- . giver por-
dean empire, 538 B. C. (2.) It, too, was uni- e e
versal. (3.) It was inferior to the Chaldean the Medo-Per-
in morality, unity, and energy. “The Persian =
kings,” says the learned Prideaux, “ were the worst race of
men that ever governed an empire.” (4.) It was by its
silver plate, shields, etc., distinguished as ¢ The silver em-
pire.”

III. The third was the Macedonian. This is obvious,
(1.) Because it immediately succeeded the Medo- e Brass, tne
Persian, 334 B. C. (2.) It was universal. '(3.) Macedovian.
Because the Greeks were distinguished for ‘their* brazen ar-
mor. Xalxoycrwyes Ayacoe, brazen-codted Greeks, was one
of their common appellations. : :
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IV. The fourth was the Roman empire. It, and it alone,
The iron and  fulfills all the conditions and specifications of
sy presen®  this part of the prophecy. (1.) Because it suc-
empire. ceeded the Greek empire. (2.) It was uni-
versal. (3.) It was, on account of its great strength, most
properly represented by the iron. (4.) But the Romans
were weakened by their admixture with foreigners. And
hence theirs was an empire composed of iron and clay. The
other three kingdoms were comparatively homogeneous.
They were all oriental in their language, laws, customs, et
cetera. But the Roman empire embraced all the peculiari-
ties of Europe, Asia, and Africa.

We have now clearly identified the image as a whole, and
also in its several parts; and it only remains, therefore, to
consider the stone, or, rather, the kingdom of God, of
which the stone is here used as an emblem. Concerning
Fourparticu-  this kingdom, then, four things are clearly and
e eieated  distinctly predicated :
dom of God. I. That it should be set up in the days of
these kings or kingdoms; that is, during the existence of
this image, or the prevalence of universal monarchy.

II. That it should break these kingdoms into pieces, and
consume them like the chaff of the summer threshing-
floors.

III. That it should itself become a great mountain, and
fill the whole earth. And,

IV. That it should not pass away like the four mon-
archies preceding it; but that it shall stand forever, the
fifth and last universal monarchy of the world.

Let us consider these four points briefly in order. And,
first, is it true that at any epoch between the reign of Ne-
buchadnezzar and the fall of the Roman empire God did
set up a kingdom on earth? On this point, it gives me
pleasure to say, the evidence is clear, convincing, and in all
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respects satisfactory. That the kingdom of Christ, other-
wise called the kingdom of heaven or of God, The first o
was set up on or about the day of Pentecost, },‘:‘;“;,;’;‘JPJ}:‘;
A. D. 34, is as clearly and as fully established 3P 7 ‘¢ tins”
as any other event in the history of the world. A.D.a.

To this effect Pagans, Mahometanism, Jews, and Christians
all bear witness. And as this was about four hundred and
forty-two years before the fall of the Roman empire, we
conclude that the first point is satisfactorily made out: that
in the days of these kings the God of heaven did set up his
kingdom among men.

The second point is equally well sustained by evidence, but
its meaning is not quite so obvious to most read- pimcuity of
ers. The difficulty consists in seeing and com- "rtanding
prehending how the kingdom of heaven, which point.
was not set up till the day of Pentecost, A. D. 34, could
have any influence over empires which had fallen centuries
before that ever-memorable epoch. But this is all owing to
the very abstract nature of the conception on 1y expiana-
which the image was founded and constructed; t°™
for be it observed that in this vision the Holy Spirit does
not attempt to identify these empires in their outward or
material organizations. In the vision there is no comming-
ling of the gold, and the silver, and the brass, and the iron.
But, nevertheless, all these were animated by one and the self-
same spirit.

Here, then, is the true bond of union. Here is the link
that unites all these heterogeneous and discordant The identity of
elements. Here is to be found the personal e oo,
identity of the image. Here we discover that orimatedit.
living principle which moved and governed the world from
the days of Nebuchadnezzar till the fall of the Roman em-
pire. Daniel, it seems, was not a materialist. He knew
that a man has a soul as well as a body ; and, moreover, that

5
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no physical elements, however discordant, can have power
to destroy our personal identity so long as our bodies are
severally animated, sustained, and governed by one and the
self-same spirit.

The spirit of this image is well illustrated by the common
Attribntesana  Maxim of all these empives that “ Jight makes
e Tight” It consisted in all those feelings and
this Image. passions of pride, and envy, and malice, and re-
venge, and ambition, and selfishness that have ever charac-
terized the unrenewed and unsanctified heart of iallen and
depraved humanity. What but such a spirit of inordinate
ambition, pride, and selfishness could have moved Necbu-
chadnezzar to lead his armies against the nations of Westcrn
Asia? What else moved Cyrus to make war on mauny of
the tribes of the East, and of the West, and of the North,
and finally to lead his victorious army against Babylon it-
self, the pride and glory of the Chaldean monarchy? What
but this principle moved Alexander the Great to undertake
the conquest of all Asia, and Cesar to lead his victorious
legions throughout the provinces of Gaul and Britain?

Between all such governments and the kingdom of heaven
Laws and con-  there must ever exist a war of uncompromising
ot " hostility. Its king is the Prince of Peace. Its
heaven. fundamental principle consists in love and be-
nevolence. Its laws are such as the following:  Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with oll
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ;
and thou shalt love thy mneighbor as thyself.” And again:
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them : for this is the law and the prophets.”’

These principles, emanating from the highest authority in
Their influence UD€ UDIVerse, were first proclaimed to the whole
ou the Roman world, in all their fullness, during the last days

-empire. Qf the Iron empire. They Spl‘ead like leaven
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among the masses. Even the Roman army felt their all-
subduing power and sanctifying influence; and the conse-
quence was that many, like the devout Cornelius, beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning-hooks,
and solemnly declared, before their emperors and generals,
that they would learn and practice the art of war no more.

The image was then smitten on its feet. But the wound
was mortal to the whole body. The tyrant bissorution
that had governed the world from the days of o orte.
Nebuchadnezzar to that hour was slain. His Imege:
spirit was vanquished, and his whole physical organization,
consisting of gold, and silver, and brass, and iron, and clay,
was then broken into many fragments.

Since that time, Charlemagne, Napoleon, and many oth-
ers of like ambition, have attempted to revive 1 cesivitity
the spirit and reunite the scattered fragments ff «terested
of this fallen image. But all such attempts have universal polit-
been in vain. The most powerful nations on el monarehy.
earth acknowledge their allegiance to the Prince of Peace,
and their obligations to the claims of the kingdom of heaven.

It is true that the spirit of war still exists. Blood is often
shed for the most trivial causes. But let any king, prince,
or potentate now attempt to revive the spirit of this fallen
image; let him, like Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander,
and Caesar, attempt to subdue the world, and to govern it
on the principle that ‘“ might makes right,” and if not treated
as a maniac by his own subjects, he will, at least, soon find
arrayed against him all the combined powers of Christen-
dom. In this country,we can not even talk of spirit of oppo-
the conquest of Cuba, or any other portion sitlon to this
of territory, however small and insignificant, i Furore.
without exciting in millions of our fellow-citizens feelings
of the most inveterate opposition to every such act of injus-

tice and oppression. And the same spirit of Gospel benev-
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olence prevails, also, to a very considerable extent, in all the
nations of modern Europe. The principles of Christianity
are prevailing every-where. The scattered fragments of the
fallen image are daily becoming more and more like the
chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and every thing seems
to indicate that the time is not far distant
when the stone that smote the image will be-
come a great mountain and fill the whole earth.

And this brings me to the third item concerning this
smallbegin.  Kingdom. On the day of Pentccost, A. D. 34,

Conclusion.

o e the muiuber of Christ’s faithful subjects was
heaven. very small. The kingdom might then be well

compared to a grain of mustard-seed; or, as David says in
the seventy-second psalm, it was like a handful of corn on
the tops.of the mountains; or, in the expressive language
of Daniel, it was like a stone cut out of the mountain
ttsrapidin-  Without hands. But, during the first three cen-
crease during . . . .

the first three _ bUT1ES, its increase was marvelous. Nothing
centuries. could withstand the Divine energy and power
with which it spread in all directions. The prejudices, the
superstitions, the philosophies, the learning, the wealth, the
pomp, the pride, and the politics of the world were all arrayed
against it. The sword was unsheathed, and bathed in the
blood of its subjects. The fires of persecution were kindled,
and thousands of the followers of Christ perished at the
stake for no other reason than that they would not renounce
their birthrights and immunities as citizens of the kingdom
of heaven. But all opposition was in vain. Its boundaries
were constantly enlarged, the number of its citizens was
daily multiplied, and in less than three centuries after the
coronation of the Messiah, his kingdom embraced the most
enlightened and influential citizens of the Roman empire.
In A. D. 312, the emperor Constantine became a vassal of
the King of kings, and in A. D. 384, the Roman Senate
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abolished Paganism, and made Christianity the religion of
the empire.

This is certainly strong evidence of the inherent energy
and previous triumphs of Christianity. But Effect of the
the alliance was unnatural, and hence it be- fru oo on
came a great curse instead of a blessing to the theState.
Church. “My kingdom,” said Christ, s not of this world.”
There was no affinity between the Stone that was cut out
of the mountain without hands and that symbol of human
wickedness which it was designed to crush into atoms. No
wonder, then, that after this unnatural alliance the old land-
marks of the kingdom of heaven were soon obliterated, and
that its glory was henceforth very greatly obscured.

About the same time, the barbarians of the North spread
like a storm of hail and fire, mingled with blood, ggectof the in-
over the Roman empire. The lights of liter- jrsions of the
ature and science were extinguished, and the barisue.

“ dark ages” followed, during which Mahometanism and
many other abominations deluged the earth.

At length the world’s midnight came, in the eleventh cen-
tury. Darkness that might be felt then sat g, ther prog-
brooding upon the nations. This was the reign resoferror.
of terror—of Satanic terror. And, no doubt, to many a
poor, despised and persecuted follower of Jesus, it did ap-
pear as if the gates of Hades were about to prevail against
the kingdom of the Messiah.

But man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. There were
still living a few noble spirits who had not (yange for the
bowed the knee to the image of Baal. These better
rose, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to repair the altar of
God that was broken down. Heaven sustained and blessed
their noble efforts. Every thing began to wear a more en-
couraging and promising aspect. New elements of hope
and success were providentially developed. Learning be-
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gan to revive in the fourteenth century; the art of print-
ing was discovered in the fifteenth; and the great leaders
of the Protestant Reformation appeared in the sixteenth.

That was a remarkable era in the growth and prosperity
wWhat wasac- Of the kingdom of heaven. Much was then
complished b done to restore the apostolic order of things.
tion of the 16th  The Bible was translated and put into the hands
century: of the people; men were taught to read, and
think, and act for themselves; and the power of the ever-
lasting Gospel was again felt in every province of Europe.

But the most adtive and practical elements of the Gospel
Wherein it was Were not then fully restored. The missionary
deficient. spirit of the Church still slumbered. The fol-
lowers of Luther and Calvin became too much engaged in
political and metaphysical discussions; and the progress of
the reign of heaven among men was again very much re-
tarded, till about the beginning of the nineteenth century.

Then the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given
spiritandprog. [0 the saints of the Most High, and the time
ressof thelsth  came that the saints should possess the king-

' dom. Then commenced the era of Modern
Missions. Then was formed the benevolent design of sup-
plying the world with the Word of Life. Then a new
spirit of zeal, energy, and activity was developed and mani-
fested throughout all Protestant Christendom.

I need not dwell on the results and consequences that
have followed. The reader sees them in his own church
and community. He sees them in the progress that Chris-
tianity has made in America, in Europe, in Asia, in Africa,
and even in many of the most remote islands of the Atlan-
tic and the Pacific. He sees them in the multiplication of
Bibles, of schools and colleges, and of the arts and sciences.
He sees them in the decline of Catholicism, Mahometan-
ism, Brahmanism, Buddhism, and all the other abominations
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that have so long opposed the progress and the interests of
the kingdom of heaven.

What need, then, have we of further testimony? Is it
not as plain as evidence can make it, that God
is now making every thing tributary to the
spread of the Gospel? And hence we infer that the day is
not far distant when the Stone that smote the image will be-
come a great mountain and fill the whole earth.

It now only remains to consider briefly the duration of
this kingdom. The prophet says, “It will stand _ . =
forever;” that is, as long as the world stands, thekingdom
or until the judgment shall sit and the books of hieaven.
be opened. Then, of course, the kingdom will be delivered
up to God the Father, that God may be all and in all.*

As this part of the prophecy extends far into the future,
it can not, of course, like the first and second ¢ vistory
iterns considered, be proved and illustrated his- ?p¢ the sises
torically. But in view of its past history and dicate.
its present increasing influences on the nations, who can
doubt that this kingdom will endure forever? Does any
man of intelligence, whatever may be his religious belief or
his party prejudices, really and soberly think that Chris-
tianity will ever pass away, as did the Chaldean, Medo-Per-
sian, Grecian, and Roman empires? I think not. I know
of no intelligent person who really entertains notions so chi-
merical and so utterly opposed to all the indications of our
present rapidly-increasing civilization; and hence I think
we are fully warranted in the conclusion that the kingdom
of heaven will stand while time endures.

How clearly, then, this propheey, with its ful- Bearing of this
fillment, serves to prove the Divine origin of frenuesion
the Holy Bible. It was uttered more than two resrecting the

: X origin of the
thousand years ago, in the open court of the Bivle.

¥ Rev. xx: 11-15; 1 Cor. xv: 24-28,

Conclusicn.
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greatest monarch then living. It was aimed against the
pride, and vanity, and ambition of all earthly princes. It
was, of course, watched with an eye of heathen jealousy by
all the kings, and princes, and priests, and philosophers of
Babylon and the three succeeding empires. It was sacredly
guarded by the Jews and rigorously scrutinized by the Gen-
tiles till the coming of the Messiah. It is, therefore, no
Christian fabrication, as some have supposed. It is found
in the sacred archives of those who are most hostile to the
Christian system. And yet, wonderful to be told, it is now
being fulfilled before our own eyes, and also in the presence
of the most enlightened Jews, Turks, and Pa-
gans. How true it is, then, that Daniel and
other holy men of old spake as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit.

Conclusion.

SECTION II.—Daxier’s VisioN oF THE Four BEeasts.—

Daniel v,

The main scope of the vision recorded in the seventh
Generalscope  Chapter of Daniel is to illustrate the origin,
of thevision.  progress, and fortunes of the Little Horn of the
fourth beast, especially in its relations to the kingdom of
the Messiah. But for the sake of consistency and harmony,
the whole subject of universal monarchy is again intro-
duced, as in the first vision of Nebuchadnezzar.

The scene is laid on the Mediterranean Sea, and Daniel
The scene o S€€8 four wild beasts rising up out of the agi-
placeof the  tated waters. KFor the symbolical import of
Ve these waters, see Rev. xvii: 15.

I The first beast, we are told, resembled a lion; had
Charnctoristics  €281€’S Wings; the wings were plucked; the
of the first beast was made to stand upright like a man;

' and a man’s heart was given to it.
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These characteristics all serve to mark out What it repre.
this beast as a symbol of the Chaldean empire. *™*

II. The second beast was like a bear ; it seemed to be rais-
ing itself up on one side, as a bear when about
to pounce upon his prey; it had three ribs in its of thesecond
mouth, and it was commanded to devour much et
flesh.

This was a symbol of the Medo-Persian empire. The
three ribs in its mouth most likely represent . ..~
the three principal kingdoms subdued by it, sents.
viz.: Lydia, Babylonia, and Egypt.

III. The third beast was like a leopard ; had four wings,
representing the great celerity of its motions; ¢yaracteristics
four heads, representing its four principal divis- ¢f the third
ions; and great dominion.

These are all symbolical of the Grecian or wnat it eym-
Macedonian empire. bolizes.

IV. The fourth beast was a monster, and had ¢paracteristics
great iron teeth ; it trampled down every thing °f the fourth
before it; it had ten horns, symbolical of ten
kingdoms; and from among these sprung up another little
horn, or kingdom.

This beast was evidently a symbol of the Roman empire.
The ten kingdoms into which it was divided, of wnat it was
according to Machiavel, an Italian politician symbolical.
and historian, are as follows. The chronology is given by
Bishop Lloyd: (1.) The Huns in Hungary, A. D. 356;
(2.) The Ostrogoths in Moesia, A. D. 357 ; (3.) The ten horns
The Visigoths in Pannonia, A. D. 378; (4.) fregiveneel
The Franks in France, A. D. 407; (5.) The ri
Vandals in Africa, A. D. 407; (6.) The Sueves and Alans
in Spain, A. D. 407; (7.) The Burgundians in Burgundy,
A. D. 407; (8.) The Heruli and Rugians in Italy, A. D.
476; (9.) The Saxons and Angles in Britain, A. D. 476;
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(10.) And the Lombards first in Northern Germany, A. D.
483, and afterward in Italy, A. D. 562.

THE LITTLE HORN.

characteristicy T Om the record given in this seventh chap-
of the Litte  ter of Daniel concerning the Little Horn it ap-
Horn. pears, '

I. That its locality would be among the other ten horns
or kingdoms; that is, in some part of the Western Roman
empire.

II. That it would be a little horn, or, as the angel explains
it, a little kingdom.

II1. That it would be diverse or different in kind from
the other ten horns.

IV. That it would in some way overcome and subdue
three of the ten,

V. That it would have eyes like the eyes of a man ; that
is, that it would be remarkable for its knowledge, cunning,
and sagacity.

VI. That it would utter blasphemies against the Most
High.

VII. That its bearing would be more arrogant and pre-
sumptuous than the other ten.

VIII. That it would arrogate to itself authority to change
times and laws.

IX. That it would make war upon the Saints and pre-
vail against them for a time, times, and a dividing of time;
that is, for three years and a half, or according to the year-
day theory, by which a day is put for a year in the short-
hand writing of prophecy, one thousand two hundred and
sixty years*

X. That at the close of this period the Ancient of

# See Ezekiel iv: 6,
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Days would sit in judgment upon it and take away its do-
minion.

XI. That it would not at that time be wholly destroyed,
but that from that epoch it would be gradually consumed even
to the time of its final ruin.

Compare with all this what is said of the Man of Sin
in 2 Thessalonians ii: 1-12, and the descrip- o¢therrefer-

ences to the

tion of the two-horned beast in Revelation xiii: gume power.
11-18.
In order to identify this Little Horn it is Baulsites in
order to idene
necessary to find a kingdom that will answer to ity thisxing-
all the given characteristics, Such a one we find *™
in the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and nowhere The conditions
. ; sll fulfilled in
else. This will appear more evident as we pro- the Roman
ceed with the several particulars specified. And, camec T

I. All concede that Popery had its origin in
the Western Roman empire, among the ten
horns of the fourth beast.

II. It is also evident that Popery has always been, ine
trinsically, a weak and feeble power. True, in- 14, inerinste
deed, in one aspect, it was for a time very pow- feebleness.
erful ; but it was so, not by its own, but by borrowed power.
It has generally accomplished its ends and purposes through
the agency and instrumentality of some other political power;
and hence to John it appeared as a lamb, but it spake like
a dragon.

ITI. It was diverse from all the other kingdoms of the
empire. They were all purely secular in their 1, giverse
character, but it was a politico-ecclesiastical des- chracter.
potism.

IV. It is a well-known historical fact that through the
influence of the Catholic party the Vandals, the 10 three
Ostrogoths, and the Lombards were all subdued Herne piucked

. up by the Little
and removed out of the way. The following Horn,

Its birthplace.
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facts are taken, in substance, from Gibbon’s “ Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire:”

The Arian controversy was the occasion of much enmity
The Arian con. Detween mnations as well as between individuals
troversy. and churches. The Romans and the Greeks
were generally Athanasians or Trinitarians; but the cause
of Arius was, for the most part, espoused by the Vandals,
the Ostrogoths, the Lombards, and other tribes hostile to the
Quarrels ve.  Romans. Religion was carried into their secular
cveen the and political differences; and for many years the
Vandals of Af-  political leaders of the respective parties were
e among their most violent religious partisans.
But about A. D. 530, Hilderic, king of the Vandals, became
more friendly to the Trinitarians, or Catholic party of North-
ern Africa. He restored two hundred deposed Athanasian
bishops to their churches, and allowed the free profession of
the Athanasian Creed. This, of course, gave great offense to
his Arian subjects. His clergy charged him with having re-
nounced the faith of his fathers. He was finally deposed, and
Gelimer, a violent Arian partisan, was placed on the throne.

This, again, greatly offended the Catholics in the East, as
Sutjugation of Well as in Africa and in Italy, and as the em-
the Vandals.  peror Justinian was then the political repre-
sentative of the Catholic party, all looked to him to defend
the faith and to chastise the Vandals. His consent was
easily obtained. Having himself, about the same time, ac-
knowledged the Bishop of Rome to be the head over all the
churches, and having asked his services in the settlement
of an Eastern controversy, he seemed anxious to prove his
faith by his works, and readily consented to undertake the
subjugation of the Vandals.* An army was sent into Af-

*The following letter from Justinian to John, Bishop of Rome, A. D.
633, sufficiently explains the purposes and designs of the Emperor, and
his great obsequiousness to the See of Rome:
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rica, under Belisarius, A. D. 533, and in the course of that
and the following year the Vandals were subdued and almost
exterminated.*

The same fate befel the Ostrogoths of Italy in A. D.
839.1 Thus two of the ten original horns were gypjugation of
subdued and vanquished through the influence i eaprogothe
of this Little Horn.

In A. D. 568 the Lombards got possession in Italy.
They, too, were uncompromising Arians, and gupjugation of
their political and religious controversies with the Lombards.
the Catholics became more and more frequent and violent.
Appeals were again made to the East, but in vain. At

“Rendering honor to the Apostolic See and to your holiness, as always
was and is our desire, and, as it becomes us, honoring
your blessedness as a father, we have laid without delay be- Justinian’s let-
fore the notice of your blessedness all things pertaining to ::,r:: ;};:n]:fsm
the state of the Church. Since it has always been our
earnest study to preserve the unity of your Holy See, and the state of
the holy churches of God which has hitherto obtained, and will remain
without any interfering opposition. Thercfore we hasten to subject and to
unite to your holiness all the priests of the whole East.

“As to the matters which are at present agitated, although clear and
undoubted, and, according to the doctrine of the Apostolic See, held as-
suredly resolved and decided upon by all the priests, we have yet deemed
it necessary to lay them before your holiness. Nor do we suffer any
thing which belongs to the state of the Church, however manifest and
undoubted, that is agitated, to pass without the knowledge of your holi-
ness, who are the head of all the holy churches. For in all things, as had
been said or resolved, we are prompt to increase the honor and authority
of your See.”—Bower's History of the Popes, vol. ii, pp. 335, 336.

The same supremacy is ascribed to the Bishop of Rome by Justinian
in his celebrated code of Roman laws, published about the
same time. In the 131st Novella, the Emperor says: * We
therefore decree that the Most Holy Pope of Rome is the first
of all the priesthood, and that the most blessed Archbishop of Constanti-
nople, the new Rome, shall be second in rank after the Holy Apostolic
Chair of the elder Rome.”

* See Gibbon, vol. v, pp. 127-158. t+1bid, vol. v, pp. 178-210.

Decree of Jus-
tinian.
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length Pope Stephen called on Pepin, king of France, who
came in person, subdued the Lombards, and, in A. D. 755,
conferred on the Pope the Exarchate of Ravenna and Pent-
apolis. Thus fell the third of the ten horns.*

V. The cunning, sagacity, and far-reaching policy of the
Itsssgacity  Catholics, and especially of the Order of the
and toreslght.  Jeguits, are proverbial.

V1. The following quotation from Bishop Newton’s ¢ Dis-
Its viasphe-  sertations on the Prophecies” will sufficiently
o amten. illustrate this characteristic of Popery: “At all
sious. times he (the Pope) exercises Divine authority
in the Church, showing himself that he is God ; affecting
Divine titles and attributes, such as holiness and infallibil-
ity ; assuming Divine powers and prerogatives, in condemn-
ing and absolving men, in retaining and forgiving sins, in
asserting his decrees to be of the same or greater authority
than the Word of God, and commanding them to be re-
ceived under the penalty of the same or greater condemna-
tion. Like another Salmoneus, he is proud to imitate the
state and thunder of the Almighty, and is styled and
pleased to be styled, ‘ Our Lord God the Pope; another
God upon earth; King of kings and Lord of lords.” The
same is the dominion of God and the Pope. To believe
that our Lord God the Pope might not decree as he de-
creed,is heresy. The power of the Pope is greater than all
created power, and extends itself to things celestial, terres-
trial, and infernal. The Pope doeth whatsoever he listeth,
even things unlawful; and is more than God. Such blas-
phemies are not only allowed, but are even approved, en-
couraged, and rewarded, in writers of the Church of Rome,
and they are not only the extravagances of private writers,
but are the language even of public decretals and acts of
councils.”’t

* See Gibbon, vol. v, pp. 213-219. t Disser. xxii: pp. 404-5.
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VII. It was not enough for this little horn to uproot
three of its ten predecessors; it also claimed ju- His arrogant
risdiction over the remaining seven, as well as e trs ™"
over all other kings and potentates. On the Princes
necks of some the Pope placed his foot, in token of his ab-
solute sovereignty. Others were required, after the manner
of slaves, to hold his stirrup, while he mounted on horse-
back ; and others again were, through his influence, reduced
to such a degree of degradation, that they were glad of the
opportunity to kiss his toe, in token of their absolute sub-
jection to his holiness.* Such facts very clearly indicate
that “ his looks were more stout than his fellows.”

VIII. The power to change times and laws, even the
laws of the Most High, has always been claimed 1y, ciaimea-
as one of the prerogatives of the Pope of Rome. 71500t o
This is made sufficiently clear by the previous and laws.
citation from Bishop Newton.

IX. It is well to observe here that the term of twelve hun-
dred and sizty years does not refer, as some have , . .
alleged, to the entire period of the Little Horn’s dominion over
existence, but only to the period of his dominion the saints.
over the saints. That this commenced as early as A. D. 533,
is, I think, evident from what is given under the fourth
characteristic. That many of the Vandals were ignorant,
superstitious, and hypocritical formalists, is of course con-
ceded ; but that some of them were also sincere followers
of our Lord Jesus Christ admits, I think, of no doubt.
And be it remembered, that the war which resulted in their
complete subjugation was really a religious war, undertaken
and prosecuted for the sake of the Catholic party. This is
evident from many passages in Gibbon, as well as from
what has been said and written by many other historians.

* See Ranke's * History of the Popes,” and Dowling's ‘ History of Ro-
manism.”
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Take, for instance, the following brief extract from the ¢ De-
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire.” After a free confer-
ence with his Council of State, in reference to undertaking
the war, the emperor hesitated ; and Gibbon adds, “The
design of the war would perhaps have been relinquished, if'
Justinian’s courage had not been revived by a voice which
silenced the doubts of profane reason. ‘I have seen a
vision,’ cried an artful or fanatic bishop of the East. ‘It is
the will of Heaven, O Emperor, that you should not abandon
your holy enterprise for the deliverance of the African Church.
The God of battles will march before your standard, and dis-
perse your enemies, who are the enemies of his Son.” ”’*

This appeal to the emperor was decisive. There was no
longer room-either for doubt or for hesitation. The war was
resolved on for the sake of the Catholic Church. During that
and the following year much blood was shed in the name of
Religion ; and the persecution was continued, without much
interruption, for a period of one thousand two hundred and
sixty years, during which the Church fled into the wilder-
ness. The two witnesses prophesied in sackcloth, and many
of the saints suffered martyrdom for the Word of God and
the testimony of Jesus Christ. But in A. D. 1793, just one
thousand two hundred and sixty years from the commence-
ment of the African war, the breaking out of the French
revolution put a stop to all religious persecution throughout
Europe.

X. But this was not all that followed. It was nota mere
Godsjutg.  Suspension of Papal power and Papal tyranny.
mentsouthe  Then the Ancient of Days sat in judgment on
Little Horn. . o« e .

this monster of iniquity. His power was broken,
his dominion was then taken away, and the kingdom was soon
given to the saints of the Most High.

On the 21st of September, 1792, the French National

* Gibbon, vol. v, chap. xli, p. 131, Lond. edit.
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Convention abolished royalty and proclaimed the French na-
tion a free republic. On the 19th of Novem- actsof the
ber following, they passed the “ Decree of Fra- ron, N>
ternity,” promising aid to all people who were ®v-
willing to contend for the principles and enjoyment of lib-
erty. These measures were preparatory to the solemn and
extreme issues of the next year, during which king Louis,
“The Eldest Son of the Church,” was beheaded, vast num-
bers of the royalists put to death, the republican era pro-
claimed, and all ecclesiastical connection with Rome publicly
renounced. The events of the two following years were of
the same type. While they were characterized by the most
wild, reckless, and lawless spirit of unbridled democracy,
they were, at the same time, a terror to Popery as well as to
every other surviving horn of the fourth beast. Thus it is
that God makes even the wrath and wickedness of man praise
him.

But it was reserved especially for Napoleon to humble the
pride of Rome, and to completely sever the ec- Napolcon’ssuc-
clesiastical and political ties that bound all ceseinItab-
Western Europe to the throne of the Papacy. This was
his mission, and while he confined himself within its proper
limits, no hero was ever more successful. On the third of
February, 1796, when only twenty-six years of age, he was
appointed commander-in-chief of the army in Italy. 'The
battle of Lodi is a monument of his military greatness. All
Northern Italy then felt and acknowledged his power. The
Pope was forced to purchase the forbearance of the repub-
licans by ceding to them Bologna and several other towns,
paying a heavy ransom, and sending three hundred precious
manuscripts and pictures to enrich the National Museum of
Paris. Other important events followed in quick succession,
and, on the 15th of February, 1798, General Berthier, the
commander of the French forces, entered the gates of the

6
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Eternal City. The conquest was easy and rapid. He soon
abolished the Papal Government, proclaimed Rome a repub-
lic, dragged Pope Pius VI from the altar of the Vatican,
sent him first into Tuscany, and thence to Valence, in France,
where, after an illness of ten days, he expired in captivity.

X1I. This was an end of the administration of Pius VI,
Popery in a but not of Popery. The prophet foresaw that
Penoros " after the terminus of the one thousand two hun-

dred and sixty years of Papal supremacy this
once persecuting power would itself pass through a period
of consumption, until it would be finally destroyed. And
this is now being fulfilled before our eyes in all parts of Chris-
tendom.

The French had freed themselves from the evils of mon-
archy, but not from their own religious blindness and fanati-
cism. They never understood the spirit and genius of pure
Christianity ; and hence when their own experience had con-
vinced them that even superstition is better than atheism,
they were not prepared for any thing better than a modified
species of Roman Catholicism; and this was, therefore, re-
established as the religion of the republic. This was cer-
tainly making some concession to the Roman Catholic Hie-
rarchy. But all the powers of earth can never restore what
it lost by the French revolution and the victories of Na-
poleon. True, indeed, its numbers are still very great, and,
it may be, that they are even increasing ; but, nevertheless,
tts spirit is broken, its dominion over the saints has ceased, its
power to persecute has been taken away, and for several years
the intervention of foreign bayonets has been necessary to pre-
serve its head from ruin.

In the mean time the kingdom has been given to the saints
The kingtom  ©f the Most High. From the day that the Papal
giventothe  gcepter was broken by Napoleon, the cause of
saints. o s, .

primitive Christianity has been onward and up-
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ward. Then commenced the work of modern missions.
Then was conceived the benevolent design of supplying the
destitute and dying millions of our race with the Word of
Life. And never before, since the days of the Apostles, was
so much done for the conversion of the world and the res-
toration of primitive Christianity as has been accomplished
within the last sixty years. The Bible has, during this
short period, been translated into all the principal langunages
and dialects of the earth, the number of its copies has been
multiplied more than tenfold, and all things seem to indi-
cate the speedy triumphs of the Gospel throughout the whole
world.

From all these premises, then, we conclude,

1. That Daniel was a true prophet, and spoke
as he was moved by the Holy Spirit.

2. That the days of Zion’s mourning are past; that her
warfare is almost accomplished ; that the two witnesses will
no more prophesy in sackcloth; and that the bottomless pit
will hereafter be opened only to receive the enemies of the
Church.

Conclusion

SECTION III.—THE MABOMETAN DOMINION; OR, THE
LitrTLE HorN oF THE GoAT.—Dantel viti.

The scope of Daniel’s second vision is very similar to that
of his first. It is evidently to illustrate the .
origin, exploits, and destiny of a Little Horn. iers second
But whether the Little Horns of the two vis-
ions are identical, the sequel will show.

The scene is laid on the banks of the river
Ulai. While there Daniel saw a Ram pushing
westward, and northward, and southward. This characteristics
Ram, according to Gabriel, was a symbolical rep- 24 symbolical

menning of the
resentation of the Medo-Persian empire, and to Bsm.

Its locality.
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it all the marks and characteristics of the Ram evidently
refer.

While Daniel was admiring the Ram for his great strength
Characteristics aNd prowess, a He-Goat came rapidly and sweep-
of theHe-Goat.  jnoly from the west, and completely vanquished
the Ram. But when the Goat became very powerful, his
great horn was broken, and in its stead came up four other
notable horns toward the four winds of heaven.

This Goat, according to the same authority, was a symbol
Their symboli- Of the Greek or Macedonian empire. The great
cal meaning.  horn denoted Alexander the Great, and the four
notable horns that succeeded it, represented Greece, Thrace,
Syria, and Egypt: the four principal divisions of the Greek
empire.

Out of one of these came up afterward the Little Horn,
criterinand  Which is evidently the principal subject of the
. vision. From the vision of the prophet, and
Horn. Gabriel’s interpretation, we learn the following
particulars concerning it:

I. That this Little Horn would have its origin in one of
the four divisions of Alexander’s empire.

II. That the time of its rise would be when the dominion
of the four kingdoms of the goat had passed away, and the
transgressors had come to the full.

III. That its character would be exceedingly unique and
paradoxical. For instance,

1. That it would be a little horn, but that it would also
be a king of fierce countenance.

2. That it would be skillful in understanding dark sen-
tences.

3. That one of its characteristic crimes would be the
transgression of desolation.

IV. That it would wage war, and exercise its hostility,

1. Upon the South, the East, and the Pleasant Land.
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2. Against the host of heaven; or, as Gabriel explains it,
against the mighty and holy people.

3. Against the Prince of the Host.

4. Against the Daily.

V. From the same sources we also learn by what means
it would succeed in its ambitious and unholy purposes.
These are,

1. Not by its own, but by borrowed power.

2. By a crafty and cunning policy.

3. By offers of peace.

VI. Finally, we have an account of the manner and time
of its end. It is to be broken without hands, and within a
period of twenty-three hundred prophetic days.

There is a very striking analogy between some of these
characteristics and those of the Little Horn de- Anatogy be-
scribed in the seventh chapter of Daniel; and . homor
hence some have inferred that the horns are [T ands
themselves identical. But this opinion is evi- Daniel
dently erroneous. In some respects these tWo pointsor dgir-
horns differ very essentially, as, for instance, ference.
with respect to the place of their origin and the sphere of
their influence. It has been demonstrated, I hope to the
satisfaction of all my readers, that the Little Horn of the
seventh chapter is a symbol of the Roman Catholic Hie-
rarchy. But this power did not grow up in any one of the
four divisions of Alexander’s empire; nor did it ever exer-
cise very much influence over them. The seat of its do-
minion has always been in Western Europe, a territory
over which Alexander’s empire never extended. gepce not
And hence it follows that these two Little identical:
Horns are essentially different. The one has long been the
curse of Western Europe, and the other of Western Asia.
The former represents Popery, and the latter wnat thesetwo

horns severally

represents Mahometanism. To this power, wyubolize.
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and to this alone, belong all the characteristics of the Little
Lientification 10T described in the eighth chapter.  Let us
of the latter.  potice thein all very briefly in order.

I. The first characteristic mark which serves to identify
this Little Horn is its locality or birth-place.
It was to grow up in one of the four divisions
of Alexander’s empire; that is, in Macedonia, Thrace, Syria,
or Egypt. To some there may be an apparent difficulty in
applying this part of the prophecy to Mahometan power.
But the difficulty is only apparent. It is true that Mahom-
ctanism had its origin in Arabia, and it is also true that
Arabia was never perfectly subjugated by any one of Alex-
ander’s successors. But, nevertheless, it was for a long time
nominally subject to the kings of Egypt, just as Philistia
and Pheenecia were always reckoned among the possessions
bivisions of  OF the twelve tribes.  “After the battle of Ip-
Alexander's sus,” says Rollin, ¢ the four confederate princes

' divided the dominions of Antigonus among
themselves, and added them to those alrcady possessed. The
empire of Alexander was then divided imto four kingdoms, of
which Plolemy had Egypt, Lybia, Arabia, Corle-Syria, and
Palestine ; Cassander had Macedonia and Greece; Lysima-
chus had Thrace, Bithynia, and some other provinces beyond
the Hellespont, with the Bosphorus; and Seleucus had all the
rest of Asia to the other side of the Fuphrates, and as far as
the river Indus.* It appears, therefore, that the birth-place
of this Little Horn exactly corresponds with the birth-
place of Mahometanism.

II. The chronology of this Little Horn serves also to
mmooria  identify it with the ecclesiastical system of Ma-
birth. homet. Two circumstances serve to fix the
time of its birth. Gabriel says that it would stand up
in the end of the kingdoms of Greege, Thrace, Syria, and

* Rollin’s Anc. Hist., book xvi, chap. 2, sec. 1.

Its locality.



DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE. 87

Egypt; or, more exactly, after the time of these four king-
doms, when the transgressors were come to the full.* These
transgressors were evidently the nominal Christians of West-
ern Asia, and particularly of Arabia, who had very gencrally
departed from the faith before the rise of Mahometanism.
The following very brief extract from Taylor’s ¢ Manual of
History” is sufficient to illustrate this point:  Unfortunate-
ly ” says the historian, on page 356, “ Christianity, when in-
troduced into the Peninsula, had been deeply sullied ..~ =
by man’s devices. The different tribes were im- acterof the
bued with a fierce sectarian spirit, and hated each Arablane.
other more bitterly than Jews or Pagans, The vivid imagina-
tions of the Arabs led them to investigate questions beyond the
powers of man’s understanding, and the consequence was so
abundant a supply of mew doctrines, that one of the early
Jathers described Arabia asthe land most fruitful in heresies.”

This might be further illustrated and confirmed by the tes-
timony of St. John.] Had not the star first pusration
fallen from heaven,the bottomless pit would not fom the £poe-
have been opened, and, consequently, the smoke John.
and the darkness and the locusts would never have covered
the provinces of Western Asia. But the Asiatic churches
had then very generally filled the cup of their iniquity ; and
hence God permitted these very heavy and severe judgments
to come on them. Darkness has since covered that once fa-
vored portion of the earth, and gross darkness has brooded
over those towns and cities that were first illuminated by the
Sun of Righteousness.

II1. The character of this Eastern Power is also very dis-

* NNy is from, NY, to remain behind or to be after. And hence it
primarily denotes that which is after or posterior, as Psa. cix: 13; and
Amos iv: 2.

t See also Sale’s Koran, Prelim. Discourse, Sec. II.

{ Revelation ix: 1-11.
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tinctly marked. It seems that i was to be a little horn, a
king of fierce countenance, and interpreter of dark
sentences, and a mighty desolator of the earth. All
these points have been very clearly and strikingly fulfilled
in the politico-ecclesiastical system of Mahomet. In its ori-
gin, Mahometanism very much resembled the Little Horn
Evidence of it ©F the Western monster. For several years its
intrinsic fee-  progress had been very slow. It was not until
pleness: the civil power was associated with the ecclesias-
tical that it gained much influence either at home or abroad.

But though in its origin and ecclesiastical capacity it was
Severe and re- @ little horn, it nevertheless soon became a king
vengell e’ of fierce countenance. Every man’s religion
hometanism.  hag an effect on his intellectual, moral, and even
physical constitution. Christianity, whose very essence is
love, renders its subjects mild, amiable, gentle, and forgiv-
ing in their disposition. It changes the raven to the dove,
the lion to the lamb. But Mahometanism breathes out
vengeance and slaughter against and upon all who oppose the
Koran. Death, tribute, or Islamism were the terms which
the caliphs offered to their most favored opponents. What
a contrast between the ambassadors of the Cross and vicars
of the False Prophet!

Skill in the interpretation of dark sentences is another
Their knowr.  CRATAcCteristic of this politico-ecclesiastical despot-
edge and love ism. And it is well known that the Arabians

have always been distinguished for the love of
parables, riddles, and enigmas. The Koran itself abounds
in all the dark parabolical forms of the Eastern style; and
besides, Gabriel may also have had reference to their supe-
rior knowledge of the arts, sciences, and literature during
the middle ages.

But though these polished arts have generally had a soft-
ening and refining influence on mankind, they had but little

Its character.



DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE. 89

effect on these locusts of the desert, whose characteristic crime
was “ the transgression of desolation.” Intheday . .
of their power they were, therefore, ¢ the abomi- tion of desola-
nation of desolation.” ‘This seems to have been

a common name, applicable to any power distinguished for
the crime of desolating large portions of the world. Thus
the Chaldean army was once ‘the abomination of desola-
tion.” To it succeeded the Medo-Persian. Then followed
the Grecian, and then the Roman. The last is evidently
intended in Daniel xi: 31, and to it our Savior refers in
Matthew xxiv: 15. But the Saracen army also became “ the
abomination of desolation,” and it is evidently so designated
in Daniel xii: 11. This was so very manifest, even to So-
phronius, the last patriarch of Jerusalem, that when the Cal-
iph Omar entered the city, to take possession of it in the
name of the False Prophet, “Sophronius bowed before his
new master, and secretly muttered, in the words of Daniel, ‘ The
abomination of desolation is in the holy place.’” *

IV. The objects of its dislike and resentment are next
enumerated by the prophet: “It waxed exceeding (pjects of its
great toward the South, and toward the East, and batred:
toward the Pleasant Land. And it waxed great even to the
host of heaven, and i cast down some of the host and of the
stars to the ground, and stamped on them. Yea, he magnified
himself even to (or against) the Prince of the host. And by
him the Daily was taken away, and the place of his Sanctuary
was cast down. And a host was given him against the Daily
by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the
ground.”

Any map or geographical chart of the Saracenic empire
is a sufficient proof and illustration of the cor- , =~
rectness of Daniel’s topography in this connec- the Saracenic
tion. The western conquests of the caliphs,

* Gibbon, vol. vi, chap. li, p. 430, Lond. edit.
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though extending even to the Atlantic Ocean, were never-
theless comparatively small, and were, by the Mahometans
themselves, called ““The sleeve of the robe.”

The host of heaven, or, as the phrase is interpreted by the
Mahomet's angel, “the mighty and holy people,” and the
oty Prince of the host, were the next objects of its
disciples,and  resentment. By the former we are evidently to
foheean®  understand the Christians, who, at that time,
were the only holy people on earth;and, consequently, by
the latter is meant the Messiah himself. All this was lit-
erally fulfilled in th2 conquests and exploits of Mahomet,
who greatly magnified himself against both Christ and his
disciples. He taught that Adam, Noah, Acraham, Moses,
Christ, and himself were all true prophets, rising in just
and regular gradation above each other, and that whocver
hates or rejects any one of them must be numbered among
the infidels. But by placing himself above them all, he of
course stood up against the Prince of the host; and vy
placing the Koran above the Bible, and the Crescent above
the Cross, he cast down the truth to the ground, and prac-
ticed and prospered.

“By it also the Daily was taken away, and the place of
Meaningof the t1€ Sanctuary was cast down.” In interpreting
Dailyinthis  any ancient documents it is very necessary to
provheey: consider the historical meaning of terms. There
was a time when the word femple was used in the Sacred
Canon to denote the building erected by Solomon for the
worship of Jehovah; but this word has since been trans-
ferred from the type to the antitype, from the edifice on
Mount Moriah to the Christian Church, which, since the
ever-memorable day of Pentecost, in A. D. 34, has been a
habitation of God through the Spirit. Thus says Paul, 1
Corinthians iii: 16-17: “ Know ye not that ye are the tem-
ple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If
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any one destroy the temple of God, God will destroy him;
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”

And just so there was a time when the Daily signified the
daily services of the Tabernacle, or of the Temple made
with hands. But this term has also been transferred from
the type to the antitype. It has no longer reference to the
sacrifices and the incense that were daily offered by the
priests under the Law. It now refers to the daily services
of the Christian temple, the Sanctuary of the Living God,
which is the pillar and the support of the truth. And it
is a very remarkable fact, that while the Little -
Horn of the fourth beast has deluged all West- was taken
ern Europe with the blood of the saints, it has
never taken away the daily services of the Sanctuary; but
the Little Horn of the Goat has removed both the altar and
the incense from nearly all the churches of the East.

V. “ His power,” says Gabriel, “shall be mighty, but no!

by his own power.” At first Mahomet appeared ;i means of
merely as a prophet or teacher of religion. But e
his system was in itself utterly impotent. It very soon be-
came manifest that if the world were ever converted to Is-
lamism, it must be done by extraneous means, and, there-
fore, the sword was brought in as an auxiliary e of the
to the Koran. ¢ The sword,” said Mahomet, &vord:
“1is the key to heaven and hell. A drop of blood shed in
the cause of God, or a night spent in arms, is of mnore avail
than two months of fasting and prayer. Whosoever falls in
battle, his sins are forgiven. At the day of judgment his
wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion, and odoriferons
as musk, and the loss of his limbs shall be supplied by the
wings of angels and cherubim.”*

But the sword was not his only means of suc~ ¢arty ana
cess. “Through his policy,” said the angel, cunringPpolicy.

# Gibbon, vol. vi, chap. 1, page 334, Lond. edit. of eight volumes.
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“ he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand.” The following
brief extract from the “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-
pire,” will show how very applicable all this is to the fol-
Extract from  Jowers of Mahomet: “In the prosecution of the
Gibbon. war, their policy was not less effectual than their
sword. By short and separate truces they dissolved the
union of the enemy; accustomed the Syrians to compare
their friendship with their enmity; familiarized the idea of
their language, religion, and manners; and exhausted, by
clandestine purchase, the magazines and arsenals of the cities
which they returned to besiege. They aggravated the ran-
som of the more wealthy or the more obstinate; and Chalis
alone was taxed at five thousand ounces of gold, five thou-
sand ounces of silver, two thousand robes of silk, and as
many figs and olives as would load five thousand asses.
But the terms of truce or capitulation were faithfully ob-
served ; and the lieutenant of the caliph, who had promised
not to enter the walls of the captive Baalbec, remained tran-
quil and immovable in his tent, till the jarring factions so-
licited the interposition of a foreign master.” *

Another means of success was peace. “By peace he shall
destroy many.” The terms generally proposed
to the vanquished were death, tribute, or peace
on condition that they would embrace the Mahometan faith,
Thousands embraced this last condition to their present dis-
grace and their eternal ruin.

How very different to all this is the religion of the Prince
Contrast be-  Of Peace, which, in less than three centuries, by
ctaniom and . its own intrinsic power, subdued the Roman
Christianity.  empire, and took possession of the palace and
the throne of the Cesars.

VI. But notwithstanding the temporary tri-
umphs of this Little Horn, its doom is sealed,

* Gibbon, vol. vi, chap. li, pp. 423, 4.

Offers of peace.

Its end.



DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BILLE. 93

its destiny is determined. ‘It shall be broken,” says Gabriel,
““without hands; ” that is, I presume, by Divine power. The
Lord will consume it, as he is now consuming the Little
Horn of the West, by the spirit of his mouth, and he will
destroy them both by the brightness that will anticipate his
coming,

The period of two thousand three hundred years, or pro-
phetic days, has been assigned as the terminus ad quem of its
existence. The Sanctuary or Church will then be cleansed
from every stain and pollution of both Eastern and Western
abominations. But as this still relates to the future, it does
not properly fall within our prescribed limits.
~ Enough, however, has been said for our present purpose.
Here is a chain of prophecy extending from the
days of Daniel to the present time, every link
of which has its counterpart in the well-authenticated events
of profane history. And hence it follows that we must either
wholly ignore all connection between cause and effect, or
otherwise concede that these are the revelations of that Spirit
that searches all things, yea the deep things of Jehovah.

Conclusion.

NoTe.—The reader should be extremely cautious in adopting any theory
of unfulfilled prophecy. It was never God’'s purpose to Necessity of
gratify our curiosity ‘n this respect by giving us any caution in the
thing more than a mere outline of future events, and s8tudy of unful-
hence there is great danger of falling into error in our flled prophecy.
attempts to fill up the details. It is just here that most writers on
prophecy forget their proper office as interpreters of the Word of Life,
and become prophets themselves.

We all, however, feel that there is a great pleasure in looking into the
chapter of unfulfilled prophecy,as to a light that shines in a dark place.
And there is certainly no harm in endeavoring to understand it, pro-
vided, only, that we do not become dogmatists, nor wrest the Scriptures
by our own theories and speculations.

With this caution to the reader, I will add a few words Terminusa
here touching the probable time when the Sanctuary will auo of the 2,300
be cleansed. The principal difficulty consists in fixing Y**'™
the terminus & guo, or the epoch from which the two thousand three
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SECTION IV.—THE SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL.—
Chapter iz.

This chapter consists of three parts. In the first we have
paniersgis.  g1ven Daniel’s discovery respecting the duration
covery. of the captivity. By referring to the prophecies
of Jeremiah, he had learned that it would continue during
a period of seventy years.* This period had now almost
expired. Sixty-eight years had elapsed since Daniel and his
companions had been carried to Babylon, and still nothing
iz the events and signs of the times seemed to favor their
d:liverance, nor even to indicate that the day of their eman-
cipation was near at hand.

Lkaundred years are to be reckoned. It seems most probable, however,
that this period is to be reckoned, not from the rise or birth of the Ram,
ns some writers have alleged, (for he was in his full strength and vigor
when Daniel first saw him,) but from the timé when he was first attacked by
Terminus ad the Ile-goat. If this assumption is warranted by the con-
quem of tho text, it fixes the beginning of this period to the spring
same period. of the year 334 B. C., and consequently it will terminate
in the spring or about the middle of A.D. 1967.

And this conclusion seems to be sustained by the chronology of the
Confirmation twelfth chapter. The reader will observe that in that
of this from the  chapter the future history of the Israelites is summed up
12th chapter. 45 three leading events. These are, first, their restora-
tion to Palestine; second, their general conversion to Christ; and, third,
the conversion of the world through their agency and instrumentality.
Three loeading Now each of these events seems to be marked and defined
events and pe- DYy the terminus of a distinct period, the first consisting
riodsof this ~ of 1260 years, the second of 1290, and the third of
chapter. -

1335.

If this be so, then we have only to inquire, when did these periods
commence? And this seems to be settled, as a question of fact, by the
angel himself. He says, at least in reference to the sec-
ond of these periods, that its terminus a quo is to be reck-
oned from the taking away of the Daily. And that this

Terminusaquo
of each pericd.

* Jeremiah xxv: 8-11, and xxix: 10.
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This seems to have greatly distressed him. Probably he
thought that, on account of the great wickedness gis own prob-
of the nation, God was about to protract the svlerefiections.
period of their sufferings, and he therefore betook himself
to prayer, with fasting, and sackecloth, and ashes.

In the second part we have given the prayer Danier's praser.
of Daniel. It consists,

1. Of an acknowledgement of God’s fidelity. V.4.

2. Of an humble confession of Israel’s sins. V. 5-15.

3. Of supplications for Jerusalem. V. 16-19.

The third part contains God’s answer t0 goa anewer
this prayer. It was communicated to Danie] tothispraver.
through Gabriel, and it embraces the following particu-
lars. ' |

I. That a period of seventy weeks had been determined

Daily of the twelfth chapter is the same as that of the eighth, just con-
sidered, is evident, because this word, in its vestricted meaning, has
rever had but two senses in the Holy Scriptures: the typical and the
antitypical. The Romaus took away the Daily in the typical sense when
thcy destroyed Jerusalem, in A. D. 70, (see Daniel xi: 31,) and the
Sarvacens took it away in its antitypical sense when they subjugated Pal-
estine, the conquest of which was commenced in A. D. 632,

Now that it can not relate to the former of these events is evident, he-
cause if to A. D. 70 we add the three numbers given in the twelfth chap-
ter, we are brought down to A. D. 1330, 1360, and 1405. But nothing
in the history of these years corresponds with the leading events of the
prophecy, which seem to mark out prominently three important epochs,
ahd hence we conclude that the Daily in the twelfth chapter refers ot
to the type, but to the antitype.

If, then, to A. D. 632 we add 1260, 1290, and 1335, we have, as the re-
sult, A. D. 1892, A. D. 1922, and A. D. 1967. The first of
these, most probably, designates the time when the Israel-
ites will return to the Holy Land; the second, the time
when they will be generally converted to Christ; and the third, the time
when, through their instrumentality, the Sanctuary will
be cleansed, and the kingdoms of this world will become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Anointed.

Terminus ad
quem of each,

Conclusion.
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Period ns- on Israel, during which they would continue to
signcd toIs-  enjoy their then covenanted relation to God for
sndcovenanted  the accomplishment of the following ends and
nationality. purposes :

1. To restrain the transgression, or, more particularly, to
Endsandob-  prevent the universal spread of idolatry. (See
jectsof this. . (3a]. iii: 19.)

2. To seal or shut up sins. This and the first clause con-
stitute a parallelism. The object expressed in the first clause
is specific; that in the second is more generic.

3. To cover iniquity; that is, to cover it with the typical
blood of the Old Covenant until He would come whose
blood cleanses from all sin.

4. To bring in or introduce everlasting righteousness ; that
is, God’s everlasting scheme of justification. ‘

5. To seal or to confirm and ratify vision and prophecy.
At the close of these seventy weeks God was about to fix, as
it were, the seal of heaven on all the predictions of the Old
Testament, by the introduction of the Gospel and the fulfill-
ment of his many promises to the fathers; but, in the mean
time, the agency of the Jews, in their covenanted relations to
God as his peculiar people, was necessary to the accomplish-
ment of this end.

6. To anoint the Most Holy. This title may refer to any
person or thing that is peculiarly sacred, or that has been
especially consecrated to God. Here it evidently refers to
Christ himself, who, about the close of this period, was an-
ointed with the Holy Spirit and with power.*

It is evident, from the context, that a considerable length
Period denoteq ©f time would be necessary for the accomplish-
by the seventy  ment of all these ends and purposes—much more,
weeks.

certainly, than that which is included within a
period of seventy literal weeks—and hence it is evidently

® Acts x: 88.
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implied that a day is here put for a year, as in Ezekiel ;*
and that this is, therefore, a period of four hundred and
ninety years.

II. The second point embraced in this response to the
prayer of Daniel is the division of this period pree givisions
tnto three subordinate periods of seven weeks, siz- °f this period.
ty-two weeks, and one week, or, rather, half a week; or, ac-
cording to the year-day rule of interpretation, into periods
of forty-nine years, four hundred and thirty-four years, and
three and a half years. The terminus of each of these is
pretty clearly marked by an important.eventin How cach di-
Jewish history. The first .is designated as a. yosedor des.
period of very great trouble, daring which Jeru- ienated-
salem was to be restored; the close of the second is marked
by the advent of the Messiah, and that of the third by his
death. :

III. The third general topic contained in this answer re-
lates chiefly to the destruction and desolations of peaictions
Jerusalem. The following particulars are ex- concerning the

sccond destruc-

pressed with more or less clearness and full- tion of Jerusa-

lem.

ness :

1. That soon after the death of the Messiah the city would
be destroyed by a foreign prince.

2. That its destruction would be very great, even as the
ruin caused by a deluge.

3. That it would also be of long continuance, even till the
consummation of God’s purposes in reference to it.

Such then is, in brief, the meaning of this prophecy.. Has
it ever been fulfilled? Let us inquire.

Our first object must be to ascertain the beginning of the
period here designated by the seventy weeks. peginningof
And here great caution is necessary. True, in- thei%0years.
deed, we are told very distinctly that it is to be reckoned “from

7 % Ezekiel iv: 6.
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the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem.” But history records no less than four decrees
or commandments, all of which had some reference to the
restoration of the Jewish Commonwealth.

1. The first of these was issued by Cyrus, B. C. 536. It
Four decress 18 Tecorded in Ezra i: 2-4.
concerning 2. Thesecond was made by Darius Hystaspes,

B. C. 519. (Ezra vi: 1-12.)

3. The third by Artaxerxes Longimanus, B.C.457. (Ezra
vii: 1-26.)

4. The fourth by the same monarch, about thirteen years
later, B. C. 444. (Nehemiah ii: 1-8.)

From which of these epochs, then, is this period to be reck-
oned? Evidently not from the first, for that had special ref-
erence to the building of the Temple; nor from the second,
for that was but a reénactment of the first. But to Ezra
belongs the honor of restoring and rebuilding Jerusalem in
The year 4575, 1fS 1008t important sense. And hence he is to
C.tovetaken  this day called by the Jews “The Restorer of the
:,:i:’ﬁ'l: Law.” The commission of Nehemiah referred
period. chiefly to the secular affairs of Jerusalem, and it
may therefore be very properly regarded as a mere appen-
dix to that given by Artaxerxes to Ezra; and hence we think
that the year 457 B. C. is to be taken as the beginning of
the four hundred and ninety years.

If, then, from 457 B. C. we reckon forty-nine years, we
Extent ang 10 that the events of that period correspond
soopeof the  very exactly with the specifications of the proph-

ecy. For,

1. It was a period of great trouble. (See the fourth chap-
ter of Nehemiah.)

2. It was a period distinguished especially as the era
of restoration and reformation. The events recorded in
the thirteenth chapter of Nehemiah occurred about forty-
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nine years after Ezra received his commission from Artax-
erxes.

The second period begins with the year 408 B. C.; and
if to this we add four hundred and thirty-four gyient of tne
years, it brings us down to the year A. D. 26, second period.
But, according to Archbishop Usher and other distinguished
writers on Chronology, Christ was born four years before
the epoch which Dionysius Exiguiis fixed as the beginning
of the Christian Era, and consequently A. D. 26 would ex-
actly correspond with the thirtieth year of the life of Christ.
And according to Luke this was the year in which Christ
commenced his public ministry.*

The third period is the shortest and most intensely inter-
esting of the three; but, nevertheless, its chro- pration of the
nology is not defined with absolute certainty, thirdperiod.
It is very remarkable that neither the day of our Savior’s
birth, nor the day of his baptism, nor the day of his death,
is known with absolute certainty. Neither do we know the
exact number of days during which his ministry lasted ; but
in the prophecy it is given at about three and a half years,
for it is said that he would be cut off in the midst of the
week. And this corresponds very exactly with the testi-
mony of the four Evangelists: for it appears, from the rec-
ord of John, that Christ’s baptism took place sometime—
probably about six months—before he attended, the first
Passover that occurred during his public ministry.t And
according to the same Apostle, Christ attended just four
Passovers during his ministry.{ And as this festival oc-
curred but once a year, it follows that Christ’s ministry, so
far as we can learn from history, must have continued about
three years and six months, which is in exact harmony with
the words of the prophecy.

#*# Luke iii: 28. T Compare John, chaps. i and ii.
}8See John ii: 13-17; v: 1-9; vi: 4; and xiii: 1-30.
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Here, then, is certainly a most wonderful harmony be-
Hamonyof  tween the various specifications of this prophecy
e ey o and the corresponding dates and events of his-
of history. tory. Observe, there is not a single discrepancy in
the case. There are, it is true, some omissions in the minute
details of history. But there are no contradictions

Now add to all this the following well-authenticated facts:

1. That from the time of Daniel to the death of Christ,
the law of Moses was God’s chief means of re-
straining sin and transgression.

2. That Judaism was about that time very greatly weak-
ened, and soon after abolished.

3. That the Christian Church was about that time estab-
lished, and that it has since become by far the most pow-
erful means of civilization, infidels themselves being judges.

4. That about thirty-six years after the death of Christ,
the Roman general Titus did actually destroy Jerusalem, as
if by an overflowing deluge ; and,

5. That since that time it has been in a state of compar-
ative desolation. Place, I say, alongside of this prophecy
all these indubitable facts, and then say, gentle reader, what
is your conclusion from the premises. Who
but a Being of infinite knowledge could have
foreseen these events, fixed these dates, and foretold with
such unerring certainty all the various particulars of this
eventful prophecy? Concede that the claims of the Bible
are just and true, and then all this is plain, simple, and per-
fectly rational. But deny this; ascribe the book of Daniel
to any uninspired man, however learned, and you have, on
this hypothesis, an enigma that is far more wonderful and
perplexing than the greatest miracle recorded in the Bible.
In the one case you have a cause fully adequate to the ef-
fect; but in the other, you have an effect without a cause.
If, then, thy faith is weak, why choose the harder side?

Specifications.

Conclusion.
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SECTION V.—ProprHETIC HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES.—
Daniel z, zi, and ziz.

In the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth chapters of the book

of Daniel we have the prophet’s last recorded | =

ate o An-
vision. It occurred in the third year of the iel'slast vis
reign of Cyrus, and probably also in the last
year of Daniel.

It appears that from the beginning of the first month,
Abib, till after the feast of unleavened bread, ;4. occasion
Daniel had been fasting on the banks of the °f this vision.
Tigris. The special reasons for this are not given, but it
is probable that it was on account of the very discouraging
condition and prospects of his people.

While he was fasting, an angel appeared to him, very
much resembling Jesus Christ, as he appeared 4, angel com.
to John on the island of Patmos.t He re- fv‘;f:";:'lei;‘;
ceived his commission to go and wait on the comfortDaniel
afflicted prophet when the latter first began to pray; but
it scems that he was detained twenty-one days, in some way
and for some reason, by the Prince of Persia.

The effect of this vision on Daniel and his companions
is next given. (V.7-9.) And then we have an ggec; of this
account of Daniel’s being strengthened and en- Yision on Dan-
couraged by this heavenly messenger. (V.10-12.) companions.

In the fourteenth verse, we have given the general scope
of all that follows. “And now I am come,” said gepneral scope
the angel, “to make thee understand whut shall °f thepropheey.
befall thy people in the latter days; for yet the vision is for
many days.” The reader should never forget this in all his
attempts to comprehend the several parts of the following
prophecy.

In the next four verses following, we have an account of

*Rev. i: 13-16.
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Further Daniel’s further prostration, and of his being
strengih oment  3£4ID strengthened and encouraged.

to Daniel. Finally, the introductory chapter closes with
God'a ambassa- a1 gccount of God’s angelic ambassadors at the
courtof Persia. court of Persia.

After these preliminaries, the angel commenced his pro-

_ phetic narrative concerning the Israelites. But
The narrative
given indirect- S there was much in it to distress the aged
o prophet, and perhaps also for other reasons, the
narrative is given, for the most part, indirectly, through the
history and fortunes of those nations with whom God fore-
saw the Israelites would be associated, and to whom they
would generally be in subjection.

For the sake of perspicuity, I will first quote each section
of the prophecy, and then explain and illustrate
it as briefly as I can.

1. “Behold there shall stand up yet three kings of Persia.
And the fourth shall be far richer than they all. And by his
strength, through his riches, he shall stir up all against the
realm of Grecia.” (xi: 2.)

The Israelites were at that time subject to the Persians;
Scops and par. 2N With these, therefore, the angel begins his
ticulars of the mnarrative. The four kings referred to are Cam-
first section.

byses, or Ahasuerus I, Smerdis the usurper,
Darius Hystaspes, and Xerxes the Great. In the reign of
Xerxes the revenue of the empire, according to Herodotus,
was sixty-four million dollars annually. India alone, the
twentieth province of the empire, paid into the royal treas-
ury one Euboic talent of gold, or about eighty pounds avoir-
dupois, every day.*

According to the same historian, the army led by Xerxes
against Greece consisted of two millions six hundred and
forty-one thousand six hundred and ten fighting men, and

Proposed order.

* Herodotus, Book iii. See, also, Diodorus Siculus, x: 8.
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at least as many more servants and workmen, making in
all about five millions two hundred and eighty-three thou-
sand two hundred and twenty persons.*

II. “And a mighty king shall stard up, that shall rule with
great dominion, and do according to his will. And when he
shall stand up,his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be di-
vided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity,
nor according to his dominion which he ruled ; for his kingdom
shall be plucked up, even for others besides those.” (V. 3, 4.)

After the death of Xerxes nine other kings reigned over
Persia. But the angel evidently aims at brev- g.ope of the
ity, and as the invasion of Greece by Xerxes second scction.
suggests the conquest of Asia by Alexander the Great, he
passes immediately from the former to the latter. From the
given prophecy we learn,

1. That the principal subject of it would be specisications.
a mighty king.

2. That his dominion would be very great.

That he would do according to his own will.
That his kingdom would be broken.

That it would be finally divided into four parts,
That it would not be left to his posterity.

7. That none of his successors would have equal power.

All this is clearly applicable to Alexander the Great and
his successors. He was himself but twenty years _ .~
of age when his father, Philip, fell by the hand Alexonder's
of Pausanius. Many then tried to throw off the ™"
Macedonian yoke. But he very soon brought them all to
subjection, and in the spring of 334 B. C. he crossed the
Hellespont at the head of thirty thousand infantry and five
thousand cavalry, and immediately commenced his career of
conquest in Asia. He conquered an army of one hundred
and ten thousand Persians on the banks of the river Gran-

S ok W

* Herodotus, Book vii.
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icus, and another of six hundred thousand near the Bay of
Issus. He then captured Tyre, after a siege of seven months,
took Egypt, and again overcome Darius, at the head of an
army of one million soldiers, on the plains of Arbela; and
-soon after this he subjugated all the northern and eastern
provinces of the empire, and extended his conquests even be-
yond Indus. He was, therefore, certainly a mighty king.

His dominion was also a great dominion. In less than ten
Extentof his  years he extended his empire from Ethiopia and
dominion. the Indian Ocean, on the south, to the Danube
and the Imaus Mountains, on the north, and from the Adriatic,
on the west, to the utmost bounds of civilization on the east.

He was, moreover, extremely self-willed, putting to death
His stubborn. ANy of his most intimate friends simply because
ness. they would not yield implicitly to his own arbi-
trary dictation ; such, for example, as Parmenio, Clitus, Ca-
listhenes, and Orsines.

He died 323 B. C., and after a conference of seven days,
Division of his 1t Was agreed to by his generals that Alexander’s
kingdon. half-brother, Philip Arideeus, should be invested
with the shadow of royalty, and that each of them should
take charge of a province. Thus his kingdom was at first
divided into thirty-three parts or provinces.

But in less than fifteen years his mother Olympias, his
Fateof hispos- Wife RRoxana, his brother Philip Aradeus, his
terity. son Alexander, his son Hercules, and all his re-
maining relatives were put to death, and the empire was then
divided into four kingdoms, viz. Greece, Thrace, Syria, and
Egypt. These were severally governed by Cassander, Ly-
simachus, Seleucus Nicator, and Ptolemy Lagus, all of them
great princes, but none of them equal to Alexander.*

*For u confirmation of all these facts, and many other interesting de-
Works of refer- t8il8 of this important section of history and prophecy,
ence the reader is referred to the original works of Diodorus
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II1. “ And the king of the south shall be strong, and one
of his princes: and he shall be strong above him, and have do-
minion ; his dominion shall be a great dominion.” Or, as I
think the passage might be more clearly and more properly
rendered, “ And the king of the south, even one of his (Alex-
ander’s) princes, shall be strong : and (another) shall be strong
above him, and have dominion ; his dominion shall be a great
dominion.” (V. 5.)

In the investigation of this prophecy, it is important to
remember that its entire scope has reference t0 ryiure omis.
the seed of Abraham, according to the flesh, sionof the

ingdoms of

The narrative, as I before said, is indirect; but, Greeceand
nevertheless, it all relates to the fortunes of the
twelve tribes, and hence you see why it is that the king-
doms of Macedonia and Thrace are henceforth passed over
in silence. These constituted the western portion of Alex-
ander’s dominions, and the Jews were, therefore, in no way
influenced by either their fortunes or their misfortunes.

But it was very different with the kingdoms of Syria and
Egypt. For about two hundred and thirty-five Minute detaits
years the Israelites were almost constantly har- §oo e
rassed by their mutual jealousies and intrigues, &ndEevet.
Dependent, as they were, sometimes on the former and some-
times on the latter; and being always situated near the in-
tervening boundaries of these kingdoms, they were com-
pelled, by the force of circumstances, to sympathize and suf-
fer with them in all their wars and revolutions. This is why

the angel describes these so very minutely in the following

Siculus, Justin, Arrian, and Plutarch. But if these can not be conve-
niently procured, he will find a very interesting outline and illustra-
tion of all these points in Prideaux’s Connection, vol. i, Book viii, and
also in Rollin’s Ancient History, vol. iii, Books xv and xvi. The work
of Dean Prideaux is especially valuable to the student of the Bible, and
it should have a place in every Bible library. Harper's edition is the
one referred to in these notes.
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narrative. He could not cheer the heart of the aged
prophet by any thing very pleasing and encouraging in the
fortunes of his people during this eventful period, and he
therefore very benevolently casts a vail over their sufferings
and their afflictions, by indirectly describing their condition
and circumstances through the history of those nations with
which he foresaw they would be politically and geographi-
cally associated.

It is also very important to observe, just here, that Jeru-
Geographical  Slem is made the stand-point of comparison in all
stand-pointof  the following geographical allusions. The king
MR of the North is simply that monarch, or rather
succession of monarchs, that ruled over those provinces and
kingor e istricts that lay north of Jerusalem, and the
Northandking  king of the South is used, in like manner, for all
of the South. . .

those kings that reigned south of Jerusalem.

The first king of the South was Ptolemy Lagus, called also
Firstkingof ~ Ltolemy Soter. He was one of Alexander’s
the South. princes, and was strong in wealth, in men, and
in territory. In the division of the empire he received as
his portion Egypt, Libya, Arabia, Ceele-Syria,
and Palestine. To these he afterward annexed
Cyprus, Pheenicia, part of Lesser Asia, several cities of
Greece, and some of the Agean islands. He also estab-
lished a college of learned men in Alexandria, founded the
famous Alexandrian Library, and did much in many ways
to promote the prosperity, power, and influence of Egypt.
First king of Butanother of Alexander’s princes was stronger
the North. than Ptolemy. This was Seleucus Nicator, who
was at the same time king of the North. After the battle of
Ipsus he reigned over most of the provinces of Asia Minor,
Evidenceof his all Syria proper, Armenia, Mesopotamia, As-
superiority.  gyria, Chaldea, Babylonia, Susiana, Mcdia, Per-
sia, Carmania, Aria, Parthia, Gedrosia, Arachosia, Drangi-

His greatness
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ana, Bactriana, Sogdiana, and a portion of India; and
having defeated and slain Lysimachus, 281 B. C., he then
added to his former possessions the kingdoms of Thrace
and Macedonia. His dominion was, therefore, a great do-
minion.*

IV. “And in the end of years they shall join themselves to-
gether ; for the king’s daughter of the south shall cone to the
king of the north to make an agreeiment; but she shall not retain
the power of the arm ; neither shall she stand, nor his arm ; but
she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he
whom she brought forth, and he that strengthened her in these
times.” (V.6.)

The angel here passcs over the events of several years,
and next notices an attempt that was made to consolidate the
two belligerent kingdoms. About the year 256, B. C., An-
tiochus Theos declared war against Ptolemy Philadelphus,
and for six years it was carried on with great violence. But
a revolt of nearly all the provinces east of the Tigris made
it necessary for Antiochus to conclude a treaty ny,..:, petweon
of peace with Ptolemy, and direct all his forces 7oy Thila-
to the suppression of this rebellion. After much Antiochus
court intrigue and political management, it was '
agreed that Antiochus should put away his wife Laodice, and
her two sons; that he should marry Berenice, the daughter
of Ptolemy, and that he should entail on her male offspring
the crown of Syria

These conditions were all ratified, and faithfully observed
during the reign of Ptolemy. I.aodice was divorced, and
the marriage of Berenice was celebrated with vy;,i.tion of
great pomp and solemnity. But as soon as thtreuty.
Antiochus heard of the death of his father-in-law, he put

% For further details on this section, see Prideaux’s Cponnection, vol i,
book viii, pp. 393-425, and vol ii, book i, pp. 1-23; also Rollin’s Ancient
History, vol. iii, book xvi, chap. ii.
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away Berenice, and recalled Laodice. This was the begin-
ning of an awful tragedy. Laodice, knowing
the fickle temper of her husband, and being ap-
prehensive that she and her children might be again sup-
planted, resolved to improve the present opportunity, and
to secure the crown for her own son. She therefore caused
Antiochus to be poisoned; and when she saw him expir-
ing, she placed in his bed, to personate him, a man named
Artemon, who very much resembled the king, both in his
features and in his tone of voice. Artemon performed his
part of the play admirably. He recommended his dear
Laodice and her children to the care and sympathies of the
people, and gave orders that his oldest son by Laodice, Se-
leucus Callinicus, should be his successor. His death was
then publicly announced, and Seleucus peaceably ascended
the throne, which he enjoyed for the space of twenty years.

Laodice, not thinking herself safe while Berenice and her
Death of Bere-  SON Were living, concerted measures with Seleu-
:;ﬁe,mﬁnﬂm}::. cus to destroy them also. Berenice, hearing of
Aots. this, fled with her infant son to Daphne, a town
about five miles south of Antioch, where she shut herself up
in an asylum built by Seleucus Nicator; but being at last
betrayed by the guards, first her son and then herself, with
all her Egyptian attendants, were murdered in the basest
and most inhuman manner. Such was the end of Berenice,
and of her husband, and of her son, and of those that ac-
companied her from her native land ; and such was the ex-
act fulfillment of this very remarkable prophecy.*

V. “ But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up
in his estate; who shall come with an army, and shall enter
into the fortress of the king of the North, and shall deal
against them, and shall prevail : and shall also carry captives
wnto Egypt their gods with their princes, and with their precious

What followed.

% See Prideaux’s Connection, vol. ii, pp. 49-60.
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vessels of silver and of gold. And he shall continue more
years than the king of the North. So the king of the South
shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own
land.” (V. 7-9.)

While Berenice was besieged in Daphne, a report of
her misfortune reached Egypt, whereupon her Conquesta of
brother, Ptolemy Evergetes, immediately col- Ptolemy Ever-
lected a formidable army and hastened to her **
rescue. Other troops were sent from Asia Minor for the
same purpose. But they all came too late. Berenice was
murdered before either army reached the place of her con-
finement. Ptolemy, however, determined to avenge her
death. He united his forces with those from Asia Minor,
put Laodice to death, and made himself master of Syria
and Cilicia. Thus he entered into the fortress of the king
of the North. After this he crossed the Euphrates and
conquered all the provinces as far as the Tigris; and if the
progress of his arms had not been arrested by a sedition,
which required his attention in Egypt, he might have sub-
dued the whole Syrian empire. But he left the conquered
provinces under the care of two of his generals, and hast-
ened to Alexandria, carrying back with him forty thousand
talents of silver, with a prodigious quantity of gold and
silver vessels, and two thousand five hundred statues, part
of which were the Egyptian idols that Cambyses had car-
ried from Egypt into Persia.

On his way to Egypt he passed through Jerusalem, where
he offered many sacrifices to the God of Israel, gisoferingsat
to whom he seems to have ascribed his great Jerusalem.
victories, rather than to his own acknowledged idols. It
is difficult to account for this extraordinary conduct on
any other supposition than that, like Cyrus and Alexander,
he had read this remarkable prophecy, which so perfectly
accords with the leading events of his life that no one,
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properly instructed, can fail so to apply it. Even the four
years that he outlived Seleucus are here made a subject of
prophecy.*

VI “ But his sons” (1. e., the sons of Seleucus Callinicus)
“shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great
forces. And one of them shall certainly come” (i. e., into
Judea) “ and overflow and pass through. Then shall he re-
turn and be stirred up even to his fortress” (fortress of the
king of the South).  And the king of the South shall be moved
with choler, and shall come forth” (toward Judea), “ and fight
with him, even with the king of the North. And he (Anti-
ochus) shall set forth a great multitude ; but the multitude shall
be given into his (Ptolemy’s) hand.” (V. 10-11.)

These and the following verses, as far as the twentieth,
relate chicfly to Antiochus the Great. Seleucus Callinicus
died a prisoner in Parthia. He left two sons, Seleucus and
Antiochus. The former succeeded his father, and assumed
the title of Ceraunus (the Thunderer), though he was very
weak both in mind and body ; but weak men most need titles
Inglorions to support their dignity. His reign was short
refan of Scleu- and inglorious. At the head of a great army,

| " he attempted to regain the provinces lost by
his father, but was soon afterward poisoned by two of his
own soldiers, leaving the throne to his brother Antiochus.
The remark of the angel at this point is very significant,
and well illustrates the remarkable precision of the whole
prophecy. Observe, both of the sons of Seleucus were stirred
First snccesseg UP3 DUt only one of them was successful. An-
of Antiochus  tiochus having suppressed a rebellion in the
the Great. . .
east, turned his forces against Ptolemy Philo-
pater, a most vain, luxurious, and profligate debauchee, who
was then king of Egypt. He first took Seleucia, and then

#Prideaux’s Connection, vol. ii, pp. 60-70, and Rollin's Ancient His-
tory, vol. iii, pp. 356-301.
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recovered all Syria, making himself master of some places
by treaty, and of others by force of arms.

During the next campaign he defeated Nicholas, the
Egyptian general, on the Straits of Mount Lebanon, con-
quered all Galilee and Persia, and threatened to invade
Egypt and attack Ptolemy even in his own fortress; but
this, at length, roused from his lethargy this profligate king
of the South, and early in the spring of 217 B. C. Ptolemy
collected an army of seventy thousand infantry, five thousand
cavalry, and seventy-three elephants, and marched to Raphia,
a town on the Mediterranean Sea, near the southern borders
of Judea. Here he met Antiochus with an army which
Rollin estimates at seventy-two thousand infantry, twclve
thousand cavalry, and one hundred and two elephants. The
result of the battle there fought was the defeat g, defeat at
of Antiochus, with the loss of ten thousand men Rerhia.
killed and four thousand taken prisoners. Antiochus fled
to Gaza, and thence to Antioch. Soon after this, all Pales-
tine and Ceelo-Syria again voluntarily submitted to the con-
querer.¥

VII. “ And when he hath taken away the multitude, his
heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten
thousands; but he shall not be strengthened by it. (V. 12.)

Ptolemy, through the aid of his Greek generals, knew
better how to gain a victory than to profit by .-
it. Had he taken advantage of his late success, seauent indis-
and of the rebellion that was then actually going eretions.
on in Asia Minor, it is generally conceded that he might,
in all probability, have deprived Antiochus of his whole
empire. But his heart was lifted up by his success, and his
love of ease and desire for carnal pleasure, moved him to

# Polybius, Book V; Prideaux’s Connection, vol. ii: pp. 70-77; Rollin's
Ancient History, vol. iii: pp. 399-408.
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agree first to a truce for one year, and afterward to the terms
of peace which his enemy proposed.

After the retreat of Antiochus, Ptolemy visited several
His attempt to 10168 Of Ceele-Syria and Palestine.  While at
enter the Holy  Jerusalem he offered many sacrifices, and ex-
of Hollea- pressed a desire and intention to go into the
Most Holy Place. This produced great excitement and
alarm throughout Jerusalem. The High Priest informed
him of the sacredness of the place, and of the law of God
which forbade his entrance. The Priests and Levites were
gathered together to oppose his rash design, and the people
besought him to abandon it; but all their entreaties and ex-
postulations only inflamed his excited curiosity. He forced
his way as far as the sacred court; but, if we may credit the
author of the third book of Maccabees, just as he was about
to enter the temple, God struck him with such a terror and
confusion of mind, that he was carried out of the court half
dead. Soon after, he left the city greatly exasperated against
the whole Jewish nation, on account of what had befallen him,
and threatening them with his displeasure and vengeance.

When he returned to Alexandria, he began a cruel per-
His persecu. SECULION against the Jews in that city, in which,
tion of the according to Jerome, sixty thousand of them
Jowe: suffered martyrdom. Thus did he cast down
many ten thousands. But neither did his late treaty with
Antiochus nor his persecution of the Jews serve to strengthen
him.*

VIII. “ For the king of the North shall return, and shall
set forth a multitude greater than the former; and shall cer-
tainly come (into Judea) after certain years, with a great army
and with much riches. And in those times there shall many

* Prideaux’s Connection, vol. ii, pp. 77-83; Rollin's Ancient History,
vol. iii, pp. 408-411. See also Polybius and other original authorities
cited by Prideaux.
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stand up against the king of the South ; also the robbers (re-
volters) of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the
vision, but they shall fall.” (V. 13-14.)

For about fourteen years after the battle of Raphia there
was peace between Syria and Egypt. In the successesof
mean time Antiochus, having taken and be- S il
headed Acheus, the leader of the rebellion in of Rarhia.
Lesser Asia, and having reduced to subjection Media, Par-
thia, and some other Eastern provinces, had returned to An-
tioch with great riches and an immense army.

As soon as he heard of the death of Ptolemy Philopater,
and the ascension of his son Ptolemy Epiph- League ve-
anes, who was then but five years of age, he iyueant phiip
forgot, or rather disregarded, the obligations of °f Macedon.
the existing treaty, and resolved to extend his dominions
by the conquest of Egypt. And in this design Antiochus
was not alone. He and Philip, king of Macedon, entered
into a league, in which it was stipulated that the latter
should have the provinces of Caria, Libya, Cyrene, and
Egypt, and that the former should have all the rest of
Ptolemy’s dominions. At the same time there prevailed in
nearly all the provinces of the king of the South a very
seditious spirit, owing to the maladministration of Agatho-
cles, his prime minister. Many of the Jews also i partial
then revolted from Ptolemy. It was, no doubt, stccess
the general expectation that the confederated Syrians and
Macedonians would, under the circumstances, very soon take
possession of the whole empire, and hence all Ceele-Syria
and Palestine submitted to Antiochus with very little op-
position.

But the decrees of the Roman Senate soon gave a new as-
pect to the war. The Egyptians, being greatly 1nierference
distressed on account of the league made against °fthe Romans.
their infant king, sent an embassy to the Romans, soliciting

8
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their protection, and offering them the guardianship of the
king and the regency of the kingdom during his minority.
The Romans very willingly accepted this, and sent three am-
bassadors to Philip and Antiochus, requiring them to desist
from any further interference in the affairs of Egypt.

Soon after, while Antiochus was éngaged in a war with
Recoveryof  Attalus, king of Pergamos, the Egyptian min-
JodeSyria . istry sent Scopas, with a great army, into Pal-
by the Egyp-  estine and Ceele-Syria for the recovery of these
ane: provinces. He soon conquered all Judea, put
a garrison in the castle at Jerusalem, and returned to Alex-
andria covered with glory and the spoils of vietory. Dur-
ing this campaign many of the revolting Jews were put to
death. Josephus says the Jews submitted to Scopas by
force, but to Antiochus they submitted willingly.*

IX. “So the king of the north shall come (into Judea again),
and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities. And
the arms of the south shall not withstand; neither his chosen
people ; neither shall there be any strength to withstand. But
he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will ;
and none shall stand before him. And he shall stand (stand
Jirm, or establish his dominion) in the glorious land (Judea)
which by his hand shall be consumed.” (V. 15,186.)

On the remonstrance of the Roman Senate, Antiochus
Defent of sco.  Withdrew his forces from Pergamus, and again
pas by Antio- lead them into Cecele-Syria and Palestine. Sco-

' pas was sent against him with a choice army.
They met at Paneas, near the source of the river Jordan,
where the Egyptians were defeated with great slaughter.
Scopas fled with ten thousand men to Sidon ; but he was so
closely and so strongly besieged by Antiochus that, although
the government at Alexandria sent for his relief three of their

* Prideaux’s Connegtion, vol. ii, pp. 83-87; Rollin’s Ancient History,
'vol. iii, pp. 451-454; also, vol. iv, pp. 7-20.
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best generals and their most reliable troops, (chosen people,)
he was forced to surrender, on the condition of life only.
He and his troops were then stripped and sent back to
Egypt.

Antiochus then took all the most fenced cities and strong-
holds of Palestine. From this time the king _ .
of the North reigned over Judea, the glorious takenund heid
land, by whose hand it was consumed, till driven by Antiochus.
to desperation by the cruelty and inhumanity of Antiochus
Epiphanes, the Jews threw off the Syrian yoke and main-
tained a nominal independence, until they were subjugated
by the Romans, 63 B. C.*

X. “He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of
his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him ; thus shall he do :
and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her :
but she shull not be on his side, neither be for him.” (V. 17.)

Having conquered Ccele-Syria and Palestine, Antiochus
was ready to enter Egypt with the strength of  mis purpose to
his whole kingdom, composed now of upright pre et
Israelites as well as idolatrous Gentiles. But andthenby
the aspect of affairs in Asia Minor and Greece ratesy.
seems to have suddenly changed his designs, and, therefore,
what he was not prepared to do by force he attempted to ac-
complish by stratagem and diplomacy. With a fraudulent
design, as Jerome informs us, he sent an ambassador to
Alexandria, with proposals of marriage between Ptolemy and
his own beautiful daughter Cleopatra. The conditions were
accepted, and the marriage afterward consummated. But the
promised dowry, and all the other attempts of Antiochus to
corrupt his daughter, could not alienate her from . -
the interests of her husband. TFaithful to his tothe intcrests

. of her husband.
cause, she even accompanied an embassy sent to
congratulate the Romans after they had defeated her father at

* Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 87, 88; Rollin, vol. iv, p. 20.
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Thermopylz, and to exhort them not only to drive him out
of Greece, but also to carry the war into Asia.*

X1. “After this, he shall turn his face in to the isles, and
shall take many : but a prince for his own behalf shall cause
the reproach offered by him to ccase; without his own reproach
he shall cause it to turn upon him.” (V. 18.)

When Antiochus thought he had secured the favor of
Conquestsof  Ptolemy by the proposed marriage, he turned
e 4 his face to the islands of the sea. With a fleet
Mediterranean.  of one hundred large ships of war and two hun-
dred smaller vessels, he subdued some of the most important
maritime places on the coasts of Greece, Thrace, and Asia
Minor, and took Samos, Eubea, and several other islands in
the Agean and Mediterranean Seas. But the Romans soon
turned the tide of his fortune. Acilius routed his army at
His subsequent 'L hermopylee, Livius and Zmilius defeated his
reverses and . .
defeat by the  Tl€€t in two successive engagements, and, finally,
Romans. Lucias Cornelius Scipio gained a decisive vic-
tory over him in Asia Minor, near the city Magnesia, at
the foot of Mount Siphylus. Antiochus lost fifty thousand
infantry and four thousand cavalry slain on the field of bat-
tle; one thousand four hundred more were taken prisoners,
and he himself escaped with difficulty to Sardis.t

XII. “Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his
own land : but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found.”
(V. 19))

From Sardis Antiochus went to Cel®nz, in Phrygia, to
join his son Seleucus, and thence made all possible haste to
“the fort of his own land.” As soon as he arrived at An-
tioch he sent his nephew, Antipater, and Zeuxis, former
His treaty witn  gOVernor of Lydia and Phrygia, to desire peace
theRomans.  with the Romans. A treaty was made at Sar-

# Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 88-92; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 20 21.
T Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 92-96; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 45-76.
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dis, and afterward ratified by the Roman Senate, in which it
was agreed that Antiochus should deliver up Hannibal, the
Carthagenian, and Thoas, the Etolian, who were the chief
instigators of the war; that he should defray all its expenses,
which were estimated at fifteen thousand Euboic talents; that
he should quit all Asia Minor west of Mount Taurus, and
that he should give twenty hostages for the faithful perform-
ance of the stipulated conditions of the treaty.

Soon after this, five hundred talents were paid to the
consul at Ephesus, two thousand five hundred more were
to be paid as soon as the Senate would ratify the treaty,
and the rest in twelve annual installments. Antiochus was
greatly perplexed to make these payments. Hemade a tour
through his eastern provinces to collect his revenues. When
he arrived at Elymais he was informed that there was a great
amount of treasure in the temple of Jupiter Belus. This
temptation was too strong for a prince pressed as he then
was for money, and, at the same time, destitute of moral
principle, and, therefore, he stumbled and fell. Under a
false pretense, he entered the temple by night, and carried
away all the wealth that had been treasured up there for
many years; but when the people heard of it, peatn of anti-
they were so greatly exasperated that they im- °"us
mediately slew him and all his attendants, 185 B. C.*

XIII. “Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes
in the glory of the kingdom. Bul within a few days he shall
be destroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.” (V. 20.)

This is a perfect miniature of Seleucus Philopater, the son
and successor of Antiochus the Great. The an- g g of scicu-
nual payment of one thousand talents to the cus Philopater.
Romans, besides meeting the expenses of his own govern-
ment, rendered the taxes of the provinces very oppressive
during his entire reign. He sent his treasurer, Heliodorus,

* Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 97, 98; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 79-87.
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to rob the temple at Jerusalem, but the God of Israel inter-
fered to prevent this sacrilege. After a feeble and ignomin-
ious reign of eleven years, or prophetic days, he was cut off,
neither in anger nor in battle, but by the secret treachery of
his own treasurer, Heliodorus, 175 B. C.*

XIV. “And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to
whom they shall nol give the honor of the kingdom; but he
shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.”
(V. 21.)

The subject of this section is Antiochus Epiphanes, son of
How Antiochus  Antiochus the Great, and brother of the late
Sriplehesse  king. He was one of the twenty hostages chosen
throneof Syrin.  gnd delivered for the faithful performance of all
the conditions and terms of the treaty which his father had
made with the Romans after the battle of Magnesia. In
this capacity he remained in Italy thirteen years; but for
some reason his brother Seleucus wished him to return to
Antioch, and, in order to obtain him, he sent to Rome, as
a substitute, his only son, Demetrius, who was then about
twelve years of age. Antiochus was set at liberty, and had
returned as far as Athens, when he heard that Heliodorus,
having poisoned Seleucus, was endeavoring to usurp the
throne, and, moreover, that a strong party had declared in
favor of his own sister, Cleopatra, queen of Egypt. He
also knew that Demetrius, who was then a hostage at Rome,
was the lawful heir and successor of Seleucus. But, not-
withstanding all these obstacles, he resolved that he would,
if possible, be the next king of Syria, and what he could
not obtain by the right of birth or by the choice of the
people, he determined to secure by his flatteries. Accord-
ingly, by flattering speeches and fair promises, he gained the
assistance of Eumenes, king of Pergamos, against Helio-
dorus. At the same time he greatly flattered the Syrians,

* Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 102-105: Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 87-121.
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so that, by a show of clemency, he secured their favor, and
thus, without very much opposition from any of his compet-
itors, he came in peaceably, and obtained the kingdom by
flatteries.

He afterward assumed the title of Epiphanes, i. e., the
Tllustrious. But Daniel here calls him a vile

. His character.

person, and many of his contemporaries called
him Epimanes, or the madman, on account of his low, base,
and lascivious demeanor. We learn, from the writings of
Polybius, Philarchus, Livy, and other heathen historians,
that he would often leave his palace, with two or three of
his domestics, and ramble up and down the strects of An-
tioch ; that he would visit the shops of goldsmiths, and dis-
pute with them about the merest trifles of their art; that he
would associate, drink, and carouse with the very dregs of
the people; that he would go uninvited to parties of pleas-
ure, and indulge in all the vanities, follics, and wanton fool-
eries of the young; that he would often lay aside his royal
dress, put on a Roman gown, and assume the character of a
Roman politician ; that he would spend large portions of his
revenuc in fits of drunkennecss, revelry, and debauchery ; that
he would sometimes leave his palace and walk about the
streets in a Roman dress, with a crown of roses on his head,
and stones under his garments to pelt any who would attempt
to follow him on such occasions; that he would bathe in the
public baths, and disgust all present by his obscene behavior ;
and, in short, that his general demeanor proved him to be
a \110 and deqplc‘ll)lc person

XV. “And with the arms of a flood shall they be over. ﬂown
before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the Prince of the
Covenant. And after the league made with him he shall
work deceitfully : for he shall come up and become strong
with a small people. And he shall enter peaceably, even upon

# Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 97-107; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 71, 121.
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the fattest places of the province. And he shall do that
which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he
shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches.”
(V. 22-24.)

Notwithstanding Antiochus’s eccentricities and the debas-
ing idiosyncrasies of his character, the prophet foresaw that
he would succeed in his ambitious designs, and become pow-
erful. All his competitors for the crown were swept away
His treacher-  from before him as if by a flood ; and Onias, the
e n  Prince of the Covenant, or High Priest of the
Priest. Jews, was also deposed, and his office was sold
to his brother Jason for three hundred and sixty talents of
silver. But after the contract was made with Jason, Anti-
ochus worked deceitfully : for three years afterward, he again
sold the High Priesthood to his younger brother, Menelaus,
for three hundred talents more.

What follows, as far as the last clause of the twenty-
fourth verse, is a mere recapitulation and amplification of what
precedes. From Rome Antiochus came up to Antioch with
only a few attendants, and for a short time he had but a few
Hismeansof  adherents in Syria; but through the favor of
Kuccess. Eumenes, the influence of his own insinuating
manner, and the prodigality of his gifts, he soon became
strong, and took possession of the eastern as well as most
of the western provinces, for he did that which neither his
fathers nor his fathers’ fathers had done. 'With a profuseness
before unknown, he scattered among the people the prey of
his enemies, the spoils of their temples, the riches of his
friends, and even the surplus of his own revenues. Jose-
Bvidenceornis  P1US 82y, “ In his gifts he was magnanimous
extravazance  and munificent.” The author of the first book
aud liberality.

of Maccabees says, that “in the liberality of his
gifts he abounded above the kings that were before him.”
And Polybius mentions several instances of his extrava-
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gance. Among other things, he says that Antiochus would
sometimes bestow very large gifts on entire strangers, and
that at other times, standing in the public streets, he would
throw handfuls of money among the people, saying, “ Let
him take it to whom fortune sends it.”*

XVI. “And he shall forecast his devices against (upon)
the strongholds (fortifications) for a time.” (V. 24.)

Ptolemy Epiphanes died 180 B.C., and was succeeded by
his son, Ptolemy Philometor, wlo jvas then only six years
of age. His first guardian was his mother, Cleopatra, the
sister of Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria. During her
life peace continued between the king of the North and the
king of the South ; but after her death, and until the young
prince reached his majority, the affairs of Egypt were admin-
istered by Lennzeus, an Egyptian nobleman, and Eulaus,
one of Ptolemy’s pedagogues. Soon after these Ground of aiff.
men entered upon the duties of their office, they ,c,:,'ltteybtxef,:"
demanded of Antiochus the provinces of Ceele- Jnoelms and
Syria and Palestine, on the ground that they metor.
belonged to Ptolemy Soter, according to the distribution that
was made of Alexander’s empire after the battle of Ipsus,
and also because that Antiochus the Great had promised to
restore them to Ptolemy, as the dower of his daughter Cleo-
patra ; but Antiochus denied the justice of both these claims,
and in anticipation of war, he, for a time, forecast his devices
by repairing and strengthening the strongholds and fortified
cities of these provinces.t

XVII. “And he shall stir up his power and his courage
against the king of the South with a great army. And the
king of the South shall be stirred wp to battle with a great and
mighty army; but he shall not stand, for they shall forecast
devices against him. Yea, they that feed of a portion of his

# Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 107-110; Josephus, vol. i, p. 407.
t Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 109, 110; Rollin, vol. iv, p. 122,
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meat shall destroy him; and his army shall overflow, and
many shall fall down slain. And both these kings’ hearts
shall be to do mischief ; and they shall speak lies at one table ;
but it shall not prosper, for yet the end shall be at the ap-
pointed time. Then shall he return into his land with great
riches.” (V. 25-28.)

Antiochus, having made all necessary preparations for a
Success of war with Ptolemy, resolved not to wait for the
e arst  €nemy, but to attack him in his own fortress.
campaign. The first battle was fought between Mount
Casius and Pelusium, in which Antiochus was victorious.
Early the next spring, 171 B. C., he lead another army
against Ptolemy, routed his forces on the frontiers of Egypt,
His gaing took Pelusium, Memphis, and all the other for-
during the tified cities of Egypt, except Alexandria. Ptol-
mecond: emy also fell into his hands, in some way which
history does not record ; but it is generally conceded that
the misfortunes which at that time befell Egypt were not
owing so much to the cowardice and incapacity of her king
as to the injudicious and malicious conduct of those who fed
upon a portion of his meat, and especially to the corrupting
influence of Euleus, his instructor and guardian. This man
had purposely led his royal pupil into every extreme of lux-
Defoct in ury and effeminacy, to render him the more in-
Ptolemy’s capable of managing his own affairs and the con-
education. . .

concerns of his kingdom, and thereby to secure
for himself, during the king’s majority, the same office which
he had so much abused during his minority. Ptolemy was
therefore wholly unfit for the crisis. While in the field he
aiways kept himself as far out of danger as possible, and by
his very effeminate demeanor he so disgusted many of his
friends and other citizens of Alexandria that they forsook
Party formed Dim, and the following year, made his younger
sgainet him.  hrother, Evergetes, king in his stead. In this
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dilemma, it is most probable that he voluntarily surrendered
himself to his uncle Antiochus for protection.

Be this as it may, of this we are certain, that for some
time the uncle and the nephew were associated Mutual false
together as guardian and ward in the interests pop anvonrs
of Egypt. They ate at the same table, and #vd Ptolemy.
professed for each other the most cordial friendship. An-
tiochus expressed much concern for the welfare of Philo-
mator, and the latter acknowledged his very great obliga-
tions to his uncle, and laid the whole blame of the war on
Euleus, his prime minister. But all this was a mere game
of deception and falsehood; for Ptolemy embraced the very
first opportunity of freeing himself from the restraints and
guardianship of his uncle; and as soon as Antiochus had
secured the peaceable possession of the country, he seized
upon whatever he saw fit, and enriched himself and his sol-
diers with the spoils of the Egyptians. Thus did he return
to his own land with great riches.*

XVIIIL. “And his heart shall be against the holy cove-
nant, and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.”
(V. 28)

While Antiochus was in Egypt, a false report of his
death was spread throughout Palestine, and Ja- [~
son thought this a fit opportunity to regain the death of Anti-
High Priesthood. He therefore collected to- '
gether about one thousand men, and marched against Jeru-
salem. Many of the citizens joined him, with whose aid he
easily overcame the rest, drove out Menelaus, and unmerci-
fully put to death all who fell into his hands, and whom he
regarded as his enemies.

When Antiochus heard this, he supposed that g5 barbarous
the Jews had made a general insurrection, and jrev{mentef
he therefore set out immediately to quell it.

® Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 113, 114; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 124, 125.
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What most exasperated him was his being informed that
the inhabitants of Jerusalem greatly rejoiced when they
heard the report of his death. He therefore besieged the
city, took it by storm, and for three days gave it up to the
fury and avarice of his soldiers, in which time eighty thou-
sand men were inhumanly butchered, forty thousand were
made prisoners, and as many more were sold into slavery.

After this Antiochus entered the Temple, explored the
Holy and the Most Holy Place, offered swine’s flesh on the
altar of burnt offerings, contemptuously sprinkled broth,
made of the same, on the Temple, carried away the altar of
incense, the table of shew-bread, the candlestick, and the
other golden vessels, to the value of one thousand eight
hundred talents of gold. He then robbed other parts of
the city, and returned to Antioch loaded with the immense
spoils of both Egypt and Judea.*

XIX. “At the appointed time he shall return and come to
the south ; but it shall not be as the farmer or as the latter
(tnvasion). For the ships of Chittim shall come against him ;
therefore shall he be grieved, and return, and have indigna-
tion against the Holy Covenant. So shall he do; he shall
even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the
Holy Covenant.” (V. 29, 30.)

The next spring, 169 B. C., Antiochus returned into Egypt
His purpose to with a determination to finish the work of its
reduce Eeyot entire subjugation, and especially to vanquish

~ the party that was now becoming powerful un-
der Ptolemy Evergetes, the younger brother of Philometor.
He first led his army against Alexandria; but this fortress
was found to be impregnable. He then changed his plan of
conquest, and resolved to weaken Egypt, and thereby to se-
cure it the more readily by keeping up a civil war between
the two brothers, who were then contending for the crown ;

* Prideaux, vol. ii, p. 115; Rollin, vol. iv, pp. 124, 125.
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and he therefore raised the siege of Alexandria, led his army
to Memphis, and invested Philometor with such power and
authority as he thought would enable him to withstand the
forces of Evergetes; and he himself then returned to An-
tioch.

But, to his great mortification, he soon learned that Philo-
metor had played the hypocrite as well as him- g, gigappoint.
self; that he had been fully reconciled to his ment:
brother Evergetes, and that the two were then reigning
jointly in Alexandria.

He then laid aside the mask, and publicly proclaimed his
intention to take Egypt by force. The winter .. =
was spent in making preparations for the war. take all Egypt
Early the next spring, 168 B. C., he sent his b foree.
fleet to Cyprus, and, at the same time, he himself led a
powerful army into Egypt. But this invasion was not like
either the first or the second; for while he was breathing
vengeance against Alexandria, within four miles goman inter-
of the city, he was met by ambassadors who had ference.
just arrived in ships from Chittim or Italy, and who, at the
request of Ptolemy, had been sent by the Roman Senate
to forbid his further interfering with the affairs of Egypt.
With oue of them, Caius Popilius, Antiochus had formed
a very pleasant and familiar acquaintance at Rome, and,
therefore, as soon as he recognized him, he offered to em-
brace him as his old friend; but Popilius declined the
compliment, saying that his country’s interests should be
placed before private friendships, and that he must, there-
fore, know whether he was an enemy or a friend to the Ro-
man people. He then handed to him the written decree
of the Senate. Antiochus read it, and said he would con-
sult with his friends, and speedily give him such an answer
as they would advise. But Popilius, with the wand that
he had in his hand, drew a mark around Antiochus, and,
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in a very firm and decided manner, said, “Answer the Sen-
ate before you stir out of that circle!” This was certainly a
very haughty demand, but Antiochus had lived long enough
at Rome to understand it, and, in a few minutes, he said, “ I
will act according to the request of the Senate.”

This put an end to the war, but not to the evil temper

Revengeful and malicious disposition of Antiochus. He left
irit of Anti- . 3 .
oehus against  JOZYPt in great wrath, on account of his dis-
the Jews. appointment, breathing vengeance against the

unoffending Jews. When he came to Palestine, he sent
Diabolical con. Apollonius, with twenty-two thousand men, to
duct of Apollo-  destroy Jerusalem. For a few days after his
e arrival; this general concealed his diabolical
purpose; but, on the next Sabbath, when the people were
all collected in their synagogues for social worship, he or-
dered his troops to execute his bloody commission. The
men were butchered, the women and children were taken
captives, and the city was plundered, and much of it con-
sumed by fire.

Apollonius then built a strong tower on an eminence in
the city of David, and filled it with soldiers and military
stores for the further execution of the will of his majesty.
The temple worship was then wholly suspended, and the en-
tire city was given up to these idolaters.

This was but a part of the malicious purpose of Anti-
Intotorant do. OChUS.  He was resolved to execute the same
cree of Anti-  summary vengeance on all the Jews throughout
ochus. . o o

his dominions. As soon, therefore, as he re-
turned to Antioch, he published a decree in which he re-
quired all the people of his empire to worship the same
gods that he worshiped, and to observe exclusively the same
religious ceremonies. As he anticipated, the Gentiles sub-
mitted to this decree without much opposition. Many of
the Jews also apostatized, and became the most zealous ex-
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ecutioners of the king’s decree. Thus had he intelligence
with them that forsook the Holy Covenant. Others patiently
suffered martyrdom, “not accepting deliverance that they
might obtain a better resurrection.”

But in Modin, a town in the inheritance of Dan, the
standard of opposition was raised by Matta- delity of Mat.
thias and his five sons, Johannan Kaddis, tathiasand nis
Simon Thassi, Judas Maccabzus, Eleazar Av- five son.
aran, and Jonathan Apphus. They were priests of the
course of Jehoiarib, and all zealously devoted to the laws
and institutjons of Moses. Mattathias, seeing a Jew offer-
ing sacrifice on a heathen altar, ran upon the apostate and
slew him. At the same time, Apelles, the Syrian com-
mander, and all his retinue, were put to death. This was
the first of a series of heroic exploits that once more se-
cured to Israel for a time their national independence.
Mattathias did not live to see the issue. Worn down with
the fatigues of the first campaign, he died 166 B. C., hav-
ing appointed his son Judas Maccabzeus his successor.

Judas was eminently qualified for the crisis. With a com-
paratively small force, he defeated the armies Exploits ana
of Antiochus, first under Apollonius, governor iy sterca-
of Samaria, then under Seron, deputy-governor ‘®Vs:
of Ceele-Syria, afterward under Nicanor, lieutenant of Ptol-
emy Macron, who was then acting as governor of Ceele-
Syria and Phenicia. Soon after this he routed the army
of Timotheus, governor of the country beyond the Jordan,
and, finally, that of Lysias, a nobleman of the royal family,
to whom the king had committed the government of all the
provinces west of the Euphrates, with special orders to de-
stroy the whole Jewish nation and distribute their land to
others, while he was himself attempting to restore order in
the eastern portions of his empire. After these victories,
Judas led his army to Jerusalem, pulled down the heathen
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altar, cleansed the temple, supplied it with new furniture,
and restored the Mosaic laws and ordinances of worship.
Antiochus was at Ecbatana, in Media, when he heard of
the defeat of Nicanor and Timotheus. He immediately set
out for Judea, threatening vengeance and utter ruin to the
whole Jewish nation. When near Babylonia, he received
further intelligence that Judas had also defeated Lysias, re-
taken Jerusalem, cast down the images and altars that he had
set up, and fully restored the worship of the God of Israel.
When he had received this message he became perfectly furi-
ous, and commanded his charioteers to double their speed,
that he might the sooner satiate ‘his vengeance on the devoted
Israelites, declaring that he would make Jerusalem the bury-
ing-place of the whole nation, and that he would not leave
within it a single inhabitant. But while he was uttering
these boastful words the hand of God smote him. He was
Death of anti- immediately seized with the most excruciating
ochus. agony, and, after suffering indescribable tor-
ments of both mind and body, he expired at Tabae, on the
borders of Babylonia, an object of disgust to all spectators.
Such was the awful and monumental end of this ““vile per-
son,” according to the united testimony of Polybius, Jo-
sephus, and the author of the first book of Maccabees.*
XX. “Aad arms shall stand on his part, (or in his place,)
and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take
away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination
that maketh desolate.”” (V.31. Compare Matthew xxiv: 15.)
All this evidently refers to the Roman army. From the
Tndeprndence  d€ath of Antiochus Epiphanes, 164 B. C,, to the
of the Jews 2 time of the Roman invasion, the Jews, though
Antiochus. greatly harassed by the Syrians, maintained in
some measure their national independence, and the services

*See on this section Prideaux, vol. ii, pp. 116-136; Rollin, vol. iv, pp.
128-140; and Josephus, vol. i, pp. 410419,
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of the temple were daily and regularly performed. But in
the year 65 B. C., the Roman armies stood up

and were firmly established in the place of An- avent o Syrin

tiochus. At that time Pompey the Great re- " ="

duced all Syria to a Roman province, and two years after
that, having been requested to decide upon the claims of
Hyrcanus and his brother Aristobulus to the miter and the
crown of Israel, Pompey led a great army into Judea, took
Aristobulus captive, slew twelve thousand of his party, who
had taken refage in the temple, broke down the walls of
Jerusalem, restored Hyrcanus to the office of high priest,
and made him prince over the whole country, on condition
that he should pay an annual tribute to the Romans; but
he took away his crown, and confined his jurisdiction to the
old limits of Judea.

In A. D. 8, Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, was con-
demned for maladministration, and banished to | =
Gaul, and Judea was then reduced to a Roman to= Roman
province. P

From that time the power of life and death was taken
away from the Jews, and their bill of rights was, in many
other respects, very much restricted. But the . .~ =
scepter had not yet wholly departed from Judah, vet wrested
because Shiloh had not yet come in his official from Judh
capacity. The Jews still had their Sanhedrim and inferior
courts of judicature, and still they continued to worship God
according to their own laws and institutions.

But when they crucified the Lord of life and glory, the
cup of their iniquity was full. Anarchy, dis- | . . =
order, and rebellion rapidly increased among the Jerusalem by
people till Titus set up the Roman ensigns, or the fromsne.
symbols of abomination and desolation, around Jerusalem,
demolished its walls, dug up its foundations, slew one mill-
ion one hundred thousand of its inhabitants, polluted and

9
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afterward destroyed the temple or sanctuary of strength, and
put an end to the daily sacrifices, A. D. 70.*

XXT. “ And such as do wickedly against the covenant
shall be corrupt by flatteries.” (V. 32.)

The change of number here, from the plural to the singu-
Agencyand  lar, is very significant. The Roman army first
oy et invaded Judea in the days of the republic. No
perors. one will then governed all the provinces. The
Roman army, under the consuls, was the terror of nations,
and the proper subject of prophecy relating to the conquest
of kingdoms; and hence, even in the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, the eye of the angel still rests on the desolating army.
But now there is a change from the army to the emperor. A
new system of religion and philosophy was now threatening
to desolate the temples of the Romans, to break down their
altars, destroy their images, change their literature, and rev-
olutionize the manners and customs of the whole empire.
To prevent this the most dreadful penalties were threatened,
and the highest rewards were offered by the successive em-
perors ; and these, in many cases, were quite effectual. The
temptations offered were too strong for all who could be in-
fluenced by a time-serving pclicy. Multitudes of converted
Jews, as well as Gentiles, were corrupted or caused to dissem-
ble by these imperial flatterics. They transgressed the Cov-
enant, renounced Christianity, and sacrificed to the statues
of the emperor and the images of his gods.

XXII. “ But the people that do know their God shall be
strong and do exploits: and they that understand among the
people shall instruct many.” (V. 32, 33.)

Exploits of the There is not on record, within the same com-
Apostisand — pags, a more graphic description of the lives and
other primitive

teachers of labors of the Apostles and other primitive teach-
CLrbtianit: ers of Christianity, than we have given here in

* Josephus, vol. ii, pp. 870-442.
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these prophetic words. That most of the early proclaimers
of the Gospel were of the seed of Abraham according to the
flesh is universally conceded ; and that they performed a
series of exploits unparalleled in the history of the world,
can easily be proved by the united testimony of Jews and
Pagans, as well as Christians. Never since time began was
there a more unequal contest, so far as it respects human
power, than was the war between Christianity and the com-
bined systems of Jewish and Gentile superstition. The
advocates of the former were generally without learning,
without wealth, and without political influence. They had
to contend against prejudices strengthened by the growth of
ages; against the learning, wealth, power, and secular in-
terests of all the proud Rabbis, philosophers, and political
despots of the world; and more than all that, had to over-
come and hold in abeyance all the sinful propensities of man’s
unsanctified nature. But they shrunk not from the contest.
Enlightened by the Spirit of God, and clothed with the
power of Omnipotence, they commenced their holy warfare,
according to prophecy, in the city of Jerusalem. Thence the
tocsin was sounded throughout Judea, Syria, Asia Minor, and
all other parts of the Roman empire. Every-where the cry
was heard, ¢ These that have turned the world upside down
are come hither also.” Philosophers were confounded, ty-
rants trembled, idols fell, temples decayed, altars moldered,
and vast multitudes in all parts and from all the sects of
the known world became obedient to the faith. Such were
the effects produced, the revolutions wrought, and the victo-
ries won by the Holy Twelve and their coadjutors in the proc-
lamation of the everlasting Gospel. ¢ While the Roman
empire,” says Gibbon, ¢ was invaded by open violence, or
undermined by slow decay, a pure and humble religion gently
insinuated itself into the minds of men, grew up in silence
and obscurity, derived new vigor from opposition, and,
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finally, erected the triumphant banner of the Cross on the
ruins of the capitol.”*

XXIII. “ Yet they shall fall by the sword, and by famine,
and by captivity, and by spoil, many days.” (V. 33.)

For about three hundred years after the death of Christ,
persccution of 11 Christians, and especially the converted He-
the primitive brews, were objects of both Jewish and Gentile

' persecution. Sometimes, as in the case of Ste-
phen, they were put to death through the mere envy, malice,
and popular fury of the multitude ; but more frequently their
martyrdom was sanctioned by the laws of the empire. The
emperors Nero, Domitian, Trajan, Marcus Antoninus, Sep-
timus Severus, Maximinus, Decius, Valerian, Aurelian, and
Dioclesian, according to Augustine, all published decrees au-
thorizing the persecution of the saints. It is not in harmony
with my purpose to enter much into details, but the follow-
ing brief extract from Gibbon, touching the ten years’ per-
secution of Dioclesian and his two colleagues, Maximian and
Galerius, will be interesting to the reader: “ The next day
Extract from  the general edict of persecution was published, in
Gibbon. which it was enacted that the Christian churches
in all the provinces of the empire should be demolished to
their foundations, and the punishment of death was denounced
against all who should presume to hold any secret assemblies
for the purpose of religious worship. It was further decreed
that the bishops and presbyters should deliver all their
sacred books into the hands of the magistrates, who were
commanded, under the severest penalties, to burn them in
a public and solemn manner. By the same edict the prop-
erty of the church was at once confiscated, and the several
parts of which it might consist were either sold to the high-
est bidder, united to the imperial domain, bestowed on the
cities and corporations, or granted to the solicitations of

* Gibbon, vol. i, p. 66, Lond. edit.
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rapacious courtiers. After taking such effectual measures to
abolish the worship and dissolve the government of Chris-
tians, it was thought necessary to subject to the most intol-
erable hardships the condition of those who should still re-
ject the religion of nature, of Rome, and of their ancestors.
Persons of a liberal birth were declared incapable of holding
any honors or employments, slaves were forever deprived
of the hopes of freedom, and the whole body of the people
were put out of the protection of the law. The judges were
authorized to hear and to determine every action that was
brought against a Christian; but the Christians were not
permitted to complain of any injury which they themselves
had suffered, and thus those unfortunate sectaries were ex-
posed to the severity, while they were excluded from the
benefits, of public justice.” Other decrees followed. The
same historian adds: “The resentment or the fears of
Dioclesian at length transported him beyond the bounds
of moderation, which he had hitherto preserved, and he
declared, in a series of cruel edicts, his intention of abolish-
ing the Christian name. By the first of these edicts, the
governors of the provinces were directed to apprehend all
persons of the ecclesiastical order, and the prisons destined
for the vilest criminals were soon filled with a multitude of
bishops, presbyters, deacons, readers, and exorcists. By a
second decree, the magistrates were commanded to employ
every method of severity which might reclaim them from
their odious superstitions, and oblige them to return to the
established worship of the gods. This rigorous order was
extended, by a subsequent edict, to the whole body of Chris-
tians, who for ten years were exposed to a violent and
general persecution.” *

The effect of these edicts may be better imagined than

* Gibbon, vol. ii, chap. xvi. See, also, Waddington’s Church History,
pp. 58-69; Mosheim, vol. i, pp. 51-59, 97, 105, 156160, 208-211, etc.
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described. The number of Christians that suffered death
under their influence was so great that at one time Diocle-
sian and his colleagues seem to have thought that they had
really accomplished their diabolical purpose, and, in a pom-
Vain bosst of  POUS 1nscription, they announced to the world
Dioclesian. that they had “ extinguished the Christian name
and superstition, and every-where restored the worship of
the gods to its former purity and luster.” But these were
vain words, for Christ had said, “ On this rock I will build
my Church, and the Gates of Hades shall not prevail against
it.”

XXIV. “Now when they shall fall, they shall be helped
with a little help ; but many shall cleave to them with flatter-
tes.” (V. 34))

These words evidently relate to the help which the con-
Edictsof Con-  verted Hebrews, as well as all other Christians,
o toume received from the Emperor Constantine. In
tians. A.D. 306 he was proclaimed Emperor of the
West by the army of Gaul and Britain, and immediately he
granted full liberty of worship to all his subjects. After his
victory over Maxentius, A. D. 312, he became master of the
whole Western empire, and in connection with Licinius, the
emperor of the eastern provinces, he published a decree of
universal toleration. This was soon followed by the special
edict of Milan, in which it was required that all places of
worship and public lands which had been confiscated should
be restored to the church without dispute, without delay, and
without expense. In A. D. 324, Constantine became sole
emperor, and the edict of Milan was then republished as
the law of the whole empire.*

Had Constantine properly comprehended the true genius

* Murdock’s Mosheim, vol. i, pp. 211-213; Waddington’s Church His-
tory, p.105. See, also, Gibbon, vol. ii, chaps. 14-16, and Lardner’s Credi-
bility, vol. viii, p. 335, Lond. edit.



DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE. 135

of the Christian religion, and merely, as in these United
States, granted to all his subjects the right to wor- Their advan-
ship God according to the dictates of their own tagesand dis-
reason and conscience, he would have rendered rvantaxes.
very important service to the cause of Christianity, and very
greatly helped the Hebrew Christians. In this way the earth
may: still do much to help the woman. But by the union of
church and state, by abolishing paganism and making Chris-
tianity the religion of the empire, and himself the arbiter of
all ecclesiastical controversies, he has left it doubtful, in the
estimation of many, whether, on the whole, his course was
really a benefit or an injury to the church. It is certain that
the aforesaid edicts of Constantine gave some temporary relief
and advantages to Christians ; and hence the Angel said that,
after a long period of persecution, the converted Israelites
would receive a little help. But he anticipated the evils that
would soon result from this political interference, and, there-
fore, immediately added, “But many shall cleave unto them
with flatteries.”

“Tt is evident,” says Mosheim, “that the victories of Con-
stantine the Great, and both the fear of pun- _ -
ishment and the desire of pleasing the Roman Mosheim and
emperors, were cogent reasons, in view of whole Gibon-
nations as well as of individuals, for embracing the Chris-
tian religion.”* And the skeptical but eloquent Gibbon
adds: “ By the edicts of toleration, he (Constantine) removed
the temporal disadvantages which had hitherto retarded the
progress of Christianity, and its active and numerous minis-
ters received a free permission, a liberal encouragement, to
recommend the salutary truths of revelation by every argu-
ment which could affect the reason or the piety dbf mankind.
The exact balance of the two religions continued but for a
moment, and the piercing eye of ambition and avarice soon

*# Murdock’s Mosheim, vol. i, p. 227.
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discovered that the profession of Christianity might con-
tribute to the interests of the present as well as of a future
life. The hopes of wealth and honors, the example of an
emperor—his exhortations, his irresistible smiles—diffused
conviction among the venal and obsequious crowds which
usually fill the apartments of a palace. The cities which
signalized a forward zeal by the voluntary destruction of
their temples were distinguished by municipal privileges and
rewarded with popular donations; and the new capital of
the east gloried in the singular advantage that Constantinople
was never profaned by the worship of idols. As the lower
ranks of society are governed by imitation, the conversion
of those who possessed any eminence of birth, of power, or
of riches, was soon followed by the dependent multitudes.” *

XXV. “And some of them of understanding shall fall, to
try them, and to purge, and to make them white even to the time
of the end ; because it is yet for a time appointed.” (V. 35.)

Scarcely had persecution ceased from without when it be-
Internal porss. 221 to rage from within. The edicts of Con-
cutions of the stantine were far more potent in restraining the
clreh diabolical fury of the heathen than in enlight-
ening, humbling, and sanctifying the minds and hearts of
either the ruled or the rulers of a sectarian church. Con-
troversies arose about Arianism, Pelagianism, Nestorianism,
Eutychianism, Monophysitism, Monothelitism, the worship
of images, and various other heresies, in all of which im-
perial favor and the terrors of martyrdom had much more
influence than the inspired oracles of the Old and the New
Testament. The testimony of Gibbon is again in point.
He says: ¢ The simple narrative of intestine divisions, which
distracted the peace and dishonored the triumph of the
church, will confirm the remark of a pagan historian, and
justify the complaint of a venerable bishop. The experi-

* Gibbon, vol. ii, pp. 465, 466. Lond. edit.
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ence of Ammianus convinced him that the enmity of the
Christians toward each other surpassed the fury of savage
beasts against men. And Gregory Nazianzen most pathet-
ically laments that the kingdom of heaven was converted
by discord into the image of chaos, of a nocturnal tempest,
and of hell itself.”*

In this protracted warfare, as in most similar cases, the
most intelligent, virtuous, and godly men were . ...
often the victims of persecution. The same Di- rermitting
vine wisdom that permitted the Apostles to seal these:
their testimony with their own blood, and the dying martyrs
of the west to bear witness to the truth, was also pleased to
allow many in the east, and especially of the Hebrew con-
verts, to fall, to try them, and to purge them, and to keep
them white, even from the reign of Constantine to the end
of the Greek empire.

XXVI. “And the king shall do according to his will. And
he shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god ; and
he shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods, and
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished. For that
that is determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the
God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any
god ; for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his estate
he shall honor the god of forces. And a god whom his fathers
knew not shall he honor with gold, and silver, and precious
stones, and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the most
strongholds with a strange god whom he shall acknowledge and
increase with glory. And he shall cause them to rule over
many, and shall divide the land for gain. And at the time of
the end the king of the South shall push at him, and the king of
the North shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots
and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter
tnto the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.” (V.36-40.)

* Gibbon, vol. iii, p. 70.
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It may be proper to remind the reader that the closing
Generalscope  scenes of the book of Daniel relate chiefly to
Chetie mo. the seed of Abraham according to the flesh.
tive. “Now I am come,” said the Angel, ¢ to make
thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter
days.” Sometimes the narrative is wholly indirect, and,
very often, it is partially so. But the Angel never takes his
eye off Palestine. The governments of Persia, Macedonia,
Egypt, Syria, and Rome are all successively introduced by
the heavenly messenger, but always with some reference to
Canaan, and to the Jews as its rightful possessors.

Keeping this in mind, then, we have given the follow-
Criterinana 1D criteria by which to distinguish and identify
chamctenistic the king who is made the principal subject of
king. this section. It seems evident from the narra-
tive:

I. That he would be king over Judea and all the surround-
ing countries. It is not the king of the North nor the king
of the South ; it is “The King” that appears to the Angel in
vision.

II. That he would be an absolute monarch, and rule ac-
cording to his own will.

III. That he would be extremely vain and presumptuous,
even to the assumption of Divine prerogatives.

IV. That for a time he would succeed in his arrogant,
ambitious, and irreligious designs.

V. That he would in some way disregard or discourage
marriage, ‘

VI. That forsaking the God of his fathers, he would in-
troduce a strange divinity and new objects of worship.

VII. That he would divide the land for gain.

VIIL That in the latter part of his reign the king of the
South would make an assault on him.

IX. And that he would be finally vanquished, and his
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whole empire completely subjugated by the king of the
North.

These characteristics all apply to the successors of Con-
stantine the Great, who reigned at Constantinople over the
eastern Roman empire. For,

I. It is universally conceded by infidels, Jews, and Chris-
tians that from the banishment of Archelaus, Pperiod of Ro-
A. D. 8, to the conquests of the Saracens in the Mop 2 b
seventh century, Judea was a province of the over Prlestine.
Roman empire, and that from the removal of the seat of
government from Rome to Constantinople, A. D. 330, it
was subject to the will, and under the administration of, the
emperors of the east.

II. That the Byzantine or eastern Roman emperors were
also extremely self-willed and despotic is also =
generally known and conceded. Should any, emperors seir-
however, be skeptical on this point, I refer them witled:
to Gibbon’s “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.”

ITI. They were also exceedingly vain and presumptuous.
No civil rulers ever assumed more authority e arrogont
over their subjects than did the unworthy succes- assumptions.
sors of the great Constantine. The decisions of the ecclesias-
tical councils were but the echo of the imperial voice, and
the plain, moral, and positive precepts of the God of heaven
were often set aside by the edicts of these earthly monarchs.
Thus did they magnify themselves above every god, and
thus did they speak marvelous things against the God of
gods.

The following historical extracts will sufficiently illustrate
this characteristic of these Greek or Byzantine gyiructs from
emperors. Neander says: “ The cooperation of Neander.
the emperors having once become so necessary in order to the
assembling of these councils and the carrying out of their de-
cisions, it could, of course, no longer remain a matter of in-
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difference to them which of the contending parties they should
sustain with their power. However emphatically they might
Influence of declare in theory that the bishops alone were en-
e oo, titled to decide in matters of doctrine, still hu-
siasticalmat-  man passions proved mightier than theoretical
ere forms. Although these councils were to serve
as the organs to express the decisions of the Divine Spirit,
yet the Byzantine court had already prejudged the question,
as to which party should be considered pious and which im-
pious, wherever it could be contrived to gain over the court
in favor of any particular doctrine or interest; or in case
the court persecuted one of the contending doctrinal parties,
merely out of dislike to the man who stood at the head of it,
then the doctrinal question must be turned into a means of
gratifying personal grudges. The emperors were under no
necessity of employing force against the bishops. By indi-
rect means they could sufficiently influence the minds of all
those with whom worldly interests stood for more than the
cause of truth, or who were not yet superior to the fear of
man. It was nothing but the influence of the Emperor Con-
stantine which induced the eastern bishops, at the council of
Nice, to suffer the imposition of a doctrinal formula which
they detested, and from which, indeed, they sought immedi-
ately to rid themselves. * * * Now, as so much depended
on the fact whether a party had the emperor’s vote on his
side, consequently every art was employed to secure this,
All that was corrupt in the Byzantine court found its way
into the bosom of the church. Court parties became doctrinal
parties, and the reverse. Imperial chamberlains, eunuchs,
directors of the prince’s kitchen, disputed on formulas of
faith, and affected to set themselves up as judges in doctrinal
disputes. That which must pass current for sound doctrine
in the church was subjected to the same fluctuations with the
parties at court. At length, A. D. 476, Basaliscus, who
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enjoyed a brief authority, set the example, wholly in ac-
cordance with the spirit of the Byzantine court, of effecting
changes in the ruling doctrines of the church by Thcirarrogant
imperial decrees, and of settling dogmatic contro- &3

change the

versies by a resort to the same expedient. And pows and doc.
this example was soon after but too eagerly fol- ble.
lowed by other emperors, such as Zeno and Justinian.””*

The same author further adds: “ The rage for dogmatiz-
ing among the Greek emperors had, from the earliest times,
been the cause of many checks and disorders in the Greek
Church, and the same thing proved true under Manuel Com-
nenus, who reigned from A. D. 1143 to 1180. The historian
Nicetas Choniates was doubtless right in saying the Roman
emperors were not satisfied to rule and to deal with freemen
as slaves, but they took it quite amiss if they were not also
recognized as wise and infallible dogmatists, as lawgivers,
called to decide on all matters human and divine.”’+

The following is from the learned Gieseler: “ Notwith-
standing these great privileges,” says this very gyiract from
critical historian, ¢ the hierarchy became more Gieseler.
and more dependent on the state. The emperors sent their
ecclesiastical laws to be promulgated by the bishops, as they
did their civil laws to the pretorian prefects. Their right to
do this was unquestioned as long as they confined themselves
to the external relations of the church, or even to subjects
connected with its internal government ; but hardly so when
they began to decide questions of faith by edicts, and to as-
semble squads only to adopt articles which they had prescribed.
The Greek bishops, indeed, became more and more con-
firmed in the habit of sacrificing their convictions to their
interests; but the bishops of the Latin Church, favored by

# Neander's History of the Christian Religion and Church, vol. ii, pp.
133-135.
T Vol. iv, p. 533.
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the political condition of their country, were more successful
in preserving their independence.*

On this point we will finally hear from the skeptical Gib-
bon, whom no one will accuse of an intention to confirm and
Further s LI1Ustrate the truth of prophecy. He says: “ Such
trations from  Was the rise and progress, and such were the

' natural revolutions of these theological disputes
which disturbed the peace of Christianity under the reigns
of Constantine and his sons. But as these princes presumed
to extend their despotism over the faith as well as over the
lives and fortunes of their subjects, the weight of their suf-
frage sometimes inclined the ecclesiastical balance, and the
prerogatives of the King of heaven were settled, or changed,
or modified in the cabinet of an earthly monarch.’t

Note also the following remarks of the same author con-
Intolernnt cerning the emperor Justinian. He says: “The
character of reign of Justinian was a uniform yet various

scene of persecution, and he appears to have sur-
passed his indolent predecessors, both in the contrivance of
his laws and the rigor of their execution. The insufficient
term of three months was assigned for the conversion or
exile of all heretics; and if he still connived at their precari-
ous stay, they were dep1 ived, under his iron yoke, not only of
the benefits of society, but of the common blrthrmht of men
and Christians.”}

That nothing may be wanting in our attempts to prove
and illustrate the vain and blasphemous assumptions of these
Greek emperors, the reader will indulge us in making one
more quotation from the “ Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire.” The learned and eloquent author says: “The
most lofty titles and the most humble postures which devo-

*® Geiseler's Ecclesiastical History, vol. i, p. 335.
T Gibbon, vol. iii, p. 32.
$ Gibbon, vol. vi, p. 50. Lond. edit.
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tion has applied to the Supreme Being have been prosti-
tuted by flattery and fear to creatures of the same nature
with oursclves. The mode of adoration, of fall- , .
ing prostrate on the ground and kissing the feet auircd by the
of the emperor, was borrowed by Dioclesian from reck emporor.
Persian servitude; but it was continued and aggravated till
the last age of the Greek monarchy, excepting only on Sundays,
when it was waived from a motive of religious pride. This
humiliating reverence was exacted from all who entered the
regal presence, from the princes invested with the diadem
and purple, and from the ambassadors who represented their
independent sovereigns, the caliphs of Asia, Egypt, or Spain,
the kings of France and Italy, and the Latin emperors of
ancient Rome.

“In his transactions of business, Liutprand, bishop of Cre-
mona, asserted the free spirit of a Frank and (. ofLiut
the dignity of his master Otho; yet his sin- Pvd:
cerity can not disguise the abasement of his first audience.
When he approached the throne, the birds of the golden
trce began to warble their notes, which were accompanied
by the roarings of two lions of gold. With his two com-
panions, Liutprand was compelled to bow and fall prostrate,
and thrice he touched the ground with his forchead. He
rose; but in the short interval the throne had been hoisted
by an engine from the floor to the ceiling, the imperial
fizure appeared in new and more gorgeous apparel, and the
interview was concluded in haughty and majestic silence.”*

From these extracts, it is evident that the Greek emperors
did according to their own will; that they ex- .
alted and magnified themselves above every god; the preceding
that they often spoke marvelous things against exiracts:
the God of gods, and did not regard the God of their fath-
ers; and, in a word, that if the Pope of the West was the

* Gibbon, vol. vii, pp. 100, 101.
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veritable man of sin, the emperor of the East was his twin
brother.

IV. It is further evident, from the preceding citations,
that absolute authority in all matters, human and divine,
was claimed and exercised by these Byzantine or Greek em-
perors for about one thousand years, and hence the given
testimony of Neander, Gieseler, and Gibbon sufficiently illus-
trates also the fourth point of our analysis.

V. Paul said and taught that ¢ marriage is honorable ir.
Marringedis-  all;” but, from a very early period, the notion
e s Of greater purity and sanctity was associated

degraded under

e e oo with celibacy in the Greek Church under the
rors. emperors, as well as in the Latin Church under
the popes; and hence the marriage of the clergy was dis-
couraged, as polluting and dishonorable, in both the east
pecreeortne  20d the west.  “The Council of Elvira, in
Councilof - Spain,” says Neander, “which met in A. D.
b 305, and was governed by the ascetic and hier-
rarchal” spirit which prevailed particularly in the Spanish
and North African Churches, was the first to announce the
law that the clergy of the first three grades should abstain
from all marriage intercourse or be deposed.”*

The same subject was also warmly discussed in the Coun-
Deores of the €1 Of Nice, A, D. 325, in which, according to
Council of the same learned author, it was finally agreed

' that the ecclesiastics of the three first grades,
when once ordained, should no longer be permitted to marry,
and the rest was left to the free choice of each individual.
“And this,” he says,  was not a thing altogether new. The
of the comnent COUNCL Of Neoceesarea, in the year 314, had al-
of Neoczsares. peady -decreed that the presbyter who married
of the councit  Should forfeit his standing ; and the Council of
of Ancyra. Ancyra, in the same year, that the deacons who,

® Ecclesiastical History, vol. ii, p. 147.
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at the time of their ordination, should declare that they
could not tolerate the life of celibacy, might subsequently
be allowed to marry; while those who said nothing on this
point at their ordination, and yet afterward married, should
be deposed from their office. How much the ascetic spirit of
the moral system which then prevailed in many portions of
the Eastern Church, first giving rise to monasticism, and
then receiving support from the same system, contributed to
spread the erroneous notion of the necessity of celibacy to
the sacred character of the priesthood, is made evident by
the decisions of the Council of Gangra in Paph- _

lagonia, about the middle of the fourth century, CouncilofGan-

which council, at the same time, deserves notice °
as being opposed to this spmtual tendency and to this delu-
sion. Its fourth canon pronounces sentence of condemna-
tion on those who would not hold communion with married
ecclesiastics. But the practice became continually more prev-
alent in the Eastern Church, for the bishops, at least, if they
were married, to abandon the marriage relation.”’*

But, “like priests like people,” is an old proverb. What
was dishonorable in the former could not long ggect o theso
be regarded as wholly unobjectionable in the decrees.
latter; and hence we find that under the Greek emperors
marriage was not honored and respected as a Divine insti-
tution of elevating and purifying tendencies, but it was
merely tolerated as a necessary evil, on account of the weak-
ness and depravity of human nature.

V1. The worship of new divinities is another marked char-
acteristic of this subject of prophecy. That the worenipornew
Greek emperors, though professing Christianity, %vinities
had really but little reverence and respect for its Divine
Founder, and for the laws and institutions of his kingdom, is
quite evident from the testimony already submitted. ‘ But,”

# Neander’'s Ecclesiastical History, vol. ii, p. 147.

10
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says the Angel, “In his estate he shall honor the god Mauz-
zim ; even a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honor
with gold, and silver, and with precious stones and pleasant
things.” The word Mauzzim, taken abstractly, signifies mu-
nitions, bulwarks, fortresses; but taken concretely, it may de-
note protectors, defenders, and guardians. This is evidently
its meaning in this connection, and in this sense it is appli-
cable to the theological systems of both Rome and Constanti-
nople. In the Eastern and Western churches, departed saints
were worshiped as the guardians and protectors of the living.
This is so generally conceded by all partics that witnesses in
the case may be regarded as unnecessary; but the follow-
ing brief extracts from Mosheim and Gibbon will, I hope,
Iiustrations DOt be unacceptable to the reader: ¢ The aid of
from Mosheim.— departed saints,” says the former, *“ was implored
with supplications by vast multitudes, and no one censures
this absurd devotion.” * And, again, the same author adds:
“The temples erected in memory and to the honor of the
saints were immensely numerous, both in the East and in the
West. There had long been enough houses of worship to
accommodate the people, but this age (the sixth century)
courted the saints by offering them these edifices as a kind
of presents. Nor did they doubt at all that the saints took
under their immediate protection and care the provinces, citles,
towns, and villages in which they saw such residences pre-
pared for them.”+ To the same cffect is also the following
testimony of Gibbon: “ Without approving the
malice,” (of Eunapius,) says this infidel histo-
torian, “it is matural enough to share the surprise of the
sophist, the spectator of a revolution which raised these ob-
scure victims of the laws of Rome to the rank of celestial
and nwvisible protectors of the Roman empire.”’}

From Gibbon.

¥ Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, vol. i. p. 342. t1b, vol. i, p. 414,
1 Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. iii, p. 5630.
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VIIL. That these celestial and invisible protectors were
also honored with gold, and silver, and precious pivision of the
stones, and pleasant things; that the whole Ro- 1en for guin.
man empire was divided among them for gain, each coun-
try having its own patron saint; and that, from the same
mercenary motives, it was also subdivided among the monks,
bishops, and other clerical orders, are facts too well known
to require any special proof or illustration.

VIIL From the subjugation of Syria and Egypt by the
Romans till the decline of the eastern Roman yx, ying of the
empire, no mention is made of the king of the f;l:’r"i‘l:;"t"l:°}'t:)':
North or the king of the South. The reason of man dominion.
this is obvious. During all this period the Romans had
possession not only of Judea, but also of all the countries
both north and south of it. The geographical distinction so
often referred to in that part of this prophecy which relates
to Syria and Egypt had, therefore, no existence while Rome
or Constantinople governed all western Asia; but this dis-
tinction was afterward revived by the Saracens . .
of Arabia and the Turks of Asia Minor and became kingof
northern Syria. Under the banners of the False the South
Prophet, the former left the sandy deserts of the peninsula,
conquered all Persia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, northern Africa,
parts of Europe, and, in forfy-six years after the flight of
Mahomet from Mecea, his followers appeared in arms under
the walls of Constantinople. “During many
days, from the dawn of light to the evening, the to tale Cou-
line of assault was extended from the Golden '
Gate to the eastern promontory, and the foremost warriors
were impelled by the weight and effort of the succeeding
columns. DBut the besiegers had formed an insufficient esti-
mate of the strength and resources of Constantinople. The
solid and lofty walls were guarded by numbers and disci-
pline, the spirit of the Romans was rekindled by the last
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danger of their religion and empire, the fugitives from the
conquered provinces more successfully renewed the defense
of Damascus and Alexandria, and the Saracens were dis-
mayed by the strange and prodigious effects of artificial fire.
This firm and effectual resistance diverted their arms to the
more easy attempts of plundering the European and Asiatic
coasts of the Propontis, and after keeping the sea from the
month of April to that of September, on the approach of
winter they retreated fourscore miles from the capital to the
isle of Cyzicus, in which they had established their maga-
zine of spoils and provisions. So patient was their perse-
verance, or so languid were their operations, that they re-
peated, m the six following summers, the same attack and
retreat, with a gradual abatement of hope and vigor, till the
mischances of shipwreck and disease, of sword and fire, com-
pelled them to relinquish their fruitless enterprise.”* In
like manner ended all subsequent attempts of the Saracens
to take Constantinople. For many years this new king of
the South continued to push at the Greek emperors.

IX. It was reserved for the Turks, the revived king of
Thekingofthe 1€ NoOrth, to put an end to the eastern Roman
North revived empire. Othman was the founder of the Otto-

man or Turkish empire. In 1299 he established
a kingdom in Bythinia, of which Bursa, at the foot of Mount
Olympus, was made the capital. His successors, Orchan,
Amurath I, Bajazet I, Mahomet I, Amurath II, and Ma-
homet II, greatly extended the Ottoman dominions in both
Asia and Europe. Bajazet reigned from the Euphrates to
the Danube, all being subject to him but Constantinople.
siegoaudcap. L0 take this was the work of Mahomet II. At
ture of Con- the head of an army of three hundred thousand

men, and supported by a fleet of three hundred
sail, he laid siege to this celebrated metropolis on the sixth

* Gibbon, vol. vii, pp. 8, 4.
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of April, A. D. 1453, and on the twenty-ninth of May fol-
lowing the Turks stormed the walls. The last Constantine
fell as he boldly disputed every inch of ground. Multitndes
of his subjects were massacred in the first outburst of Turk-
ish fury ; the rest were sold into slavery ; and when Mahomet
made his triumphal entry into the city he found it a vast
solitude.*

The conquest of Constantinople was soon followed by that
of Servia, Bosnia, Albania, and Greece, including the Pe-
loponnesus, several islands in the archipelago, and the Greek
empire of Trebizond. Thus did the king of the North come
against the Greek emperor like a whirlwind, with chariots,
and with horsemen, and with many ships; and thus did he
enter into the countries and overflow and pass over.

XXVII. “He shall enter also into the glorious land, and
many countries shall be overthrown ; but these shall escape out
of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the chil-
dren of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hanas also upon
the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape,; but he
shall have power over the treasures of gold, and of silver, and
over all the precious things of Egypt, and the Lybians and
Ethiopians shall be at his steps.” (V. 41-43.)

All this applies clearly to the Turkish sultans, and to
them only. In A. D. 1481, Mahomet II was gy iner evi-
succeeded by his son Bajazet I, a prince of mild dence that the

king of the
and amiable temper. He, however, subdued Xorth and the

Bessarabia and some important provinces in Asia. parkish su
After a reign of thirty years, he was forced to re- ‘"

sign his throne to his son Selim, surnamed Gavuz the Sav-
age. This most cruel of the Ottoman monarchs commenced
his reign with the murder of his brothers, his nephews, and
forty thousand dissenters from the orthodox faith, Having

removed all competitors for the crown, he turned his arms

® Gibbon, vol. viii, chap. lxviii.
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against the Persians, over whom he gained several important
victories, and from whom he wrested large portions of ter-
ritory beyond the Tigris.

He then marched against Gauri, the Mameluke sultan of
conquest ot £€YDPY, Who, in the late Persian wars, had fought
Syria and Pal- against the Turks. The two armies met near

' Aleppo, a town in northern Syria. The engage-
ment was fierce and sanguinary, but Gauri was slain, his
army defeated, and all Syria added to the dominions of the
conqueror, Judea was included in this conquest, and from
that time, A. D. 1516, “the glorious land ” has been subject
to the Sublime Porte.

‘“But these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and
Escape of the  Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.”
Arabian tribes. Thege countries were all overrun and pillaged
by the Turks, but never conquered by them; and now any
map of the Turkish Empire is a sufficient proof and illus-
tration of the corrcctness of this prediction.

But the land of Egypt was not so fortunate. Selim met
Conquest of and defeated the new sultan, Tuman Bey, near
Egypt, Libya,  the walls of Cairo. He afterward stormed the
and Ethiopia. . . . . o

city, hung Tuman before its principal gate, put
to death fifty thousand of its inhabitants, sent five hundred
of the most influential families and a vast amount of gold
and silver and other treasures to Constantinople, and finally
reduced Egypt to a Turkish province, in which condition
it remained for about three hundred years.

After the conquest of Egypt, several of the neighboring
Other con. tribes on the west and south sent ambassadors
ausstsof the  to Selim, and voluntarily became his subjects.
Sultans.

Others were subdued by Soleyman, the son and
successor of Selim, in whose reign the Turkish empire at-
tained to its greatest extent and the height of its power. He
headed his armies in thirteen campaigns, took parts of Hun-
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gary and northern Africa, captured Rhodes and other islands
in the Mediterranean, defeated the Persians, and added Te-
breez and Bagdad to his dominions. Thus did the Sultan
of Constantinople stretch forth his hand upon the countries,
thus had he power over all the treasures of Egypt, and thus
did the Libyans and the Ethiopians serve him according to
the most authentic records of mediseval and modern history . *

The next section relates to the future—to the final ruin of
the Turkish empire—and hence it transcends our  grarmeny of
prescribed limits. But we have said enough on  [hse provhetic
the subject of prophecy for our present purpose. with historic
We have now examined from the one book of ©
Daniel alone,several hundred predictions, extending over a
period of more than twenty-four centuries, and relating to
the most influential and enlightened nations of the world
during that period, and in every case we have found an ex-
act agreement between the prophetic specifications and the
corresponding events of profane history. In a few instances
we have failed to find in history as full and as detailed an
account of particulars as we could have desired, but in not
a single instance have we found any discrepancy betwcen the
prophetic specifications and the historic events.

How, then, is all this to be explained and accounted for ?
It will not do to say, with Porphyry, that these , .=~
so-called prophesies were written after the events  Porphyry's
occurred to which they relate. Many of these lesution:
predictions refer to events that are just now occurring,
whereas the book of Daniel was written more gz of the
than twenty-four hundred years ago. Of this beck of Daniel
we have very clear and satisfactory evidence; for,

1. The book of Daniel is found in all copies of the
Hebrew Bible, and was shown to Alexander the Great as

* See, on all these points, Anquitil's Universal Hist., vol. vi, pp. 105—
174, and Mavor’s Univ. Hist., vol xii, chap. xiii.
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one of the sacred books of the Old Testament, when he
Evidence of  passed through Judea, on his way to Persia, 332
et e B. C. So Josephus testifies in the following
tures and brief extract: ‘“ And when he (Alexander) went
Josephue. up into the temple he offered sacrifice to God,
according to the High Priest’s directions, and magnificently
treated both the High Priest and the priests. And when the
book of Daniel was shown him, wherein Daniel declared that
one of the Greeks would destroy the empire of the Persians,
he supposed that himself was the person intended. And
as he was then glad, he dismissed the multitudes for the
present; but the next day he called them to him, and bid
them ask what favors they pleased of him. Whereupon, the
High Priest desired that they might enjoy the laws of their
forefathers, and that they might pay no tribute on the seventh
year. He granted all they desired.”* And hence the alle-
gation of Porphyry and his school is absurd and preposterous.

2. The book of Daniel is found in all copies of the Sep-
Fucthorovi.  tuagint.  This oldest version of the Hebrew
dence from tho  Scriptures into Greek was made under Ptolemy
Septunsint. Philadelphus, king of Egypt, about 280 B. C.,
and from that time to the present it has been in the hands
and libraries of the learned world, both of Jews and Gen-
tiles; and hence it follows that the book of Daniel was cer-
tainly in existence before the date of this translation.

But most of the prophecies examined have reference to
summaryof  eveats that occurred long after the times both of
Prente th Alexander the Great and of Ptolemy Philadel-

events that
have occurred - phys, The coming of the Messiah, the setting
since the book . . . . =}
of Duniel was U of his kingdom, the destruction of Jerusalem,
written. . . .

the persecutions of the saints, the internal cor-
ruptions and divisions of the church, the arrogant assump-

tions and blasphemous pretensions of both the Roman Cath-

® Antiquities, book xi, chap. viii.
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olic Hierarchy and the Byzantine emperors, the rise and
exploits of the Saracens and the Turks, the great revival
and rapid progress of primitive Christianity in the nine-
teenth century, these and many other events foretold by
Daniel have all occurred since the Old Testament Canon
was closed and sealed in the sacred literature of both the
Hebrews and the Greeks. And as no finite conclusion re-
intelligence could, by any possibility, have fore- &y pif Daniet
seen these matters, it follows, of necessity, that s
Daniel spoke all these oracles as he was moved by that
Divine Spirit that searches all things; yea, even the deep
counsels and purposes of Jehovah.

And when it is remembered that the prophecies examined
are not the tithe of all that are contained in General con-
the Old and the New Testament; that evidence Choor " eF
equally strong and convincing is also furnished heleBivle.
by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and other prophets, the entire
argument from fulfilled prophecy becomes absolutely over-
whelming and there is really left no rational way of avoid-

ing the conclusion that THE BIBLE 1S THE WorDp oF Gob.

Note.—It would be an easy matter to extend this course of argument
indefinitely; and, in some respects, it would certainly be very desirable
to devote at least another chapter to the consideration of the very re-
markable and unprecedented harmony that subsists between the teach-
ings of the Bible and even the latest discoveries of science and philos-
ophy; but the argument has already been protracted much beyond my
prescribed limits, and as I think enough has been said to satisfy any
and every candid inquirer after truth that the Bible is of Divine origin,
I will hereafter regard this as an established fact.



PART SECOND.

THE CANON OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

THE second province of Reason in matters pertaining to
gecond prov.  Divine Revelation, is to decide on the Canon of
ince of Reason.  the Holy Scriptures.

The word canon (xavwy) literally means a straight rod
Meaningof the OF carpenter’s rule, and hence it has long been
word Canon. yged to denote the entire catalogue or list of in-
spired books which God has himself given to the Church as
the only proper and authoritative rule of both our faith and
our practice.

It is not enough to prove simply that the Bible, as a
The aid of rea- Whole, is of Divine origin. It is further neces-
o ey . sary to examine the claims of the several books
the Canon of that compose it, and also to decide on the merits

' of all the other books for which inspiration has
been claimed by any portion of Christendom. Here, then,
we again clearly need the aid of enlightened Reason in our
attempts to settle this important question. We simply ask
and require, that in this, as in all other cases, she shall ren-
der a verdict according to the nature and weight of the evi-
dence submitted. To do this is her proper province; and

to this no reasonable man will object.
(164)
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CHAPTER 1I.
CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

First of all, then, we affirm that the thirty-nine books of the
Old Testament are all canonical. This may be 1 tnirty-nine
clearly and satisfactorily proved from the fol- Diksofthe
lowing considerations : are canonical.

I. These books were all so regarded and S0 gir source of
classified by the last of the inspired Jewish wri- e€vidence
ters.

For the truth of this proposition we have the united and
unbroken testimony of all the Jews who have [ .= =~
ever written on this subject from the days of IlaterJewish
Malachi to the present time. They all testify e
in substance as follows: that the Old Testament Canon was
completed by Ezra, Nehemiah, Zechariah, Malachi, and other
inspired members of the Great Synagogue, or last School of
the Prophets, founded by Ezra.*

This unity of sentiment is a very remarkable and signifi-
cant fact, and should have very great weight in \v.icut of this
settling this question. Especially is this the tetimony
case, when it is remembered that on most other points they
were very much divided ; as, for instance, on the weight and
authority of their own traditions. The Pharisees insisted
on the binding obligations of the Oral as well as of the
Written Law. But the Sadducees as earnestly protested
against this, and insisted on making the Written Law their
only rule of faith and practice. This was the great dividing

* Buxtorf’8 Tiberias, book i, chap. x.
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question of these sects. So Josephus testifies. He says:
The mainques- -« Lheir”” (the Sadducees) ¢ custom was to re-
pon betwern  gard nothing except the Laws,” (that is, the
and Sadducces.  Written Laws, the Old Testament) ; ¢ for they
reckon it as a virtue to dispute against the doctors, in favor
of the wisdom which they follow.* And again he says:
““The Pharisees inculcated many rules upon the people, re-
ceived from the fathers, which are not written in the law of
Moses ; and on this account, the Sadducees reject them, al-
leging that those things are to be regarded as rules which
are written” (in the Scriptures) ; but that the traditions of
the fathers are not to be observed; and concerning these
things it is that great disputes and differences have arisen
among them.”t
But notwithstanding their great zeal for the traditions of
Revercnce ana  their fathers, the Pharisees never presumed to
tespect of oll  place any of them in the same category with the
books of the  thirty-nine books of the Old Testament. On
Old Testament. . . . .
this point the testimony of Josephus is also very
clear and satisfactory. He says: “ We have not an innu-
Testimony of  erable multitude of books among us, disagree-
Josephus. ing from and contradicting one another, as the
Greeks have, but only twenty-two books, which contain the
records of all the past times, which are justly believed to be
Divine. And of them, five belong to Moses, which contain
his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till
his death. This interval of time was little short of three
thousand years; but as to the time from the death of Moses
to the reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after
Xerxes, the prophets who were after Moses wrote down what
was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining
four books contain hymns to God and precepts for the con-
* Antiquities, book xviii, chap. i: 4.
T Antiquities, book xiii, chap. xi: 6.
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duct of human life. It is true, our history has been written
since Artaxerxes, very particularly, but has not been esteemed
of like authority with the former by our forefathers because
there has not been an exact succession of prophets since that
time. And how firmly we have given credit to these books
of our own nation is evident by what we do, for, during so
many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold as
either to add any thing to them, to take any thing from them,
or to make any change in them, but it is become natural for
all Jews, immediately and from their very birth, to esteem these
books to contain Divine doctrines, and to persist in them, and,
if occasion be, to die for them ; for it is no new thing for our
captives, many of them in number, and frequently in time,
to be seen to endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the
theaters, that they may not be obliged to say one word against
our laws or the records that contain them.”* On this one
point, then, be it observed, the Jews were unanimous. Much
as were the Pharisees wedded to the traditions of their fa-
thers, not one of them had ever dared to incorporate any of
these traditions into the Canon which, they all say, they had
received from the inspired prophets of the Great Synagogue.
The reader will observe that Josephus here reckons but
twenty-two inspired books. And thisis still the g,pinicar
custom of many Jewish Rabbis. Their reason for f;t‘i:‘:::";‘:::
this enumeration is because there are but twenty- ;2:::!1 rt]*:e o
two letters in the Hebrew alphabet. “According '
to this classification, Judges and Ruth make but one book ; the
two books of Samuel, two of Kings, and two of Chronicles,
make but three in all; Ezra and Nehemiah are one, Jere-
miah and Lamentations are one, and the twelve Minor proph-
ets are but one.” t Some of the Jewish doctors, however, as

* Against Apion, book i, sec. 8.
t New Am. Cyclopedia, vol. iii, p. 225; Horne's Introduction, vol. i, chap.

ii, sec. i, 5; and Bundt's Apparatus Biblicus, book ii, chap. ii, p. 281.
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in the Talmud and the Massorah, separate Judges and Ruth,
and Jeremiah and the Lamentations, and thus make in all
twenty-four sacred books; “And, in order to accommodate
this number to that of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet,
they repeat the Yod three times, as they say, in honor of
the great name Jehovah, of which Yod is the first letter;
and, in the Chaldee language, three Yods together express
this sacred and adorable name.” *

Hence it seems that there has never been any important
what follows  difference of opinion among the Jews with re-
troortimae . gard to the Old Testament. The Thirty-nine

traordinary

pareement of - books of our modern Hebrew Bibles are the same
sects. that have ever been received by the Pharisees,
the Sadducees, and the FEssenes. In the common consent
of these several parties, we have, therefore, the most con-
vincing evidence that the Canon of the Old Testament rests
on the authority of Ezra, Zechariah, Malach, and other proph-
ets of the Great Synagogue. - On no other hypothesis can we
satisfactorily account for this extraordinary unity of senti-
ment on a question of so much intrinsic difficulty and per-
plexity.

When these books were all collected into one volume is not
Formation and  known with absolute certainty, but it is proba-
sose of e Old Yle that this was done for the sake of conveni-
Canon. ence, as was the custom before the captivity,f
very soon after the last book was written by Malachi ; after
this the work of revision probably continued, as the Jews
say, till the spirit of prophecy ceased with Simon the Just,
the last member of the Great Synagogue and last School of

“# Bundt’s Ap. Crit., book ii, chap. ii, p. 281, and Stuart on the Canon
of the Old Test., p. 278.

T Compare Deut. xxxi: 9 and 26; Joshua i: 8, and xxiv: 26; 1 Sam-
uel x: 25; 2 Kings xxii: 8; Isa. xxxiv: 16; Dan. ix: 2; Josephus, book
v, chap. i, 17,
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the Prophets, about 300 B. C.* Of the truth of this, the
Scriptures themselves furnish strong evidence. In Nehe-
miah xii: 22, for example, there is mention made of Jad-
dua the High Priest, and also of Darius Codomannus, king
of Persia, both of whom lived at least one hundred years
after the time of Ezra, and a short time before Simon the
Just; and in the third chapter of the first book of Chron-
icles the genealogy of the sons of Zerubbabel is brought
down to about the same period; and hence the year 300
B. C. is the approximate time that is now most generally
assigned, by both Jewish and Christian writers, as the
closing period of the Old Testament Canon.

Soon after that the entire Hebrew Bible, consisting of the
aforesaid thirty-nine books, was translated into [ .
Greek, under the auspices and patronage of Ilstioninto
Ptolemy Philadelphus, for the famous Alexan- et
drian Library, and from that important epoch in sacred lit-
erature, the Old Testament Scriptures have been in the hands
of both Jews and Gentiles; so that it has ever since been abso-
lutely impossible to make any change in these sacred books with-
out detection.

If any thing is still wanting to prove that the Canon of
the Old Testament was completed about the time Thresfold di.
aforesaid, it is found in the fact that the same vision of the
threefold division of the books that is now found " "
in our Hebrew Bibles, is known to have existed soon after
that period. It is first mentioned in the Pro- gire mention
logue to the apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus, °f e .
or The Wisdom of Jesus, the Son of Sirach. The Prologue_
was written by the grandson of Jesus about 132 B. C.; but
according to our best chronologers, the book itself was ert-

*#In the Talmud, Simon the Just is called *one of the remnants of the
Great Synagogue,” which indicates that he had outlived it.—Kitto's Cyclo~
pedia, vol. i, p. 378.
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ten about one hundred years earlier. And it is evident, from
the following words of the grandson, that this threefold di-
vision of the Old Testament Scriptures was current among
the Jews at that time; that is, about 232 B. C. He says:
“My grandfather, Jesus, when he had much given himself
to the reading of the Law and the Prophets and other books
of our fathers, and had gotten therein good judgment, was
drawn on also himself to write something pertaining to learn-
ing and wisdom, to the intent that those who are desirous to
learn, and are addicted to these things, might profit much
more in living according to the Law; wherefore, let me en-
treat you to read it with favor and attention, and to pardon
us wherein we may scem to come short of some words which
we have labored to interpret, for the same things uttered in
Hebrew, and translated into another tongue, have not the
same force in them ; and not only these things, but the Law*
itself, and the Prophets, and the rest of the books have no small
difference when they are spoken in their own language.”
Here, then, we have evidently the same general divisions
of the Old Testament Canon that are given by Josephus in
the citation already made from his writings, and by Christ in
the forty-fourth verse of the twenty-fourth chapter of Luke,
and by the Rabbis in the Talmud and the Hebrew Bible.
whatitimpties Butthe division of any thing implies, of course,
papecting e the previous existence of the thing itself, and
Canon. hence it is reasonable to suppose that the Canon
of the Old Testament was completed before the year 232 B.C.+

# The word Law is also used in a more general sense, to denote the en-
More compre- tire Canon of the Old Testament, because the thirty-nine
hensive mean-  books of which it is composed, taken together as one whole,
iI::-'w(.,f the word  wore regarded by all the Jews as their rule of life. See, for

example, John x: 34, and xii: 34; also Romans iii: 19.

t The various names applied to the third division in no way militates
against this conclusion. The Canon itself was called by different names
at different periods. The name Bible was first given to it by Chrysos-
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II. The thirty-nine books of the Old Testument were all fre-

quently indorsed as canonical by Christ and his second proof
Apostles. This is evident from the following nie voors o

passages: ‘“‘Jesus said unto them, Did ye never the Old Testa-
) ment are ca-

read in the Secriptures, The stone which the nonical
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner;
this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in .~
our eyes?” (Matthew xxi: 42; Psalm cxviii: the New Testa-
22, 23.) “Jesus said unto them, Ye do err, not ment:
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.” (Matthew
xxii: 29.) “But how then shall the Seriptures be fulfilled ?”
(Matthew xxvi: 54; Isaiah liii, etc.) “But all this was
done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”
(Matthew xxvi: 56.) I was daily with you in the temple
teaching, and ye took me not; but the Scriptures must be
fulfilled.” (Mark xiv: 49.) ‘‘And the Scripture was ful-
filled which saith, And he was numbered with the trans-
gressors.” (Mark xv: 28 ; Isaiah liii: 12.) “And he closed
the book, (of Isaiah,) and he gave it again to the minister,

tom in the fifth century; previous to that it was called the Scripture, the
Scriptures, the Ioly Scriptures, the Divine Scriptures, etc.; and

. . . . . Different

just so it was with the various books that compose it; they .. . siven to
too have been called by different names at different peri- the Biblc and
ods and in different languages. The Hebrews commonly i’f:r‘;:.‘““s
named the sacred books from the first word or words with

which they severally begin; but the Greeks named them from their subject-
matter, and hence the Hebrews called their first book Bereshith, in the begin-
ning; but the Greeks called it Genesis, creation. The Hebrew name of the
second book is Veelleh Shemoth, and these are the names; but its Greek
name is Ezodus, & going out. The name of the third book in Hebrew
is Vaiyikra, and he called; its Greek name is Leviticus, because it treats
chiefly of the Levites. But these different names imply no want of iden-
tity; and just so it is with respect to the names of the three principal
divisions of the Hebrew Bible. ¢ The rest of the books’' in the Prologue
of Ecclesiasticus; “The remaining books’ in Josephus; “The Psalms” in
Luke xxiv: 44; and “The Ilagiographa’ in our more modern literature,
evidently all refer to the same general division of the sacred books.

11
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and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the
synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto
them, This day is this Seripture fulfilled in your ears.”
(Luke iv: 20, 21.) “And beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Seriptures the
things concerning himself.” (Luke xxiv: 27.) “And they
said one to another, Did not our hearts burn within us while
he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us
the Scriptures!’” (Luke xxiv: 32.) “And he said unto
them, These are the words which I spake unto you while I
was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which are
written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the
“Psalms concerning me. Then opened he their understand-
ing, that they might understand the Scriptures.” (Luke
xxiv: 44, 45.) ¢ He that believeth on me, as the Scripture
hath said, Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”
(John vii: 38; Proverbs xviii: 4.) “Others said, This is
the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Gali-
lee? Hath not the Scripture said that Christ cometh of
the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where
David was?” (John vii: 41, 42; Psalm lxxii; Jeremiah
xxiii: 5, 6; Micah v: 2, etc.) ‘“Jesus said unto them, Is
it not written in your Law, I said, ye are gods? If he
called them gods unto whom the word of God came, and the
Scripture can not be broken ; say ye of Him whom the Father
hath sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest ;
because I said, I am the Son of God?” (John x: 34-36;
Psalm lxxxii: 6.) “T speak not of you all; I know whom
I have chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He
that eateth bread with me has lifted up his heel against
me.” (John xiii: 18; Psalm xli: 9.) “ While I was with
them in the world, I kept them in thy name. Those that
thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost but
the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fultilled.”



THE CANON. 163

(John xvii: 12; Psalm cix: 8.) “They said therefore among
themselves, Let us not rend it, (the tunic,) but cast lots for
it, whose it shall be; that the Scripture might be fulfilled
which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for
my vesture they did cast lots.” (John xix: 24; Psalm
xxii: 18.) “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were
now accomplished that the Seripture might be fulfilled, said,
I thirst.” (John xix: 28; Psalm lxix: 21.) “For these
things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled. A
bone of him shall not be broken. And again another Scrip-
ture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.”
(John xix: 36, 37; Exodus xii: 46 ; and Zechariah xii: 10.)
“For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that he must rise
again from the dead.” (John xx:9; Psalm xvi: 9; Isaiah
liii: 10-12, etc.) “Men and brethren, this Seripture must
needs be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of
David, spake before concerning Judas, who was guide to
them that took Jesus.” (Actsi: 16; Psalm cix: 8.) “The
place of the Seripture which he read was this, He was led
as a sheep to the slaughter, and like a lamb dumb before
his shearer, so opened he not his mouth.” (Acts viii: 32;
see, also, v. 35 ; Isaiah liii: 7, 8.) “And Paul, as his manner
was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned
with them (the Jews) out of the Scriptures.” (Acts xvii: 2.)
““These (the Bereans) were more noble than those in Thes-
salonica, in that they received the word with all readiness
of mind, and searched the Secriptures daily, whether these
things were so.” (Acts xvii: 11.) “And a certain Jew
named Apollos, born at Alexandria, and mighty in the Serip-
tures, came to Ephesus.” (Acts xviii: 24.) “ For he mightily
convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the Serip-
tures that Jesus is the Christ.” (Acts xviii: 28.) “And
when they had appointed him a day, there came many to
him into his lodging, to whom he expounded and testified
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the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus,
both out of the Law of Moses, and out of the Prophets, from
morning till evening.” (Acts xxviii: 23.) “ Which (Gospel)
he had promised before by his prophets, in the Holy Scrip-
tures.” (Romansi: 2.)) “For what saith the Seripture?”
(Romans iv: 3; Genesis xv: 6.) T'or the Scripture saith
unto Pharaoh, even for this same purpose have I raised thee
up, that I might show my power in thee, and that my name
might be declared throughout all the earth.” (Romans ix:
17; Exodus ix: 16.) “ For the Seripture saith, Whosoever
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.” (Romans x: 11;
Isaiah xxviii: 16; and xlix: 23.) ¢ For whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we,
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have
hope.” (Romans xv: 4.) “Now to him that is of power
to establish you according to my Gospel and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery
which was kept secret since the world began, but now is made
manifest, and by the Seriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the everlasting God, is made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith : to the only wise
God, through Jesus Christ, be glory forever.” (Romans
xvi: 256-27.) “For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, that Christ died for our sins, accord-
ing to the Seriptures, and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the Seriptures.” (1 Cor-
inthians xv: 3, 4; Psalm xxii; Isaiah liii; Daniel ix: 26;
Zechariah xiii: 17; Psalm ii: 7; xvi: 10, etc.) “And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen
through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” (Galatians iii:
8 ; Genesis xii: 3, etc.) ‘But the Seripture has concluded all
under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might
be given to them that believe.” (Galatians iii: 22.) “Nev-
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ertheless, what saith the Scripture? Cast out the bond-
woman and her son; for the son of the bond-woman shall
not be heir with the son of the free woman.” (Galatians
iv: 30; Genesis xxi: 10, 12.) “For the Scripture saith,
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn;
and, The laborer is worthy of his reward.” (1 Timothy v:
18 ;. Deuteronomy xxv: 4; and Leviticus xix: 13.) “ But
continue thou in the things which thoz hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them, and that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Secriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation,
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Seripture is
given by inspiration of God, and profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished for
all good works.” (2 Timothy iii: 14-17.) “If ye fulfill
the royal law according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself, ye shall do well.” (James ii: 8;
Leviticus xix: 18.) ‘“And the Secripture was fulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him
for righteousness; and he was called the friend of God.”
(James ii: 23; Genesis xv: 6; 2 Chronicles xx: 7, etc.)
“Do ye think that the Scripture saith in vain, The spirit
that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?”” (Jamesiv: 5; Gen-
esis vi: 5; viii: 21; Proverbs xxi: 10, etc.) ‘ Wherefore
also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold I lay in Zion a
chief corner-stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on
Him shall not be confounded.” (1 Peter ii: 6; Psalm
cxviii: 22; and Isaiah xxviii: 16.) “Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the Seripture is of any private inter-
pretation ; for the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter i: 20.) “And account
that the long-suffering of God is salvation, even as our be-
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loved brother Paul, also according to the wisdom given unto
him, hath written unto you, as also in all his epistles, speak-
ing in them of these things, in which are some things hard
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unsta-
ble wrest, as they do also the other Seriptures, unto their own
destruction.” (2 Peter iii: 15, 16.)

It is evident that in all these passages the word Seripture
Meaning of the (ypagy) or Scriptures (rpagac) is used like the
eripamne word Bible, in a limited and specific sense, to
these citations.  denote all those books that were then received
by the Jews as canonical. But these, according to Josephus
and other Rabbinical writers, were the same identical thirty-
nine books that now compose the Hebrew Bible. Indeed,
it is preposterous to talk of any material change having been
made in the Hebrew Scriptures since the time of Christ ; and
hence, these thirty-nine books were all indorsed by Christ
and his Apostles. But these, as I have shown in the first
part of this treatise, were severally God’s inspired ambassa-
dors sent forth to proclaim to the world Heaven’s own ap-
Conclusion pointed scheme of justification, and sanctifica-
fromallthe  tion, and redemption. And hence it follows, of
premise necessity, that the aforesaid thirty-nine books of
the Old Testament are each and all canonical. So reason un-
hesitatingly decides in view of all the premises.

It may be well to observe, just here, that it is the original
Theorizinal ~ Hebrew, and not any translation of it, that

jiebrew o2l Christ and his Apostles have indorsed as canon-
canonical. ical. It is true that they often quote from the

Septuagint or Alexandrian Version of the Original, especially
Quoting is not When they are addressing either the Greeks
fndorsing. or the Hellenists; but this is no proof that
it was their intention thereby to indorse that version as
canonical. They evidently referred to it, for the sake of
convenience, just as we now refer to our common English
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version. When it expresses the mind of the Spirit clearly
and definitely, they quote it verbatim. But when it fails to
do this, then they either correct its errors by making the
necessary changes in its phraseology; or, otherwise, they
wholly disregard it, and make their appeal directly to the
original Hebrew.

This whole subject has been ably treated by Thomas Hart-
well Horne in his very excellent  Introduction summary ot
to the Critical Study of the Bible.” Underthe Gy
general head of “ Quotations in the New Testa- Horne
ment from the Septuagint,” he reckons seventy-five that agree
with said version verbatim; forty-seven that vary from it
but slightly ; thirty-two that agree with it in sense, but not
in form; eleven that differ from it materially and agree with
the Hebrew ; and nineteen that differ from both it and the
Hebrew.

The reader will, of course, receive this remark with caution.
It is scarcely necessary to remind him that every _
apparent discrepancy is not a real discrepancy. aparent do. |
The accomplished teacher varies his words, and Ire peeren o
phrases, and illustrations to suit the attainments, auotations
habits, and capacities of his pupils. Sometimes Xew Testa-
it is best to convey his meaning in very generic, ment
abstract, and highly-figurative forms of expression. And
sometimes, again, it may be necessary to use nothing but
the very plainest and most specific words and phrases. All
such considerations were, of course, a matter of care to the
inspired writers of the New Testament ; and hence, we may
reasonably expect to find in their writings and quotations
many apparent departures from the original Hebrew, but
nothing that really contradicts it.

II1. The canonical authority of the thirty-nine books of the
Old Testament may, if necessary, be still further proved and
supported by their own internal evidence and the testimony of
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the Christian fathers.* But as I aim at brevity in all these
Third sonrce o discussions, and as the evidence submitted on this
;‘:r‘:“zﬁet;:;sg}; point is entirely sufficient, I will add no more,
Testament but simply refer the reader to what has been said
Gunon- in Part First on the unity, harmony, and other

internal evidences of the Divine Origin of the whole Bible.

CHAPTER II.
CANON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

THE Canon of the New Testament, consisting of twenty-
onwhattheca. S€ven books, rests, in like manner, on the au-

nonical author- Y’ y e
o ey thority of the Apostles and other inspired members

Testament of the Primitive Church. This is evident,
reste: I. From the entire unanimity with which all the

# The first catalogue of the books of the Old Testament given by any
of the Christian fathers, is that of Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in Lydia,
about A. D. 170. He was a man of great learning and piety, and com-
monly called a prophet by his Christian brethren; it may, therefore, be
interesting to the reader to hear from him what was the number and the
order of the books of the Old Testament in his day. His catalogue is
reported by Eusebius as follows: “The five books of Moses: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy ; then Joshua of Nun, Judges,
Ruth, four books of Kings, two of Chronicles; the Psalms of David, the
Proverbs of Solomon (also called Wisdom), Ecclesiastes, the Song of
songs, Job. Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, the Twelve in one book, Daniel,
Ezekiel, [zra.”

The books of Nehemiah and Esther seem to be omitted in this cata-
logue ; but at that time Ezra and Nehemiah were always reckoned as
but one book by both the Jews and the Greeks; and critics are still di-
vided on the question whether Esther was also included under the same
general head, or omitted, through mistake, by Eusebius. It is frequently
referred to by Josephus. (See Stuarton the Canon of the Old Testament,
PP. 257-261.)
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primitive Christians received and adopted these books as their
only infallible and all-authoritative rule of faith gire: source of
and practice. For, be it remembered, evidence.

1. That on all speculative questions resting on mere hu-
man authority the disciples of the first and sec- 1ongency of
ond centuries were exceedingly prone to differ {he Frimitite
in their opinions. This was a necessary conse- videon specula-
quence growing out of their previous education. tive auestions.
They had been collected into the Christian Church from all the
religious and philosophical parties of the then known world,
and, as a matter of course, they brought into their new
relations many of their old habits and modes of thought.
Some of them were inclined to Platonism, some to Aristo-
telianism, some Epicureanism, some to Stoicism, some to
Phariseeism, and some to Sadduceeism. This old leaven soon
began to work throughout the entire body. One began ta
say, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; and
another, I am of Cephas; and another, I am of Christ.
Sectarianism was, in fact, the necessary tendency in all the
congregations, and nothing but Apostolic authority could have
prevented a division of the primitive church into a great
number and variety of contending sects and parties; this is
evident from nearly all of Paul’s epistles, as well as from the
united testimony of ecclesiastical historians. See, for instance,
the first volumes of Mosheim, Geiseler, and Neander.

2. But on the question of the Canon there were some
additional and special reasons that must have g.cial tenden-
inevitably led to divisions in the primitive ¢ ' <™ o8
church, had it in any sense or in any measure the Canon.
been a speculative question. On this assumption every one
would have been inclined to receive those books as canonical
“which most fully coincided with his own philsophical opin-
ions and religious prejudices—just as it now is with those

who practically disregard the authority of God’s word; so
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that in a short time the church would have been hopelessly
divided, and every little sect and party would have had its
own favorite canon.

3. But, notwithstanding these plain and inevitable ten-
Umityortme  dencies to strife, and division, and sectarianism
Church on this  jn the primitive church, and especially on the
question- question touching their rule of faith and prac-
tice, it is, nevertheless, a remarkable and well-authenticated
historical fact, that on no other question has any body of men
ever been more fully and firmly united. Indeed,the unity of
the Israelites on the question of the Old Testament Canon,
is the only parallel case known in history. During the first
three centuries, the twenty-seven books of the New Testa-
ment, and the thirty-nine of the Old, were the only ones
that were quoted as canonical by any Christian writer.*
And at no period of the Christian Church were any of
these twenty-seven books rejected by any Christian writer or
teacher after a fair examination of the evidence. It is true,
that for a time, the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Epistle of
James, the Second of Peter, the Second and Third of John,
that of Jude, and the Apocalypse, were by some regarded as
of doubtful authority. But this only proves that the forma-
tion of the New Testament Canon, was a matter of great
care and concern among all true Christians. For as soon as
they had fully investigated the matter, and had clearly as-
certained from the testimony of competent witnesses, that
these books had been written and indorsed by inspired
men, that was with them an end of the controversy. They
then no longer hesitated to regard and receive them as ca-
nonical,

Here, then, we might perhaps safely rest the whole ques-

*Paley's Evidences, p. 195, Nairne's edition. Paley speaks only of

the historical books. But I am persuaded that his remarks may be made
general, so as to include books of all classes.
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tion; for even from the premises now before us, it evidently

follows that the canonical authority of these
books rests on the authority of the Apostles and
other inspired teachers of the primitive church.

But,

Conclusfon
from the preme-
ises submitted,

II. This conclusion is greatly confirmed and strengthened

by the consideration that these twenty-seven books
were all in existence, and most of them extensively
circulated in the churches, and actually quoted as
canonical by the Apostolic Fathers, and others,
Jor more than fifty years before the cessation of
miraculous gifts. The evidence on this point is

Second source
of evidence in
proof of the cae
nonical au-
thority of the
books of the
New Testa-
ment.

full and satisfactory; and I think that a few observations

will make it plain and obvious to all.
then,

1. That the Apostles were all fully endowed
supernatural gifts. Through them they were
enabled to understand the great scheme and
mystery of redemption, to reveal it to others,

Be it remembered,

with these

Extraordinary
gifts bestowed
on the Apostles.

and also to demonstrate to all who sought to know the
truth, that the Gospel is the power of God for salvation to
every true believer. This is evident from such passages as
the following: Matthew x, and also xxviii: 18-20; Luke
xxiv: 48, 49; John xiv: 26 and xvi: 13; and the entire
book of Acts.*

]
*] here transgress no rule of logical propriety by introducing these

witnesses. When a mathematician has once demonstrated
the truth of a proposition, he may ever afterward use it
as he would a definition or an axiom in any other demon-

Propriety of
here introduo-
ing New Testa-

stration. And just so in the present case. We have al- et Witnesses

teady proved, in Part First, that the Bible is from God; and hence we
have now a right to use its facts and its precepts as the testimony and
teachings of the Holy Spirit. True, indeed, it is still, to some extent, an
open question with us in this discussion, what books belong of right ta
the Bible: and hence, to some, it may appear irrelevant and improper to
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2. That the Apostles had power to bestow these gifts on
Their power to Other persons, and that they often actually did
e e ors, this for the double purpose of converting the

world and of edifying the church. See, for in-

stance, Acts viii : 14-25 ; Romansi: 11; and 2 Timothy i: 6.
See also 1 Corinthians xii and xiv.

3. But as God is no respecter of persons or of churches, and

Extent to as the primitive churches were all equally needy
s wene 1o, in this respect before the books of the New Tes-
stowed. tament were written, it is but fair to conclude,

that what was done for Timothy, was also done for Mark,
and Luke, and all others who were called to labor in word
and doctrine; and, moreover, that whatever gifts were be-
stowed on the Samaritans and the Corinthians, would, in like
manner, be bestowed on all other churches, under similar
circumstances, and hence that most, if not all, of the first evan-
gelists and bishops of the Christian Church were, like Timothy,
endowed with these extraordinary spiritual gifts.*

4. Many of these would of course outlive the Apostles,
Period of their @D it is but reasonable to suppose that some of
continuance.  them would continue to minister to the wants
of the churches, until at least the middle of the second cen-
tury. Polycarp, for example, one of John’s disciples, and
bishop of the church of Smyrna for about eighty years, suf-
fered martyrdom in A. D. 166. And if Polycarp’s ministry
continued so long in Asia Minor, it is fair to presume that
some other evangelists and bishops who had seen the Apos-
tles, and who had received from their hands these extraor-

use any of these books in order to prove that they are really a part of

the Canon. But the reader will observe that the facts here used in evi-

dence can not be denied without rejecting the whole Bible as the Word

of God. But this can not be done, as we have before proved; and hence

it follows, that the use we here make of these facts, is entirely legitimate.
® See 1 Co. xii: 28-31, and Ephes. iv: 7-16.
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dinary gifts, would also continue to labor for other churches
in other parts of Christendom, till at least A. D. 150.

I have here purposely cut off all ground of debate by
limiting these spiritual gifts to the very shortest presuma-
ble period, on the supposition that they were conferred on
evangelists, pastors, and teachers, solely through = =
the agency of the Apostles. But every student ferving these
of the Bible knows very well that these gifts were e
not always so bestowed. Christ gave them sometimes to hie
disciples directly, without any human instrumentality in the
case. He did so, on the day of Pentecost, when the Chris-
tian Church was first established ; he did so seven years after
this, when the first fruits of the Gentiles were received into
the fold and family of God; and he may have done so in a
thousand other cases, whenever and wherever the interests of
his Church required it. And if so, it is by no means neces-
sary to suppose that these gifts were confined to the first and
second centuries; they may have extended to the Their duration
third, and, if need be, even to the fourth. And Joordieeto
this is just what all ecclesiastical historians of ters
the first centuries testify. The learned translator of Mos-
heim’s Ecclesiastical History says “ That what are called the
miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit were liberally conferred
not only in this (the second), but also in the following cen-
tury, especially on those engaged in propagating the Gospel,
all who are called Christians believe, on the unanimous and
concordant testimony of all the ancient writers. Nor do we,
in my opinion, hereby incur any just charge of departing
from Sound reason; for, as these witnesses were all grave
men, fair and honest, some of them philosophers—men who
lived in different countries, and relate not what they heard,
but what they saw, call God to witness the truth of their
declarations (see Origen Contra Celsum, book i, p. 35, Spen-
cer’s edit.), and do not claim for themselves, but attribute to
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others these miraculous powers, what reason can there be
for refusing to believe them ?*

If, then, there is any reliance to be placed on  the unani-
Nodeatable  mous and concordant testimony of all the ancient
groundcinimed  writers,” we might safely extend the period of
sion. these miraculous gitts to at least the middle of
the third century ; but it is not necessary to do this in our
present argument, and I wish, in this whole discussion, to
occupy nothing but the safest and most reliable ground.

5. However these gifts were received and imparted, one
Qualifications  tHING 18 certain, that those who possessed them
of these spirit-  gpere divinely qualified to judge of the character
jndgeof the  Of any document, and to decide infallibly whether
Cenon. it was of God and had any just claims to a place
in the Canon or not. This is evident from such passages as
the following: “If any man think himself to be a prophet
or a spiritual man, let him acknowledge that the things that
I write unto you are the Commandments of the Lord.” (1
Cor. xiv: 37.) “But ye have an unction (a spiritual gift)
from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” (1 John ii:
20.) And in the twenty-seventh verse of the same chapter,
John adds: “ But the anointing which ye have received of
him abides in you, and ye need not that any man teach you;
but as the same anointing teaches you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie; and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in him.”

The only remaining question, therefore, to be considered
Theonyre. 1S Simply this: Whether the aforesaid twenty-
muining ques-  SeVen books were in existence long enough to

be thoroughly examined and approved by in-
spired men before the cessation of miraculous gifts in the
churches? for I do not think it necessary to pause here in
order to prove that while these gifts continued they were

® Murdock’s Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, vol. i, p. 102,
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constantly exercised in the defense of the truth; nor is it
necessary to prove that the whole church would receive and
respect the accredited decisions of her inspired men as the
voice of God in such matters. It is enough to show that
the aforesaid books were all in the hands of at least some
of the churches for a number of years before the age of
miracles had passed away ; and on this point it gives me
pleasure to say the evidence is full and satisfac- _ =
tory. True, indeed, it is now difficult, perhaps evidence on
impossible, to determine, with absolute certainty, this polot.
the precise time when some of these books were written;
but all writers who have any claim on our respect for their
learning and candor concede that they were all in existence
before the close of the first century.

I regret that my prescribed limits will not allow me to
make any thing like a full statement of the evidence that
might be brought forward in favor of this allegation.
For this and many other interesting details relating to
the genuineness and authenticity of these books, I must
refer the reader to Iardner’s Credibility of the 1ok of rofer-
Gospel History, Horne’s Introduction to the e'c*
Critical Study of the Bible, Davidson’s Introduction to the
New Testament, and Dean Alford’s Prolegomena to the
the last edition of his Greek Testament.

But some proof on so important a point is essential to
the proposed plan and object of this work, and kindand
I will, therefore, endeavor to present as briefly Gonee setocted
and plainly as I can a mere outline of the evi- frthisworke
dence, confining myself chiefly to the Seripturai quotations
and allusions of the Apostolic fathers.

We will begin with the Epistle of Barnabas. And here
it is proper to say that some doubts have been . gpistic of
entertained respecting both the authorship and Boernabes.
the date of this epistle: “But the external evidence is unani-
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mous in ascribing it to Barnabas, the companion of Paul.”*
It was quoted as such by Clement of Alexandria, in the second
century, and by Origen, in the beginning of the third; and
hence Lardner, after weighing all the evidence relating to
both its date and its authorship, comes to the
conclusion that Barnabas, the companion of
Paul, was most likely its author, and that it was certainly
written soon after the destruction of Jerusalem, probably
about A. D. 71 or 72.F

For the sake of convenience in comparing the quotations
and allusions with the Scriptures themselves, I will place
them in parallel columns; and for the sake of brevity,I will
ordinarily use but one quotation from each of the several
books to which the authors refer. In the Epistle of Bar-
nabas we have but few quotations, but many allusions. The
following may be taken as a specimen :

Its date and
author.

NEW TESTAMENT.

I. So the last shall be first,and
. the first last, for
Five books
quoted and in- Many are called,
dorsel by Bar- put few chosen.
(Matt. xx: 16.)

II. Give to every man that
asketh thee. (Luke vi: 30.)

III. Know ye not that ye
are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwells in
you? (1 Cor. iii: 16.)

IV. Redeeming the time, be-
cause the days are evil. Where-
fore be ye not unwise, but un-
derstanding what the mind of

BARNABAS.

I. Let us, therefore, beware,
lest it should happen to us as
it 18 written: There are many

called, few chosen. (Ch. iv.)

II. Give to every one that
asketh thee. (Ch. xix.)

III. For, my brethren, the
habitation of our heart s a holy
temple to the Lord. (Ch. vi.)

IV. Seeing, then, the days are
exceeding evil, and the adver-
sary has the power of this present
world, we ought to give diligent

¢ Donaldson’s History of Chrid. Literature and Doct., vol. i, p. 201,
T Lardner’s Credibility, vol. ii, p. 14, '
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NEW TESTAMENT.

the Lord is. (Eph. v: 16, 17.)
The Prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh
wn the children of disobedience.
(Eph. ii: 2.)

V. I charge thee before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the
dead. (2 Tim. iv: 1.)

177

BARNABAS.

heed te inquire into the right-
eous judgments of the Lord.

(Ch. ii.)

V. If, therefore, the Son of
God, who 1s the Lord of all, and
shall judge the quick and the
dead, hath suffered (Ch.
vii¥)

THE EPISTLE OF CLEMENS ROMANTUS.

The next document that I will introduce, is a letter ad-
dressed by the Church of Rome to the Church 4 gateana

of Corinth. The name of the writer is not at-

author.

tached to the epistle, but it was unanimously ascribed by the
ancients to Clemens Romanus,t of whom honorable mention
is supposed to be made in Philippians iv: 3. It was writ-
ten about A. D. 96,1 and contains many references to the
books of the New Testament. The following will suffice for
our present purpose:

NEW TESTAMENT. CLEMENT.

I. Remember the words of
the Lord Jesus.

I. But woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is be-

Eighteen books

trayed! It had been good for For he said: Woe guted and in-
that man if he had not been born. to that man by ‘é‘;;:gn‘:y

(Matt. xxvi: 24. See also
Matt. xviii: 6, and Mark ix:
42.)

whom offenses come.

It were better for him that he
had not been born, than that he
should offend one of my elect.

® Lardner's Credibility, vol. ii, pp. 11-22,
tDonaldson’s Hist. of Christian Literature and Doctrine, vol. i, p. 90.
$ Donaldson, vol. i, p. 108, 109, and Lardner, vol. ii, p. 28.

12
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NEW TESTAMENT.

It were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his
neck, and he cast into the sea,
than that he should offend one
of these little ones. (Luke xvii:
2.)

II. How he said: It is more
blessed ta give than to receive.
(Acts xx: 35.)

II1. Being filled with all un-
righteousness, fornication, wick-
edness, covetousness, malictous-
ness; full of envy, murder, de-
bate, deceit, malignity, whisper-
ers, backbiters, haters of God, de-
spiteful, proud, boasters, who,
knowing the judgment of God,
that they who do such things are
worthy of death, not only do the
same, but have pleasure in them
that do them: (Rom. i: 29-32.)

IV. Now this I say, that ev-
ery one of you saith, I am of
Paul, and I of Apollos, and I
am of Cephas, and I of Christ.
(1 Cor. i: 12.)

V. But he that glories, let
him glory in the Lord. For not
he that commendeth himself 1is
approved, but whom the Lord
commendeth. (2 Cor. 17-18.)

REASON AND REVELATION.

CLEMENT.

It were better for him that a
millstone should be tied about
his neck, and that he should he
drowned in the sea, than that he
should offend one of my Ulittle
ones. (Ch. xlvi.)

II. Ye were all of you hum-
ble-minded, more willingly giv-
ing than receiving. (Ch. ii.)

III. Casting off from us all
unrighteousness and tniquity,
covetousness, debates, maligni-
ties, deceits, whisperings, back-
bitings, hatred of God, pride,
boasting, and vain-glory, and
ambition. For they that do these
things are hateful to God, and
not only they that do them, but
they also who have pleasure in
them. (Ch. xxv.)

IV. Take into your hands
the epistle of the blessed Paul the
Apostle.  What did he at first
write to you in the beginning of
the Gospel ? Verily he did bythe
Spirit admonish you concerning
himself, and Cephas, and Apol-
los; because that even then you
did form parties. (Ch. xlvii.)

V. Let our praise be in God,
not of ourselves, for God hates
those that commend themselves.
(Ch. xxx.)
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NEW TESTAMENT.
VI. Of the Jews received I

SJorty stripes, save one. Thrice
was I beaten with rods; once was
I stoned. (2 Cor. xi: 24.).

VII. Who gave himself for
our stns, that he might deliver us
Jrom this present evil world, ac-
cording to the will of God and
our Father. (Gal.i: iv.)

VIIL. There ts one body and
one Spurit; even as ye are called
with one hope of your calling.
One Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism. One God and Father of
all. (Eph. iv: 4.)

IX. Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus,
who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be
equal with God ; but made him-
self of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a serv-
ant, and was made in the like-
ness of men: and being found
in fashion as a man, he hum-
bled himself, and became obe-
dient unto death, even the death
of the cross. (Philippians ii:
5-8.)

X. In every thing give thanks.
(1 Thess. v: 18.)

XI. I will, therefore, that
men pray every-where, lifting
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CLEMENT.

V1. Seven times was he (Paul)
wn bonds. He was whipped, was
stoned. (Ch.v.)

VIL. For the love which he
had for us, Christ our Lord gave
his blood for wus, by the will of
God ; his flesh for our flesh; his
soul for our soul. (Ch. xlix.)

VIII. Have we not one God
and one Christ? And is there
not one Spirit poured out upon

us; and one calling in Christ?
(Ch. xlvi.)

IX. For Christ is theirs who
are humble. The scepter of
the majesty of God, our Lord
Jesus Christ, came not in the
show of pride and arrogance,
though he could have done so,
but in humility. Ye see, be-
loved, whatis the pattern which
has been given us. If the Lord
thus humbled himself, what
should we do who are brought
by him under the yoke of his
grace? (Ch. xvi.)

X. Having, therefore, all
these things from him, we ought
tn all things to give thanks to
him. (Ch. xxxviii.)

XI. Let us, therefore, come
to him in holiness of soul, lift-
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NEW TESTAMENT.

up holy hands without wrath
and doubting. (1 Tim. ii: 8.)

XII. Who hath saved us,
and called us with a holy call-
mg. (2 Tim.1i:9.)

XIII. To be ready to every
good work. (Titus iii: 1.)

XIV. Who being the bright-
ness of his glory, and the express
image of his person——. Being
made so much better than the
angels, as he has by tnheritance
obtained a more excellent name
than they. For unto which of
the angels said he at any time,
Thou art my Son, this day have
I begotten thee? And of the
angels he saith, Who maketh his
angels spirits, and his ministers
a flame of fire. But to which of
the angels said he at any time,
Sit on my right hand, until I
make thy enemies thy footstool £
(Heb. i: 3, 4, 5, 7, 13.)

XV. As also Moses was faith-
Sful in all his house. And verily
Moses was faithful in all his
house. (Heb. iii: 2, 5.)

XVI. And 3 a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the
heart. (Heb. iv: 12))

XVII. That by two immuta-

REASON AND REVELATION.
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ing up to him chaste and unde-
filed hands. (Ch. xxix.)

XII. And let us come up to
the glorious and venerable rule
of our holy calling. (Ch. vii.)

XIIL. Ye were ready to every
good work. (Ch. ii.)

XIV. Who being the bright-
ness of his majesty, is by so much
greater than the angels, as he
has obtained a more excellent
name than they. For so it 138
written, Who maketh his angels
spirits, and his ministers a flame
of fire. But unto his Son thus

" saith the Lord, Thou art my

Son, this day have I begotten
thee. Ask of me, and I will give
thee the heathen for thine inher-
ttance, and the uttermost part of
the earth for thy possession. And
again he saith unto him, Sit on
my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool. (Ch.
XXXVi.)

XV. When also Moses, that
blessed and faithful servant in
all his house Moses was
called faithful in all his house.
(Chs. xliii, xviii.)

XVI. For he 13 a searcher of
the intents and thoughts. (Ch.
xx1.)

XVIIL. For nothing is impﬁo-
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NEW TESTAMENT.
ble things, in which it impossi-
ble for God to lie. (Heb.vi: 18.)
XVIII. They wandered about
tn sheep-skins and goat-skins.

(Heb. xi: 37.)

XIX. Was not our father
Abraham justified by works,
when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar? (Jas.ii: 21.)

XX. And he was called the
Sfriend of God. (Jas. ii: 23.)

XXI1. Who is a wise man and
endued with knowledge among
you? Let him show out of a
good conversation his works with
meekness of wisdom. (Jas. iii:
13.) "

XXII. For charity shall cover
a multitude of sins. (1 Pet.iv: 8.
Comp. Jas. v: 20.)

XXIII. Yea, all of you be
subject one to another, and be
clothed with humility : for God
resisteth the proud, and giveth
grace to the humble. (1 Pet. v:
5.)

. XXIV. A double-minded man
8 unstable tn all his ways. (Jas.
i:8.) And saying, When
18 the promise of his coming?
For since the fathers fell asleep,
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CLEMENT.
sible with God but to lie. (Ch.

XXVil.)

XVIIIL Let us be imitators
of those who went wbout in gout-
skins and sheep-skins preaching
the coming of Christ. (Ch.xvii.)

XIX. For what was our fa-
ther Abraham blessed? TWus it
not, because that through faith,
he wrought righteousness and
truth? (Ch. xxxi.)

XX. Abrabham has been
greatly witnessed of; and was
called the friend of God. (Ch.
Xvil.)

XXI. Let the wise man show
Jorth his wisdom, not in words,
but in goodworks. (Ch.xxxviii.)

XXII. Charity covers the mul-
titude of stns. (Ch. xlix.)

XXIIL. And let every one be
subject to his neighbor. (Ch.
xxxviii.) For God, saith he,
resisteth the proud, but giveth
grace to the humble. (Ch. xxx.)

XXIV. Let that be far from
us which vs written : Miserable
are the double-minded, who are
doubtful in their minds, and say,
These things have we heard even
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all things continue as they were from our fathers; and, behold,

from the beginning of the crea- we are grown old, and none of

tion. (2 Pet. iii: 4.) these things have happened to
us. (Ch. xxiii.*)

THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS.

The author of this highly-allegorical production is sup-
posed by Origen, Eusebius, and some other an-
cient writers, to be the same Hermas to whom
Paul refers in Romans xvi: 14: “ Salute Asyn-
critus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren
who are with them.” Its date is fixed by Lardner at about
A. D. 100.f It consists of three books, the first of which
contains four visions, the second twelve commands, and the
third ten similitudes. The nature of the composition is not
such as to admit of any direct quotations, but it contains

Author, date,
and character
of this docu-
ment.

many allusions to the books of the New Testament.

The

following will suffice for illustration:

NEW TESTAMENT.

I. Verily I say unto you, ex-
Fourteenbooky CXCEPL YE shall be
referred to and  converted,and be-
Hoorsed by come as little chil-

dren, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of God.
‘Whosoever, therefore, shall
humble himself as this little
child, the same is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven.
(Matt. xviii: 3, 4.)

* Lardner's Credibility, vol. ii, pp. 22-46.

HERMAS.

I. Whosoever, therefore,says
he, shall continue as little chil-
dren, free from malice, shall be
more honorable than all these
of whom I have yet spoken.
For all little children are hon-
orable with the Lord, and es-
teemed the first of all. (Simil.
ix.)

1Ibid, p. 51.
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II. And have peace one with
another. (Mark ix: 50.)

IIL. I am the door; by me if
any man enter in he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out,
and find pasture. (John x:9.)
I am the way, and the truth,
and the Lfe; no man cometh
unto the Father but by me.
(John xiv: 6.)

IV. If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God
destroy. (1 Cor. iii: 17. See
also 1 Cor. vi: 9.)

V. And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God. (Eph. iv: 30.)

VI. Who s the first-born of
every creature. (Col. i: 15.)

VIL. For he found no place
of repentance. (Heb. xii: 17.)

VIII. Submit yourselves
thercfore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.
(James iv: 7.)

IX. Though now for a sea-
son, if need be, ye are in heav-
iness through manifold temp-
tations. That the trial of your
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II. Now, therefore, hearken
unto me, and have peace one
with another. (Vis. iii.)

IIL. The gate is the only way
of coming to God. For no man
shall go to God but by his Son.
(Simil. ix.)

IV. For if thou defile thy
body, thou shalt also at the
same time defile the Holy
Spirit. And f thou defile thy
body thou shalt not live. (Simil.
v.)

V. Grieve not the Holy Spirit
that dwelleth wn thee, lest he ask
of God and depart from thee.
(Com. iii.)

VL. The Son of God is more
ancient than any creature. (Vis.
ii.)

VII. For these there s mo
place of repentance. (Simil.
viii.)

VIIL. For if ye resist him
(the Devil) he will flee from
you with confusion. (Com. xii.)

IX. The golden part are ye
who have escaped from this
world. For as gold is tried by
the fire and made profitable, so
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faith, being much more pre-
cious than of gold that perish-
eth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise,
and honor, and glory, at the
appearing of Christ. (1 Peter
i: 6.)

X. Who have forsaken the
right way. (2 Pet. i1: 15.)

XI. Hereby know we tne
Spirit of Truth, (1 John iv: 6,)
because the Spirit is truth. (1
John v: 6.)

XII. Irejoice thatIfound of
thy children walking in truth.
(2 John, verse 4.)

XIII. Keep yourselves in the
love of God, looking for the mer-
¢y of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.  Others save with
fear, pulling them out of the fire:
hating even the garment spotted
by the flesh. (Jude, verses 21
and 23. See also 24.)

REASON AND REVELATION.

HERMAS.

are ye also tried who dwell
among them (the men of this
world.) They, therefore, who
shall endure to the end, and
be proved by them, shall be
purged. Andasgold iscleansed
and loses its dross, so shall ye
also cast away all sorrow and
trouble, and be made pure for
the building of the tower.
(Vis. iv.)

X. They are such as have
believed indeed, but through
their doublings have forsaken
the true way. (Vis. iii.)

XI. For they received the
Spirit of Truth, and became
habitations of the true Spirit.
(Com. iii.)

XII. For thou oughtest, as
the servant of God, to walk in
the truth. (Com. iii.)

The whole of the third com-
mandment of Hermas is very
analogous to the Second and
Third Epistles of John. (Lard-
ner, vol. ii, 61.)

XIII. Because the elect of
God should be pure, and with-
out spot, unto life eternal. (Vis.
iv.)
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The allusions to the Apocalypse are very many; and hence
Lardner is of the opinion that Hermas had not only read
the book of Revelation, but that in his visions he also at-
tempts to imitate it. The following brief extract is given
as an illustration:

“In Revelation ch. xii, the Church is represented under
the figure of a woman, as we have already seen the Church to
be in Hermas. In the Revelation the woman is persccuted
by a dragon. Hermas also sees a great and terrible beast,
which he is informed is the figure of the trial which was com-
ing. John saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven prepared as a bride adorned
Jor her husband. (Ch. xxi: 2.) Hermas says, Behold, there met
me a virgin, well adorned, as if she were just come out of the
bride-chamber, clothed in white. And I knew by my former
visions, that it was the Church. John sees a city, the founda-
tions of the walls of which were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. (Ch. xxi: 19.) Hermas sees a tower built
with bright, square stones. In the Revelation, the city lies
four-square. The tower in Hermas is likewise built upon a
square. In Revelation vii: 9, John says, After this I beheld,
and lo, a great multitude which no man could number, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes
and palms in their hands. And Hermas says, Then the an-
gel of the Lord commanded crowns to be brought, made as of
palms.  And the angel crowned these men, and conumanded
them to go into the tower. The writer of the Revelation is
soon after informed who these are. Ver. 14. He said to
me: These are they who came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. In Hermas we have a like explanation. But
who then, Lord, said I, are they who enter into the tower
crowned? He says to me: All who, having striven with the
Devil, have overcome him ; these are crowned. And these are
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they who have suffered hard things that they might keep the

) IR

law.
THE EPISTLES OF IGNATIUS.

Ignatius was an overscer of the Church of Antioch during
Their dute, aq.  the€ latter part of the first and the beginning of
dress, and wu-  the second century. e suffered martyrdom at
thor: Rome, according to Du Pin, Lardner, and others,
in A. D. 107.+ While on his way from Antioch to Rome,
he wrote seven epistles, viz. : one to the Church of Ephesus;
one to the Church of Magnesia; one to the Church of Tral-
lium ; one to the Church of Philadelphia ; one to the Church
of Smyrna ; and one to Polycarp, who was then president of
the eldership of the Church of Smyrna. The following are
some of the many references that he makes to the books of
the New Testament :

NEW TESTAMENT. IGNATITS.

I. For thus it becomes us to 1. Baptized of John that all
Seventeen Sulfill all righteous-  righteousness might be fulfilled
Looks quoted  Mess.  (Matt. iii: by him. (Smyrn.)

:'y"‘lé'l'l:t:;;“ 15.) II. He (Christ) said to them,
II. Behold my Tuake, handle me, and see that T

hands and my feet, that it is I wm not an tncorporated demon.

myself : handle me and see, for «  (Smyrn.)

spirit has not flesh and bones as

ye see me have. (Luke xxiv:

39.)

IIL. I am the door: by me if  III. He (Christ) is the door
any man enter in, he shall be of the Iather, by which enter in
saved. (John x:9.) Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja-

cob, and the Apostles, and the
Church. (Philad. ix.)
IV. Satan is called, The IV. The prince of this world

® Lardner's Cred,, vol. ii, pp.-50-63. 1 Ibid, p. 66. See also pp. 67-83.
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prince of the world, in John
xii: 31; xiv: 30; and xvi: 11.

V. Who did eat and drink
with him, after he arose from the
dead. (Acts x: 41.)

VI. Concerning his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who was made
of the seed of Dawvid, according
to the flesh ; and declared to be
the Son of God with power.
(Rom. i: 3, 4.)

VII. Purge out, therefore, the
old leaven,that ye may be a new
lump, as ye are unleavened. For
Christ our Passover 1s sacrificed
Jor us.  Therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven,
neither with the leaven of malice
and wickedness. (1 Cor. v:7.)

VIII. And that he died for
all, that they who live should
not henceforth live unto them-
selves but unto thine who died
for them, and rose again. (2
Cor. v: 14.)

IX. Christ isbecome of none
effect unto you ; whosoever of you
are justified by law, ye are fallen
Jrom grace. (Gal. v: 4.)

X. Husbands, love your wives,
even. as Christ also loved the

Church. (Eph. v: 25.)
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would fain carry me away.

(Rom.)

Avoid the ambushes of the
prince of this world. (Philad.)

V. But after his resurrection,
he did eat and drink with them.
(Smyrn.)

VI. Our Lord was truly of
the race of David, according to
the flesh ; the Son of God, accord-
ing to the will and power of God.
(Smyrn.)

VIIL. Cast away, therefore, the
evil leaven which 13 wazen old
and sour: and be transformed
into the new leaven, which 13

Jesus Chridt. (Magnes.)

VIII. Him I seek who died
for us: him I desire who rose
again for us. (Rom. vi.)

IX. For if we still live ac-
cording to Judaism, we confess
we have not recetved grace.
(Magnes.)

X. In like manner, exhort
my brethren, in the name of
Jesus Christ, to love their wives,

a8 the Lord the Church. (Poly-
carp.)
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XI. Wherefore take unto
you the whole armor of God.
Stand therefore having your
loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breast-plate of
righteousness. Above all taking
the shield of faith: and take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. (Eph. vi: 13.)

XII. Forme tolive is Christ;
and to diews garn. (Phil.i: 21.)

XIII. Let nothing be done
through strife. Let this mind
be tn you which was also in
Christ Jesus. (Phil. ii: 3.)

XIV. Pray without ceasing.
(1 Thess. v: 17.)

XV. No man that warreth,
entangleth himself with the af-
Jairs of this life, that he may
please him who hath chosen him
to be a soldier. (2 Tim.ii: 4.)

XVI. The aged women, that
they be in behavior, as becom-
eth godliness. (Titus ii: 3.)

This is the only place in
which xarasryua (behavior) oc-
curs in the New Testament.

XVII. Yea, brother, let me
have joy of thee in the Lord.
(Philem., ver. 20.)

REASON AND REVELATION.

IGNATITS.

XI. Let none of you be
found d deserter, but let your
baptism remain as your arms;
fuith as a helmet; love as a
spear; patience as whole armor.
(Polycarp, sec. v.)

XII. He (Christ) s the gain
that 13 lavd up for me. (Rom.,
sec. Vi.)

XIII. I beseech you, that ye
do nothing through strife, but
according to the instruction of
Christ. (Phila., sec. vii.)

XIV. Be at leisure to pray
without ceasing. (Polyec. i.)

XV. Please Him under whom
ye war, and from whom ye receive
your wages. (Polye. vi.)

XVI. Whose very behavior
1s an excellent instruction.

(Trall. iii.)

XVIIL. And may I always
have joy of you. (Ephes., sec.
ii.) This phrase of St. Paul
to Philemon, occurs in several
epistles of Ignatius.
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XVIIIL Yea, all of you be
subject one to another. (1 Pet.
v: d.)

XIX. And the life was man-
ifested —and—we show unto
you that eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was mani-
fested unto us. (1 Johni: 2.)

XX. Beloved, I wish above «ll
things, that thou mayest prosper,
and be in health, even as thy soul

prospereth. (3 John, ver. 2.)
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XVIII. Be ye subject to the

bishop, and to one another.
(Magnes. xiii.)

XIX. Jesus Christ who was
with the Father before the world
was, and in tle end appeared.
(Magnes. vi.)

XX. That whatsoever ye do,
ye may prosper in the flesh and
spirit.  (Magnes. xiii.)

POLYCARP'S EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS.

Finally, I invite the attention of the reader to a few of
the quotations and scriptural allusions contained 1 jar,

in Polycarp’s letter to the Philippians.

address, and
author.

It was

written, according to Lardner, about A. D. 108.*

NEW TESTAMENT.
L. Thespirit indeed is willing ;
but the flesh is weak. (Matt.
xxvi: 41. See also Mark xiv:

38.)

II. Judge not, and ye shuall
not be judged. Forgive and ye
shall be forgiven. For with the
measure that ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again. (Luke
vi: 37, 38. See also Matt.
vii: 1.)

POLYCARP.

I. As the Lord hath said:
The spirit indeed
s willing; but the
flesh 1s weuk.—
(Ch. 1)

II. But remembering what
the Lord said teaching: Judge
not that ye be not judged: for-
give, and ye shall be forgiven:
be ye merciful, that ye may ob-
tatn mercy: with what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to
you again. (Ch. ii.)

Eighteen books
quoted and in-
dorsed by Poly
carp.

* Lardner’s Cred., vol. ii, p. 89.
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III. Whom God hath raised
up, having loosed the pains of
death. (Actsii: 24.)

IV. We shall all stand before
the judgment-seat of Christ. So
then every one of us shall give
an account of himself to God.
(Rom. xiv: 10, 12.)

V. Do ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world ?
(1 Cor. vi: 2.)

VI. By the armor of right-
eousness. (2 Cor. vi: 7.)

VII. Providing for honest
things, not only in the sight of
the Lord, but also in the sight
of men. (2 Cor. viii: 21.)

VIII. Be not deceived, God
18 not mocked. (Gal. vi: 7.)

IX. Be ye angry and sin
not: let not the sun go down on

your wrath. (Eph. iv: 26.)

X. That at the name of Je-
sus, every knee should bow, of
things in Heaven, and things in
Earth, and things under the
Earth. And that every tongue
should confess. (Philip. ii:
10.)

XI. That we may present

REASON AND REVELATION.

POLYCARP.

III. Whom God hath raised,
having loosed the pains of Ha-
des. (Ch.1.)

IV. And must all stand be-
fore the judgment-seat of Christ;
and every one give an account

of himself. (Ch. vi.)

V. Do ye not know, that the
saints shall judge the world, as
Paul teaches? (Ch. xi.)

VI. Let us arm ourselves with
the armor of righteousness.—
(Ch. iv.)

VII. Always providing what
18 honest in the sight of God and
men. (Ch. vi.)

VIII. Knowing therefore, that
God s not mocked. (Ch. v.)

IX. For I trust that ye are
well exercised in the Holy
Scriptures—as in these Secrip-
tures it is said: Be ye angry,
and sin not. And, Let not the
sun go down on your wrath.
(Ch. xii.)

X. To whom all things are
made subject that are in Heaven,
and that are in Earth; whom
every living creature serves.—

(Ch. ii.)

XI. That your fruit may be
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every man perfect in Christ.
(Col. i: 28.)

XI1I. Pray without ceasing.
(1 Thess. v: 17.)

XIII. Abstain from all ap-
pearance of evil. (1 Thess. v:
22.)

XIV. Yet count him not as
an enemy; but admonish him
as a brother. (2 Thess. iii: 15.)

XV. For we brought nothing
with us wnto this world, and 1t
18 certain that we can carry noth-
ing out. For the love of money
18 the root of all evil. (1 Tim.
in: 1, 2.)

XVI. It is a faithful say-
ing—If we suffer we shall also
reign with him. (2 Tim.ii: 11.)

XVIIL. And s a discerner of
the thoughts and wntents of the
heart. Neitheris there any crea-
ture, that is not manifest tn his
sight ; but «ll things are naked
and open unto the eyes of Him,
with whom we have to do. (Heb.
iv: 12))

XVIIL. Whom having not
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manifest in all; and ye may be
perfect in him. (Ch. xii.)
XII. Praying without ceas-
ing for all. (Ch.iv.)
XIII. Abstain from all el
(Ch. ii.)

XIV. Giving advice about
one who had offended, Poly-
carp says: Be ye also moderate
in this; and do not count such
as enemies; but call them back
as suffering and erring mem-
bers. (Ch. xi.)

XV. But the love of money
18 the beginning of all troubles.
Knowing therefore that we
brought nothing into the world,
so neither can we carry any
thing out.

XVI. According as he has
promised us, that he will raise
us up from the dead; and that
if we walk worthy of him, we
shall also resgn with him. (Ch.
v.)

XVIIL. Knowing that he sees
all things, and that nothing 18
hid from him, not the reason-
ings, nor the intents, nor any
secrets of the heart. (Ch. iv.)

XVIIL In whom, though ye
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seen ye love: in whom, though
now you see him not, yet believ-
ing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able,