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FOREWORD

The present work lays no claim to originality further than
the organization of material forged out of long hours of labor
over a period of many years. The arguments herein postulated
have been assayed in the crucible of controversy and the dialec-
tics of debate. Confirmed in the conviction that the positions
predicated are impregnable there is no fear on my part of any
foe. A sense of security is felt in the premises that only truth
can beget.

The substance of these expositions has been mustered from
many sources. The range of research represented in them ren-
ders acknowledgements difficult if not impossible. In the back-
ground and the foreground is the instruction in the fundamental
facts of the gospel acquired from the preaching and teaching of
a father who was numbered among the pioneers of the church
in the frontier days of Texas, whose adherence to New Testa-
ment principles through sixty years of preaching was never
called in question. Added to this was the influence and con-
stancy of a mother’s firm faith. The pale horse and its rider
crossed our threshold and snatched her from us while her brood
was voung, but she left the impress of unfeigned fidelity upon
all our hearts. The memory of a venerable father and a sainted
mother lives in our souls and bears fruit in our lives, and
though they have been so long removed from our midst, each
of them “being dead yet speaketh.”

The diagnostics of these discourses reflect association with
R. L. Whiteside, C. R. Nichol, Cled E. Wallace and J. Early
Arceneaux, who were ever willing and always ready to share
their knowledge, and from the beginning of my own endeavor
to defend the faith they were gracious and generous to impart-:
information. In dealing with difficult passages, and in the
preparation for numerous debates on these special issues, R.
L. Whiteside was my mentor and preceptor. He sat with me
repeatedly on the polemic platform and his prudence in knowing
how to help without hindering, with a word or a sentence, sel-
dom more, scribbled on a pad to call attention to an important
point, or to an unusual slant on a certain scripture, or a surging
suggestion on how to reduce the sophistry of an opponent to
nihility and vaporize his reasoning, was always of inestimable
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worth. My brother Cled has been a companion, a counsellor
and a stay. We have studied along the same lines in such close
collaboration that it would be impossible to separate the ex-
pression of thought. His imperturbed equanimity increases
confidence, his alpine optimism inspires hope, his salubrious
humor banishes bitterness, and his wholesome wit sharpens
the sabre and sword. No one else ever had a brother like him,
a rare elder brother indeed.

The present edition of this work has been revised and en-
larged with numerous insertions to complete the discussions of
important phases of questions too involved for proper presen-
tation and treatment in public discourse. No material changes
in content have been made with the exceptions that the unneces-
sary introduction and biographical sketch have been omitted,
and in the revisions and improvements the numerous personal
references, introductory remarks and invitational conclusions
to the discourses have been eliminated. The all too many errors
and altogether too many mistakes in the first edition have been
corrected also, including instances where the structure of sen-
tences and form of expressions have been improved; and in
many places the scriptural arguments have been extended. But
the original form and composition of the oral addresses have
been preserved, for to do otherwise would require the rewriting
of the book, in which case it would be another book. Notwith-
standing certain changes, revisions and insertions it is sub-
stantially the same book, but in the improved and enlarged form

it is mechanically, as well as in other respects mentioned, a much
better book.

An example of its enlargement will be most readily observed
in Chapter XII, in the EXCURSUS ON PROPHECY PROOF-TEXTS,
where the material has been expanded from a synopsis of a few
pages to a fifty-page chapter on the salient Mosaic and Davidic
prophecies, a compendium of the Major and Minor Prophets,
and a categorical arrangement and discussion of the disputed
prophetic passages from Isaiah to Malachi. With all the amend-
rr}ents and the emendations God’'s Prophetic Word expands its
size from a book of four hundred pages to a volume of approx-
Imately six hundred pages, an increase of nearly two hundred
pages.

The arrangement of the PASSAGES FROM THE PIONEERS in an
APPENDIX is noteworthy. There can be no misunderstanding of
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the language used by them in their repudiation of the system
of premillennialism. To quote garbled extracts from their pens
on anything to the contrary is but to array them against them-
selves. If the millennial advocates are disposed to refuse these
quotations because forsooth these men said something else some-
where sometime, we could with equal consistency reject that
something else they said because they said this. When Paul
said, “Let God be true, but every man a liar,” he meant that
after all is said or done, spoken or written, it is the word of God
that counts, not the opinion of men; and the Bible, not man, is
right.

This volume represents the first series of the Houston Music
Hall meetings conducted by the Norhill Church of Christ, Jan-
uary 1945. The second series, the Bulwarks of the Faith, pub-
lished in a two-volume set, Part I and Part II, on Catholic
dogmas and Protestant doctrines respectively, was delivered in
a second Music Hall meeting a year later. The Bulwarks series
is comparable as a refutation of Roman Catholicism and Prot-
estant Denominationalism to the Prophetic Word series as a
confutation of Premilleninalism. The original two parts of
Bulwarks, comprising more than six hundred pages, are avail-
able now in one book—the two volumes in one binding.

There are neither retractions on my part regarding the
Music Hall meetings nor repudiations of the way and means
by which the elders of the Norhill church provided for them;
and there are no considerations of expediency stemming from
the demands of party alignments which have been formed since
the time of these meetings that could cause me by a faithless
disavowal of their scriptural propriety to cast ignoble reflection
on the doctrinal integrity of the church and the elders of it
who planned and promoted them. The Fort Worth debate in
1934, and the Nashville and Louisville auditorium meetings of
the former and later years, and the numerous other such meet-
ings in which I have participated as the preacher, were all under
the same or similar arrangements, and I would perform the same
part again. The elders of the Norhill church are rather to be
commended than condemned for conducting these meetings,
thereby promulgating these vital issues of truth before the
masses of metropolitan Houston and indirectly making it pos-
sible for their further dissemination in this printed form. I
shall always be in their debt for the opportunity afforded me,
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the honor accorded me, and the confidence reposed in me by the
call to render this service to the cause of truth.

The influence of the Music Hall meetings has extended far
beyond the time and the place, evidenced by the continuous
demand for the published addresses and the present insistence
on keeping them extant. The most important objective in doing
this, and therefore our foremost purpose in doing so, is to pro-
vide the proclaimers of The Word with accoutrements of con-
flict, the armament with which to oppose the multiple phases of
medieval and modern millennialism, and it is to this ever in-
creasing company of ministering spirits, enlisted as a legion
of yeomen to guard the ramparts of the church against this in-
sidious propaganda, that this work is faithfully superscribed.

It is the ardent hope of the author that the material in this
comprehensive volume may prove valuable to the preacher and
the teacher, and that it may especially encourage the young men,
as Paul exhorted Timothy, “to teach no other doctrine,” but to
“hold fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he
may be able to both exhort and convince the gainsayers.” To
this prime task God’s Prophetic Word is committed with the

fervent prayer that it may not return void, but accomplish the
thing whereto it is sent.—

FOY E. WALLACE, JR.



CHAPTER 1

THE INFALLIBLE BOOK
IS THE BIBLE VERBALLY INSPIRED?
IS IT SCIENTIFICALLY AND HISTORICALLY TRUE?

Upon the threshold of any discourse on the truths involved
in a discussion Jf the evidences, both internal and external, be-
longing to this exceeding comprehensive subject, we are at
once concerned with the answers to a set of questions:

1. Inspiration—Is the Holy Spirit in the Holy Secriptures?
In what sense, and to what extent does the Bible claim to be
the word of God?

2. Science—Do the facts of modern science harmonize with
the Holy Scriptures? Is there anything that any man can prove
that he knows that ¢ontradicts anything the Bible says?

3. History—Is the Bible historically accurate? Are its rec-
ords authentic and credible?

4. Prophecy—Can uninspired men interpret unfulfilled
prophecy? What is the province of prophecy? Do these mod-
ern prophetic interpreters represent or misrepresent the proph-
ecies of the Bible?

5. Archzology—Is the testimony of the spade for or
against the Bible?

6. Geology—Is the Mosaic account of creation scientific?

7. Anthropology—Is man an improved monkey, or did Al-
mighty God create him?

8. Religion—Can intelligent people understand the Bible
alike? If so, why are there so many denominations in exist-
ence?

9. Infidelity—What is the most prolific source of infidelity
in our society today?

‘The answer to these questions becomes the ground upon
which the Bible is to be accepted as the infallible word of God,
or rejected as the fallible word of man.

Approaching these questions, attention is called to the lan-
guage of the first chapter of second Peter, reading from verse
16 to the conclusion of the chapter:

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses of his majesty. For He
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received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy
mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts: knowing this, first, that no prophecy of the scripture
is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

There is the starting point. The “holy men of God” spake.
They were “moved” by the Holy Spirit. That covers the full
scope of the scripture. It is the affirmation of the apostle Peter
for the absolute inspiration of the Old Testament scriptures.
For the New Testament the apostle Paul makes the same af-
firmation when he commended the Thessalonians for receiving
the word of the apostles, “not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth the word of God.” (I Thess. 2:13)

There can be no doubting that the New Testament upholds
the authenticity and the integrity of the whole Bible, the claims
of which are now presented to you in the order of this discus-
sion in seven divisions of the general subject.

I. REVELATION

The present trend toward modernism is discernible in the
emphasis that the school men are putting on philosophy. The
most that can be said for philosophy is that it is the product
of human reasoning and is no more infallible than the minds
of men. But this human philosophy is being accepted now as
final and regarded more authoritative than divine revelation.
When men will not accept the Bible unless it can be confirmed
by philosophy, they are not men of faith—they are modernists.
When such men ask for the proof that the Bible is divine, they
mean evidences satisfactory to philosophers. There is such
proof if they would only set their minds to weigh the evidences.

. (1) The philosophical proof that the Bible is divine revela-
tion exists in the need for revelation.

The mnature of man requires revelation. As a dying crea-
ture, unlike the animal, he possesses the love of life and the
dread of death. He is dissatisfied with the thought of being
born to die—being brought into the world to begin to die the
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moment that he begins to live. In his nature there is a longing
for life beyond the limits of his life here, a yearning for the
revelation of his origin and his destiny. Man’s innate desire
to live demands destiny. The Bible is the only book that an-
swers nature’s quest and reveals to man his destiny. It is there-
fore the only book that meets the philosophical demands of
man’s nature.

That is not all, as a worshipping being man’s innate desire
to worship requires an object of worship. It must of necessity
be a superhuman object, for no man could worship anything
inferior or merely equal to himself—the object of his worship
must be superior to man himself. The inability of man to create
renders it impossible for him to make or imagine such an ideal.
The true object of his worship must therefore be revealed. The
Bible is the only book that reveals the object of man’s worship.

Philosophically once more, as a rational being man is all
but destitute of instinct and is unable to supply his own wants.
His faculties of reason, affection and conscience lift him above
the creature of automatic instinct and demand a revealed re-
ligion in acquired language. Being a universal creature, in
order to obviate prejudice, this revealed religion must be non-
sectional and international, overcoming all human distinctions.
The Bible is the only book that reveals such a religion to man.

(2) The infallible proofs for divine revelation exist in
the miraculous events of New Testament history to which the
disciples of Christ were eyewitnesses.

We are not left to depend upon the philosophical evi-
dences, there are divine proofs for revelation. Luke, the Lord’s
historian of the book of Acts, records the most unusual facts
in the realm of evidences ever put on the pages of history in
chapter one, verse three, of his inspired chronicles. ‘“To whom
he also showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God”’—Acts 1:3. This introduces a
source not dependent on human philosophy, science or reason.

The revelation of God’s will to man requires that the proof
is unmistakable, marked by his own hand, with the signature
of inspiration and the seal of the Holy Spirit. First, the cer-
tainty of the historical narrative is affirmed by Luke in these
words: “Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the
beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; it



4 GoD’s PROPHETIC WORD

seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of
all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most
excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty of
those things, wherein thou hast been instructed”—Luke 1:2-4.
The certainty attached to these “infallible proofs” is two-fold:
First, the “perfect understanding” of the historian, whose
personal information concerning “all things” dated from “the
very first,” was in the nature of superhuman guidance in the
recording of supernatural events; second, the profession of first-
hand testimony of credible witnesses eliminates the doubtful
element always present in circumstantial evidence. The pur-
pose of these occurrences, marked by departure from the usual
order of things, was to provide a sign of God’s special power.
Miracles were simply God’s signs of the authority of his mes-
sengers, the divine credentials of his ambassadors. The ene-
mies of the Bible and the foes of Christianity know that they
must break down the evidence of miracles or give up the fight,
hence their attacks on the credibility of miracles, asserting it
to be self-evident that & miracle is incredible. But the fact
remains that the miraculous events that support divine revela-
tion are a part of the history of the New Testament, and are
verified by the firsthand testimony of eyewitnesses. All ques-
tions of historic fact are settled by testimony. But the pre-
disposition against the evidence, a determination not to recog-
nize the supernatural, means that the light cannot reach the
shut eye, which for the purposes of seeing is a blind eye.

The miracles of the Bible are referred to as natural impos-
sibilities and a violation of and contradictory to the laws of
nature—none of which is true. The miracle invaded the fixed
order but that only proved that there is a power greater than
the forces which obey the fixed order. The law of gravity can
be suspended by the interposition of another cause. The miracle
did not violate or contradict the laws of nature but demonstrated
that the Author of natural law has power over and above them
all. The miracles of the Bible are the infallible proofs that it
is a book of divine revelation.

(3) Proof that the Bible is divine revelation is discoverable
in the character of its contents.

Ip unique composition its pronouncements are profound,
yet in the whole of its presentation its style is simple and its
precepts and duties are understandable. The Bible is the long-
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est thread of thought ever woven in the loom of time, trans-
mitted from generation to generation and from century to cen-
tury, without losing any of its meaning, expressed in clear and
easy words which translation does not weaken, proving it to
be unlike other books and certifying that it is superhuman, the
book from above.

(4) Proof that the Bikle is divine revelation is demonstrated
by its foreknowledge of the history and progress of humanity.

The anticipations of the Bible in the realms of history,
science, archzology, oceanography, anthropology, embryology,
meteorology, electricity, astronomy, gravity, evaporation, phys-
iology and pathology, all combine to testify to its supernatural
foreknowledge. There are advance references to all of these
classifications of knowledge in the Bible in language that could
not be applied until the information came to man through the
avenues of his own discovery. The men of the Bible were not
men of science and could not have spoken and written the
things which they did not know without supernatural aid. They
spoke and wrote of things wholly cutside the realm of human
information, not within the realm of the knowledge of men.

There are multiplied examples of this range of foreknowl-
edge and prior information, but a few will suffice.

First, the universal adaptation of the language of the Bible
is evidence of the supernatural knowledge of the men who wrote
it. A striking illustration of this truth is observed in the fact
that words in different generations change, but unlike the books
of men, the words of the Bible are not weakened when trans-
lated into various languages. Another forceful example is
noted in the words by which the Bible legislates against all of
the degradations of sin, without the vulgarity of men in words
that name the wickedness of the things against which it legis-
lates. No less notable are the references in the Bible to results
of modern research in the discoveries that harness and utilize
such elements as light, heat and steam, with all of the forces
of the material universe enfolded in the bosom of science and
unfolded by its advance—even down to the atom or up to all
that it can produce—yet in words that brought no conflict be-
tween these intimations and the limited information of the peo-
ple who lived at the time these words were uttered. It was not
ancient human wisdom in these men; it was divine revelation
to these men. That being true the Bible is the word of God
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in the exact sense that these men were writing the words of
God. In the lives and examples of these men of the Bible are
innumerable instances that may be offered to support this con-

clusion.

Second, the teaching and conduct of the apostles were not
the words and actions of mere men. Take the examples of the
disciples and apostles of Jesus Christ. Throughout the gospel
of John this disciple of the Lord invariably uses the third person
when referring to himself, laying no claim to the honor and
glory for himself that the closer relationship with the Lord in
which he stood would have given him. In the things that Peter
wrote, instead of claiming the credit and taking the glory for
anything that he saw or said, he always let it be known that
the Lord showed him these things. In the instances of the
signs wrought by them before the people to confirm their
teaching, Peter and John together refused the honor and dis-
claimed any power of their own to do these things. When a
large number of persons whom he had taught wanted to found
a party on his name, Paul rebuked his partisan followers and
exalted only the name of Christ. When he knew that bonds
awaited him at Jerusalem, he went there anyway, rejecting the
entreaties of friends and brethren to avoid the certain danger
of death at the hands of the Jews who were seeking his life.
When he later stood before Felix, Festus and Agrippa, Paul
pleaded only for their conversion, and not for his defense or re-
lease. Napoleon accepted the adulation of his subjects. The
apostles of the Lord gave all the honor and glory to whom it
was due. Let skeptics explain it. We know. The disciples of
Jesus and the apostles of Christ knew that what they taught
was true. In this fact alone is the explanation of their conduct
—that their actions were not the decisions of mere men, and
their words were not the thoughts of human minds.

(6) Proof that the Bible is divine revelation is confirmed
by the supernatural qualities of the primitive church as the
marks of divinity which corroborate the claims of Christianity.

First among these numerous citations may be mentioned
the union and discipline of the early church, accomplished by
the teaching of Christ. It exemplified the unity for which Jesus
had prayed on the notable occasion of John 17. “Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be one.” The unity
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of this prayer, commonly called “Christian Unity,” is not a
thing yet to be attained—it was accomplished, the prayer was
answered and its import fulfillea when the church was estab-
lished and its members became one body “through their word”
—the teaching of the apostles. This unity exists today wher-
ever an aggregation of people may be found who are one body
in the bond of the apostolic word.

A second example is in the miraculous endowments ascribed
to the members of the original church which distinguish it as
a divine institution. The supernatural gifts of the apostles,
prophets, and teachers of the primitive church cannot be ac-
counted for on any other premise. To deny possession and ex-
ercise of such special endowments is to reject the value of such
testimony as evidence which would be at once accredited and
accepted by any judiciary body in the land today.

A third example is in the virtues of the first Christians in
the midst of pagan practices and Roman surroundings, attain-
ing as they did the divine life—all of which attests the divine
claims of the true religion they espoused. Their “behavior”
was such within the Roman empire that their “good works,”
put to the test, “glorified God”—1 Pet. 2:12. And his fellow
in the apostleship, Paul the prisoner, said: ‘“Nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.”—Gal. 2:20. The lives of the
disciples of Jesus, the apostles and Christ, and the members of
the primitive church are an unanswerable argument against
criticisms of the skeptics.

A final example is the influence of the hope of future life,
grounded in the assurances and the promises of the gospel, as
a supernatural characteristic of Christianity. If there is no
life beyond this life, and no death but that which ends this life,
no man could think of it nor the possibility of it. A child who
speaks of heaven must be taught. Men learn by education and
speak what is revealed to them. But the teaching of Jesus
projects us too deep into the future for mere men to utter, and
flings us too far away for mere men to conceive. The hope of
the future life heralds the truth of the gospel and confirms the
claims of Christianity. This accounts for the inflexible zeal of
the disciples of Jesus Christ between Jewish prosecutions on one
hand and pagan persecutions on the other, and it is incontestible
evidence that they knew what they believed was true; they had
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a good way to know it; they had seen and heard, and with Paul
they could all say: “For I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day”’—2 Tim. 1:12. The consistency of
the conduct of the adherents of Christianity together with the
claims of its divine origin bring it outside the range of the nat-
ural into the realm of the supernatural.

(6) The character of the claim and the exercise of the
authority by Christ and his apostles are marks of divinity and
the proof that the Bible is divine revelation.

Matthew declared that Jesus ‘“taught as one having author-
ity”’—Matt. 7:29—without philosophizing on the teaching, but
simply announcing its truths and ‘with no arguments to prove
the things declared. Mere men do not write and speak after
that manner. Inspiration alone speaks with the authority of
annunciation without argumentation. Before an Athenian
court Paul quoted a pagan poet and reasoned to show that the
poet’s statement was right—Acts 17:28—but he never did so
when announcing the truths of divine revelation.

The prophets of the Old Testament ministered the things
of the future which they did not understand—1 Pet. 1:10-12—
testifying in advance of the things ‘“now reported.” But they
wrote with positive declaration, announcing future things as
though they were present, without misgiving and in language
allowing for none of the exigencies of failure attached to human
prediction.

These are but a few of the many evidences that the writers
of the Bible were inspired men, all of which bear eloquent testi-
mony that the Bible is the revelation of God to man.

The examples of moral imperfections in the Bible which
unbelievers are accustomed to list in an effort to impeach
the character of the Bible conversely prove the divine impar-
tiality that belongs to it. Unlike human books it exposes the
weaknesses in the lives of its characters and records the mis-
takes and the misdeeds of its heroes. Adam sinned and was ex-
pelled from his primeval home; Noah’s intoxication is related
with all of its repulsion; David’s transgression was revealed as
an orgy of lust; and Peter’s denial is mentioned as a trait of
cowardice. Let infidels account for the truthful impartiality
of the Bible on the mere grounds of authorship and it will stand
in honor, veracity and integrity. whereas the books of men
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upholding the misdeeds and mistakes of their actors fall by
the wayside and are relegated to their places of unworthiness.

The moral objections which unbelievers urge against the
Bible argue with equal force and application against nature.
The difficulties that appear in the Bible are present also in
nature and can be understood in one as well as the other. If
it be argued that the Bible permitted destruction of life, so
does nature and the examples are at hand in cyclones, floods
and disease. If it is objected that the Bible required sacrifice
of life to propagate its religion, so does nature, examples of
which are numerous also in everything that nature decrees
shall be slain for the good and the food of man to sustain his
life. If it be further and finally contended that the Bible pre-
sents various contradictions in the nature of things, we again
say, so does the order of things in nature—storms on the land
and the sea; the mother who dies, but her child surviving in
health; the ravages of disease, pain and death, with all the
seeming contradictions of nature. There is no argument that
the unbeliever can ptress against the Bible’s contrariness to
order and lack of harmony with life that does not inveigh with
equal logic against the contradictions of nature.

Infidelity and skepticism are attitudes of resisting and re-
fusing, denying and dying. They can settle nothing and they
can fix nothing. Infidelity never did, never does and never
can propose anything good or make any man better. It offers
no recompense for right and no retribution for wrong. It is
the total absence of light, of knowledge and of faith. It is
groping in the darkness of despair. Skepticism in its unbelief
is “wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”
What have skepticism and infidelity done for the world and for
humanity. The answer is, nothing under the sun. The page is
blank on the side of credits in the ledger of deeds. But the
Bible bulges with the blessings of Christianity to man and the
whole world bears testimony in its by-products, through the
fruits of its teaching, that the Bible is the revelation of God.

II. INSPIRATION—IN WHAT SENSE AND TO WHAT EXTENT
DOES THE BIBLE CLAIM TO BE THE WORD OF GOD?

The term “inspiration” involves the question of origin. In
L Corinthians the second chapter, Paul the apostle, commenting
on his preaching to the Corinthians, says:
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First, that he came “not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, declaring the testimony of God.” Second, that his
speech and his preaching were not “words of man’s wisdom,
but in the demonstration of the spirit and of power.” Third,
that their “faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.” When he preached “the testimony of
God” their faith did not stand in man’s words, nor in man’s
wisdom, but in God’s power. Fourth, that the apostles of Christ
“speak the wisdom of God in a mystery.” Fifth, that God “re-
vealed” these things to the apostles of Christ “by the Spirit.”
Sixth, that the apostles of Christ spoke these things “not in
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit
teacheth.” Seventh, that men of natural knowledge could not by
the natural means ascertain the things of revelation.

We have now approached the very claim of verbal inspira-
tion in that passage—“which things also we speak, not in words
which man’s wisdom teacheth.” Some men say they believe
the Bible is inspired in the sense, but not in the sentence—that
God gave to men the thought, but left iteto men to select their
own words to express that thought. Paul denies the very thing
that is claimed by those who say that inspiration consists in
thought but not in word. Paul affirms inspiration in thought
and in word. “We speak these things”’—that is inspiration in
the thought. “Not in words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Spirit teacheth”—that is inspiration in the
words. That is verbal inspiration—‘“with a vengeance.”

What then is the Bible? The Bible is composed of two fac-
tors. The Corinthian chapter makes a twofold claim for the
Bible: first, revelation; second, inspiration. Revelation is the
thing that was revealed to these apostles. But when God re-
vealed those things to them, suppose they had kept them to
themselves, had never spoken or written those things, they
would have had the revelation, but we would not have had the
Bible. When Paul said, “we speak these things,” that was rev-
elation. But when he said, “not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth,” that was
inspiration. The “thing” that God gave to those apostles was
revelation. The “word” with which to express that thing to us
was inspiration. And it is verbal inspiration.

The Bible then, is revelation plus inspiration, and revelation
plus inspiration equals the Bible. 'When God revealed it, it was
revelation. When the apostles spoke it and wrote it, not in their
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own words, but in God’s words, it was inspiration. It takes
both to make the Bible. If God had revealed these things to
men, but they had neither spoken nor written these things to
us, we could not have had the Bible. If God had revealed these
things to men and they in turn had either spoken or written
these things to us in words of their own selection, we still could
not have had “The Infallible Book.” No man could have been
infallible in the selection of words. Human wisdom could not
have been so perfect. God gave to men the thing, revelation;
and God gave to men the words by which to express it, inspira-
tion. That was God’s way of ‘“combining spiritual things with
spiritual words,” which is just another way of saying verbal
inspiration. That is Paul’s claim for the inspired, inerrant, and
infallible word of God, both in thought and in word, in sense
and in sentence.

But someone has asked, What about translation? The ques-
tion only raises the issue of whether certain translations are
correct or incorrect. It can not affect the question of the verbal
inspiration of the scriptures. The issue involves one point only:
When we get the word Jesus used, or the word that his apostle
used, we get a word the Holy Spirit used—an inspired word.
The issue turns on that point only. If a translation is ques-
tioned, then the question must be determined on the basis of
whether the translation was accurate or not. It should be re-
membered that the Greek language became a dead language
shortly after the New Testament was completed and has never
undergone any changes since. Therefore, it is simply a matter
of getting the word used by the inspired writer, and when we
get that word we have an inspired word. I take my stand on
that—the verbal inspiration of the apostolic autographs.

The character and contents of the Bible prove it to be the
word of the all wise God. There are innumerable evidences of
the divine inspiration of this infallible book as the subject is
further pursued.

(1) The agreement of the writers.

The consistent harmony in the contents of the old and the
new testaments is an element of inspiration which critics can-
not deny.

The prophets of the Old Testament did not understand
what they prophesied, but they all spoke and wrote in agree-
ment without discrepancy in the facts of the life, of the death
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and of the reign of the Messiah to come. “Of which salvation
the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who proph-
esied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow”—1 Pet. 1:10-11. This
fact is unaccountable if the prophets did not speak by verbal
inspiration. Verse 12 of the same passage reads: “Unto whom
it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them
that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit
sent down from heaven.” The apostle Peter further states in
the first chapter of the second epistle, verse 21 that “the proph-
ecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” There can
be no other conclusion drawn from these apostolic statements
than the claim of verbal inspiration for the prophets.

The writers of the New Testament were in perfect agree-
ment on what the writers of the Old Testament meant. The
old is understood in the light of the new. There is never the
slightest disagreement among the writers of the New Testament
in reference to the meaning or the application of an Old Testa-
ment prophecy or statement. Compare this fact with the in-
terpretations of men who disregard the New Testament in deal-
ing with the prophecies of the Old Testament. But the apostle
Paul makes the positive statement that the meaning of the
prophets of the old age is revealed to the apostles and prophets
of the gospel age. “Which in other ages was not made known
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit’—Eph. 3:5. This agree-
ment cannot be human, and is the unmistakable evidence of the
superhuman character of the Bible.

The New Testament writers were in perfect agreement on
the things of the future. On the subjects of infinity, the sec-
ond advent of Christ, the future judgment, the resurrection of
the dead, reward and punishment, there is never a difference,
not the slightest discrepancy, in the teaching of the New
Testament writers. Peter said, “even as our beloved brother
Paul also . . . hath written . . . in all of his epistles, speaking
in them of these things”—2 Pet. 3:15-16. There is not a dis-
agreemcnt or a discrepancy in the teaching of the apostles in
the epistles of the New Testament.
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The apostles of Christ were in perfect agreement on the
meaning of the types and the symbols of the Old Testament.
On the types of the tabernacle and the temple, the offerings and
the sacrifices, the passover and the atonement, the feasts and
the festivities, the legal and the regal line of David in Jesus
of Nazareth, and a legion more. This agreement is unaccount-
able on any other ground than the verbal inspiration of the
writers of both the old and the new testaments. In the
eighth and the thirteenth chapters of Hebrews the writer
mentions the specific details in the types and antitypes of the
old covenant offerings and altars with the ordinances that be-
longed to them. The words of James in Acts 15:13-18 are the
capstone of this argument in which he concludes with the in-
spired declaration: “Known unto God are all his works from
the beginning of the world.”

(2) The accuracy of the writers.

There is an unexpected and seemingly unnecessary accu-
racy of the writers of the Bible in the incidental statements
which furnish evidence in apparently unimportant things of
the inspiration of their words. The historian of the book of
Acts is always minutely accurate in references which include
the details of geography and topography. Such expressions as
“down to Samaria” from Jerusalem to Gaza in the narrative
of Acts 8; and “up to Jerusalem’” from Paul’s location in Da-
mascus, mentioned in the apostle’s arguments of Galatians 1.
Though the references to these incidentals had no bearing on
the truth of the things that were being taught they are always
mentioned with precision and exactness.

In the four records of the life of Christ the writers include
the details of the birth of Jesus, the flight into Egypt, the
weeping mothers of Israel, the residence in Nazareth, the
character of the Lord’s teaching in the parables, the manner of
his death on the cross, the casting of lots and the parting of
his garment, the mocking of the soldiers, the entombment in
the borrowed sepulcher, the place of Judas and the role played
by him, the incidents connected with the resurrection, the
empty tomb, the commission to the apostles, the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon them, the beginning of the church and the
establishment of the kingdom, the extension of the gospel to
the Gentiles, and the new name—all these are examples of the
multitude of correct references in the New Testament to the:
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details of prophecy in the Old Testament. It constitutes a “this
is that” evidence for the inspiration of both the testaments.

(8) The anticipations of the writers.

An informed person would hardly dare to deny that there
are numerous things contained in the writings of the men of
the Bible that were wholly outside the realm of human knowl-
edge and the range of human information at the time the
things were mentioned.

In Genesis 1 Moses records the statement of God in the
creation, “let us make man”’—but us who? The fact of the
Trinity was not revealed until four thousand years after the
creative act to which Moses referred, and not until fifteen hun-
dred years after the time that Moses wrote it into the Genesis
record. He could not have recorded that statement of fact
concerning the One who was with God in the beginning, and
who was the agent of the Creator in the creation of the world
and the making of man, from his own information. Moses
had no such knowledge. A mere man could not have employed
the plural “us” in the text of Genesis, and never could have
known its force. But in the light of the New Testament record
the divine element of anticipation in the statement of Moses is
again unmistakable. In Matthew’s record of the Lord’s com-
mission to the apostles the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit is mentioned—Matt. 28:19. In John’s narration
he said that all things were made by One who was God’s agent,
and without him was nothing made that was made—John 1:3.
The apostle of the Hebrew epistle said that God appointed Christ
the heir of all the things spoken by the prophets and that by
him also he made the worlds—Heb. 1:2. Not until after the
coming of Christ were these truths revealed to his apostles by
the Holy Spirit and it was outside the realm of possibility that
Moses could have possessed such knowledge. The statement
of Moses, therefore, is unaccountable on any ground other than
divine interposition in the information of Genesis 1, and it is
the solid evidence of inspiration in the antlclpatlon of the
things to come by the writers of the Bible.

In the 17th chapter of Luke’s record of the sayings of Jesus
the Lord represented his coming as to occur in the day and
the night. The statement does not say that he would come in
the day or in the night, but in the day and in the night.” This
declaration could be factual only on the basis of the earth’s ro-
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tundity—that it is day on one side of the earth when it is night
on the other side. On no other supposition than the now known
scientific fact concerning the shape of the earth could the com-
ment of the Lord in reference to the day and the night be true.
But the rotundity of the earth is a scientific fact that no man
knew in that day. The Lord therefore made a statement of
scientific accuracy which no mere man could have made, and
which his hearers at that time could not have utilized in their
lack of such knowledge. It proved the words of Jesus to be di-
vine, demonstrated that he was the Son of God, and is proof for
the inspiration of the Bible.

In the enactment of the Mosaic code, the Old Testament law-
giver made a most unusual declaration in reference to physical
life. Moses said that the blood is the life—Deut. 12:23. Here
is a statement of scientific accuracy, the truth of which was re-
served for modern scientific proof and demonstration and a
thing of which Moses therefore could not have had knowledge.
The apostle Paul added to this inspired anticipation of scien-
tific information by declaring before the Athenian Areopagus
that all men are of one blood:—Acts 17:26. Here is another
fact of science unknown to Paul or to any of the philosophers
whom he addressed on Mars Hill, or to any other man of that
day. It is a statement no man could have made by human
knowledge, or could have proved by any existing method or
evidence if his statement had been challenged. Only the recent
instruments of modern inventions of science could attest this
statement of inspiration, but it has been so confirmed, and it
was true. '

These examples of inspiration answer the prevailing ques-
tions as to whether ordinary or extraordinary men wrote the
Bible—the answer is not men, but men of God. There is no way
to account for the scientific and historical accuracy of the many
anticipations in the scriptures if the writers were not the “holy
men of God” who were ‘“moved by the Holy Spirit.”

III. ANTIQUITY—IS THE BIBLE HISTORICALLY TRUE? ARE
ITS RECORDS AUTHENTIC AND ACCURATE?

The meaning and extent of “inspiration’” having been suffi-
ciently defined, the next word is “antiquity.” It has to do with
the question of historicity. That also involves inspiration. The
contents of the Bible from the standpoint of its antiquity offer
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proof for verbal inspiration. The argument for the “antiquity”
of the Bible simply means that the Bible has the most ancient
documents. It is the oldest book. No book written by man can
antedate it. Books that claim to antedate the Bible have all
been “weighed in the balances and found wanting.”

(1) The record of Genesis.

Much argument has been made as to whether the record of
Genesis is scientifically correct and historically accurate. Some
men in the realm of science complain that the Bible teaches that
the earth is only six thousand years of age. But science claims
for it a much higher antiquity than that. Some men in the
scientific world as